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By  Councaman  Pinckney  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  employ  a  competent  copyist  to  com- 
pile all  the  various  laws  and  amendments  to  laws,  as  passed 
by  the  State  Legislature,  and  all  the  ordinances,  amend- 
ments to  ordinances,  and  resolutions,  as  passed  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  relative  to  the  organization  and  regulation  of 
the  New  York  Fire  Department,  from  the  passage  of  the 
original  law,  authorizing  the  Common  Council  to  "  appoint 
firemen,"  passed  1813. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Sept.  18,  1854. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Sept.  21,  1854. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Sept.  22,  1854. 

On  October  13, 1859,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Councilmen : 

By  Councilman  Bulteel  : 

Wherecuy  At  the  late  burning  of  the  City  Hall,  a  great 
number  of  bound  volumes  were  destroyed,  among  which 
was  the  compilation  of  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  Fire 
Department;  and  whereas  there  are  daily  and  numerous 
calls  for  the  same,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Board  be  directed  to 
have  printed  and  bound,  without  delay,  2,500  copies  of  the 
compilation  of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  also, 
ordinances,  resolutions,  and  orders,  as  established  by  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  relating  to  the  Fir^J)epartment  of  this  city. 

CY  T.  McCLENACHAN, 

Clerk  Board  of  Councilmen. 
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PEEFACE. 


'\  In  the  following  compilation  of  the  Laws  of  the  State, 
and  Ordinances,  &c.,  of  the  Common  Council,  relating  to 

^  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  approved  Sep- 
tember 22,  1854,  the  compiler  is  aware,  that  although  he 
has  endeavored  to  execute  the  trust  with  faithfulness  and 
accuracy,  many  defects  will  necessarily  appear  in  conse- 

M  quence  of  the  many  imperfections  in  the  recordis  of  the 
I  Common  Council  of  the  city,  more  particularly  in  those  or- 
dinances established  anterior  to  1832,  which  appear  only  in 
MSS*  and  loose  and  imperfect  files. 

The  compiler  is  indebted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council  for  permission  to  search  the  manuscript  records 
of  early  date,  which  will  be  found  in  the  following  work, 
as  much  from  necessity  in  the  form  of  history,  as  of  trans- 
cript of  ordinances,  Sac. 

Trusting  that  the  following  compilation  will  fill  up  a 
blank,  long  and  seriously  felt  by  the  Common  Council,  and 
the  Fire  Department  generally,  it  is,  with  great  deference, 
accordingly  submitted  by 

C.  T.  McCLENACHAN. 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


2l8t.  SESSIOH. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  Firemen  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Passed  March  20th,  1798. 

Whereas^  The  firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York,  have,  by  PMmbit. 
their  petition  to  the  Legislature,  prayed  to  be  incorporated, 
the  more  effectually  to  enable  them  to  provide  adequate 
funds  for  the  relief  of  disabled  and  indigent  firemen,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  fires;  therefore. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Firemen 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly :  That  all  such  per-  a^T^ttM 
sons  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  engineers  of  the  the  city  or 

^^  New     York, 

Fire  Department,  or  firemen,  belonging  to  any  of  the  fire-  Jf*^  }; 
engines  of  the  city  of  New  York,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  SPSTyw 
ordained,  constituted,  and  declared  to  be,  and  continue  ^imc*!  ^7 
until  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  one  thousand  eight  hund-  ihe  "*!^^ 
red  and  eighteen,  a  body  politic,  in  fact  and  in  name,  by  ^^^J^^JS^ 
the  name  of  "  The  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New 
YoriL ;"  and  that  by  that  name,  they  and  their  successors, 
for  the  term  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  have  succession,  and 
shall  be  persons  in  law,  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued, 
pleading  and  being  impleaded,  answering  and  being  an- 
swered unto,  defending  and  being  defended,  in  all  courts 
and  places  whatsoever,  in  all  manner  of  actions,  suits. 
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complaints,  matters,  and  causes  whatsoever ;  and  that  they 

and  then-  successors  may  have  a  common  seal,  and  may 

And  cap*-  ^^^^8^  *^^d  alter  the  same  at  then-  pleasure ;  and  also,  that 

Jjj  Md*oo2-  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  the  Fire  Depart- 

mllifnot^l  ment  of  the  City  of  New  York,  shall  be  in  law  capable  of 

mm  </twen- purchasing,  holding,  and   conveying  any  estate,  real  or 

douart.        personal,  for  the  use  of  the  said  corporation,  provided  that 

the  amount  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  said 

corporation   shall   not,  at  any  time,  exceed  the  sum   of 

twenty  thousand  dollars. 

metPoT}^  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  engineers  belonging  to 
tob?cbM«o.  the  said  Fire  Department  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day 

of  December  in  every  year,  choose  one  representative; 

each  company  of  eighteen  firemen,  two  representatives ; 

and  under  eighteen  firemen,  one  representative;  who 
4  shall  have  and  exercise  all  such  powers  as  are  hereinafter 

committed  to  them. 

•ucr^'r^pr^  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  representatives 
sentatiTM.    ^j^ji  ^jjj^j^g^^  Qjj  ^jjg  second  Monday  of  December  in  every 

year,  by  ballot,  out  of  their  own  body,  a  president  and 
vice-president ;  and  out  of  the  whole  body  of  the  firemen. 
First  repre-  three  trustces,  a  trieasurer,  secretary,  and  collector ;  that 
MiM  r**  the  first  representatives  shall  be,  Daniel  Hitchcock,  Thomas 
Tom,  IJicholas  Van  Antwerp,  James  Parsons,  jr.,  William 
Hardembrook,  Matthias  Nack,  Samuel  Lord,  Nicholas 
Roome,  Leonard  Rogers,  Cornelius  BrinckerhofT,  Joseph 
Smith,  Israel  Haviland,  John  Pritchett,  James  Robinson, 
Robert'  McCuUen,  Augustus  Wright,  William  Hunter, 
Elijah  Pinckney,  Isaac  Hatfield,  Garret  Debow,  Adam 
Pentz,  John  Perrin,  Adam  Hartell,  Moses  Smith,  William 
Brown,  John  Lent,  John  Utt,  Uzziah  Coddington,  jr., 
Peter  Embury,  James  Van  Dyck,  Thomas  Timpson,  Joseph 
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Newton,  William  Degrove,  William  Baker,  Thomas  Demilt, 
WilUam  A.  Hardenbi'ook,  Isaac  Tirboss,  Henry  Rogers, 
John  Dominick,  and  Joseph  Webb ;  that  Daniel  Hitchcock  menifo^flm 
shall'  be  the  first  president,  that  Thomas  Tom  shall  be  the  ▼»<»    prWi. 
first  vice-president,  that  Frederick  Devoe,  Jacob  Sherred,  *^. 
James  Stewart,  John  Striker,   James  Tylee,   Benjamin  ^S'^^^iiec. 
Strong,  Thomas  Brown,  Stephen  Smith,  and  Christopher  ^* 
Halstead  shall  be  the  first  trustees ;  that  Nicholas  Van 
Antwerp  shall  be  the  first  treasurer,  and  James  Parsons,  jr., 
the  first  secretary,  and  Martin  Morrison  the  first  collector ; 
to  hold  their  respective  offices  and  places  until  others  are 
appointed  in  their  stead,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act. 

That  the  said  trustees  shall  class  themselves  in  three 
classes ;  number  one  shall  go  out  of  office  the  first  year, 
number  two  the  second  year,  and  number  three  the  third 
year;  that  the  said  trustees  shall  manage  the  afiairs,  and     Dati««  or 
dispose  of  the  funds  of  the  corporation  according  to  the  by-  SSgwentr*' 
laws,  rules,  and  regulations  of  the  said  corporation,  fi*omtime  i^^^ii 
to  time  made  and  established  by  the  said  representatives.  ' 

That  the  trustees  shall  choose  a  president,  who  shall  have 
a  right  to  convene  them  when  he  thinks  proper,  at  least  once 
a  year;  that  the  treasurer  shall  give  security  to  the  trustees 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  trust ;  and  shall,  at  every 
annual  meeting  of  the  representatives,  render  them  an 
account  of  the  state  of  the  funds. 

That  the  representatives  shall,  at  their  meetings,  have  a 
right  to  inquire  into,  and  control  the  application  of  their 
funds,  and  to  displace  any  of  the  trustees  and  officers,  if 
guilty  of  ma1conduct,and  elect  others  in  their  stead.  That 
a  majority  of  the  said  representatives,  and  also  of  the  said 
trustees,  shall  respectively  be  a  quorum  to  do  business ; 
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in  JUj^  tiS  *b**  ^°  ^^®  ^^  *  vacancy  in  the  office  of  representative,  such 
ufbTiiu^^  vacancy  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  company  from  which  he  is 
deputed,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  by  a  special  election, 
to  be  held  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  in  case  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  president,  vice-president,  treasurer,  secre- 
tary, collector,  or  any  of  the  trustees,  such  vacancies  shall 
be  filled  up  by  the  representatives,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  by  a  special  election,  to  be  held  for  that  purpose. 

Two-thi.ds      And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  two-thirds  of  a  quorum  of 

of  tho  Repre-  ^  »  i 

Mnutires  to  the  Said  representatives  shall  have  full  power  to  make  and 

be  a  quorum  ^  ^ 

for  busiaoM.  prescribe  such  by-laws,  rules,  ordinances,  and  regulations  as 
to  them,  from  time  to  time,  shall  appear  needful  and  proper, 
touching  the  management  and  disposition  of  their  funds,  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  touching  the  meetings  of  the  said 
corporation,  both  special  and  ordinary,  except  the  second 
Monday  in  December,  in  every  year,  which  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  their  annual  meeting,  and  touching  the  duties 
and  conduct  of  their  officers  and  trustees,  and  touching  all 
such  other  matters  as  appertain  to  the  business,  ends,  and 
purposes  for  which  the  said  corporation  is  by  this  act  insti- 
with  pro-  tuted,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever ;  provided  that 
such  by-laws,  rules,  ordinances,  or  regulations  be  not  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  or  the  laws  of  the-  United  States, 
or  of  this  State. 

ita  oaae  or  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  any  election  shall 
^Idtog  eiec-  not  be  made  on  any  day,  when,  pursuant  to  this  act,  it  ought 
ooruon  day,  to  havc  bccu  made,  the  said  corporation  shall  not,  on  that 

tlM  oorpora-  *■ 

dhiSJid'***  acco^iiitf  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved;  but  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful,  on  any  other  day,  to  hold  and  make  such 
election,  in  such  manner  as  shall  have  been  regulated  by 
the  by-laws  and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIBE  DBPASTHENT.  11 

Andhe  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the  fiinds  of  the  said  corpo-  ^J^^^^ 
ration  which  shall  arise  from  chimney  finesi  certificates,  and  i^^- 
donations,  and  from  such  other,  objects  as  may  have  been 
heretofore  or  may  be  hereafter  agreed  on  by  the  respective 
fire  companies,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  such 
indigent  or  disabled  firemen,  or  their  families,  as  may  be 
interested  therein,  and  who  may,  in  the  opinion  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  trustees,  be  worthy  of  assistance ;  but  if  they 
shall  amount  to  a  greater  sum  than  the  trustees  may  think 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  said  purposes,  then  the  said  repre- 
sentatives shall  have  power  to  apply  such  surplus  to  the 
purpose  of  extinguishing  fires,  under  such  limitations  and 
restrictions  as  they  may,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  City  of  New  York,  deem  proper. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this  act  is  hereby  declared  ^^  jjj****" 
to  be  a  public  act ;  and  that  the  same  shall  be  construed, 
in  all  courts  and  places,  benignly  and  favorably,  for  every 
beneficial  purpose  hereby  intended. 
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AN  ACT  to  reduce  several  Laws,  relating  particularly  to  the 
City  of  New  Yorky  into  orie  Act. 

PASSEiy  April  9,  1813. 

FOB  THB  HORE  EVFECTUALr  PREVBNTION  OF  FIRES* 
CHAP.  86. 

10  b?^"***iS  ^*  ^  ^^'  "^^^  ^  ^  further  ena^ed,  That  all  dwelling- 
ui?'°iimaJ'  l^^^is^j  store-houses,  and  other  buildings  which  from  and 
lid^itoi^''*  after  the  passing  of  this^  act,  shall  be  built  or  erected  within 
the  city  of  New  York  (that  is  to  say),  within  that  part  of 
the  said  city  to  the  northward  of  the  point  of  the  Battery, 
and  a  line  beginning  upon  the  East  River,  opposite  Mont- 
gomery street ;  thence  through  Montgomery  street  to  Cherry 
street ;  thence  down  Cherry  street  to  Roosevelt  street ;  thence 
through  Roosevelt  to  Chatham  street ;  thence  down  Chat- 
ham street  to  Chambers  street;  and  thence  through  Chambers 
street  to  Broadway ;  thence  up  Broadway  to  Canal  street ; 
thence  commencing  again  at  Chambers  street,  and  running 
to  Hudson's  river,  including,  also,  the  lots  of  ground  on  the 
northerly  and  easterly  sides  of  the  said  streets,  through 
which  the  above-mentioned  line  runs,  and  including,  also,  the 
lots  of  ground  fronting  on  both  sides  of  Broadway,  between 
^^"*»p^3^  Chambers  street  and  Canal  street,  shall  be  made  and  con- 

or  flro*walls. 

structed  of  stone  or  brick,  with  party  or  fire  walls,  rising  at 
with  uuor  least  six  inches  above  the  roof,  and  shall  be  covered,  except 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIBE  DEPABTMENT.  13 

the  flat  roof  thereof,  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  safe  mate-  £fiiar^ 
rials,  against  fire ;  and  not  -with  board  and  shingles. 

Provided  such  flat  do  not  exceed  two-fifths  part  of  such  pwiw. 
roof;  and  that  there  be  erected  around  the  same  flat,  a  sub- 
stantial balcony  or  balustrade ;  provided  also,  that  the  said  ^  ^^"^^ 
provisions  and  regulations  shall  not  extend  or  apply  to 
any  building  whatsoever  that  shall  be  erected  or  built  upon 
any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  whereon  there  was 
any  building  on  the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  within  the 
limits  aforesaid ;  and  northward  and  eastward  of  a  line 
beginning  upon  the  East  river,  in  a  direct  line  from  the 
comer  of  Montgomery  and  Cherry  streets :  tiience  down 
Cherry  street  to  Peail  street ;  thence  down  Pearl  street  to 
Beekman  street ;  thence  through  Beekman  street  to  Chat- 
ham row ;  thence  down  Chatham  row,  and  across  Broad- 
way to  Partition  street ;  thence  through  Partition  street, 
across  Greenwich,  Washington,  and  West  streets,  to  Hud- 
son's river,  except  such  buildings  as  may  be  built  or  erected 
on  any  lot  or  lots  of  ground  on  the  northwardly  or  east- 
wardly  sides  of  the  said  streets,  through  which  the  line 
aforesaid  runs,  by  any  lessee  or  lessees,  or  other  person  or 
persons,  possessed  of  a  leasehold  estate,  or  interest  of  and 
in  such  said  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  for  any 
term  of  years,  whereof  not  more  than  two  years  were,  on 
the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  unexpired,  under  or  by  virtue  of 
any  lease  or  other  contract,  actually  subsisting  and  in  force 
on  the  last  mentioned  day .  and  wherein  there  shall  not  be 
contained  any  clause  or  provision  for  any  allowance  or 
payment  to  the  lessee  or  lessees,  their  executors,  adminis- 
trators, or  assigns,  or  any  of  them,  at  or  before,  or  after  the 
end  or  expiration  of  the  said  term,  for  or  in  respect  of  any 
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building  erected  or  to  be  erected  on  the  said  leasehold 
premises  during  the  said  term ;  but  that  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  such  lessee  or  lessees,  or  person  or  persons  so  pos- 
sessed of  a  leasehold  estate  or  interest  in  any  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments,  or  premises  within  the  limits  afore- 
said, and  northwardly  and  eastwardly  of  the  line  aforesaid, 
except  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  so  circumstanced  in 
respect  to  the  said  leasehold  premises,  and  his,  her,  or  their 
estate  and  interest  therein  as  aforesaid,  to  erect  and  build 
upon  the  same  leasehold  premises,  whereof  he,  she,  or  they 
shall  be  so  possessed,  or  upon  any  part  thereof,  any  build- 
ing whatsoever  which,  from  the  surface  or  level  of  the 
street  or  ground  to  which  such  building  shall  adjoin, 
either  in  the  front  or  in  the  rear,  to  the  foot  of  the  rafter, 
shall  be  not  more  than  twenty-five  feet,  with  the  materials 
and  in  the  manner  the  same  may,  on  the  day  and  year  last 
mentioned,  have  been  lawfully  built  or  erected,  any  thing 
in  this  act  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  but 
any  buildings  so  to  be  built  or  erected  upon  any  such 
leasehold  premises,  by  any  such  lessee  or  lessees,  or  person 
or  persons  possessed  of  any  leasehold  estate,  or  interest 
therein,  being  so  circumstanced  as  herein  aforesaid,  which, 
from  the  level  or  surface  of  the  street  or  ground  to  which 
such  building  shall  adjoin,  either  in  the  front  or  the  rear, 
to  the  foot  of  the  rafter,  shall  be  more  than  twenty-five 
feet,  shall  be  made  or  constructed  of  stone  or  brick,  with 
party  or  fire-walls,  rising  at  least  six  inches  above  the  roof, 
and  shall  be  covered  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  safe  mate- 
rials against  fire,  and  not  with  boards  and  shingles,  except 
the  flat  roof  thereof,  such  flat  roof  not  to  exceed  two  equal 
fifth  parts  of  the  space  of  the  whole  roof,  and  a  substantial 
balcony  or  balustrade  being  erected  around  the  same. 
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2.  §  60.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  dwelling-  buudS?^ 
house,  store-house,  or  other  building  whatsoever  shall  be  ^^ISg***** 
erected  or  roofed  contrary  to  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  ^ 
the  proprietor  or  proprietors  thereof  shall,  for  every  such 
offense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars ;  and 
every  builder  who  shall  build  or  roof,  or  assist  in  building  or 
roofing  such  dwelling-house,  store-house,  or  other  building, 
contrary  to  the  said  section,  whether  he  be  the  proprietor  or 
not,  shall,  for  every  such  ofiense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;   to  be  recovered,  with  costs  ^''™°^- 

•^  '  '  ered  and  ap- 

of  suit,  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State,  by  the  v'^^^- 
treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  said  city,  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
thereof;  and  when  recovered,  shall  be  appropriated  by  the 
Conunon  Council  of  the  said  city,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
moneys  raised  by  tax,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  the 
said  city,  are  by  law  directed  to  be  applied;  and  no  such 
action  or  suit  shall  be  abated  or  discontinued  by  the  death, 
resignation,  removal  from  office,  or  any  other  change  of  such 
ixeasurer  or  chamberlain,  but  shall  and  may  be  continued 
and  prosecuted  to  effect,  by  his  successor  in  office. 

3.  %  61.  And  be  it  further  etuUedj  That  all  dwellings  bniwiS?**" 
houses,  store-houses,  and  other  buildings  whatsoever,  which,  "^^  2*iS 
after  the  passmg  of  this  act,  shall  be  built  or  erected  within  Sr"ll^e^^ 
said  city  (that  is  to  say,)  within  the  watch  and  lamp  district  SI^?i.S5^ 
of  the  said  city,  and  not  included  in  the  fifty-ninth  section  of 
this  act,  and  which  from  the  surface  or  level  of  the  ground  to 
which  such  building  shall  adjoin,  either  in  the  front  or  in 
the  rear,  to  the  foot  of  the  rafters,  shall  be  more  than  thirty 
feet,  or  of  more  than  two  stories,  shall  be  made  or  constructed 
of  stone  or  brick,  with  party  or  fire-walls,  rising  at  least  six 
inches  above  the  roof,  and  shall  be  covered,  except  the  flat 
roof  thereof,  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  safe  materials  against 
fire,  and  not  with  boards  and  shingles. 
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to^'S^m     Provided  such  flat  do  not  exceed  to  equal  fifth  parts  of 
^^^'  the  space  of  such  roof,  and  that  there  be  erected  around  the 

same  a  substantial  balcony  or  balustrade. 

Pwuaty  fbr  4.  ^  62.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  dwelling- 
Kt  ■eJti«  **  ^o^8®>  store-house,  or  ot^er  building  whatsover,  shall  be 
erected  or  rocked  contrary  to  the  last  preceding  section  of 
this  act,  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  thereof  shall,  for  every 
sudi  offense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars ; 
and  every  builder  who  shall  build,  roof,  or  assist  in  building 
or  roofing  such  dwelling-house,  store-house,  or  other  build- 
ing, contrary  to  the  said  last  preceding  section,  whether  he 
be  the  proprietor  or  not,  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered, 
How  MOOT-  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State« 
propiiated.  by  the  treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  the  said  city,  for  the  use 
of  the  poor  thereof,  and  when  recovered  shall  be  appropriated 
by  the  Common  Council  of  the  said  city  in  manner  aforesaid ; 
and  no  such  action  or  suit  shall  be  abated  or  discontinued  by 
the  death,  resignation,  removal  from  ofiice,  or  other  change  of 
such  treasurer  or  chamberlain,  but  shall  and  may  be  con- 
tinued and  prosecuted  to  effect  by  his  successor  in  office. 
And  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  erection  of  any  dwell- 
ing-house, store-house,  or  other  building  within  the  said  city, 
contrary  to  this  act. 

bniidi^^dS  ^-  %  63.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  such  store- 
'^^"^  house,  dwelling-house,  or  other  building,  which,  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  erected  or  roofed  within  the 
said  city,  contrary  to  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  a  common 
nuisance,  and  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the 
Justices  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  gaol  de- 
livery, and  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace,  shall,  within  the  said  city,  have  cognizance  of 
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such  offenses,  and  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  in  all  and  cimi^"2^ 
every  of  the  charges  hereafter  to  be  made  or  given  by  themilJJJ^  ^^^^ 
to  the  grand  juries  in  their  respective  courts,  strictly  to  ^^^   ^' 
charge  such  grand  jurors  diligently  to  inquire  of,  and  to 
present  all  offenses  against  this  act,  and  the  court  to  which 
an  indictment  or  presentment  shall  be  preferred  for  such 
offense,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered  and  enjoined  to 
prosecute  such  indictment,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  prose- 
cuted in  the  usual  manner  of  prosecution  ;  and,  upon  con- 
viction, to  adjudge  such  fines  and  penalties  as  they,  in  their    And  to  im- 
discretion,  shall  think  fit  and  proper;  and  also,  in  their  ^^    caua© 
discretion,   to   cause  such    nuisance   to   be   abated    and  JJ^'*^  ^ 
removed, 

6.  ^  64.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  if  any  dwelling-     Buudinga, 
house,  store-house,  or  other  building  already  erected,  and  ed.    "^*'' 
now  covered  with  boards  or  shingles,  withm  the  said  city, 
southward  and  westward  of  the  line  last  mentioned,  shall 

at  any  time  hereafter  require  to  be  new  roofed,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  thereof,  to 
roof  the  same  with  boards  or  shingles,  or  in  such  other 
manner  as  was  customary  before  the  passing  of  this  act, 
any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

7.  %  65.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  roofs,  steeples,  j^^^  ^^ 
cupolas,  and  spires  of  churches,  and  all  other  public  build-  J^^'bL,  *^ 
ings,  may  be  covered  with  boards  and  shingles;  and  all^erTi!ud° 
privies,  not  exceeding  ten  feet  square,  and  fiftieen  feet  in  b!^t°"^and 
height ;  and  all  fire-engine  houses  of  the  Corporation,  and  wood. 

all  lime-houses,  which  shall  be  erected  by  the  express  per- 
mission  of  the  Corporation,  may  be  built  of  wood  and 
boards,  or  brick  and  stone,  and  covered  with  boards  and 
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shingles,  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

der  hSS^d      ®"  ^  ^^"  ^^  ^  *^  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  not  be 
kepk*  ^  ^  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  have  or  keep  any  quan- 
tity of  gunpowder,  exceeding  twenty-eight  pounds  weight, 
in  any  one  place,  house,  store,  or  outhouse,  less  than  one 
mile  to  the  northward  of  the  City  Hall  of  the  said  city, 
except  in  the  public  magazine,  at  the  fresh  water,  which 
said  quantity  of  twenty-eight  pounds  shall  be  separated  in 
four  stone  jugs,  or  tin  canisters,  each  of  which  shall  not 
contain  more  than  seven  pounds ;  and  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  keep  any  greater  quantity  than  twenty-eight 
pounds  in  any  one  place,  house,  store,  or  outhouse,  or  if 
the  same  gunpowder  so  permitted  to  be  kept  as  aforesaid, 
shall  not  be  separated  in  the  manner  herein  above  directed, 
he,  she,  or  they  shall  fortify  all  such  gunpowder  so  kept 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  or  so 
permitted  to  be  kept,  and  which  shall  not  be  separated  as 
aforesaid,  and  shall  also  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
^^^j.^  twenty-five  dollars  for  every  hundred  weight  of  powder, 
'*°**^^'       and  in  that  proportion  for  a  greater  or  less  quantity ;  to  be 
recovered  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  cognizance 
thereof,  by  any  person  or  persons  who  will  sue  for  the 
prortoo  as  ^'^^^  5  providcd   always,  that  all  actions  and  suits  to  be 
wmmSlcing'  commenccd,  sued,  or  prosecuted,   against  any  person  or 
•"**•  persons,  for  any  thing  done  contrary  to  this  and  the  two 

following  sections  of  this  act,  shall  be  commenced,  sued,  or 
prosecuted  within  two  calendar  months  next  after  the 
offense  committed,  and  not  at  any  time  hereafter. 

And  to  avoid  dangers  from  gunpowder,  laden  on  board  of 
any  ship  or  vessel  arriving  from  sea. 
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9.  §  67.  Beit  further  enacted^  That  the  commander,  or en^^J^^SSJ: 
owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  other  vessel,  arriving  from  toiLTnld 
sea,  and  having  gunpowder  onboard,  shall  within  twenty-  ^^en^i 
four  hours  after  her  arrival  in  the  harbor,  and  before  such  roarhl^riri 
ship  or  other  vessel  shall  be  hauled  alongside  of  any  wharf, 

pier,  or  key  within  the  said  city,  land  the  said  gunpowder,  by 
means  of  a  boat,  or  boats,  or  other  small  craft,  at  any  place 
on  the  East  river,  east  of  Walnut  street,  or  at  any  place  on 
the  North  river,  to  the  northward  of  the  outlet  of  Lispen- 
ard's  meadow,  which  may  be  mofit.  contiguous  to  any  of  the 
magazines,  and  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  stored  in  one  of 
the  magazines  now  built,  or  hereafter  to  be  built  for  that 
purpose,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  all  such  gunpowder,  to  any  under  pen 
person  or  persons  who  will  sue  and  prosecute  for  the  same  Siting  th^ 
to  efiect,  in  manner  aforesaid. 

And  to  prevent  any  evil  consequences  which  may  arise 
from  the  caiTiage  of  gunpowder, 

10.  ^  68.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  gunpowder  which     How  gun- 
shall  be  carried  through  the  streets  of  said  city,  by  carts,  ^^SJ5J^^ 
carriages,  or  by  hand,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  in  tight  casks,  "^^^^ 
well  headed  and  hooped,  and  shall  be  put  into  bags,  or 
leather  cases,  and  entirely  covered  therewith,  so  that  no 
powder  may  be  spilled  or  scattered  in  the  passage  thereof, 

on  pain  of  forfeiting  all  such  gunpowder  as  shall  be  con- 
veyed through  any  of  the  streets  aforesaid,  in  any  other 
manner  than  is  hereby  directed  ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  seize  the  same,  to  his  or 
their  use  and  benefit,  and  to  convey  the  same  to  one  of  the 
magazines  aforesaid^  and  thereupon  to  prosecute  the  person 
or  persons  offending  against  this  act,  "before  the  Mayor  or 
Recorder,  and  any  two  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  and  such 
gunpowder,  upon  conviction,  shall  be  condemned  to  the 
use  of  the  person  seizing  the  same. 
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On  BOFpi-      11,  ^  69.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it   shall   and 

oloD  of  gun-  '  J  ^ 

^**Snc^'  °^*y  ^®  lawful  for  the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  or  any  two  Alder- 
l^TZ^l  Dfieii  of  the  said  city,  upon  application  being  made  by  any 
to  Bewchfor  ijjiju^jj^ant  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  and  upon  his  or 
their  making  oath  of  reasonable  cause  of  suspicion,  of  the 
sufficiency  of  which  the  said  Mayor,  or  Recorder,  or  Alder- 
men is  or  are  to  be  judge  or  judges,  to  issue  his  or  their 
warrant  or  warrants,  under  his  or  their  hand  and  seal,  or 
hands  and  seals,  for  searching  for  such  gunpowder,  in  the 
daytime,  in  any  building  or  place  whatsoever,  within  the 
limits  aforesaid,  or  in  any  ship  or  other  vessel,  within  forty- 
eight  hours  after  her  arrival  in  the  harbor,  or  at  any  time 
after  such  ship  or  other  vessel  shall  and  may  have  hauled 
alongside  any  wharf,  pier,  or  key,  within  the  limits  afore- 
said ;  and  that  upon  any  such  search  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  person  finding  any  such  gunpowder,  immediately  to 
seize,  and  at  any  time  within  twelve  hours  after  such  seiz- 
ure, to  convey  the  same  to  one  of  the  magazines  aforesaid ; 
and  the  same  gunpowder  being  so  removed,  to  detain  and 
keep  until  it  shall  be  determined  by  the  Mayor,  or  Recorder, 
and  any  two  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  whether  the  same  is 
forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  person  or  persons  so 
detaining  the  same,  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  action  or  suit 
for  the  detention  thereof. 

Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  clause  of  this  act 
contained,  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  any  person  hav- 
ing such  warrant  to  take  advantage  of  the  same  for  serving 
any  civil  process  of  any  kind  whatsoever ;  provided  also, 
that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  ships  of 
war,  or  packets  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
of  them,  or  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  nor  to  authorize 
the  searching  for  gunpowder  on  board  of  any  such  ship  or 
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vessel  while  lying  in  the  stream,  and  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  wharf  or  shore. 

12.  ^  70.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  gim-  ex^SS^S 
powder,  exceeding  twenty-eight  pounds,  shall  be  found  in  SlrCiZ^ 
the  custody  of  any  person,  during  any  fire,  or  alarm  of  STmnd  «»1 
fire  in  the  said  city,  by  any  fireman  of  the  said  city,  it  shall  *°^ 

be  lawful  for  him  to  seize  the  same,  without  warrant  from 
the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  or  Aldermen,  and  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  condemned  in  manner  aforesaid,  to  his  own  use ; 
any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

13.  ^71.  And  be  U  further  enactedj  That  from  and  after  ^    suiphor. 

'  ^  •'  '  hemp,      and 

the  passing  of  this  act,  no  greater  quantity  of  sulphur  than  Jj*^  ^^^  ^ 
ten  hundred  weight,  and  no  greater  quantity  of  hemp  and  ^"^  ^r  Ty 
flax  than  twenty  hundred  weight,  shall  be  put,  stored,  or  cSS" 
kept  in  any  one  place  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the 
southward  of  the  fresh  water,  in  the  Sixth  Ward,  nor  to 
the  southward  of  Rutgers  slip,  in  the  Seventh  Ward,  other 
than  in  such  proper  place  or  places,  as  shall  be  appointed 
and  approved  of  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common- 
alty of  the  said  city,  in  Common  Council  convened,  under 
the  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  every  ofiense,  or  re-  peaiity. 
fusal  to  remove  the  same ;  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of 
suit,  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State,  by  the  treas- 
urer or  chamberlain  of  the  said  city,  to  be  applied  towards 
the  support  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city. 

14.  §  72.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  pitch,  tar,  ^/**^^*i{„^'' 
turpentine,  rosin,  spirits  of  turpentine,  linseed  oil,  or  shin-  brwopt^mi^ 
gles,  shall  be  put  in  any  place  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  proved*  by 
the  southward  of  the  fresh  water,  other  than  in  such  places  ci^cu"*™"° 
as  shall  be  appointed  and  approved  of  by  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Commonalty  of  said  city,  under  the  penalty  of 
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***°^^-  twenty-five  dollars  for  every  offense,  or  refusal  to  remove 
the  same ;  to  be  sued  for,  and  recovered,  with  costs,  before 
any  court  having  cognizance  of  debts  to  that  amount,  by 
any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  and  when  recov- 
ered, to  be  paid  to  the  chamberlain  of  the  said  city,  for  the 

^Tow\»-  use  of  the  poor  thereof;  provided,  however,  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  ship-chandlers  in  the  said  city,  to 
keep  in  any  inclosure  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  a  quan- 
tity of  pitch,  tar,  rosin,  and  turpentine,  not  exceeding,  in 
whole,  twenty  barrels  at  any  one  time, 

flri^"*^'^in?  ^^'  ^  ^^*  ^^  ^  ^  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person 
SujlTcitJ^r*"  shall  fire  or  discharge  any  gun  or  pistol,  rocket,  cracker, 
squib,  or  other  fire-work  in  any  street,,  lane  or  alley,  gar- 
den, or  other  inclosure,  or  from  any  house,  or  in  any  other 
place  where  persons  frequently  walk,  to  the  southward  of 
the  fresh  water,  every  such  person,  for  every  such  offense. 
How  recw-  fihall  forfcit  and  pay  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  to  be  sued 

erwi  and  ap-  t 

plied.  for,  recovered,  and  applied  as  is  directed  in  and  by  the  last 

preceding  section  of  this  act ;  and  in  case  any  such  offender 

be  a  slave,  the  owner  or  possessor  of  such  slave  shall  be 

MaateraaTi-  answcrablc  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  act  had  been  done 

Bwerablo  lur 

■£vT*    °'  t)y  such  owner  or  possessor. 

nrcni'?n  to  16,  §  74.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  law- 
by  D.mmon  ful  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  said  city, 
in  Common  Council  convened,  and  they  are  hereby  required, 
from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  it  shall  be  necessary,  to 
appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  strong,  able,  discreet,  honest, 
and  sober  men,  willing  to  accept  such  appointment,  being 
freeholders  or  freemen  of  the  said  city,  to  have  the  care, 
management,  working,  and  using  the  fire-engines,  and  the 
other  tools  and  instruments  now  provided,  or  hereafter  to 
be  provided,  for  extinguishing  of  fires  within  the  said  city ; 
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which  persons  so  to  be  appointed  shall  be  called  the  fire- ii»ir  doty, 
men  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  who  with  the  engineers 
of  the  same  city,  are  hereby  required  to  be  ready  at  all 
times,  as  well  by  night  as  by  day,  to  manage,  work,  and 
use  the  same  fire-engines,  and  other  the  tools  and  imple- 
ments aforesaid. 


17.  ^  75.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  persons  so 
to  be  appointed  firemen,  and  every  of  them,  during  their  ^""^j^^^'^J 
continuance  in  that  office,  and  no  longer,  shall  be  exempted  ^^^ 
from  serving  in  the  office  of  constable,  and  from  being  im- 
panneUd  or  returned  upon  any  juries  or  inquests,  and  of 

and  from  militia  duty,  within  the  said  city,  except  in  cases 
of  invasion  or  other  imminent  danger,  and  the  names  of  all  TbeirnamM 
firemen  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  regis-  tor**. 
tered  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  the  said  city,  and  his 
certificate  shall  be  sufficient  evidence,  in  all  courts  and 
cases,  of  such  exemption. 

And  further^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Alder-  ty^STo.^ 
men,  and  Commonalty  of  the  said  city,  in  Common  Coun-  "**"  ^^^^^ 
cil  convened,  to  remove  all  or  any  of  the  firemen  now 
appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  when, 
and  as  often  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  to  appoint  others 
in  their  stead. 

18.  §76.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  co„nSr°'to 
for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  said  city,  J^'J*  ^^^. 
in  Common  Council  convened,  to  make  and  ordain  such  ^"  '"^  ^*" 
rules  and  regulations  in  respect  of  the  government  and 

duty  of  the  persons  by  them  appointed  firemen,  in  the 
working,  managing,  and  frequent  exercising,  trying,  and 
using  of  the  same  fire-engines,  tools,  and  other  instruments, 
and  to  impose  and  establish  such  reasonable  fines,  penal-  Andimpoae 
ties,  and  forfeitures  upon  them,  or  any  of  them,  for  default 
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or  neglect  of  the  duties  and  services  thereby  to  be  re- 
quired from  them,  as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  think 
proper. 

»hPriff"*de°'  ^^'  ^^"^^  ^^  ^  it  further  enattedy  That  upon  the  break- 
wnsubia"^'  ^^S  ^^*  ^^  ^^y  ^^^  within  the  said  city,  the  sheriffs,  deputy 
■h^bi,  °**in  sheriffs,  constables,  and  marshals,  upon  notice  thereof,  shall 
cases  of  fire,  imnje^jiatcly  repair  tp  the  place  where  such  fire  shall  hap- 
pen, with  their  rods,  staves,  and  other  badges  of  authority, 
and  be  aiding  and  assisting,  as  well  in  the  extinguishing  of 
the  said  fires,  and  causing  the  persons  attending  the  same 
to  work,  as  in  preventing  any  goods  or  household  furniture 
from  being  stolen  at  such  fires,  and  shall  seize  all  persons 
whom  they  find  stealing  or  pilfering ;  and  the  officers  afore- 
said shall  also  give  their  utmost  assistance  to  the  inhabit- 
ants in  removing  and  securing  their  said  goods  and  furniture ; 
and  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  required  from  them  by 
this  act,  shall  be  obedient  to  the  orders  of  the  Mayor,  Re- 
corder, and  Aldermen  of  the  city,  or  such  of  them  as  shall 
be  present  at  such  fires. 

roi,n?nTo?-      2^-  ^"^S-  ^^  ^  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
attt  ^p!t  fo*"  ^^^  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  said  city, 
budcote.  ^^^  in  Common  Council  convened,  by  ordinances  by  them  for 
that  purpose  to  be  made,  to  direct  the  inhabitants  or  own- 
ers of  houses  and  other  buildings  in  the  said  city,  to  furnish 
themselves  with  such  and  so  many  fire-buckets,  to  be  ready 
in  their  respective  houses  and  other  buildings,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extinguishing  fires  which  may  happen  in  the  said 
And  to  im  city,  and  to  impose  and   establish  such   reasonable  fines, 
iUfi  for  neg-  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  for  every  neglect,  default,  or  dis- 
obedience thereof,  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

Lobs  of  Are      ^l-  ^^9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  any  per- 
son shall  lose  any  bucket  at  any  fire  which  may  happen  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIBE  DEPARTMEKT.  25 

the  said  city,  and  shall,  within  sixty  days  thereafter,  make  ^  tJJJJ 
proof  thereof  before  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or  one  of  the  ^Sm.^ 
Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  of  the  value  of  such  bucket, 
and  that  the  same  was  actually  lost  or  destroyed  in  that 
service,  in  such  case  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common- 
alty of  the  said  city,  in  Common  Council  convened,  shall,- 
by  warrant,  under  the  hand  of  the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  pre- 
siding at  such  Common  Council,  directed  to  the  Chamber- 
Imin  of  the  said  city,  order  the  value  of  such  bucket  to  be 
paid  to  such  person  so  making  proof  of  the  loss  thereof, 
out  of  any  moneys  remaining  in  his  hands  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  arising  in  the  said  city ;  and  if  any  person 
shall,  at  any  time  thereafter,  be  convicted  of  having  taken 
a  false  oath  touching  the  premises,  such  person  shall  incur 
the  penalties  of  willful  and  corrupt  peijury. 

22.  §  80.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  if  any  such  buckets  ^^'"^^^^ 
so  proved  to  be  lost,  shall  afterwards  be  found,  the  prop-  ^^^  )^^ 
erty  thereof  shall  thenceforward  be  in  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  unless 

the  owner  thereof  will  take  back  the  same,  and  return  the 
money  allowed  and  paid  for  the  loss  thereof. 

23.  §    81.   And  be  it  further  enacted,  That   when   ^rij  ^J^^^^f 
building  or  buildings  in  the  city  of  New  York  shall  be  ^f;,^*'' {, Jifj[ 
on  fire,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  or  in  his  absence  |S5iod  dow^ 
the  Recorder  of  the  city,  with  the  consent  and  concur- 
rence of  any  two  of  the  Aldermen  thereof,  or  for  any  three 

of  the  Aldermen,  to  direct  and  order  the  same,  or  any 
other  building  which  they  may  deem  hazardous,  and  likely 
to  take  fire,  or  to  convey  the  fire  to  other  buildings,  to  be 
pulled  down  or  destroyed ;  and  upon  the  application  of  any 
person  interested  in  such  building  so  pulled  down  or  de- 
stroyed, to  the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  or  any  two  Aldermen, 
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•uaJmST^"  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  issue  a  precept  for  a  jury  to  in- 
M^JuoiSd^  quire  of  and  assess  the  damages  which  the  owners  of  such 
building,  and  all   persons  having  any  estate  or  interest 
therein,  have  respectively  sustained  by  the  pulling  down 
or  destroying    thereof;    which   precept  shall  be   issued, 
directed,   executed,   returned,   and    proceeded  upon,  and 
the  proceedings  thereon  shall   take  effect,  as   nearly  as 
may  be,  in  such  manner  as  by  the  2i9th  section  of  this 
act  are  directed  (and  which  will  be  found  at  the  close  of  this 
act),  in  relation  to  ground  taken  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned ;  and  the  said  inquiry  and  assessment  having 
been  confirmed  by  the  Mayor's  Court,  the  sums  assessed 
paw"by*oS^  by  ^^^  said  jury  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  Mayor,  Alder- 
pf^M  su^  men,  and  Commonalty,  to  the  respective  persons  in  whose 
uinuig  1068.  f^y^Y  ^jjg  j^j^y  shall  have  assessed  the  same,  in  full  satisfac- 
tion of  all  demands  of  such  persons  respectively,  by  reason 
of  the  pulling  down  or  destroying  such  building ;  and  the 
Mayor's  Court,  before  whom  any  such  process  shall  be  re- 
turnable, shall  have  power  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
jurors  and  witnesses  upon  any  such  assessment  of  damages. 

BUB  iciou8*°**  ^^'  ^  ^^'  ^^^  *^  it  further  enacted,  That  during  the 
E^"^I*m^ed  a<5tual  prevalence  of  any  such  fire  as  aforesaid,  it  shall 
from  flrcB.  ^^^  ^^^  j^^  lawf ul  for  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  each  of 
the  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  to  remove,  or  cause  to  be 
removed  and  kept  away  from  the  vicinity  of  such  fire,  all 
idle  and  suspicious  persons,  and  all  persons  not  fit  to  be 
employed,  or  not  actually  and  usefully  employed,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  said  Mayor,  Recorder,  or  Aldermen,  in 
aiding  the  extinguishment  of  such  fire,  or  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  property  in  the  vicinity  thereof. 

Damaffos      25.  %  83.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  assessed 

for        pUlliUg  '  o  "i      n 

down  build-  by  such  jury  as  aforesaid,  for  any  building  so  pulled  down 
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or  destroyed  as  aforesaid  (the  same  assessment  and  inquiry  J^rJ^ti'lSJ 
having  been  confirmed  by  the  court),  shall,  together  with  rSSLo  **^ 
the  expenses  of  the  proceedings  for  such  assessment,  be 
borne  and  defrayed  by  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
monalty. 


26.  ^  84.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Mayor,  f^^^^^  ^„, 
Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  IiS'***ordi? 
Common  Council  convened,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  and  Jh?**"extiS^ 
as  often  as  they  deem  it  necessary,  have  power  to  pass  and  Sd  p^en- 
provide  for  the  due  execution  of  ordinances,  as  they  may 
deem  proper,  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  and  extin- 
guishment of  fires  in  the  said  city,  and  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  all  engineers  and  firemen,  and  such  other 
persons  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  assist  at  the  extin- 
guishment of  fires,  and  to  prescribe  the  duties  required  of 
such  engineers,  firemen,  and  other  persons ;  and  also  to 
regulate  the  keeping,  carting,  conveying,  or  transporting  of 
gunpowder,  or  any  other  combustible  or  other  dangerous 
material,  within  the  bounds  of  the  said  city,  and  to  provide 
for  the  forfeiture  thereof,  if  the  same  shall  be  kept  contrary 
to  such  law ;  and  also  to  regulate  the  use  of  lights  and 
candles  in  livery  and  other  stables  wdthin  the  same  city ; 
and  also  to  remove  or  prevent  the  construction  of  any  fire- 
place, hearth,  chimney,  stove,  oven,  boiler,  kettle,  or  appa- 
ratus, used  in  any  manufactory  or  business,  which  may  be 
dangerous  in  causing  or  promoting  fires ;  and  also  to  direct 
the  construction  of  deposits  for  ashes,  in  safe  and  suitable 
places,  and  of  materials  secure  against  fire,  and  for  that 
purpose  to  authorize  such  suitable  oflScer  or  officers  as  they 
may  think  proper,  and  at  such  reasonable  times  as  they 
shall  appoint,  to  enter  into  and  examine  all  dwelling-houses, 
lots,  yards,  inclosures,  and  buildings,  of  every  description, 
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within  the  said  city,  to  examine  and  discover  whether  any 
danger  exists  therein ;  and  in  order  that  proper  measures 
may  be  taken  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  neighborhood. 

The  following  is  section  219,  referred  to  in  section  81, 
relative  to  the  mode  of  assessment  for  damages  sustained  in 
pulling  down  or  destroying  any  building  or  buildings  that 
shall  be  on  fire,  or  deemed  hazardous  and  likely  to  take  fire, 
or  to  convey  fire  to  other  buildings : 

ooun^u""^  ^219.  And  be  it  further  enacted j  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
wLrvea  ^d  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  said  city, 
diSmed^ex"  iu  Commou  Council  convened,  to  lay  out  wharves  and  slips 
in  the  said  city,  whenever  and  wherever  they  shall  deem  it 
expedient ;  and  if  in  so  doing,  they  shall  require  for  such 
purposes  the  ground  of  any  person,  notice  thereof  shall  be 
given  to  the  owner  or  parties  interested  therein,  or  to  his  or 
their  agent  or  legal  representative,  and  the  said  Common 
Council  shall  treat  with  such  persons  for  the  same ;  and  if 
any  such  person  shall  refuse  to  treat  for  such  ground,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  and  any  two  or 
more  Aldermen,  by  precept,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to 
conmiand  the  Sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York 
to  empannel  and  return  a  jury,  to  appear  before  the  Mayor's 
Court  of  the  said  city,  at  any  term  thereof,  not  less  than 
three  weeks  from  the  date  of  such  precept,  to  inquire  of 
and  assess  the  damages  and  recompense  due  to  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  ground,  and  at  the  same  time  to  sum- 
mon such  owner  or  owners,  or  his  or  their  agent  or  legal 
representative,  by  notice,  to  be  left  at  his  or  their  most 
usual  place  of  abode,  to  appear  before  the  said  court,  at  the 
time  and  place  in  such  precept  to  be  mentioned,  which  jury, 
being  first  duly  sworn,  faithfully  and  impartially,  to  inquire 
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into  and  assess  the  damage  in  question,  and  having  viewed 
the  premises,  if  necessary,  shall  inquire  of  and  assess  such 
damages  and  recompense  as  they  shall,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, judge  fit  to  be  awarded  to  the  owner  or  own- 
ers of  such  ground,  for  their  respective  losses,  according  to 
their  several  interests  and  estates  therein,  and  the  verdict 
of  such  jury,  and  the  judgment  of  said  Mayor's  Court,  there- 
upon, and  the  payment  of  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  so 
awarded  and  adjudged  to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  or 
tender  and  refusal  thereof,  shall  be  conclusive  and  binding 
against  the  said  owner  and  owners,  his  and  their  respective 
heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  claiming  any 
estate  or  interest  of,  in,  or  to  the  same  ground,  and  it  shall 
thereupon  be  lawful  for  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commonalty  to  cause  the  same  ground  to  be  converted  to, 
and  used  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
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38th  SESSION. 

CHAP.  156. 

AN  ACT  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  f  res  in  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Passed  April  11,  1815. 

how""to°S  ^1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
w?uSiJ  partS  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly  :  That  all  dwell- 
of  the  city,  ing.houses,  store-houses,  and  other  buildings,  which  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  built  or  erected 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  that  is  to  say,  within  that  part 
of  the  said  city  to  the  northward  of  the  point  of  the  Bat- 
tery, and  included  between  the  said  point  of  the  Battery 
and  a  line  beginning  upon  the  East  river,  opposite  Mont- 
gomery street;  thence  through  Montgomery  street  to  Cherry 
street;  thence  down  Cherry  street  to  Catharine  street; 
thence  through  Catharine  street  to  Chatham  street ;  thence 
down  Chatham  street  to  Pearl  street ;  thence  through  Pearl 
street  to  Broadway ;  thence  up  Broadway  to  Anthony 
street ;  thence  through  Anthony  street  to  Hudson  street ; 
thence  down  Hudson  street  to  Jay  street ;  and  thence  through 
Jay  street  to  Hudson  river ;  including,  also,  the  lots  of 
ground  on  the  northerly  and  easterly  sides  of  the  said  streets 
through  which  the  above-mentioned  line  runs  ;  and  includ- 
ing, also,  the  lots  of  ground  fronting  on  both  sides  of  the 
Broadway,  between  Pearl  street  and  Canal  street,  shall  be 
made  and  constructed  of  stone  or  brick,  with  party  or  fire- 
walls, rising  at  least  six  inches  above  the  roof;  and  shall 
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be  covered,  except  the  flat  roof  thereof,  with  tile  or  slatOt 
or  other  safe  materials  against  fire,  and  not  with  boards  or 
shingles  ;  provided  such  flat  do  not  exceed  two  fifth  parts 
of  such  roof,  and  that  there  be  erected  around  the  same 
flat  a  substantial  balcony  or  balustrade. 

(This  first  section  was  subsequently  repealed  by  th^  act 
of  April  9,  1823.) 

^  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  dwelling-house,  ^^^^^JZ 
store-house,  or  other  building  whatsoever,  shall  be  erected  iS7  ^  ^** 
or  roofed  contrary  .to  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  the 
proprietor  or  proprietors  thereof  shall,  for  every  such 
ofiense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ;  and 
every  builder  who  shall  build  or  roof,  or  assist  in  building 
or  roofing  such  dwelling-house,  store-house,  or  other  build- 
ing, contrary  to  the  said  section,  whether  he  be  proprietor 
or  not,  shall,  for  every  such  ofiense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  State,  by 
the  treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  the  said  city,  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  thereof,  and  when  recovered,  shall  be  appropriated, 
by  the  Common  Council  of  the  said  city,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  moneys  raised  by  tax  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  of  the  said  city  are  by  law  directed  to  be  applied ;  and 
no  such  action  or  suit  shall  be  abated  or  discontinued  by 
the  death,  resignation,  removal  from  office,  or  other  change 
of  such  treasurer  or  chamberlain,  but  shall  and  may  be 
continued  and  prosecuted  to  eflTect,  by  his  successor  in 
office. 

^  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  dwelling-houses,      Buiwings 
store-houses,  and  other  buildinirs  whatsoever,  which  after  pacing  tbis 

°  '  net   botweoa 

the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  built  or  erected  within  the  ^'^^ 
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S^^not^be'  s^^^  ^^ty»  ^^^^  ^®  *^  ®*^y>  within  that  part  of  the  said  city, 

the'SS  B^.  situate  between  the  above-mentioned  line  and  a  line  begin- 

*""  ning  at  the  North  river,  at  a  place  called  Dekleyne's  ferry, 

Extendod  a  little  to  the  northward  of  the  State  prison,  and  ninninc 

by  the  act  c  f  ,  . 

ilS>  ^^^'  thence,  easterly,  in  front  of  the  new  banking-houses,  to  the 
road,  commonly  called  the  Sandy  Hill  road  ;  and  through 
the  said  road  to  the  northward  of  the  Potter's  field  and  the 
house  of  William  Neilson,  to  the  Bowery ;  and  across  the 
Bowery,  to  a  street  commonly  called  Stuy vesaut  street,  and 
through  the  middle  thereof,  to  the  East  river  (and  which 
shall  not  be  included  within  the  first  section  of  this  act)  ; 
and  which,  from  the  surface  or  level  of  the  street  or  ground 
to  which  such  building  shall  adjoin,  either  in  the  front  or 
in  the  rear,  to  the  foot  of  the  rafter,  shall  be  more  than 
thirty  feet,  or  of  more  than  two  stories,  shall  be  made  or 
constructed  of  stone  or  brick,  with  party  or  fire-walls,  ris- 
ing at  least  six  inches  above  the  roof,  and  shall  be  covered, 
except  the  flat  roof  thereof,  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  safe 
materials  against  fire,  and  not  with  boards  or  shingles ;  pro- 

proviao.  vided  such  flat  do  not  exceed  two  equal  fifth  parts  of  the 
space  of  such  roof,  and  that  there  be  erected  around  the 
same  a  substantial  balcony  or  balustrade. 

Buildings      ^  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  dwelling-house, 
irary  to  the  gtore-housc,  or  othcr  buildinir  whatsoever,  shall  be  erected 

last    section,  O  ' 

K  %ur?eit  ^^  roofed,  contrary  to  the  last  preceding  section  of  this  act, 
JSlJi!"'^'^^  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  thereof  shall,  for  every  such 
oflense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars ; 
and  every  builder  who  shall  build  or  roof,  or  assist  in 
building  or  roofing  such  dwelling-house,  store-house,  or 
other  building,  contrary  to  the  last  preceding  section, 
whether  he  be  the  proprietor  or  not,  shall,  for  every  such 
ofiense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  ;  to 
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be  lecovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  conrt  of  record 
within  this  State,  by  the  treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  the 
said  city,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  thereof;  and  when  re- 
coyered,  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  Common  Council  of 
the  said  city,  in  the  manner  aforesaid ;  and  no  such  action 
or  suit  shall  be  abated  or  discontinued  by  the  death,  resig- 
nation, removal  from  office,  or  other  change  of  sudi 
treasurer  or  chamberlain,  but  shall  and  may  be  continued 
and  prosecuted  to  e&ct  by  his  successor. 

And  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  erection  of  any 
dwelling-house,  store-house,  or  other  building  within  the 
said  city,  contrary  to  this  act, 

§  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  such  dwelling-  Baudings 
house,  store-house,  or  other  building,  which  after  the  tmry  to  thfai 
passiDg  of  this  act,  shall  be  erected  or  roofed  within  the  > 
said  city  contrary  to  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  a  common 
nuisance ;  and  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the 
Justices  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General 
Jail  Delivery,  and  the  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  shall,  within  the  said  city,  have  cog- 
nizance of  such  offenses,  and  are  hereby  enjoined  and  re- 
quired, in  all  and  every  of  the  charges  hereafter  to  be  made 
and  g];ven  by  them  to  the  grand  juries  in  their  respective 
courts,  strictly  to  charge  such  grand  juries  diligently  to 
inqure  into,  and  to  prevent  all  offenses  against  this  act ; 
and  the  court  to  which  an  indictment  or  presentment  shall 
be  preferred  for  such  offense,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is 
empowered  and  enjoined  to  prosecute  such  indictment,  or 
cause  the  same  to  be  prosecuted,  in  the  usual  manner  of 
prosecutions  ;  and  upon  conviction,  to  adjudge  such  fines 
and  penalties  as  they,  in  their  discretion,  shall  think  fit  and 
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proper;  and  also  in  their  discretion,  to  cause  such 
nuisance  to  be  abated  and  removed. 

biifldiS?**^  ^  ^*  '^^^  ^  it  further  enactedj  That  if  any  dwelling-house, 
STwithSto-^t^re-house,  or  other  building  already  erected,  and  now 
'***  covered  with  boards  or  shingles,  within  the  said  city, 

southward  and  westward  of  the  line  last  mentioned,  shall 
at  any  time  hereafter  require  to  be  new  roofed,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  proprietor  to  roof  the  same  with 
boards  or  shingles,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  was  cus- 
tomary before  the  passing  of  this  act ;  any  thing  herein 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

steeples      §  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  roofs,  steeples, 

and  oapolMy         *  ^  x 

*c.  cupolas,  and  spires  of  churches,  and  other  public  buildings, 

may  be  covered  with  boards  and  shingles  ;  and  all  privies, 
not  exceeding  ten  feet  square,  and  fifteen  feet  in  height ; 
and  all  fire-engine  houses  of  the  Corporation,  and  all  lime- 
houses  which  shall  be  erected  by  the  express  permission  of 
the  Corporation,  may  be  built  of  wood  and  boards,  and 
covered  with  boards  or  shingles ;  any  thing  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

p^  ^  ^  ^8.  Asid  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  fifty-ninth,  six- 
J^JJS^  **^  tieth,  sixty-first,  sixty-second,  sixty-third,  sixty-fourth,  and 
sixty-fifth  sections  of  the"  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reduce 
several  laws  relating  particularly  to  the  city  of  New  York 
in  one  act,"  passed  April  9, 1813,  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
are  repealed ;  provided,  however,  that  such  repeal  shall  not 
affect  any  suit  or  prosecution  commenced,  or  penalty  or 
offense  incurred  or  committed  previous  to  the  passing  of 
this  act,  but  every  such  suit  or  prosecution  may  lawfully 
proceed,  and  every  such  penalty  or  offense  be  demanded, 
prosecuted,  recovered,  or  punished,  as  the  case  may  be,  as 
if  the  said  sections  of  the  said  act  had  remained  in  full 
force. 
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39th  SESSIOir. 
CHAP.   104. 

AN  ACT  granting  privileges  to  the  Firemen  of  the  city 
New  York. 

Passed  April  12, 1816. 

• 

%  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  J^a^JSui 
York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly :  That  every  ^ 
person,  who  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  shall  have  been 
a  fireman  of  the  city  of  New  York  during  twenty  years, 
and  who  shall  serve  as  such  one  year  thereafter ;  and  every 
person  who,  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  shall  have  been 
such  fireman  during  fifteen  years,  and  who  shall  serve  as 
such  three  years  thereafter ;  and  every  person  who,  on  the 
first  day  of  May  next,  shall  have  been  such  fireman  twelve 
years,  and  who  shall  serve  as  such  four  years  thereafter ; 
and  every  person  who,  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  shall 
have  been  such  fireman  ten  years,  and  who  shall  serve  as 
such  five  years  thereafter ;  and  every  person  who,  on  the 
first  day  of  May  next,  shall  have  been  such  fireman  eight 
years,  and  shall  serve  as  such  six  years  thereafter ;  and 
every  person  who,  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  shall  have 
been  such  fireman  six  years,  and  who  shall  serve  as  such 
seven  years  thereafter ;  and  every  person  who,  on  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  shall  have  been  such  fireman  four  years, 
and  shall  serve  as  such  eight  years  thereafter ;  and  every 
person  who,  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  shall  have  been 
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such  fireman  two  years,  and  shall  serve  as  such  nine  yean 
thereafter ;  and  every  person  who  may  become  a  fireman 
after  the  first  day  of  May,  and  shall  serve  as  such  ten  years 
thereafter,  shall  be  forever  after  such  services  exempted 
firom  serving  as  a  juror,  in  any  of  the  courts  of  this  State, 
and  firom  all  militia  duty,  except  in  case  where  the  militia 
are  ordered  into  actual  service. 

(The  first  section  was  repealed  by  the  act  of  4th  of 
April,  1829.) 

oertiflcatca      ^  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^   That  certificates  of  the 

to  be  signed         '  -^  ' 

^  £  o?m  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  persons  as  aforesaid  have  served  as  firemen, 
^cfirfBi"  signed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  said 
«*"**'        city,  and  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence 
thereof. 

Fire  Depart-      And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Fire  Department  of 

ment  oontln- 

oed    ae   a  the  City  of  New  York  and  their  successors,  shall  continue 

body   oorpo-  '* 

"^'  to  be  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  fact  and  in  name, 

until  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one- 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  with  all  the  rights 
powers,  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  provisions, 
restrictions,  limitations,  and  conditions  mentioned  and  con- 
tained, in  the  act  entitled,  <*  An  act  to  incorporate  the  fire- 
men of  the  city  of  New  York." 
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40thSESSI0H. 

FIRE  DEPABTMEKT. 
CHAP.   69. 

AN  ACT  Concerning  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New 

York. 

Passed,  February  28,  1817. 

^  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly :  That  all  persons  who  f!^  d^w 


now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  appointed  firetnen  by  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  in  Conmion  Council  convened,  shall,  while  they  con- 
tinue Buoh  firemen,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be, 
members  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 

^  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the  fines  and  pen-  Fines,  how 
alties  imposed  by  so  much  of  the  law,  passed  9th  of  April,  "**^* 
1813,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  reduce  several  laws,  relating 
particularly  to  the  city  of  New  York,  into  one  act,"  as  re- 
lates to  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires,  shall  and 
may  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  of  record 
within  this  State,  by  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  for  their  own  use. 

(Repealed  by  the  act  of  16th  of  January,  1819.) 

§  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  fireman  of  the      j.|,^ni«i 
city  of  New  York,  who  shall,  while  in  the  performance  of  J*^!^**  ^ow 
his  duty  as  such,  so  maim  or  injure  himself  as  to  render  ^""^      **' 
him  thereafter  unable  to  perform  the  said  duties  of  fireman, 
or  who  shall  have  so  maimed  himself  since  the  fifth  of  May 
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last,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
law  passed  the  12th  of  April,  1816,  entitled  **  An  act  grant- 
ing privileges  to  the  firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York,*' 
pwn».  and  fixing  the  time  of  their  service :  provided  however, 
that  he  shall  not  receive  the  certificate  granting  him  the 
privileges  of  that  act,  until  the  expiration  of  the  time  he 
would  have  been  compelled  to  serve  if  he  had  not  been  so 
maimed  or  injured,  in  order  to  obtain  such  certificate. 

§  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That   when   any    doubt 

noor  to  de-  exists  iu  the  mind'  of  the  Chief  Ensrineer,  as  to  the  claim 

of  any  fireman  to.  the  privileges  of  the  foregoing  section, 

it  shall  be  his  business  to  examine  into  such  claim,  and  his 

decision  shall  be  final. 

privmtoB     The  d8th  section  of  the  act  passed  by  the  Legislature, 

not    allowed  ^  •'  ° 

SJwn^M  April  21,  1818,  entitled  "  An  act  to  orgamze  the  Militia," 
«>p»,*«i  reads  as  follows :  •  •  •  *' And  be  it  further 
enacted,  that  no  non-commissioned  officer  or  private,  be- 
longing to  any  company  of  cavalry,  artillery,  grenadiers, 
riflemen,  or  light  infantry,  shall  be  permitted,  hereafter,  to 
leave  the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  to  engage 
to  serve  as  a  fireman  in  any  fire  company,  in  any  city  or 
county,  which  is  now  raised,  or  hereafter  to  be  raised, 
or  to  leave  such  troop  or  company  and  enlist  in  any 
other,  without  the  written  consent  of  the  captain  or 
commandant  of  the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs, 
except  in  cases  of  removal  from  and  out  of  the  beat  of 
such  troop  or  company  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
officers  commanding  any  uniformed  company,  who  by  law 
are  exempted  from  serving  on  juries,  to  return  as  a  delin- 
quent every  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  who  shall 
not  appear  on  parade  in  the  complete  uniform  of  his  corps ; 
and  for  each  oflTense  he  shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine  not 
exceeding  five  dollars. 
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42d  SESSIOir. 

CHAP  6. 

AN  ACT  to  amend,  ^^An  act  concerning  the  Fire  Department 
of  the  City  of  New  York ;"  passed  February  2Sth,  1817. 

Passed  January  15,  1819. 

Whereasj  The  reference  in  the  second  section  of  the 
above-mentioned  act  is  to  the  act  of  1813,  instead  of  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed  April  11th,  1815 ; 
therefore, 

^1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New    Fines,  he 

,  ^^  recovered. 

York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly :  That  the  fines 
and  penalties  imposed  by  so  much  of  the  law  passed  April 
11th,  1815,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
vention of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  as  relates  to  the 
more  effectual  prevention  of  fires,  shall  and  may  be  recov- 
ered, with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  of  record  within  this 
State,  by  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
for  their  own  use,  and  that  the  second  section  of  the  act 
hereby  amended,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
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43d  SESSIOir. 

CHAP.  181. 

AN  ACT  relating  to  the  I*ire  Department  in  the  City  of  New 

York. 

Passed  April  1,  1820. 

FtoM  re-     ^  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New 

ooverable,  '  .^  j. 

wiuk  costs.  York,  represented  m  Senate  and  Assembly  :  That  the  fines 
aiid  penalties  imposed  by  so  much  of  the  law,  passed  the 
ninth  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reduce  several  laws,  relating 
particularly  to  the  city  of  New  York,  into  one  act,"  as  re- 
lates to  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires,  shall  and 
may  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  of  record 
within  this  State,  by  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  for  their  own  use. 
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4fith  8B3SI0  V. 
CHAP.  208. 

AN  ACT  m  addition  to  the  Act/or  the  more  effectual  prevention 
offiret  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Passed  April  12,  1822. 

^  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New     Baodings 

-  OrootiDg     on 

York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly :  That  all  dwell-  ^j™^ 
ing-houses,  store-houses,  and  other  buildings,  which  from^^^"*'** 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  built  or  erected  ■**"• 
fronting  on  Hannan  street,  and  on  that  part  of  Clinton 
street  which  lies  between  Harman  street  and  Cherry  street, 
and  also  within  that  part  of  the  said  city  which  lies  between 
Harman  street  and  Cherry  street,  and  between  Clinton 
street  and  Catharine  street,  shall  be  made  or  constructed  of 
stone  or  brick,  with  party  or  fire-walls,  rising  at  least  six 
inches  above  the  roof,  and  shall  be  covered,  except  the  flat 
roof  thereof,  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  safe  materials 
against  fire,  and  not  with  boards  or  shingles  ;  provided  such  proviso 
flat  do  not  exceed  two  fifth  parts  of  such  roof,  and  that 
there  be  erected  around  the  same  flat,  a  substantial  bal- 
cony or  balustrade. 

^  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the  said   provisions    gudprovi- 
and  regulations  shall  not  extend  or  apply  to  any  building  ^^  "^"^  £ 
whatsoever,  that  shall  be  erected  or  built  upon  uny  lands,  ^!2bM  m- 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  fi^onting  upon  the  said  streets, 
or  within  the  said  limits,  by  any  lessee  or  lessees,  or  any  other 
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person  or  persons  possessed  of  a  leasehold  estate,  or  interest 
of  and  in  such  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  for  anj 
term  of  years,  whereof  not  more  than  twenty  years  shall  be 
unexpired  at  the  passage  of  this  act;  provided,  neverthe- 
less, that  every  such  lot  of  land  so  being  under  any  such 
lease  shall  not  be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  this  act 
any  longer  than  until  such  lease  shall  hiave  expired. 

§  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^ThsA  if  any  dwelling-house, 
store-house,  or  other  building  whatsoever,  shall  be  erected 
or  roofed  contrary  to  the  preceding  section,  the  proprietor 
or  proprietors  thereof  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ;  and  every  builder 
who  shall  build  or  roof,  or  assist  in  building  or  roofing  such 
dwelling-house,  store-house,  or  other  building,  contrary  to 
the  said  section,  whether  he  be  proprietor  or  not,  shall,  for 
every  such  offense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  ;  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any 
court  of  record  within  this  State,  by  the  Fire  Department 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  their  own  name,  and  for  their 
own  use. 

BuUdtagB      §  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  such  dwelling- 

•ct^  to  ^  bouse,  store-house,  or  other  building,  which,  after  the  pass- 

SST*^  n^'  ^^9>  ^^  *^^  ^^*»  ^'q!\  be  erected  or  roofed  within  the  fire 

•■••■•         limits  of  said  city,  contrary  to  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  a 

common  nuisance ;  and  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

and  the  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and 

General  Jail  Delivery,  and  the  Justices  of  the  Courts  of 

General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  shall,  within  the  said  city, 

have  cognizance  of  such  offenses;  and  the  court  to  which 

an  indictment  or  presentment  shall  be  preferred  for  such 

offense,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered  and  enjoined  to 

prosecute  such  indictment,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  prose- 
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cntedy  in  the  usual  manner  of  prosecutionsy  and  npon  con- 
viction, to  adjudge  such  fines  and  penalties  as  they,  in  their 
diBcretion,  shall  think  fit  and  proper,  and  also,  in  their  dis- 
cretion, to  cause  such  nuisance  to  be  abated  and  removed. 

^  5.  And  be  il  further  enacted^  That  if  any  dwelling-house,  iito  taod- 
store-house,  or  other  building  already  erected,  and  now  cov-  «Mte^ 
ered  with  boards  and  shingles,  fi-onting  on  the  said  streets, 
or  within  the  said  limits,  shall,  at  anytime  hereafter,  require 
to  be  roofed,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  proprietor 
to  roof  the  same  with  boards  or  shingles,  or  in  such  other 
manner  as  was  customary  before  the  passing  of  this  act; 
any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

^  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  roofs,  steeples,  ^  pbmio 
cupolas,  and  spires  of  churches  and  other  public  buildings,  Jj;;^^,*j 
may  be  covered  with  boards  and  shingles,  and  all  privies  not  | 
exceeding  ten  feet  square  and  fifteen  feet  in  height,  and  all 
fire-engine  houses  of  the  Corporation,  and  all  lime-houses, 
which  shall  be  erected  by  the  express  permission  of  the  Cor- 
poration, may  be  built  of  wood  or  boards,  and  covered  with 
boards  or  shingles ;  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 


■  boftrds       or 
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46lh  SB88I0H. 
CHAP.  122. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  ad  entitled  **An  act  for  the  more  effec- 
tual  preoention  of  firee  in  the  city  of  New  Tork^**  passed 
AprU  Ih  1816. 

Passed  April  9, 1823. 

ou-tatn  ^1,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New 
oufrjd^  bi  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly :  That  all  dwell- 
iDg**hou8es,  store-houses,  and  other  buildings,  which,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  built  or  erected 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  that  is  to  say,  within  that  part 
of  the  city  to  the  northward  of  the  point  of  the  Battery, 
and  included  between  the  said  point  of  the  Battery  and  a 
line  begioning  upon  the  East  river,  opposite  Montgomery 
street,  to  Cherry  street;  thence  down  Cherry  street  to 
Catharine  street;  thence  through  Catharine  street  to  Chat- 
ham street ;  thence  down  Chatham  street  to  Pearl  street ; 
thence  through  Pearl  street  to  Ehn  street ;  thence  through 
Ebn  street  to  Canal  street ;  thence  through  Canal  street  to 
Broadway;  thence  up  Broadway  to  Art  street;  thence 
commencing  again  at  Canal  street,  and  running  to  Hudson's 
river ;  including  all  lots  of  ground  to  the  depth  of  one  hun- 
dred feet,  on  the  northerly  and  easterly  sides  of  said  streets, 
through  which  the  above-mentioned  line  runs,  excepting  as 
hereinafter  excepted  ;  and  including,  also,  the  lots  of  ground 
to  the  depth  of  one  hundred  feet,  fronting  on  both  sides  of 
Broadway,  between  Canal  street  and  Art  street ;  excepting, 
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however,  the  lots  ofi  the  easterly  side  of  Elm  street,  shall 
be  made  and  constructed  of  stone  and  brick,  with  party  or 
fire-walls,  rising  at  least  six  inches  above  the  roof,  and 
shall  be  covered,  except  the  flat  roof  thereof^  with  tile  or 
slate,  or  other  safe  materials  against  fire,  and  not  with 
boards  or  shingles ;  provided  such  flat  do  not  exceed  two 
fifth  parts  of  such  roof,  and  that  there  be  erected  around 
the  same  flat  a  substantial  balcony  or  balustrade. 

^  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  first  section  of  the 
act  hereby  amended,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed, 
and  that  all  the  other  provisions  and  penalties  in  the  said 
act  shall  have  the  same  force  and  efiect,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  which  they  would  have  had,  provided  the 
provisions  of  this  act  had  been  incorporated  with,  and  made 
part  of  the  act  hereby  amended,  at  the  time  the  same  was 
passed ;  provided,  however,  that  the  repeal  of  the  said  sec-  ^^nww^ 
tion  shall  not  in  any  wise  afiect  any  sait  of  prosecution 
commenced,  or  penalty  or  oflense  incurred  or  committed 
previous  to  the  passing  of  this  act ;  but  every  such  suit  or 
prosecution  may  lawfully  proceed,  and  every  such  penalty 
or  offense  be  demanded,  prosecuted,  recovered,  or  punished, 
as  the  case  may  be,  as  if  the  said  section  of  the  said  act 
had  remained  in  full  force ;  nor  shall  any  thing  herein  con« 
tained  in  any  wise  afiect  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled, 
'*  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
vention of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed  April  12, 
1822. 

The  sixty-first  section  of  chap.  244  of  the  forty-sixth  ses- 
sion, being  "  An  act  to  organize  the  Militia^"  passed  April 
23,  1823,  contains  the  following  clause : 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  non-commissioned  offi-    *?{2^»^ 
cer,  musician,  or  private,  belonging. to  any  company  ofggg^    ■• 
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cavaliyy  aridllery,  grenadiers,  riflemen,  or  light  infantry, 
shall  be  permitted  hereafter  to  leave  the  troop  or  company 
to  which  he  belongs,  to  engage  to  serve  as  a  fireman  in 
any  fire  company,  in  any  city  or  county,  which  is  now 
raised  or  hereafter  to  be  raised. 
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47th  SESSIOir. 

CHAP.  84. 

AN  ACT  allounng  testimony  in  certain  cases  relating  to  the 
Fire  Department  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Passed  February  6,  1824. 

^  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  „,  ot  jrt»r 
York,  represented  m  Senate  and  Assembly:  That  in  any  J®'***"**" 
action,  suit,  or  other  proceeding  which  now  is,  or  hereafter 
may  be  instituted,  commenced,  or  prosecuted,  for  the 
recovery  or  collection  of  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture 
imposed  by  any  existing  or  future  law  of  this  State,  or  by 
any  existing  or  future  law  or  ordinance  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  or  of  any  of  the  fire  companies  in  said  city, 
it  shall  be  no  objection  to  the  competency  of  any  witness 
in  any  such  action,  suit,  or  other  proceeding,  for  the  recov- 
ery or  collection  of  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  so 
imposed  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  said  city,  or  of  any  of  the  fire  companies  in 
said  city,  that  he,  the  said  witness,  is  or  has  been  a  fireman 
of  said  city,  or  a  member  of  the  said  Fire  Department,  or  is 
or  may  become  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment Fund  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
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SOfhSESSION. 

CHAP.  98. 

AN  ACT  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  *^An  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  for  the  more  effectual  'pretention  of  fires  in  the  city  of 
New  Yorky''  passed  April  12,  1822. 

Passed  March  21,  1827. 

iiatwteto  §  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New 
Jr  **2?rtlS5  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly :  That  all  dwell- 
■cribed.  ing-houses,  store-houses,  and  other  buildings,  which,  from 
and  after  the  first  of  August  next,  shall  be  built  or  erected 
without  the  limits  prescribed  in  and  by  the  act  entitled 
^'An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  more 
eJBTectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York," 
passed  April  9th,  1823,  and  to  the  west  and  south  of  the 
limits  following,  that  is  to  say :  beginning  at  a  point  in  the 
centre  of  the  Bowery  and  Chatham  street,  where  it  is  inter- 
sected by  a  line  drawn  through  the  centre  of  Catharine 
street,  and  running  thence  up  the  Bowery  to  Grand  street ; 
thence  through  .Grand  street  to  Broadway;  comprehend- 
ing, also,  and  including  the  lots,  to  the  depth  of  one  hun- 
dred feet,  on  each  side  of  the  streets  through  which  the 
same  line  runs,  shall  be  made  and  constructed  of  stone  or 
brick,  with  party  or  fire-walls,  rising  at  least  six  inches 
above  the  roof,  and  shall  be  covered,  except  the  flat  roof 
thereof,  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  safe  materials  against 
fire,  and  not  with  boards  and  shingles ;   provided  such  flat 
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do  not  exceed  two  fifth  parts  of  such  roof,  and  that  there  be 
erected  around  the  same  flat  a  substantial  balcony  or  bal- 
ustrade* 

^  2.  And  be  it  further  efuictei^  That  all  the  provisions  and 
penalties  in  the  said  act,  entitled  '^An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of 
New  York/'  passed  April  12th,  1822,  shall  have  the  same 
force  and  effect,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  with  respect 
to  the  district  embraced  in  this  act,  which  they  would  have 
had,  provided  the  provisions  of  that  act  had  been  incorpo- 
rated and  made  a  part  of  this  act. 
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62d  SESSIOir. 
CHAP.  100. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^^An  act  granting  privileges 
to  thejiremen  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Passed  April  4,  1829. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  do  enact  a^  follows: 

what^rm  ^  1.  Evciy  pcrsoD  who,  on  the  first  day  of  February,  in 
toi?Stf«*'**^®  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  had  been  a  fireman  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
during  seven,  eight,  or  nine  years,  and  who  shall  serve  as 
such  one  year  thereafter ;  and  every  person  who,  on  the 
said  first  day  of  February,  had  been  such  fireman  for  six 
years,  or  a  less  period  of  time,  and  who  shall  serve  as  such 
for  so  long  a  time  thereafter  as  shall  make  the  whole  term 
of  his  services  eight  years ;  and  every  person  who  may  have 
become  such  fireman  after  the  said  first  day  of  February, 
and  who  shall  serve  as  such  for  seven  years,  shall  be  for- 
ever, after  such  service,  exempted  from  serving  as  a  juror 
in  any  of  the  coiirts  of  this  State,  and  firom  all  militia  duty, 
except  in  cases  where  the  militia  are  ordered  into  actual 
service. 

§  2.  The  first  section  of  the  act  hereby  amended  is  re- 
pealed. 
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62d  SBSSIOir. 

FIBE   LIMITS  EXTENDED. 
CHAP.  84. 

1.  buildikos  withilf  cihtain  umitb  to  bb  of  sioiob  ob  bbick. 

2.  Act  of  Afbil  11, 1815,  eztehdbd. 
8.  Fibb  uxiTB  DBmno). 

AN  ACT  further  to  extend  the  act  passed  April  11th j  1815, 
entitled  ^^  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  free  in 
the  city  of  New  YorkJ' 

Passed  May  1,  1829. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  i  do  enact  as  follows : 

^  1.  All  dwelling-liouses,  store-bouses,  and  other  build-    BaiiatngB, 
ings,  whicb,  from  and  after  tbe  first  day  of  May  next,  sball  f^^^JeTuto 
be  built  or  erected  without  the  limits  prescribed  in  and  by  "o^**- 
the  act  entitled  ^'  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  more 
effectual   prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York," 
passed  April  12th,  1822,  and  to  the  west  and  south  of  the 
limits  following,  that  is  to  say^  beginning  upon  the  East 
river,  opposite  Gouvemeur  sti;eet,  and  running    thence 
through  Oouvemeur  street  to  Division  street ;  and  thence 
through  Division  street  to  Catharine  street ;  including,  also, 
the  lots,  to  the  depth  of  one  hundred  feet,  on  each  side  of 
Gouvemeur  street,  and  on  the  south  side  of  Division  street, 
through  which  the  said  line  runs  (or  so  much  of  said 
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lots  on  Division  street,  as  are  not  embraced  in  the  provi- 
sions of  any  existing  law  for  the  prevention  of  fires  in  the 
said  city) ;  also,  all  dwelling-houses,  store-houses,  and  other 
buildings,  which,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  next, 
shall  be  built  or  erected  without  the  limits  prescribed  in 
and  by  the  act  passed  April  9,  1883,  entitled   "  An  act  for 
the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New 
York,"  passed  April  11,  1815,  and  to  the  west  and  south 
of  the  limits  following,  that  is  to  say  :  beginning  upon  the 
North  or  Hudson's  river,  opposite  Spring  street,  and  running 
thence  through  Spring  street  to  Broadway;  and  thence 
through  Broadway  to  Canal  street ;  including,  also,  the  lots 
of  ground,  to  the  depth  of  one  hundred  feet,  on  the  north- 
erly side  of  Spring  street,  between  Broadway  and  the  North 
or  Hudson's  river;  and  also  all  dwelling-houses,  store- 
houses, and  other  buildings,  which,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  shall  be  built  or  erected  without  the  lim- 
its prescribed  in  and  by  the  act  passed  March  21,  1827, 
entitled  '^  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  in 
addition  to  the  act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed  April  12th,  1822  ; 
and  to  the  west  and  south  of  the  limits  following,  that  is  to 
say :  beginning  at  a  point  in  the  centre  of  the  Bowery, 
where  it  is  intersected  by  Grand  street,  and  running  thence 
through  the  Bowery,  to  Houston  street ;  and  thence  through 
Houston  street  to  Broadway  ;  including,  also,  the  lots  of 
ground,  to  the  depth  of  one  hundred  feet,  on  each  side  of 
those  parts  of  the  Bowery  and  Houston  street,  through 
orttoneor  which  the  said  line  runs ;  shall  be  made  and  constructed  of 
stone  or  brick,  with  party  or  fire-walls,  rising  at  least  six 
inches  above  the  roof,  and  shall  be  covered,  except  the  flat 
roof  thereof,  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  safe  material  against 
fire,  and  not  with  boards  and  shingles;  provided  such  flat 
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roof  do  not  exceed  two  fifth  parts  of  such  roof,  and  that 
there  be  erected  around  the  same  flat  a  substantial  balcony 
or  balustrade. 

^  2.  All  the  provisions  and  penalties  in  the  said  act  enti- 
tled ^*  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in 
the  city  of  New  York,"  passed  April  11, 1815,  shall  have 
the  some  force  and  effect,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  vnth 
with  respect  to  the  districts  embraced  in  the  first  section  of 
this  act,  which  they  would  have  had  if  the  provisions  of  that 
act  had  been  incorporated  with  and  made  part  of  this  act. 
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63d  SESSIOir. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  passed  for  the  prevention 
of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Passed  April  20,  is 30. 

TTie  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  f  do  enact  as  follows : 

Boiwings     ^  1,  The  outside  and  party-walls  of  all  dwellinir-houses, 

to  beof  stone         ^  -i  O  ' 

or  brick,  store-houses,  and  other  buildings,  hereafter  to  be  erected  or 
built  within  the  fire  limits  of  the  city  of  New  York,  as  the 
same  now  exist,  or  may  hereafter  be  extended,  shall  be  con- 
structed of  stone  or  brick. 

oiitPHeand      §  2.  Thc  outsidc  and  party-walls  of  such  buildincs  shall 

p«rty-wall8.  -r        ^  o 

not  be  less  than  eight  inches  thick,  except  flues  of  chim- 
neys, in  any  part  thereof;  and  the  party  or  end  walls  of 
such  buildings  shall  rise  and  be  extended  to  the  roof,  and 
so  far  through  the  same  as  to  meet  and  be  joined  to  the 
slate,  tile,  or  other  covering  thereof,  by  a  layer  of  mortar 
or  cement. 

Roof.  ^  3.  The  planking  or  sheeting  of  the  roof  of  any  such 

building  shall,  in  no  case,  be  extended  across  the  party  or 
end  walls  thereof;  and  all  such  buildings,  and  to  the  top 
and  sides  of  all  dormer-windows  therein,  shall  be  roofed  or 
covered  with  tile,  slate^  or  other  fire-proof  material. 

Ttobws.  ^  4.  All  beams  and  other  timbers  in  the  party-walls  of 

such  buildings  shall  be  separated  from  each  other,  at  least 
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four  inches,  by  brick  or  mortar ;  and  all  plate  pieces  in  the 
front  and  rear  walls  thereof,  shall  recede  from  the  outside 
of  the  walls  at  least  four  inches ;  and  such  wall  shall  be 
built  up  and  extended  to  the  slate,  or  other  fire-proof  cov- 
ering of  the  roof. 

^  6.  All  discharging  or  arch  pieces  .used  in  the  chimneys  aiinmeTti. 
of  any  such  buildings,  shall  recede  from  any  flue  in  any 
such  chimney  at  least  four  inches ;  no  such  chimney  shall 
be  started  or  built  upon  the  floor  of  the  building,  or  be  cut 
off,  to  be  supported  below  by  wood  ;  and  all  hearths  shall 
be  supported  with  arches  of  stone  or  brick. 

§  6.  No  timber  shall  be  used  in  the  firont  or  rear  of  any     »>ont  and 

'    ^  "^  MM  walla. 

building  within  such  fire  limits,  where  stone  is  now  com- 
monly used ;  each  lintel  on  the  inside  of  the  fi-ont  or  rear 
wall  of  every  such  building  shall  have  a  secure  brick  arch 
over  it ;  and  no  bond  timber  in  any  wall  thereof  shall  in 
width  and  thickness  exceed  the  width  and  thickness  of  a 
course  of  brick ;  and  such  bond  timbers  shall  be  laid  at 
least  eighteen  inches  apart  from  each  other,  on  either  side 
of  any  wall  respectively. 

§  7.  All  wooden  gutters  of  any  such  building  over  thirty  Guuerf. 
feet  in  height,  from  the  level  of  the  sidewalk  to  the  foot  of 
the  rafters,  shall  be  lined  or  covered,  on  the  upper  surface 
thereof,  with  copper,  zinc,  or  other  fire-proof  material. 

^  8.  All  scuttles  on  any  such  building  shall  be  made  or  scutuee. 
covered  with  copper,  zinc,  iron,  or  other  fire-proof  mate- 
rial ;  and  all  window-shutters  and  doors  in  the  rear  of  any 
such  building  (if  such  building  be  over  thirty  feet  in 
height,  as  aforesaid),  which  shall  be  used  as  a  warehouse, 
or  store-house,  for  goods,  shall  be  made  of  iron  or  copper. 

^  9.  All  plate  pieces  in  any  such  building  as  is  described  "»*•  p*«**^ 
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or  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  firmly 
secured  with  iron  anchors  ;  and  the  cornice  of  every  such 
building  shall  be  hung  in  iron  anchors. 

-^»«**>^  ^10.  The  anchors  so  to  be  used  at  each  end  of  any  such 

cornice,  shall  be  at  least  four  feet  long,  including  an  angle 
of  at  least  one  foot,  and  shall  be  worked  or  built  into  the 
side  or  end  walls  of  the  building  ;  and  such  anchors,  used 
for  supporting  the  centre  of  the  cornice,  shall  return  down 
the  front  of  the  building  on  the  inner  side,  and  shall  be 
firmly  secured  to  the  front  beam. 

robtect"*°to  ^  !!•  Every  building  of  more  than  thirty  feet  in  height, 
8Sir«!r  ^  ^oxn  the  level  of  the  sidewalk  to  the  foot  of  the  rafters, 
which  shall  hereafter  be  erected  or  built  to  the  southward 
of  a  line  distant  one  hundred  feet  northward  of  the  north- 
erly side  of  Fourteenth  street,  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

Etaiidings  ^  12,  Every  building  within  the  fire  limits,  as  the  same 
hjw  repair-  uq'^  exist,  or  may  hereafter  be  extended,  which  may  here- 
afl;er  be  damaged  by  fire,  to  an  amount  equal  to  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  value  thereof,  after  the  lapse  of  at  least  fifl^een 
years  from  the  time  of  its  first  erection,  shall  be  repaired 
or  rebuilt  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

dmm««.  ^13.  The  amount  or  extent  of  such  damage  may  be  de- 
termined by  three  indifierent  persons  residing  in  the  said 
city ;  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  building,  another  by  the  Fire  Wardens  of 
the  ward  in  which  such  building  is  situated,  and  the  third 
by  the  two  persons  so  appointed ;  and  the  decision,  in 
writing,  of  such  three  persons,  or  of  any  two  of  them,  shall 
be  final  and  conclusive,  in  all  cases  where  such  mode  of 
determining  the  extent  of  any  such  damage  shall  have  be^n 
agreed  upon. 
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§  14.  All  roofs,  steeples,  cupolas,  and  spires  of  churches  rte«5S*«^ 
and  other  public  buildings  (where  such  public  building  ■***"'** 
shall  stand  at  least  ten  feet  distant  from  any  and  every 
other  building),  may  be  covered  with  boards  or  shingles* 

^  15.  Public  buildings,  as  mentioned  in  the  last  pre-        p«i»be 
ceding  section,  are  hereby  defined  to  be  such  buildings  as 
shall  be  owned  or  occupied,  for  public  purposes,  by  this 
State,  the  United  States,  or  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  or  the  Public  School  Society. 

^  16.  All  privies,  not  exceeding  ten  feet  square  and  fif-  phtiw. 
teen  feet  in  height,  and  all  fire-engine  houses  belonging  to 
the  Corporation  of  the  said  city,  and  all  lime  and  ferry- 
houses  which  shall  be  erected  with  the  express  permission 
of  the  said  Corporation,  may  be  built  and  covered  with 
wood,  boards,  or  shingles. 

^  17.  The  owner  or  owners  of  any  building  who  shall  fbmj^. 
violate  any  of  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  for 
every  such  ofiense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  ;  and  every  builder  who  shall  be  employed,  or  assist 
in  so  doing,  whether  he  be  an  owner  of  such  building  or 
not,  shall,  for  every  such  ofiense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  addi- 
tional sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

§  18.  The  foregoing  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply       ctatain 
to  any  building  heretofore  erected  by  any  lessee  or  lessees,  empt    from 
or  other  persons  possessed  of  a  leasehold  interest  in  any**>**<^ 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  and  which,  by  any  ex- 
press exception,  in  any  law  heretofore  passed,  relative  to 
the  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,  would  be 
exempt  from  the  provisions  of  such  law. 

^19.  All  ash-holes  or  ash-houses  within  the  said  city 
■hall  be  built  of  stone  or  brick,  without  the  use  of  wood 
m  any  part  thereof. 
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Wooden  ^  20.  No  wooden  shed  exceeding  twelve  feet  in  height,  at 
the  peak,  or  highest  part  thereof,  shall  be  erected  within 
the  fire  limits  of  the  said  city,  as  the  same  now  exist  or  may 
hereafter  be  extended. 

Wooden  ^  21.  No  woodcn  building  shall  be  raised,  enlarged,  or 
built  upon,  or  removed  from  one  lot  to  any  other  lot  within 
such  fire  limits,  as  the  same  now  exist  or  may  hereafter  be 
extended. 

^*°***y-  ^  22.  The  owner  or  owners  of  any  ash-house  or  ash-hole, 

wooden  shed  or  wooden  building,  who  shall  violate  any  of 
the  provisions  of  the  nineteenth,  twentieth,  or  twenty-first 
sections  of  this  act,  and  every  master-builder  who  may  be 
employed  or  assist  therein,  shall,  for  every  such  ofiense, 
severally  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars ;  and  such  owner  or  owners  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  additional  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  every  twenty-four 
hours  during  which  such  ash-house  or  hole,  wooden  shed 
or  wooden  building  shall  remain  in  violation  of  any  such 
provision,  after  due  notice  shall  have  been  given  to  remove 
the  same. 

ocmuDoo  §  23.  Every  house,  shed,  or  other  building,  of  any  de- 
scription whatsoever,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  which  shall 
hereafter  be  erected,  built,  roofed,  repaired,  altered,  en- 
larged, built  upon  or  removed,  contrary  to  any  of  the  fore- 
going provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  a  common 
nuisance. 

Gunpowder.  ^  24.  It  shall  uot  be  lawftil  for  any  person  or  persons  to 
have  or  keep  any  quantity  of  gunpowder,  exceeding  twenty- 
eight  pounds  in  weight,  in  any  one  house,  store,  building,  or 
other  place  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  southward  of  a 
line  running  through  the  centre  of  Fourteenth  street,  from 
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the  North  to  the  East  river ;  or  to  lade,  receive,  have,  or 
keep  any  greater  quantity  of  gunpowder  than  as  aforesaid, 
on  board  of  any  ship,  vessel,  boat,  or  other  water  craft 
whatever,  within  three  hundred  yards  from  any  wharf, 
pier,  or  slip,  in  that  part  of  the  city  lying  southward  of  the 
same  line* 

^  25.  All  gunpowder,  which  maybe  kept  in  the  said  city,     Howtob« 
or  on  board  of  any  ship,,  vessel,  boat,  or  other  water  craft, 
to  the  southward  of  the  line  mentioned  in  the  last  section, 
shall  be  kept  in  stone  jugs  or  tin  canisters,  which  shall  not 
contain  more  than  seven  pounds  each. 

^  26.  If  any  person  or  persons  shall  have  or  keep  any  Pw»»itr 
gunpowder  in  the  city  of  New  York,  or  on  board  of  any 
ship,  vessel,  boat,  or  water  craft  to  the  southward  of  the 
said  line,  in  any  manner  contrary  to  the  foregoing  provisions 
of  this  act,  either  as  to  quantity  or  as  to  the  manner  of 
keeping  the  same,  he,  she,  or  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  for  every 
hundred  pounds  of  gunpowder  so  had  or  kept,  and  in  that 
proportion  for  a  greater  or  less  quantity ;  and  all  such  gun- 
powder shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Fire  Department  of  the 
said  city. 

§  27.  The  commander  or  owner  or  owners  of  every  ship  ^^^''^li^^ 
or  other  vessel  arriving  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  ^^^  '^****^ 
having  more  than  twenty-eight  pounds  of  gunpowder  on 
board,  shall  within  forty-eight  hours  after  such  arrival,  and 
before  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  approach  within  three 
hundred  yards  of  any  wharf,  pier,  or  slip,  to  the  south- 
ward of  a  line  drawn  through  the  centre  of  Fourteenth 
street,  as  aforesaid,  cause  the  said  gunpowder  to  be  landed 
by  means  of  a  boat  or  boats,  or  other  small  craft,  at  any 
place  without  the  said  limits,  which  may  be  most  contigu- 
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ous  to  any  magazine  for  storing  gunpowder,  and  shall 
cause  the  said  gunpowder  to  be  stored  in  such  magazine, 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  same  to  the  Fire  Department  of 
the  City  of  New  York. 

m JtSfSS?^      ^  ^^*  ^*  ®^*^^  ^®  lawful  to  proceed  with  any  such  ship  or 
^^'  vessel  to  sea,  within  forty-eight  hours  after  her  arrival,  or  to 

tranship  such  gunpowder  from  one  ship  or  vessel  to  another, 
for  the  purpose  of  immediate  exportation,  without  landing 
such  gunpowder,  as  in  the  last  section  is  directed ;  but  in 
neither  case  shall  it  be  lawful  to  keep  such  gunpowder  for  a 
longer  time  than  forty-eight  hours  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
or  to  approach  with  the  same  within  three  hundred  yards  of 
any  wharf,  pier,  or  slip  in  the  said  city,  to  the  southward  of 
the  line  specified  in  the  last  section,  on  pain  of  forfeiture,  as 
therein  mentioned. 

How  to  be  ^  29.  All  gunpowder  which  shall  be  conveyed  or  carried 
ihroagh  the  through  any  of  the  streets  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  any 
cart,  carriage,  wagon,  wheelbarrow,  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
secured  in  tight  casks  or  kegs,  well  headed  and  hooped,  each 
of  which  shall  be  put  into  and  entirely  covered  with  a  leather 
bag  or  case,  sufficient  to  prevent  any  such  gunpowder  from 
being  spilled  or  scattered ;  and  all  gunpowder  which  shall  be 
conveyed  or  carried  through  any  of  the  said  streets,  in  any 
other  manner  than  as  above  directed,  shall  be  foifeited  to  the 
Fire  Department  of  the  said  city. 

be  ^^**stored  ^  ^^'  ^  ovcry  caso  of  a  violation  of  any  provision  of  this 
whm  forfeit-  act,  where  the  penalty  prescibed  thereby,  for  such  violation, 
is  the  forfeiture  of  any  gunpowder  to  the  said  Fire  Depart- 
ment, it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  Fire  Warden  of  the  said  city 
to  seize  such  gunpowder,  in  the  day-time,  and  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  conveyed  to  any  magazine  used  for  the  purpose 
of  storing  gunpowder. 
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§  31.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  person  who  shall  make  Notice  to 
any  such  seizure,  forthwith  to  inform  the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  »*«"• 
and  any  two  Aldermen  of  the  said  city  thereof ;  and  the  said 
Mayor,  or  Recorder,  and  Aldermen  shall  thereupon  inquhre 
into  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  such  alleged  violation 
and  seizure;  for  which  purpose  they  may  summon  any 
person  or  persons  to  testify  before  them,  and  they  shall 
have  power,  in  there  discretion,  to  order  any  gunpowder 
80  seized  to  be  restored. 

§  32.  Whenever  any  inhabitant  of  the  said  city  shall  sawchw. 

'  ^  ''  rant  may  be 


make  oath,  before  the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  or  any  two  Alder-  •*"**  *° 
men,  or  any  two  special  justices  thereof,  of  any  fact  or  cir- 
cumstances which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  Mayor,  Recorder, 
Aldermen,  or  special  justices,  shall  affi>rd  a  reasonable  cause 
of  suspicion  that  any  gunpowder  has  been  brought  or  is  kept 
within  the  said  city,  orin  the  harbor  thereof,  contrary  to  any 
provision  contained  in  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  or  special  justices  to  issue  his  or 
iheir  warrant  or  warrants,  under  his  or  their  hand  and  seals, 
to  any  sheriff,  marshal,  constable,  or  fit  person  or  persons, 
commanding  him  or  them  to  search  for  such  gunpowder,  in 
tiieday-time,  wheresoever  the  same  be  in  violation  of  this  act, 
and  to  seize  and  take  possession  of  the  same,  if  found ;  but 
no  person  having  or  acting  under  any  such  search-warrant 
shall  take  advantage  thereof  to  serve  any  civil  process 
whatever. 

%  33.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  who.  And  i 
by  virtue  of  any  such  warrant,  shall  have  seized  any 
gunpowder,  to  cause  the  same,  within  twelve  hours,  in  the 
day-time,  after  such  seizure,  to  be  conveyed  to  any  magazine 
used  for  storing  gunpowder,  unless  the  said  Mayor  or  Record- 
er, or  any  two  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  should,  in  the 
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manner  directed  by  the  thirty-first  section  of  this  act,  order 
the  same  to  be  restored ;  such  gunpowder  shall  be  detained 
in  such  magazine,  until  it  shall  be  determined,  by  due 
course  of  law,  whether  the  same  may  have  become  forfeited 
by  virtue  of  this  act. 

ActioM  to  §  34,  All  actions  or  suits  for  the  recovery  of  any  irun- 
whin**to*be  powder  which  may  have  been  seized  and  stored  in  any  mag- 
brooght.  azine,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  for  the  value  thereof,  or  for 
damage  sustained  by  the  seizure  or  detention  thereof,  shall 
be  brought  against  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  ot 
New  York,  and  shall  be  commenced  within  three  calendar 
months  next  after  such  seizure  shall  have  been  actually 
made ;  and  in  case  no  such  action  or  suit  shall  have  been 
commenced  within  such  period,  such  gunpowder  shall  be 
deemed  absolutely  forfeited  to  the  said  Fire  Department, 
and  may  be  immediately  delivered  to  the  proper  officers 
thereof,  for  its  use.  No  penal  damages  shall  be  recovered 
in  any  such  action  or  suit,  and  such  gunpowder  may,  at  any 
time  during  the  pendency  of  any  such  action  or  suit,  by 
consent  of  the  parties  thereto,  be  removed  from  any  maga- 
zine where  the  same  may  have  been  stored  ;  or  may  be  sold, 
and  the  moneys  arising  from  such  sale  may  be  paid  into 
the  court  where  such  suit  or  action  may  be  pending,  to 
abide  the  event  thereof. 

Thi«  act      4  35.  Nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  construed 

not  to  Applj         *  o 

to  ships  of  to  apply  to  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  foreign  government,  while  lying 
distant  three  hundred  yards  or  upwards  from  the  wharves, 
piers,  or  slips  of  the  said  city. 

seirure  of     §  36.  If  any  gunpowder,  exceeding  twenty-eight  pounds 
iijgwiyflre.  {j^  quantity,  shall  be  found  in  the  possession  or  custody  of 
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any  person,  by  any  fireman  of  the  said  city,  during  any  fire 
or  alarm  of  fire  therein,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  fireman 
to  seize  the  same  without  any  warrant,  and  to  report  such 
seizure,  without  delay,  to  the  Mayor  or  Recorder  of  the 
said  city  ;  and  it  shall  be  determined  by  the  Mayor  or  Re- 
corder, or  any  two  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  in  the  man- 
ner directed  by  the  thirty-first  section  of  this  act,  whether 
such  gunpowder  should  be  restored,  or  the  same  shall  be 
conveyed  to  a  magazine  for  storing  gunpowder,  and  there 
detained,  until  it  be  decided  by  the  course  of  law,  whether 
such  gunpowder  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

^  37.  No  quantity  of  sulphur  more  than  ten  hundred  ^^Z 
weight ;  or  of  hemp  or  flax,  than  twenty  hundred  weight ;  JS^g^**  *° 
or  of  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  rosin,  spirits  of  turpentine, 
varnish,  linseed  oil,  oil  of  vitriol,  aqua  fortis,  ether,  or 
shingles,  than  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Common  Council  of 
the  City  of  Kew  York,  shall  be  put,  kept,  or  stored  in  any 
one  place  in  the  said  city,  to  the  southward  of  a  line 
drawn  through  the  centre  of  Fourteenth  street,  unless  with 
the  permission  of  the  said  Common  Council. 

^  38.  Every  person  who  shall  violate  either  of  the  provi-  Ptoaity. 
sions  of  the  last  section,  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  ;  and  in  case  any 
such  person  or  persons  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  remove 
any  of  the  articles  prohibited  by  the  said  section,  within 
such  time  as  may  be  allowed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Mayor 
or  Recorder,  or  any  two  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  he, 
she,  or  they  shall,  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  forfeit 
and  pay  an  additional  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars. 

^  39.  Nothing  hereinbefore  contained,  shall  be  construed    pud^^i^^ 
to  prohibit  any  ship  chandler  firom  keeping,  at  any  time,  ^' 
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•  in  any  inclosure  in  the  said  city,  any  quantity  of  pitch,  tar, 
rosin,  or  turpentine,  not  exceeding  twenty  barrels  in  the 
whole. 

aDititoT«-     ^  40.  All  pecuniary  penalties  imposed  by  this  act  may 

*»»^  be  sued  for  and  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court 

having  cognizance  thereof,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 

Fire  Department  of  the  said  city,  for  the  use  of  the  said 

Fire  Department. 

To  be      §  41.  All  actions  for  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  incurred 
oMjMT.      under  this  act,  shall  be  commenced  within  one  year  next 
after  the  time  of  incurring  such  forfeiture  or  penalty. 

^  42.  All  laws  or  parts  of  laws  heretofore  passed,  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  repealed,  but  such  repeal  shall  not  affect  any  suit  or 
prosecution  already  commenced,  or  any  penalty,  forfeiture, 
or  offense,  already  incurred  or  committed,  under  any  such 
law,  or  part  of  a  law. 
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MfhSESSIfflr. 
CHAP.  189. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  firemen  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 

Passed  April  16,  1831. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Tork^  repretented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  J  do  enact  as  foUotos : 

§  1.  The  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  fire-  tto?*S?^ 
men  of  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed  March  the  20th,  SSt.^^**^ 
1798,  and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  relating  to  the  said 
corporation,  and  which  are  now  in  force,  shall  be  continued 
in  force  until  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty,  unless  sooner  altered,  modified,  or  repealed 
by  the  Legislature. 

^  2.  The  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase,  j^^^^/*"^^^ 
hold,  and  convey  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  for  the  use  ^^' 
and  objects  for  which  the  said  corporation  was  instituted  ; 
but  such  real  or  personal  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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CHAP.  212. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  tkejire  hmtt  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Passed  April  21, 1831. 

The  Peojie  of  the  State  of  New  Yorkt  represented  in  Senate 
and  AMtemidhff  do  enact  iu  foUowi : 

(J?**'"55-  §  !•  All  dwelling-houses,  store-bouses,  and  other  boild- 
^SiSSlS  fii«  ings,  wfaicfa,  after  the  first  day  of  July  next«  shall  be.  built 
or  erected  in  the  city  of  New  York,  without  the  fire  limiii 
of  ttie  said  cify,  aa  the  same  may  have  been  defined  or 
extended  by  any  act  or  acts  heretofore  jwssed,  and  within 
tim  following  boundaries,,  that  is  to  say : 

1.  Beginning  on  the  East  river,  opposite  Rivington 
street,  and  running  thence  through  Rivington  street  to  the 
Bowery ;  thence  through  the  Bowery  to  Division  street ; 
thence  through  Division  street  to  Gouvemeur  street; 
tbence  thrcugh  Oouvemeur  street  to  the  East  river;  and 
thence  along  the  East  river  to  the  place  of  beginning; 
including  all  the  lots,  to  the  depth  of  one  hundred  feet, 
on  the  northerly  side  of  such  part  of  the  Bowery  as  are 
comprised  in  the  foregoing  description. 

S.  Beginning  at  the  intersection  of  Broadway  and  Spring 
street,  and  running  thence  through  Spring  street  to  a  line 
drawn  one  hundred  feet  distant,  westerly,  fix>m  the  west- 
erly side  of  Greene  street,  and  parallel  thereto ;   thenoe 


Digitized  by 


Google 


hbb  dkfabtxsnt.  67 

through  Amity  street  to  the  Sixth  avenue ;  thence  along 
said  line  to  Amity  street  through  the  Sixth  avenue,  to 
Eighth  street;  thence  through  Eighth  street  to  a  line 
drawn  two  hundred  feet  distant,  westerly,  from  the  west- 
erly side  of  Broadway,  and  parallel  thereto ;  thence  along 
the  last-mentioned  line  to  the  centre  of  Tenth  street; 
thence  along  a  line  parallel  to  the  Bloomingdale  road,  and 
two  hundred  feet  distant,  westerly,  from  the  westerly  side 
thereof,  to  Fourteenth  street ;  thence  through  Fourteenth 
street  to  the  Bowery;  thence  through  the  Bowery  to 
Houston  street ;  thence  through  Houston  street  to  Broad- 
way ;  and  thrice  through  Broadway  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning;  and  including  all  the  lots,  to  the  depth  of  one 
hundred  fi^et,  on  the  southerly  side  of  such  part  of  Amity 
street,  and  on  the  northerly  side  of  such  part  of  Eighth 
strert,  as  are  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  description ;  and, 

3.  Beginning  at  the  intersection  of  the  Bowery  and 
Fourteenth  street;  and  running  thence  through  Fourteenth 
street  to  tiie  First  avenue;  thence  through  the  First  avenue 
to  North  street ;  thence  through  North  street  to  the  Bow- 
ery ;  and  thence  through  the  Bowery  to  Fourteenth  street, 
at  the  place  of  beginning  ;  and  including  all  the  lots,  to 
the  depth  of  one  hundred  feet,  on  the  northerly  side  of  such 
part  of  Fourteenth  street,  the  easterly  side  of  such  part  of 
the  First  avenue,  and  the  southernmost  side  of  such  part 
of  North  street,  as  are  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  descrip- 
tion, shall  be  deemed  to  be  within  the  fire  limits  of  the 
said  city ;  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  the 
act  for  the  more  efiectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  passed  April  11th,  1816,  and  of  the  several 
acts  to  amend,  or  in  addition  to  the  same. 
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56fhSESSI0H. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  fire  limits  in  the  city  of  New  Tori. 

Passed  April  30,  1833. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  enact  a>s  /olloios : 

extended.  ^  1.  All  dwelUng-houses,  store-houses,  and  other  build- 
ings which,  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  shall  be  built 
or  erected  in  the  city  of  New  York,  without  the  fire  limits 
of  the  said  city,  as  the  same  may  have  been  defined  or  ex- 
tended by  any  act  or  acts  heretofore  passed,  and  within  the 
following  boundaries,  that  is  to  say:  beginning  on  Orchard 
street,  at  a  point  distant  one  hundred  feet  northerly  from 
the  northerly  line  of  Rivington  street,  and  running  thence, 
northerly,  through  Orchard  street  to  North  street;  thence, 
westerly,  through  North  street  to  a  line  drawn  one  hun- 
dred feet  distant  easterly ,  from  thq  easterly  side  of  the  First 
avenue,  and  parallel  thereto  ;  thence,  northerly,  along  the 
said  line  to  Second  street ;  thence,  easterly,  through  Second 
street  to  North  street ;  thence,  still  easterly,  through  North 
street  to  the  easterly  side  of  Lewis  street ;  thence,  south- 
erly, along  the  easterly  side  of  Lewis  street,  to  a  line  drawn 
one  hundred  feet  distant,  northerly,  from  the  northerly  side 
of  Rivington  street,  and  parallel  thereto ;  and  thence,  west- 
erly, along  the  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  within  the  fire  limits  of  the  said  city,  and 
shall  be  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,  passed 
April  11,  1815,  and  of  the  several  acts  to  amend,  or  in 
addition  to  the  same. 
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57th  SESSION. 
CHAP.  166. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  fire  limits  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Passed  April  23,  1834. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  do  efuict  as  follows : 

4 1.  All  dwelling-houses,  store-houses,  and  other  build-    DwemDei, 

Jbc.,  how   to 

ings  which,  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  shall  be  built  Jj,^,^'^ 
or  erected  in  the  city  of  New  York,  without  the  fire  limits 
of  the  said  city,  as  the  same  have  been  defined  or  extended 
by  any  act  or  acts  heretofore  passed,  and  within  the  follow- 
ing line  or  boundary,  that  is  to  say  :  beginning  at  a  point 
in  the  centre  of  Goerck  street,  distant  one  hundred  feet, 
northerly,  from  the  northerly  side  of  Rivington  street ;  and 
running  thence,  northerly,  through  the  centre  of  Goerck 
street  to  the  centre  of  Third  street ;  thence,  westerly,  through 
the  centre  of  Third  street  to  the  centre  of  Lewis  street ; 
thence,  northerly,  through  the  centre  of  Lewis  street  to  the 
centre  of  Eighth  street;  thence,  westerly,  through  the  cen- 
tre of  Eighth  street  to  the  centre  of  Avenue  D ;  thence, 
northerly,  through  the  centre  of  Avenue  D  to  the  centre  of 
Tenth  street ;  thence,  westerly,  through  the  centre  of 
Tenth  street  to  the  centre  of  Avenue  C  ;  thence,  northerly, 
through  the  centre  of  Avenue  C  to  a  line  distant  one  hun- 
dred feet,  northerly,  from  the  northerly  side  of  Fourteenth 
street;    thence,  westerly,  and  parallel  with  Fourteenth 
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street,  to  a  line  distant  one  hundred  feet,  easterly,  from  the 
easterly  side  of  Second  avenue ;  thence,  northerly,  and 
parallel  with  the  Second  avenue,  to  a  line  distant  one  hun- 
dred feet,  northerly,  from  the  northerly  side  of  Twenty- 
first  street ;  thence,  westerly,  and  parallel  with  Twenty- 
first  street,  to  a  line  distant  one  hundred  feet,  westerly,  from 
the  westerly  side  of  the  Sixth  avenue  ;  thence,  southerly, 
and  parallel  with  the  Sixth  avenue,  to  a  line  distant  one 
hundred  feet,  northerly,  from  the  northerly  side  of  Four- 
teenth street ;  thence,  westerly,  and  parallel  with  Fourteenth 
street,  to  the  centre  of  the  Ninth  avenue ;  thence,  south- 
erly, through  the  centre  of  the  Ninth  avenue  to  the  centre 
of  Greenwich  street ;  thence,  still  southerly,  through  the 
oentre  of  Greenwich  street,  to  the  centre  of  Bethune  street ; 
thence,  westerly,  through  the  oentre  of  Bethune  street  to 
the  centre  of  Washington  street ;  thence,  southerly,  through 
the  centre  of  Washington  street  to  the  centre  of  Hamer- 
sley  street ;  and  thence,  westerly,  through  the  centre  of 
Hamersley  street  to  t^e  Hudson  river,  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  within  the  fire  limits  of  the  said  city,  and  shall  be 
subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  more  efiec- 
tual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,  passed 
April  11,  1815,  and  of  the  several  acts  amending,  modify- 
ing, or  in  addition  to  the  same. 
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57tiL  sEsnov. 

CHAP.  220, 

AN  ACyr  to  amend  and  modify  the  acts  now  in  force  Jar  the  pre^ 
vention  offirte  in  the  city  of  New  York* 

Passed  April  30,  1834. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  TorJcy  reprefented  in  Senate 
and  AMtemUy^  do  enact  OMfoUowe : 

^  1.  The  outside  and  party-walls  of  all  dwelling-liQuses,  F^ty 
store-housesy  and  other  buildings,  hereafter  to  be  erected  or 
built  within  the  fire  limits  of  the  city  of  New  York,  as  the 
same  now  exist  and  may  hereafter  be  extended,  which  shall 
exceed  thirty  feet  in  height,  from  the  level  of  the  sidewalk 
to  the  foot  of  the  rafter,  shall  not  be  less  than  twelve  inches 
thick. 

^  2.  No  chimney,  in  any  building  now  built,  or  hereafter 
to  be  built  in  the  sdd  city,  shall  be  started  or  built  upon 
the  floor  of  the  building,  or  be  cut  off,  to  be  supported  by 
any  manner  of  wood. 

^  3.  All  wooden  gutters  or  cornices  of  any  such  building 
shall  be  firmly  secured  by  irons,  which  shall  not  be  more 
than  seven  fiset  and  a  half  apart  from  each  other,  in  any 
ease*  And  for  all  such  gutters,  not  exceeding  twelve  inches 
in  width,  the  said  irons  shall  be  at  least  two  inches  wide, 
and  half  of  an  inch  thick ;  and  for  all  such  gutters  exceed* 
ing  twelve  inehes'in  width,  the  said  irons  shall  be  at  least 
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two  inches  and  a  half  wide  and  five  eighths  of  an  inch  thick. 
The  said  irons,  except  those  at  the  end  of  the  cornice  or 
gutter,  shall  be  fastened  or  secured  to  the  floor-beam,  and 
the  end  irons  shall  be  fastened,  with  nuts  and  screws,  to 
the  plate  irons. 

jn^Jjhwt  ^  4.  All  plate  irons  shall  be  built  into  the  end  or  party- 
walls,  and  the  iron  anchors  used  to  secure  plate  pieces 
shall  be  at  least  two  inches  wide  by  half  of  an  inch  thicL 
The  anchors  so  to  be  used  at  each  end  of  any  such  plate 
piece  shall  be  at  least  four  feet  long,  and  shall  be  woriied 
or  built  into  the  side  or  end  walls  of  the  building,  and  the 
end  of  said  anchor  shall  turn  down  not  less  than  four  inches. 

^  %6.  All  scuttle-frames  and  doors  on  any  such  building 
shall  be  made  or  covered  with  copper,  zinc,  iron,  or  other 
fire-proof  material ;  and  all  windows  and  entrances  in  the 
rear  of  any  such  building,  above  the  first  story  over  thirty 
feet  in  height,  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  used  for  any 
other  purpose  than  that  of  a  dwelling-house,  shall  have 
shutters  and  doors  to  be  made  of  iron  or  copper. 

^  6.  No  wooden  shed  shall  be  erected  or  permitted  with- 
in the  fire  limits  of  the  said  city,  as  aforesaid,  unless  one 
whole  side  of  the  same  be  left  entirely  and  constantly  open, 
in  addition  to  its  not  exceeding  twelve  feet  in  height  at  the 
peak  or  highest  part  thereof. 

^  7.  No  wooden  building  shall  be  ndsed,  enlarged,  or 
built  upon  within  the  said  fire  limits,  otherwise  than  by 
putting  dormer-windows,  not  to  exceed  two  in  number, 
thereon ;  and  no  such  dormer-window  shall  exceed  five 
feet  in  width. 

§  8.  Every  penalty  or  forfeiture  which  may  be  incurred 
by  the  owner  or  builder  of  any  building,  either  under  the 
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seventh  section  or  the  twenty-second  section  of  the  act  en- 
titled *'  An  act  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  passed  for 
the  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed 
April  20th»  1830,  shall  he  a  lien  upon  such  building  until 
the  same  shall  have  been  satisfied,  notwithstanding  any 
sale  or  conveyance  thereof,  before  judgment  may  have 
been  obtained  for  such  penalty  or  forfeiture. 

%  9.  All  such  parts  of  the  second,  fifth,  eighth,  ninth,  "•p*'- 
tenth,  twentieth,  and  twenty-first  sections  of  the  above- 
mentioned  act,  or  of  any  other  section  thereof,  as  may  be 
contrary  to  or  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  but  not  otherwise,  are  hereby  repealed;  and  the  thirty- 
first  section  of  said  act  is  also  hereby  repealed. 

^  10.  This  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  first  day  of     ^^t  whm 
Angustnext,  or  operate  upon  dwelling-houses  which  shall  be  ^~^' 
built  under  contracts  entered  into  previously  to  the  passage 
of  this  act;   and  the  Common  Council  shall  publish  this 
act,  once  a  week,  in  every  paper  employed  by  them,  firom 
the  passage  thereof  until  that  day. 
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68th  SESSION. 

AN   ACT   extending  Jkrther  prwUege$  to  tkejiremm  cf  tkt 
respective  cities  within  this  State. 

Passed  May  8,  1835. 

The  People^the  State qfNew  York,  rq^esentedin  Senateimi 
Auemblyt  do  enact  as/oUows: 

or     4  1.  The  firemen  of  the  different  cities  within  this  State, 

to         ^ 

cHy-  in  case  of  removal  from  one  city  to  another^  shaU  be  idlow- 
ed  the  time  which  they  may  have  served  as  such  firemen  in 
the  city  they  left,  in  the  city  to  which  they  have  removed, 
upon  producing  a  certificate  of  such  service,  signed  by  the 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  city  so  left,  and  being  reappointed  a 
fireman  in  the  city  to  which  they  have  removed. 

or  ^2.  When  every  such  fireman  shall  have  served  as  such 
for  so  long  a  time  thereafter  as  shall  make  the  whole  term 
of  service  the  same  as  required  by  law  of  firemen  residing  in 
the  city  removed  to,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  exemptions  now  secured  by  law  to  the  firemen  of 
the  cities  of  Albany  and  New  York. 
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6l8t  SESSION. 

AN  ACT  tQ  authorize  theappotntment  of  Comnuidonen  to  invcstir 
gate  ihe  causes  qfjires  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Passed  April  6,  1838. 

The  People  of  the  StcUe  of  New  York,  rqrresentedim  Seiiat»amd 
Assembly  y  do  enact  as  follows : 

4  1.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Common  Council  of  the ^  « . 

*  won     ocnn- 

City  of  New  York  to  appoint  one  or  more  Commissioners^  S**SJSto? 
not  to  exceed  three  in  number,  to  investigate  the  causes  of  ^ 
fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,  who  shall,  hold  thdr  offices 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  said  Common  Council,  and  shall 
receive  such  compensation  as  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commonalty  shall  by  ordinance  direct. 

^  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Commissioner  or  Com-  UMirdatj. 
missioners  to  inquire  into  and  investigate  the  causes  of  all 
fires  which  may  occur  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  they  occur,  and  to  keep  a  record  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  of  the  evidence  in  each  case,  and  to  file  the 
same,  or  a  copy  thereof,  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  said  city. 


§3.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and^^,^,,^ 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  to  summon  and  com-  S^Ji^lhT 
pel  the  attendance  of  any  person  being  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  before  the  said  Commissioner  or  Commissioners,  to 
testify  upon  oath  concerning  any  fire  in  said  city,  under 
such  penalty  for  non-attendance  or  refusal  to  testify,  as  the 
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said  Major,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  shall  by  ordinance 
provide  and  direct :  and  the  said  Commissioner  or  Commis- 
sioners are  hereby  authorized  to  administer  such  oath. 

Q^J^«°™«  ^  4.  Nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  as 
when  to  act  compelling  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty,  or 
the  said  Common  Council,  to  exercise  the  powers  conferred 
by  this  act,  except  at  such  time  and  for  such  period  or 
periods  as  they,  in  their  discretion,  shall  deem  proper ;  and 
no  such  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed  until  one  or 
more  of  the  insurance  companies  in  the  said  city  shall 
agree  to  pay  to  the  said  Commissioners  such  sum  or  sums 
as  the  said  Common  Council  shall  fix  for  their  compensa- 
tion, and  all  expenses  attending  and  consequent  thereupon. 

Proceed-      ^  5.  The  proceedings  of  said  Commissioners  shall  at  all 
^uo.        times  be  public,  as  those  of  the  courts  of  justice  of  this 
State. 
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MtiiBESSIOH. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  act  to  incorporate  the  firemen  of  the  city 
of  New  Yorky  passed  20th  day  of  March^  1798. 

Passed  March  1,  1841,  by  a  two-third  vote. 

The  People  rf  the  State  of  New  Yorkj  represented  tn  Senate 
and  Assembly  f  do  enact  as  follows: 

%  1.  All  persons  who  shall  have  served  as  firemen  in  the       E«wnpt 
city  of  New  York,  ^*  the  full  time  required  by  law  to  u«  «>  onioe 

ti»  ••  ft  'in   Fire    D^ 

exempt  them  from  sernng  as  a  juror  m  any  of  the  courts  pvtment. 
of  this  State,  and  from  all  militia  duty,  except  in  case 
where  the  militia  are  ordered  into  actual  service,"  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  president, 
vice-president,  secretary,  treasurer,  collector,  or  trustee  of 
the  New  York  Fire  Department. 

%  2.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  president,  vice-     vaeancj, 
president,  secretary,  treasurer,   collector,  or  any  of  the 
trustees,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  represent- 
atives, for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  by  a  special  election 
to  be  held  for  that  purpose. 

%  3.  Such  parts  of  the  act  hereby  amended  as  conflict 
with  this  act,  are  repealed. 

%  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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67fhSESSiaH. 

CHAP.  816. 

AN  ACT  for  the  estailishment  and  regulation  of  the  Police  of 
the  city  of  New  York* 

Passed  May  7,  1844,  by  a  two-third  vote. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorkf  represented  in  Senate 
and  AuenMyi  do  enact  xu  foUowe  : 


In  oMe  or  ^  11.  At  any  alarm  of  fire,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Captain  of  Patrol  nearest  the  scene  of  conflagration,  fortii- 
with  to  proceed  to  the  same,  with  one  half  of  the  number 
of  policemen  off  duty,  to  be  diligent  in  preserving  order 
and  protecting  property.  In  case  of  any  riot,  or  any  other 
sudden  emergency,  requiring  the  services  of  the  police,  on 
notice  being  given,  the  Captain  of  Police  shall  forthwith 
proceed  to  the  scene  of  riot,  with  the  whole  police  off  duty, 
or  any  part  thereof,  and  be  vigilant  in  repressing  the  same. 

The  remaining  sections  relate  exclusively  to  the  police* 
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68fh  8E8SI0V. 

CHAP.  808. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^^An  actforihe  estallishment 
and  regulation  of  ike  Police  of  the  city  of  New  York^** 
paseed  May  7,  1844. 

Pabsed  Maj  13,  1846. 

Th^  VeapU  rf  the  State  of  New  York,  represetUed  in  Senate 
and  AuenMyf  do  enact  as  folhnn : 

AKTICLE  L 

OP  POLICE. 

%  1.  The  Watch  Deparbuenty  aa  at  present  organizedi  ispi^^;^ 
hereby  abolished,  together  with  the  oflSee  of  Marshals,  Street  '*^"''^' 
Inspectors,  Health  Wardens^  Fire  Wardens,  Dock  Masters, 
day  Police  officers,  Sunday  officers,  inspectors  of  pawn- 
brokers' and  junk*shops,  and  of  the  officers  to  attend  the 
polls  at  the  several  election  districts  of  the  city  and  county 
of  New  YoriL,  and  Superintendent  of  Beads  of  the  Twelfth 
Ward  of  said  city;  except  the  office  of  Mayor's  or  First 
Marshal. 

The  remaining  sections  relate  exclusively  to  the  police. 
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70th8E8SiaH. 
CHAP.  869. 

AN  ACT  to  cofnend  an  act  entided  ^*An  act  granting  prwU^ 
to  the  Firemen  of  the  City  of  New  York^  foued  April  4, 
1829. 

Passed  November  16,  1847. 

The  People  of  the  Stale  of  New  Tork^  r^esented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  J  do  enact  as  follows  : 

tS"  rf  ^^'  ^^^U  person  who,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  shall  have  served 
as  a  fireman  of  the  city  of  New  York  during  five  years, 
and  who  shall  serve  as  such  one  year  thereafter,  and  evely 
person  who,  on  the  said  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  shall  have  served  four  years, 
or  a  less  period  of  time,  and  who  shall  serve  as  such  for  so 
long  a  time  thereafter  as  shall  make  the  whole  term  of  his 
service  six  years ;  and  every  person  who  shall  serve  as  a 
fireman  of  the  city  of  New  York,  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  for 
the  period  of  five  years,  shall  be,  forever  after  such  service, 
exempted  from  serving  as  a  juror  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
this  State,  and  from  all  militia  duty,  except  in  cases  where 
the  militia  are  ordered  into  actual  service. 

BepeaL  ^  2.  The  first  section  of  the  act  amended  is  hereby  re- 

pealed. 
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70th  SESSION. 
CHAP.  495. 

AN  ACT  in  relation  to  Jurors  in  the  city  of'  New  York. 

Passed  December  15th,  1847. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  YorJc^  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  enact  as  follows : 


^  1 3.  No  fireman  of  said  city  shall  be  exempted  from  ^^^  ^l^lZ 
jury  duty,  unless  he  actually  performs  all  the  duty  of  a  fromjulr^^d?- 
fireman  in  his  company ;  and  to  entitle  him  to  such  ex-  *'* 
emption,  he  shall  produce  a  certificate  of  the  foreman  or 
other  chief  officer  of  his  company,  that  he  is  a  faithful  and 
acting  member  thereof. 

This  provision,  however,  is  not  to  affect  those  who  are 
exempt  firom  serving  as  jurors,  by  reason  of  having  served 
as  firemen  for  the  period  required  by  law. 
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7Ut  SBSSIQV. 
CHAP.  100. 

AN  ACT  in  relation  to  Firemen  in  the  teoeral  citiet  and  villaget 
of  the  State. 

Passed  March  18,  1848. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  repretented  in  SenaU 
and  Auemblyt  do  enact  a*foJJUni» : 

^  1.  The  firemen  now  or  hereafter  to  be  regularly 
enrolled  and  recognized  by  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  several  cities  and  villages  of  this  State,  shall  be  exempt 
during  the  time  of  their  service,  and  after  having  served 
five  years,  consecutively,  shall,  forever  thereafter,  be  ex- 
empted from  service  on  any  jury,  and  also  from  serving  in 


nmjury.    the  militia,  except  in  cases  of  invasion  or  insurrection. 
^  2.  This  act  shall  take  e&ct  immediately. 
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Tlrt  SESSION. 

CHAP.  188. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^*  An  act  in  relation  to  fire- 
men in  the  several  cities  and  villages  of  this  St€Ue"  passed 
March  18,  1848. 

Passed  April  5,  1848. 

The  People  of  ike  State  of  New  Torky  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  enact  asfoUows : 

^  1.  Every  person  who,  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  ^  £2jJjJJ* 
shall  have  been  a  fireman  in  any  of  the  cities  or  villages  of 
this  State,  for  the  term  of  four,  five,  or  six  years,  and  who 
shall  serve  as  such  one  year  thereafter ;  and  every  person 
who,  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  shall  have  been  such 
fireman  for  a  less  period  of  time  than  four  years,  and  who 
shall  serve  as  such  for  so  long  a  time  thereafter  as  shall 
make  the  whole  term  of  his  service  five  years ;  and  every 
person  who  may  become  such  fireman  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  and  shall  serve  as  such  for  five  years  thereafter, 
shall,  during  and  forever  after  such  service,  be  exempted 
from  serving  as  a  juror  in  any  of  the  courts  of  this  State, 
and  from  militia  duty,  except  in  cases  of  insurrection  or 
invasion* 

^  2.  The  act  entitled  '^  An  act  in  relation  to  firemen  in 
the  several  cities  and  villages  of  this  State,"  passed  March 
18,  1848,  is  hereby  repealed. 

^3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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72d  SESSION. 

CHAP.  84/ 

AN  ACT  for  the  more  ^ffectval  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of 
New  York  J  and  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  pa^ssed  for  thai 
purpose. 

Passed  March  7,  1849. 

The  People  of  the   State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Sen- 
ate and  Assembly  f  do  enact  as  follows : 


Fire  limit*. 


^  1.  The  fire  limits  of  the  city  of  New  York  are  hereby 
extended,  so  as  to  embrace  all  of  said  city  situate  to  the 
southward  of  a  line  drawn  one  hundred  feet  north  of 
Thirty-second  street,  extending  from  East  to  Hudson  river. 

erected^tiT      ^  2.  All  dwelling-houscs,  stores,  store-houses,  and    all 
^'^  other  buildings,  which,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 

act,  shall  be  built  or  erected  in  the  said  city,  that  is  to  say, 
within  all  that  part  of  the  said  city  situate  to  the  south- 
ward of  said  line,  drawn  one  hundred  feet  north  of  Thirty- 
second  street,  shall  be  made  and  constructed  as  hereinafter 
provided,  of  stone  or  brick,  or  other  fire-poof  materials, 
and  shall  be  constructed  with  party  or  outside  walls, 

Sde  wSto!"'  §  3.  The  outside  and  party  walls  of  'all  dwelling-houses, 
stores,  store-houses,  and  other  buildings  hereafter  to  be 
erected  or  built  within  the  fire  limits  of  the  said  city,  as 
the  same  are  extended  by  this  act,  or  may  hereafter  be  ex- 
tended, shall  be  constructed  of  stone  or  brick ;  and  eveiy 
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such  dwelling-housey  store,  or  store-house,  shall  have  at 
least  two  side  or  end  walls  (in  addition  to  the  front  and 
rear  walls),  whether  such  side  or  end  walls  be  outside  or 
party  walls. 

§  4.  Every  such  dwelling-house,  store,  or  store-house,  res^t^^ 
being  more  than  thirty  feet  in  width,  shall  be  erected  and  SST^thiny 
built  with  an  additional  wall,  or  partition  walls,  of  stone  ^^^ 
or  brick,  not  less  than  eight  inches  thick,  running  from 
front  to  rear,  so  that  the  walls  of  such  dwelling-house, 
store,  or  store-house  (except  the  front  and  rear  walls),  shall 
not  be  distant  from  each  other  more  than  thirty  feet,  and 
all  such  pcutition  walls  which  shall  exceed  thirty-five  feet 
in  height  from  the  level  of  the  sidewalk  to  the  peak  or  high- 
est point  thereof,  shall  not  be  less  than  twelve  inches  thick. 

^  5.  The  outside  and  party  walls  of  all  dwelling-houses,  ^^^°^^ 
stores,  store-houses,  and  other  buildings  hereafter  to  be 
erected  or  built  within  the  fire  limits  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  as  the  same  are  extended  as  aforesaid,  or  hereafter 
may  be  extended,  shall  not  be  less  than  eight  inches  thick; 
and  all  such  walls,  which  shall  exceed  thirty-five  feet  in 
height,  from  the  level  of  the  sidewalk  to  the  peak  or  high- 
est point  therieof,  shall  not  be  less  than  twelve  inches  thick. 

^  6.  All  discharging  or  arch-pieces  used  in  the  chimneys  ,Dg^5JJ£ 
of  any  such  dwelling-house,  store-house,  or  other  building,  SSeya.  ^ 
shall  recede  from  any  flue  in  every  such  chimney  at  least 
four  inches ;  and  no  such  chimney  shall  be  started  or  built 
upon  the  floor  or  beams  of  such  dwelling-house,  store, 
store-house,  or  other  building;  but  shall  be  started  at  the 
foundation  of  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or 
other  building  ;  and  all  hearths  shall  be  supported  by  arches 
of  stone  or  brick,  and  no  chimney  in  any  dwelling-house, 
store,  or  store-house,  or  other  building  now  erected  or  here- 
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after  to  be  erected  within  the  fire  limits,  as  the  same  are 
extended  by  this  act,  or  may  hereafter  be  extended,  shall  be 
cut  off,  to  be  supported  below  in  any  manner  whatever. 

ttere*^  ^  '^'  ^^  wooden  gutters  of  any  such  dwelling-house, 
^'^^^^  store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  so  to  be  built  or 
erected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  firmly  secured  by  irons,  which 
shall  not  be  more  than  seven  and  one  half  feet  from  each 
other,  and  on  all  such  gutters,  not  exceeding  twelve  inches 
in  width,  the  said  irons  shall  be  at  least  two  inches  in 
width,  and  half  an  inch  thick ;  and  on  all  such  gutters* 
exceeding  twelve  inches  in  width,  the  said  irons  shall  be  at 
least  two  and  a  half  inches  in  width  and  five  eighths  of  an 
inch  thick ;  and  the  said  irons,  except  those  at  the  end  of 
the  cornice  or  gutter,  shall  be  fastened  to  the  floor,  or  roof 
beams,  and  the  end  irons  .shall  be  constructed  so  as  to 
fasten  in  the  side  or  end  walls. 

i^ta-iroM.  ^  Q^  ^\  plate  irons  shall  be  built  into  the  side,  end,  or 
party  walls ;  and  the  iron  anchors,  used  to  secure  the  plate 
pieces,  shall  be  at  least  two  inches  vdde,  and  half  an  inch 
thick ;  the  anchors  to  be  used  at  each  end  of  every  such 
plate  piece  shall  be  worked  or  built  into  the  side,  end,  or 
party  wall  of  the  building,  and  the  ends-  of  such  anchors 
shall  turn  down  at  least  four  inches. 

fmnr^^and  ^  ^*  ^^^  scu  ttle-framcs  and  doors  on  every  such  dwelling- 
do.Hn.  house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building  so  to  be  built  or 
erected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  made  of,  or  covered  with, 
copper,  zinc,  tin,  or  iron,  and  every  window  or  entrance 
above  the  first  story,  in  the  rear  of  every  such  store,  store- 
house, or  other  building,  used  for  any  purpose  other  than 
that  of  a  dwelling,  over  thirty  feet  in  height,  from  the  level 
of  the  sidewalk,  shall  have  shutters  and  doors  thereon, 
made  of  iron  or  copper. 
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^  10.  The  plankinafor  sheathing  of  the  roof  of  every  such  „  aSSSbS« 
dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building  so  to  '^^  "** 
be  erected  or  built  as  aforesaid,  shall,  in  no  case,  be  extended 
across  the  party,  side,  or  end  walls  thereof;  and  every  such 
dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  and 
the  top  and  side  of  dormer-windows  thereon,  shall  be 
looped  and  covered  with  slate,  tin,  iron,  copper,  or  zinc. 

^11.  All  beams  and  other  timbers  in  the  party  or  other  oihS^iZ 
waUs  of  every  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  ***"' 
other  building  hereafter  to  be  built  or  erected  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  separated  from  the  beam  or  timber  entering  in  the 
opposite  side  of  the  wall,  at  least  four  inches  (measuring 
from  the  nearest  points  of  the  beams  or  timbers),  by  solid 
mason-work ;  and  all  plate  pieces  in  the  front  or  rear  walls 
thereof  shall  recede  from  the  outside  of  the  wall  at  least 
four  inches,  and  auch  end,  side,  party,  or  partition  walls 
shall  be  built  up  and  extended  at  least  twelve  inches  aboVie 
the  plank  or  roofing,  and  shall  be  coping  of  stone  or  iron. 

§  12.  No  timber  shall  be  used  in  front  or  rear  wall  of  R«tr»ctioB. 
any  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building  so 
to  be  built  or  erected  as  aforesaid,  where  stone,  brick,  or  iron 
is  commonly  used ;  each  lintel  on  the  side  of  the  front  or  rear 
wall  shall  have  a  secure  brick  arch  over  it,  and  no  bond  timber 
in  any  wall  thereof  shall,  in  width  and  thickness,  exceed 
the  width  and  thickness  of  a  course  of  brick  ;  and  no  bond 
timber  shall  be  more  than  three  feet  in  length ;  and  such  bond 
timbers  shall  be  laid  at  least  eighteen  inches  apart  from 
each  other,  longitudinally,  on  either  side  of  any  wall ;  and 
the  continuous  line  thereof  shall  be  broken  every  three  feet, 
by  inserting  a  brick  of  eight  inches ;  and  no  front  or  rear 
or  other  wall  of  any  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house, 
or  other  building  now  erected  or  hereafter  to  be  erected,  or 
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buUt  as  i^oresaid,  or  as  they  may  hered|ter  be  extended,  shall 
be  cut  off  or  altered  below,  to  be  supported  in  any  manner, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  by  wood,  but  shall  be  wholly  support- 
ed by  brick,  stone,  or  iron,  and  no  wood  or  timber  shall  be 
used  between  such  wall  and  such  supporters. 

Guttort  to  ^  13.  All  wooden  gutters  of  every  dwelling-house,  store, 
copper,  Ac.  gtorc-house,  or  other  building  hereafter  to  be  erected  or 
built  within  the  fire  limits,  as  extended  as  aforesaid,  or  as 
the  same  may  be  hereafter  extended,  shall  be  lined  and 
covered,  on  the  upper  surface  thereof.  With  copper,  zinc, 
tin,  or  iron. 

New  roofing.  §  ^^'  ^^  ^^7  brfck  front,  frame,  or  wooden  dwelling- 
house  already  erected  within  the  fire  limits,  as  the  same 
are  extended  by  this  act,  or  may  hereafter  be  extended, 
shall  require  new  roofing,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
proprietor  or  proprietors  thereof  to  raise  the  same  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  flat  roof  thereon  ;  provided  that  such 
new  roofing  shall  be  made  of  copper,  slate,  tin,  zinc,  or 
iron ;  and  also,  provided  that  such  dwelling-house,  when 
so  raised,  shall  not  exceed  thirty-five  feet  in  height,  from 
the  level  of  the  sidewalk  to  the  peak  or  highest  point 
thereof. 

steepiM.  §  15.  All  steeples,  cupolas,  and  spires  of  churches,  or 
•pirts. '  other  public  buildings,  may  be  covered  with  boards  or 
shingles;  and  churches  and  said  other  public  buildings, 
shall  be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  so  much  of  the 
ninth  section  of  this  act  as  relates  to  iron  and  copper  shut- 
ters. 

p  wic     ^  16.  Public  buildings  mentioned  in  preceding  sections, 

fill  d.  are  hereby  defined  to  be  such  buildings  as  shall  be  owned 

and  occupied  for  public  purposes  by  this  State,  the  United 
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States,  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  or  the 
Public  School  Society. 

§  17.  All  privies,  not  exceeding  ten  feet  square  and  j^*y£j^^ 
fifteen  in  height,  and  all  fire-engine  houses,  belonging  to 
the  Corporation  of  the  said  city,  and  all  ferry-houses  which 
shall  be  erected  with  the  express  permission  of  the  said 
Corporation,  maybe  built  and  covered  with  wood,  board,  or 
shingles. 

§  18.  AH  ash-holes  or  ash-houses  within  the  said  city,  j^^^*"* 
shall  be  built  of  stone  or  brick,  without  the  use  of  wood  in 
any  part  thereof. 

^  19.  No  wooden  shed  shall  be  erected  or  permitted  sb«is. 
within  the  fire  limits  of  the  said  city,  as  the  same  are  ex- 
tended as  aforesaid,  or  may  hereafter  be  extended,  unless 
one  whole  side  of  the  same  shall  be  left  entirely  and  con- 
stantly open,  in  addition  to  its  not  exceeding  twelve  feet 
in  height  at  the  peak,  or  at  the  highest  part  thereof. 

§  20.  No  wooden  or  frame  building  whatever,  whether  ^^^J^^^uJ 
the  same  may  have  a  brick  front  or  otherwise,  within  *'^- 
the  fire  limits,  as  extended  as  aforesaid,  or  as  the  same 
may  hereafter  be  extended,  shall  be  raised,  enlarged, 
or  built  upon,  or  removed  from  one  lot  to  another  with- 
in the  fire  limits  of  the  said  city,  as  the  same  are  ex- 
tended as  aforesaid,  or  may  hereafter  be  extended  ;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  brick  front,  frame  dwelling-houses, 
and  wooden  dwelling-houses,  only,  may  be  raised  under  the 
circumstances  and  in  the  manner  specially  provided  for  in 
the  fourteenth  section  of  this  act. 

^  21.  Every  wooden  building,  or  frame  building  with  a  ^^  ^*"*?f 
brick  front,  or  otherwise,  within  the  fire  limits  of  the  said  ^^^^  ^^ 
city,  as  the  same  are  extended  as  aforesaid,  or  may  hereafter 
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be  extended,  which  may  hereafter  be  damaged  by  fire  to 
an  amotmt  not  greater  than  two  thirds  of  the  value  there* 
of,  exclusive  of  the  foundation,  before  such  fire,  may  be 
repaired  or  rebuilt,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
twenty-second  section  of  this  act;  but  if  such  damage 
shall  amount  to  more  than  two  thirds  of  such  value,  ex- 
clusive of  the  foundation,  then  such  building  shall  not  be 
repaired  or  rebuilt,  but  shall  be  taken  down  and  removed. 

Amoant  of  ^  22.  The  amouut  or  extent  of  such  damage  by  fire, 
deierminad.  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  de- 
termined  by  two  disinterested  persons  residing  in  the  said 
city,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  owner  or  own- 
ers of  such  building,  and  the  other  by  the  Board  of  Assist- 
ant Engineers  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  said  city ; 
and  in  case  such  two  persons  disagree,  they  are  to  select  a 
third  disinterested  person,  and  the  decision,  in  writing,  of 
any  two  of  them,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  in  the  pre- 
mises ;  and  such  building  shall  not  be  repaired  or  rebuilt 
until  after  the  appointment  of  such  persons  as  aforesaid,  nor 
until  after  their  decision  shall  be  made  in  writing,  as  afore^ 
said,  finding  that  such  damage  does  not  exceed  two-thirds 
of  the  value  of  such  building,  as  it  existed  before  such  fire, 
exclusive  of  the  foundation. 

Altering,  §  23.  No  brfck  Or  stone  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house, 
e*ia"gt'ng  ^  OT  othcr  buildiug,  now  erected  or  hereafter  to  be  erected, 
within  the  fire  limits,  as  extended  as  aforesaid,  or  as  they 
may  hereafter  be  extended,  shall  be  altered,  raised,  enlarged, 
or  built  upon,  in  such  manner  that  such  dwelling-house, 
store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  were  it  wholly  built 
or  constructed  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  would  be  in 
violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
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%  24.  The  owner  or  owners  of  any  dwelling-house,  store,  viSliSg^Sj 
store-house,  or  any  other  building,  or  of  any  frame  building,  SSTmST*  ^ 
with  or  without  a  brick  front,  or  of  any  wooden  building, 
or  of  any  ash-house,  ash-hole,  or  wooden  shed,  who  shall 
violate  any  provisions  of  this  act,  and  every  master  builder 
or  master  carpenter  who  may  be  employed  or  assist  there- 
in, shall,  for  every  such  violation,  respectively  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ;   and  such  owner  or 
owners  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  in  addition  thereto,  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars  for  every  twenty-four  hours  such  violation  shall 
remain,  after  notice  to  remove  the  same  shall  have  been 
given  ;  such  notice  may  b^  signed  by  any  of  the  Trustees 
or  Assistant  Engineers  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City 
of  New  York ;   such  notice  may  be  given  by  leaving  the 
same  at  the  residence  or  place  of  business  of  such  ovnier  or 
owners,  or  builder  or  carpenter,  or  by  serving  the  same 
personally,  or  by  serving  the  same  in  the  manner  provided 
for  by  and  in  the  twenty-ninth  section  of  this  act ;   and 
such  additional  penalty  shall  be  computed  and  recovered 
up  to  the  time  of  the  trial  of  any  suit  for  the  recovery 
thereof;  and  in  case  such  violation  shall  continue  after  the 
trial  of  such  suit,  for  such  continuing  additional  penalty, 
computing  from  the  time  of  such  trial,  may  be  recovered  in 
any  other  suit  or  suits  to  be  brought  by  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  New  York  for  that  purpose. 

§  25.  All  pecuniary  penalties  imposed  by  this  act  may  be     PenauieB, 
sued  for  and  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  of  ~^«*^«^ 
record  within  this  State,  by  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  in  their  own  name  and  for  their  own  use. 

^  26.  Every  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  ash-hole,  ^^^^'fjjgjj 
ash-house,  shed,  or  other  building  of  any  description  what-  ^'™^  JJ 
ever,  herein  before  mentioned,  which  shall  hereafter  be  erect-  nStaJ^^ 
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ed,  built,  roofed,  repaired,  altered,  enlarged,  built  upon,  or 
removed,  contrary  to  any  of  the  foregoing  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  be  deemed  a  common  nuisance,  and  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Justices  of  the 
Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  and 
the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
within  said  city,  shall  have  cognizance  of  such  offenses ; 
and  the  court  to  which  an  indictment  or  presentment 
shall  be  preferred  for  such  offense,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
empowered  and  enjoined  to  prosecute  such  indictment,  or 
cause  the  same  to  be  prosecuted,  in  the  usual  manner  of 
prosecutions,  and  upon  conviction,  to  adjudge  such  fines 
and  penalties  as  they,  in  their  discretion,  shall  think  fit  and 
proper ;  and  also,  in  their  discretion,  to  cause  such  nui- 
sances to  be  abated  and  removed. 

whea^iSS-      §  ^^*  ^^^  actions  for  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  incurred 
meoced.       under  this  act,  shall  be  commenced  within  eighteen  months 
next  after  the  time  of  incurring  such  forfeiture  or  penalty. 

fe^' M^  §  23.  The  duties  and  powers  that  were  by  law  conferred 
^wli°^^y  ^P^^  *^®  ^^^^  Wardens  in  the  City  of  New  York,  prior  to 
tbisMt.  ^jjg  passage  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  establish- 
ment and  regulation  of  the  police  of  the  city  of  New  York," 
passed  May  7,  1844,  as  well  as  the  duties  and  powers  of 
Fire  Wardens  conferred  upon  the  police  by  the  said  act, 
and  by  the  act  to  amend  the  same,  passed  May  13,  1846, 
are  hereby  conferred  upon  the  Assistant  Engineers  of  the 
Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  upon  their 
successors  in  office. 


Tii«7areto  ^  29.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Assistant 
▼loifttioo  of  Engineers  respectively,  to  inquire  and  examine  into  any 
'^^  ocflrtT  ^^^  every  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  acts 
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heretofore  passed  for  the  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  of  the  several  acts  amending  or  modifying 
the  same,  or  in  addition  thereto,  or  extending  the  fire 
limits  in  said  city,  and  of  this  act;  and  it  shall  also  be  the 
daty  of  the  said  Assistant  Engineers  respectively,  to  give, 
or  cause  to  be  given,  a  notice,  in  writing,  s^ed  by  at  least 
one  of  th^n,  to  the  owner  and  builder  respectively,  of  any 
such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  building,  ash-hole, 
ash-house,  wooden  shed,  wooden  building,  or  frame  build- 
ing in  said  city,  which  shall  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be 
erected,  built,  raised,  altered,  enlarged,  or  built  upon,  or 
removed  from  one  lot  to  another,  or  which  shall,  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  be  in  the  course  of  erection,  building, 
raising,  altering,  enlarging,  or  being  built  upon,  or  being 
removed  firom  one  lot  to  another,  in  violation  of  any  of 
the  provisions  of  the  acts,  or  of  any  of  them,  mentioned  or 
referred  to  in  this  section,  or  of  this  act,  requiring  such 
cause  of  violation  to  be  removed  within  ten  days  after 
service  of  such  notice;  such  service  shall  be  made  by 
leaving  such  notice  with  any  person  of  suitable  age,  at 
such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  building,  ash- 
house,  ash-hole,  wooden  shed,  wooden  building,  or  frame 
building,  or  by  posting  the  same  in  a  conspicuous  place 
on  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  building,  ash- 
hole,  ash-house,  wooden  building,  wooden  shed,  or  frame 
building. 

%  30.  If  any  such  cause  of  violation  shall  not  be  re-  ^f  STSSS^ 
moved,  within  the  time  limited  in  such  notice,  the  Supreme  SuiStlB^ 
Court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  shall, 
respectively,  in  addition  to  the  power  of  enforcing  the 
penalties  as  now  provided  by  law,  and  as  provided  by  this 
act  for  such  violation,  have  power  and  jurisdiction  in  an 
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'action  to  be  brought  by  said  Fire  Department,  to  restrain 
by  injunction  the  further  erection,  building,  raising,  alter- 
ing, enlarging,  or  building  upon  such  dwelling-house, 
store,  store-house,  building,  ash-hole,  ash-house,  wooden 
shed,  wooden  building,  or  frame  building;  and  also  to 
adjudge  and  decree  that  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store- 
house, building,  ash-hole,  ash-house,  wooden  shed,  wooden 
building,  or  frame  building,  whether  erected,  built,  raised, 
altered,  enlarged,  removed,  or  built  upon,  or  in  the  course 
of  erection,  building,  raising,  altering,  enlarging,  removing,' 
or  of  being  built  upon,  shall  be  taken  down  and  removed. 

^j^yDutjof  ^  31.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  city  and 
coimty  of  New  York  to  execute  such  decree,  upon  re- 
ceiving a  certified  copy  thereof. 

5y.kwi.  ^  32.  The  said  Assistant  Engineers  shall  have  power  to 

make  such  by-laws  for  their  own  government  as  shall  not 
be  contrary  to  law,  or  to  the  ordinances  of  the  Corporation 
of  said  city. 


■touni  Ebf  1- 
noera. 


RepetL 


^  33.  The  compensation  of  the  said  Assistant  Engineers 
shall  be  fixed  by  the  Common  Council  of  said  city,  and 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
to  each  Assistant  Engineer,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  Comp- 
troller of  said  city,  by  warrants,  quarterly,  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  shall 
have  power  to  raise,  by  tax,  a  sum  necessary  to  defray 
such  salaries. 

^34.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  heretofore  passed, 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  repealed,  but  such  repeal  shall  not  affect 
any  suit  or  prosecution  commenced,  or  penalty  or  ofifense 
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incorred  or  committed  previous  to  the  first  day  of  June 
next ;  but  every  such  suit  or  prosecution  may  lawfully 
proceed ;  and  every  such  penalty  or  offense  be  demanded, 
prosecuted,  recovered,  or  punished,  as  the  same  may  be, 
as  if  the  said  laws  and  parts  of  laws,  hereby  repealed,  had 
remained  in  full  force. 

§  35.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  June    ^^Jjjj^  *• 
next ;  and  the  Common  Council  shall  publish  this  act  once 
a  week  in  every  paper  employed  by  them,  firom  thirty  days 
after  the  passage  thereof,  until  that  day. 


Digiti 


ized  byCoOgle 


96  STATE  LAWS. 


72d  SESSIOir. 
CHAP.  178. 

AN  ACT^  further  to  amend  the  acts  in  relation  to  insurances  on 
property  in  this  State^  made  by  individuals  and  associatiotts 
unauthorized  by  law. 

Passed  March  30,  1849,  "  three-fifths  being  present." 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorkj  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  f  do  enact  as  follows : 

wmejw  to     ^1.  There  shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fire 

be   paid    to  ^ 

Fire'Depwi-  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  for  the  use  and  ben- 
efit of  said  Fire  Department,  on  the  first  day  of  February 
in  each  year,  by  every  person  who  shall  act  in  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  as  agent  for  or  on  behalf  of  any 
individual,  or  association  of  individuals,  not  incorporated 
by  the  laws  of  this  State,  to  effect  insurances  against  losses 
or  injuries  by  fire  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York, 
although  such  individuals  or  association  may  be  incorpo- 
rated for  that  purpose  by  any  State  or  county,  the  sum  of 
two  dollars  upon  the  one  himdred  dollars,  and  at  that  rate 
upon  the  amount  of  all  premiums  which,  during  the  year, 
or  part  of  the  year,  ending  on  the  next  preceding  first  day 
of  September,  shall  have  been  received  by  such  agent  or 

^The  above  act,  although  not  referring  directly  to  the  regulation  of  tlie 
Fire  Department,  yet  appertains  to  its  finances,  and  is  deemed  by  the  oom- 
pUer  to  be  worthy  of  insertion  here. 
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peraony  or  received  by  any  other  person  for  him,  or  ahaU 
have  been  agreed  to  be  paid  for  any  insurance  effected  or 
agreed  to  be  effected,  or  promised  by  him,  as  such  agentt 
or  otherwise,  against  loss  or  injury  by  fire,  in  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York, 

^  2.  No  person  shall,  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York, .  ^^SZ 
as  agent  or  otherwise,  for  any  individual,  individuals,  or  JfJ^»j£^ 
association,  effect,  or  agree  to  eflfect,  any  insurance,  upon  ^ 
which  the  duty  above  mentioned  is  required  to  be  paid,  or 
as  agent  or  otherwise,  procure  such  insurance  to  be  effect- 
ed, until  he  shall  have  executed  and  delivered  to  the  said 
Treasurer,  a  bond  to  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  in  the  penal  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  with 
such  sureties  as  the  said  Treasurer  shall  approve,  with  a 
condition  that  he  will  annually  render  to  the  said  Treasurer, 
on  the  first  day  of  February,  in  each  year,  a  just  and  true 
account,  verified  by  his  oath,  that  the  same  is  just  and  true, 
of  all  premiums  which,  during  ihe  year  ending  on  the  first  ^ 
day  of  September  preceding  such  report,  shall  have  been 
received  by  him,  or  by  any  other  person  for  him,  or  agreed 
to  be  paid  for  any  insurance  against  loss  or  injury  by  fire, 
in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  which  shall  have  been 
effected,  or  promised  by  him  to  be  effected,  from  any  indi- 
vidual, or  individuals,  or  association,  not  incorporated  by 
the  laws  of  this  State,  as  aforesaid ;  and  he  will  annually, 
on  the  first  day  of  February  in  each  year,  pay  to  the  said 
treasurer  two  dollars  upon  every  hundred,  and  at  that  rate 
upon  the  amount  of  any  premiums. 

^3.    Every  person  who  shall  effect,  agree  to  effect,    PttMityibr 
promise,  or  procure  any  inshrance  specified  in  the  pre-ingbo^^ 
ceding  aections  of  this  act,  without  having  executed  and 
delivered  the  bond  required  by  the  preeedii^  section,  shall, 
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for  each  offensey  forfeit  one  thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of 
the  said  Fire  Department ;  such  penalty  of  one  thousand 
dollars  shall  be  collected  in  the  name  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  New  York. 

A««it«  to  §  4.  Every  person  who,  at  any  time  hereafter,  as  agent 
Sf^^'bMtaS  ^^  otherwise,  for  any  individual,  or  individuals,  or  associa- 
iSrk!^  ^*^  *^^^»  ^*y>  ^  *^®  ^^*y  *^^  county  of  New  York,  effect,  or 
agree  to  effect,  any  insurance  specified  in  the  preceding 
sections  of  this  act,*  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  February,  in 
each  year,  or  within  ten  days  thereafter,  and  as  oft;en  in 
each  year  as  he  shall  alter  or  change  his  place  of  doing 
business  in  the  said  city,  report  in  writing,  under  his 
proper  signature,  to  the  Comptroller  of  this  State,  and 
also  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  the  street  and  number  thereof,  in  the  said  city, 
of  his  place  of  doing  business  as  such  agent  or  otherwise, 
designating  in  such  report  the  individual  or  individuals,  and 
association  or  associations  for  which  he  may  be  such  agent 
or  otherwise.  And  in  case  of  default  in  any  of  these  par- 
ticulars, such  person  shall  forfeit,  for  every  offense,  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  recovered  and  collected  in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  this  State,  for  the  use  of  the  Fire 
Department  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Sections  1,      ^  5.  Scctious  oue,  two,  and  three  of  this  act  shall  apply 

SandStoap-  .  **    "^ 

ply  to  ©very  to  cvcry  city  or  incorporated  village  in  this  State,  where  a 
'••^  treasurer  of  a  Fire  Department  exists,  and  where  no  officer 

is  known  by  the  laws  of  such  city  or  village,  the  treasurer 
of  such  city  or  incorporated  village  shall  exercise  all  the 
powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  for  the  purposes  of  this 
act,  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  city  or  village  of  which 
he  is  the  treasurer,  and  he  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the 
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Common  Council  of  the  city,  or  the  trusteefl  of  the  vittage, 
pay  over  all  moneys  received  or  recovered  under  the  first, 
second,  and  third  sections  of  this  act,  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  such  city  or  incorporated  village ;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  penalty  of  the  bond  required  by  the  second 
section  of  this  act  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  in  any  city  or  village  of  this  State,  excepting  the 
city  of  New  York. 

^  6.  All  the  provisions  of  sections  three,  four,  five,  six, 
seven,  of  title  twenty-one,  chapter  twenty,  of  the  first  part 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  as  amended  by  the  act  of  the  21st 
February,  1837,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  fire  insurance^  are 
hereby  repealed. 
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72d  SESSIOir  . 

CHAP.  187. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  Charter  of  the  City  qf  New  Tori. 

Passed  April  2d,  1849. 

TTie  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  y  do  enact  as  follows : 


Jivpvtaumi  ^  13.  There  shall  be  an  Executive  Department,  to  be 
MidSQppiiM.  denominated  the  Department  of  "Repairs  and  Supplies," 
which  shall  have  cognizance  of  all  repairs  and  supplies  of 
and  for  roads  and  avenues,  public  pavements,  repairs  to 
public  buildings,  to  fire-engines  and  apparatus  of  Fire 
Department,  and  the  chief  officer  thereof  shall  be  called 
the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies.  There  shall  be 
four  bureaux  or  branches  in  this  department,  and  the  chief 
officers  shall  be  respectively  denominated  the  "Superin- 
tendent of  Roads,"  "  Superintendent  of  Repairs  to  Public 
Buildings,"  "  Superintendent  of  Pavements,"  and  "  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department."        ♦         ♦         ♦ 
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TSdSESSIOH. 

CHAP.  196. 

AK  ACT  to  amend  *^An  act  far  the  mart  effectwd  preventum 
qfjires  in  the  city  <f  New  York^^^  anito  amend  the  acte  her^ 
trfare  pai$ei  far  thatpurpoee. 

Passed  April  4»  1849. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Fori,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Attembly^  do  enact  a$  follows: 

%  1.  Section  four  of  an  act  "  For  the  more  effectual  pre- 
vention of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,*'  and  to  amend 
the  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,  passed  March 
Ttiiiy  1849,  is  hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows : 

*'  Every  such  store  or  store-house,  being  more  than  thirty 
feet  in  width,  shall  be  erected  and  built  in  such  manner  how  to  ^ 

built. 

that  all  tiiie  floors  thereof,  throughout  their  whole  extent, 
shall  be  supported  by  and  rest  upon  one  or  more  additional 
partition  wall  or  walls,  built  of  brick  or  stone,  not  less  than 
eight  inches  thick,  or  upon  iron  girders,  sustained  by 
proper  and  sufficient  posts  or  pillars  of  iron,  brick,  or  stone, 
and  so  that  through  the  whole  extent  of  said  floors,  and 
each  of  them,  the  wiQls  of  such  store  or  store-house  (ex- 
cept the  front  and  rear  walls),  and  such  intermediate  sup- 
port or  supports  of  brick,  stone,  or  iron,  shall  not  be  distant 
from  each  other  more  than  thirty  feet,  and  all  such  parti- 
tion walls,  which  shall  exceed  thirty-five  feet  in  height. 
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from  the  level  of  the  sidewalk  to  the  peak  or  highest  part 
thereof,  shall  not  be  less  than  twelve  inches  thick ;  provided, 
however,  that  in  case  said  floors,  or  anj  of  them,  shall, 
throughout  their  whole  extent,  be  supported  upon  iron 
beams  or  girders  of  proper  size  and  strength,  resting  upon 
the  lateral  walls  of  such  store  or  store-house,  and  distant 
from  each  other  not  more  than  fifteen  feet,  then  such  store 
or  store-house  may  be  so  built  and  erected  as  that  in  the 
story  or  stories  beneath  each  floor  so  supported,  the  lateral 
walls  may  be  distant  from  each  other,  or  from  any  partition 
wall  of  brick  or  stone,  or  any  intermediate  support  of  iron 
as  herein  before  required,  a  distance  of  more  than  thirty, 
but  not  more  than  forty  feet.*' 

^  2.  Section  ten  of  said  act  is  hereby  amended,  and  shall 
read  as  follows : 

■ad  llSSf  "  ^^^  planking  or  sheathing  of  a  roof  of  every  such 
ingoTrooto.  j^elliug,  storo,  storo-house,  or  other  building  so  to  be 
erected  or  built  as  aforesaid,  shall  in  no  case  be  extended 
across  the  party,  side,  or  ends  walls  thereof;  and  every 
such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building, 
and  the  top  and  side  of  dormer-windows  thereon,  shall  be 
roofed  and  covered  with  slate,  tin,  iron,  copper,  zinc,  or 
other  fire-proof  material  or  composition,  to  be  approved 
of  by  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the 
City  and  County  of  New  York,  and  be  equally  capable  of 
withstanding  the  influence  of  fire." 

^  3.  Section  fourteen  of  said  act  is  hereby  amended,  and 
shall  read  as  follows : 

bric/'TSjSi  "  ^  *°y  brick  firont,  frame  dwelling-house,  or  wooden 
touaa.'^w  dwelling-house,  already  erected  within  the  fire  limits,  as 
''**^"'         the  same  are  extended  by  this  act,  or  may  hereafter  be  eir 
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tended,  shall  require  new  roofing,  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  proprieter  or  proprietors  thereof  to  raise  the  same, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  flat  roof  thereon ;  provided 
that  such  new  roofing  shall  be  made  of  copper,  slate,  tin, 
zinc,  or  iron,  or  other  fire-proof  material  or  composition; 
the  same  to  be  approved  by  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire 
Department  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  and  be 
equally  capable  of  withstanding  the  influence  of  fire ;  and 
also,  provided  that  such  dwelling-house,  when  so  raised, 
shall  not  exceed  thirty-five  feet  in  height,  firom  the  level  of 
the  sidewalk  to  the  peak  or  highest  part  thereof 


Digitized  by 


Google 


104  STATS  LAWS. 


73d  SESSION. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  of  Jires  in  the  city  of  New  York^  and 
to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose^^^ 
passed  March  Ith^  1849. 

Passed  March  29th,  1850,  "thre^-fifths  being  present." 

The   People   of  the   State   of  New  Tork^   represented   in 
Senate  and  Assembly  ^  do  enact  as  foUows: 

Amrading      ^  1.  Section  twenty-eiffht  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act 

sootion  28  of  '  J        Q 

^^^  ISirST?,  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New 
1849.  York,  and  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  pur- 

pose," passed  March  7,  1849,  is  hereby  amended,  and  shall 
read  as  follows: 

The  duties  and  powers  that  were  by  law  conferred  upon 
the  Fire  Wardens  in  the  city  of  New  York,  prior  to  the 
passage  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  establishment 
of  the  Police  of  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed  May  7th, 
1844,  as  well  as  the  duties  and  powers  of  Fire  Wardens, 
conferred  upon  the  police  by  the  said  act,  and  by  the  act 
to  amend  the  same,  passed  May  13, 184G,  are  hereby  con- 
ferred and  imposed  upon  the  officers  to  be  appointed,  as 
FireWMd-  hereinafter  in  this  section  mentioned,  who  shall  be  known 
Z'"'  and  designated  by  the  name  of  Fire  Wardens  of  the  City 

of  New  York. 

Numbw.  That  such  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  twelve  in  number,  and 
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shall  be  selected  from  firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
exempted  by  law  from  duty,  at  the  time  of  such  selection, 
whether  then  in  active  duty  or  not,  and  shall  be  appointed  ^  ^^^^ 
by  the  Common  Council,  upon  the  nomination  of  the  Re-^'J^"i^ 
presentatives  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  JJJJJSStaf  ^ 
York,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by  them  for  that  {ISLSt.'^ 
purpose. 


That  the  said  Fire  Wardens  shall,  within  ten  days  after   Firewwd- 

'  •^  ens     to     be 

their  appointment,  be  classified  into  three  classes  (four  in  «jj«*fl«', 
each  class),  by  lot,  to  be  drawn  by  the  President  of  the 
said  Fire  Department,  or  in  case  of  his  absence,  by  the 
Vice-President,  or  by  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  said  Fire 
Department,  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  notified  to  said  Fire 
Wardens ;  and  a  certificate  of  such  drawing  and  classifica- 
tion shall  be  signed  by  such  President,  Vice-President,  or 
Trustee,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  City  and 
County  of  New  York.  The  classes  shall  be  respectively 
numbered  one,  two,  and  three,  according  to  the  term  of 
service  of  each.  Class  one  shall  serve  one  year;  class  two 
shall  serve  two  years ;  class  three  shall  serve  three  years, 
and  until  their  successors  in  o£Sce  shall  be  appointed.  The 
first  nomination  and  appointment  of  twelve  Fire  Wardens 
shall  be  made  as  soon  after  the  passage  of  this  act  as  prac- 
ticable, and  thereafter  the  nomination  and  appointment  in 
place  of  those  whose  term  of  office  shall  expire,  shall  be 
made  annually,  on  or  about  the  second  Tuesday  of  April, 
in  each  succeeding  year ;  the  term  of  office  of  said  Fire 
Wardens,  who  shall  be  first  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
end  as  follows :  class  one  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April, 
1851 ;  class  two,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April,  1852  ; 
and  class  three,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April,  1853,  and 
until  their  successors  in  office  shall  be  appointed  as  afore- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


106  STATE  LAW8» 

Vi^ciei,  said.  All  vacancies  happening  during  any  term  or  terms 
of  office,  shall  be  filled,  as  often  as  they  shall  occur,  by  a 
like  nomination  and  appointment. 

^2.  Section  twenty-nine  of  the  said  act  hereby  amended, 
is  hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows  : 

w^^^^  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  re- 
spectively, to  inquire  and  examine  into  any  and  every  vio- 
lation of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  acts  heretofore  passed 
for  the  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  of 
the  several  acts  amending  or  modifying  the  same,  or  in  ad- 
dition thereto,  or  extending  the  fire  limits  in  said  city,  uid 
of  this  act ;  and  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire 
Wardens  respectively,  to  give,  or  cause  to  be  given,  a  no- 
tice, in  writing,  signed  by  at  least  one  of  them,  to  the 
owner  and  builder  respectively,  of  any  such  dwelling-house, 
store,  store-house,  building,  ash-hole,  ash-house,  wooden 
shed,  wooden  building,  or  frame  building  in  said  dty, 
which  shall,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  erected,  built, 
raised,  altered,  enlarged,  built  upon,  or  removed  from  one 
lot  to  another ;  or  which  shall,  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
be  in  the  course  of  erection,  building,  raising,  altering,  en- 
larging, or  being  built  upon,  or  being  removed  from  one 
lot  to  another,  in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
acts,  or  of  any  of  them,  mentioned  or  referred  to  in  this  sec- 
tion,  or  of  this  act,  requiring  such  cause  of  violation  to  be 
removed  within  ten  days  afler  service  of  such  notice ;  such 
service  shall  be  made  by  leaving  such  notice  with  any  per^ 
son  of  suitable  age,  at  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store- 
house, building,  ash-house,  ash-hole,  wooden  shed,  wooden 
building,  or  frame  building,  or  by  posting  the  same  in  a 
conspicuous  place  on  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house. 
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bnildingy  ash-hole,  ash-house,  wooden  shed,  wooden  build* 
ing,  or  frame  building. 

'  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  re- 
spectively, to  report  to  the  said  Chief  Engineer  the  locar 
tion  of  and  particular  circumstances  attending  any  building 
constructed,  dr  in  the  course  of  construction,  deemed  un- 
safe ;  and  also  to  report,  as  aforesaid,  all  cases  where  goods 
shall  be  improperly  stored  in  any  building,  so  as  to  hazard 
the  lives  of  firemen,  or  where  such  goods  shall  be  too 
heavily  laden  in  a  building,  or  where  any  building  shall 
from  any  cause  have  become  unsafe. 

It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  Fire  Wardens,  respec- 
tively, to  attend  all  fires  in  the  fire  districts  respectively  to 
which  they  may  be  allotted,  and  to  report  themselves  to 
the  engineer  in  command,  and  to  wear  at  such  fires  the 
usual  fire-cap,  with  the  words  **  Fire  Warden,"  and  the 
number  of  such  district,  conspicuously  painted  thereon,  in 
white,  on  a  black  ground. 

That  the  said  Fire  Wardens  shall  report  all  their  pro-    to  nvon 

^  -^  to  the  CcMD- 

ceedings,  and  such  facts  and  information  as  they,  shall  ac-  j^  ^^- 
quire  in  respect  to  the  subject-matter  of  their  duties,  to  *y- 
the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  to  the 
said  representatives,  annually,  on  or  before  the   second 
Tuesday  of  April,  and  oftener,  if  required  so  to  do. 


Oflloe  open 


That  the  said  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  provided  by  the 
Common  Council  of  said  city  with  an  office,  and  with 
necessary  fuel  and  stationery  for  the  same,  which  office 
shall  be  kept  open  daily  (Sundays  and  holidays  excepted) . 
from  8  o'clock,  A.M.,  until  five  o'clock,  P.M.    That  said  „  ««*  «» 

'  '  '  Fire     Wiird- 

Common  Council  shall,  upon  the  nomination  of  a  majority  "*- 
of  said  Fire  Wardens,  appoint  a  suitable  person  as  clerk  to 
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said  Fire  Wardens,  at  a  salary  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  subject  to  removal  at  any  time  by  the 
Common  Council,  upon  the  request  of  a  majority  of  tilie- 
J^ire  Wardens,  for  incapacity  or  neglect  of  duty  prescribed 
to  him  by  said  Fire  Wardens ;  and  upon  any  such  removal, 
another  clerk  shall,  upon  like  nomination,  be  appointed  as 
aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  clerk  to 
attend  at  such  oiBce  during  said  office  hours. 

BemoraL  The  Commou  Council,  at  the  request  of  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  representatives  of  said  Fire  De- 
partment, may  remove  any  of  said  Fire  Wardens  fipom 
office,  for  incapacity  or  neglect  of  duty. 

^  3.  Section  thirty-two  of  said  act,  hereby  amoided,  is 
hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows : 

Fire  Ward-  The  Said  Fire  Wardens  shall  have  power  to  make  such 
by-laws  for  their  own  government  as  shall  not  be  contrary 
to  law,  or  to  the  ordinances  of  the  Corporation  of  the  said 
city,  and  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  said  representatives. 

§  4.  The  thirty-third  section  of  said  act,  hereby  amended, 
is  hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows : 

omipoTiia.      The  compensation  of  said  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  fixed 
Warded,      by  the  Common  Council  of  said  city  of  New  York,  at  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  to  each 
Fire  Warden ;  and  shall,  as  well  as  the  salary  of  said  clerk, 
and  the  rent  of  said  office,  and  the  expense  of  fuel  and  sta- 
tionery, be  paid  by  the  Comptroller  of  said  city,  by  war- 
rants, quarterly ;  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  City 
and  County  of  New  York  shall  have  power  to  raise,  by  tax, 
a  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  same. 
Anisumt     The  powers  and  duties  of  Assistant  Engineers,  as  pro- 
porformduty  yidcd  for  iu  the  said  act  hereby  amended,  shall  continue. 
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any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary,  nntil  the  first  JJJJ,^^ 
appointment  of  twelve  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  made,  as^'**"**** 
hereinbefore  provided,  and  no  longer,  and  the  salaries  of 
sach  engineers  shall  be  paid  up  to  that  time. 

^  5.  The  notice  mentioned  in  the  twenty-fourth  section  ^^ga^^*^ 
of  the  said  act  hereby  amended,  may  be  signed  by  any  of  2^   ^•^" 
the  said  Wardens,  with  the  same  force,  validity,  and  effect, 
as  if  the  same  were  signed  by  any  of  the  trustees  of  tiiie 
said  Fire  Department,  as  provided  for  in  said  last-men- 
tioned section. 

§  6.  Notbing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  repeal  the  act  passed  March  25,  1850,. entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  Alexander  T.  Stewart  to  continue  and 
complete  his  present  store  in  Broadway,  in  the  city  of  New 
York." 

^  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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74th  SESSION. 
CHAP.  62. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *^An  a^  to  extend  the  charter 
of  the  firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York^^*  passed  April  16, 
1831. 

Passed  March  26,  1851. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  enact  asfoUotos : 

AbL  of 

^      i;.     4  1.  Section  two  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  extend 

1881,  Amend-         ' 

^  the  charter  of  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed  April  16, 

1831,  is  hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows  : 

Fire  Depart-     Thc  Said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase,  hold. 


and  convey  any  estate,  real  and  personal,  for  the  use  and 
objects  for  which  the  said  corporation  was  instituted  ;  but 

toM^°***8uch  real  or  personal  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 

•100^.     ^^^  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
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74thSESSiaN; 
CHAP.  66. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  an  act  entitled^  **An  act  to  amend  an  'act 
far  the  more  effectual  prevention  qfjires  in  the  city  of  New 
Yorkf  and  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  pur" 
posc^^  passed  AprU  4, 1849  ;  and  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
^^An  act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city 
of  New  York^  and  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  paued  for  that 
pwrposej^ poMcd  March  7,  1849. 

Passed  March  28,  1851. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorkt  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly^  do  enact  as  follows: 

%  1.  The  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  amend  an  act  for  the 
more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New 
Yorky  and  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that 
purpose/'  passed  April  4,  1849,  is  hereby  repealed. 

%  2.  Section  four  of  '*  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
vention of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  to  amend 
the  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  passed  March 
7, 1849,  is  hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows : 

Every  such  store,  or  store-house,  being  more  than  thirty 
feet  in  width,  shall  be  erected  and  built  in  such  manner 
that  all  the  floors  thereof,  throughout  their  whole  extent, 
shall  be  supported  by,  and  rest  upon  one  more  additional 
partition  wall  or  walls,  built  of  brick  or  stone,  not  less 


Mode  or 
erocting 
stores. 
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than  eight  inches  thick,  or  upon  girders,  sustained  by  proper 
and  sufficient  posts  or  pillars,  of  iron,  brick,  or  stone,  and 
so  that  through  the  whole  extent  of  said  floors,  and 
each  of  them,  the  walls  of  such  store  or  store-house  (ex- 
cept the  front  and  rear  walls),  and  such  intermediate  sup- 
port or  supports  of  brick,  stone,  or  iron,  shall  not  be  dis- 
tant from  each  other  more  than  thirty  feet,  and  all  such 
partition  walls  which  exceed  thirty-five  feet  in  height,  from 
the  level  of  the  sidewalk  to  the  peak  or  highest  part  there- 
of, shall  not  be  less  than  twelve  inches  thick ;  provided, 
however,  that  in  case  said  floors,  or  any  of  them,  shall 
throughout  their  whole  extent,  be  supported  upon  iron 
beams  or  girders,  of  proper  size  and  strength,  resting  upon 
the  lateral  walls  of  such  store  or  store-house,  and  distant 
from  each  other  not  more  than  fifteen  feet,  then  such  store 
or  store-house  may  be  so  built  and  erected  as  that  in  the  story 
or  stories  beneath  such  floor  so  supported,  the  lateral  walls 
may  be  distant  from  each  other,  or  from  any  partition  wall 
of  brick  or  stone,  or  any  intermediate  support  of  brick, 
stone,  or  iron,  as  hereinbefore  required,  a  distance  of  more 
than  thirty,  but  not  more  than  forty  feet. 

^  3,  Section  twenty-four  of  the  said  last-mentioned  act 
is  hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows : 

Pen^tiee.  The  owucr  or  owners  of  any  dwelling-house,  store,  store- 
house, or  other  building,  or  of  any  frame  building,  with  or 
without  a  brick  front,  or  of  any  wooden  building,  or  of 
any  ash-house,  ash-hole,  or  wooden  shed,  whether  he  or  they 
be  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  land  in  fee,  or  be  the  lessee  or 
lessees  thereof,  or  has  or  have  a  qualified  or  contingent  in- 
terest therein,  by  virtue  of  some  agreement  or  contract  in 
writing,  or  in  any  other  manner,  who  shall  violate  any 
provision  of  this  act,  and  every  builder,  oarpeiiiter,  mason. 
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roofer,  or  other  person  who  may  be  employed  or  asaiflt 
therein,  shall,  for  every  siich  violation,  respectively  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  such  owner 
or  owners  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  in  addition  thereto,  the  sum 
of  fifty  dollars  for  every  tw^ity-four  hours  such  violation 
shall  remain  after  notice  to  remove  the  same  shall  have  been 
given ;  such  notice  may  be  signed  by  any  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Fire  Wardens  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New 
Tork.  Such  notice  may  be  given  by  leaving  the  same  at  the 
residence  or  place  of  business  of  such  owner  or  owners, 
or  builder  or  carpenter,  or  by  serving  the  same  personally, 
or  by  serving  the  same  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the 
twwity-ninth  section  of  this  act,  and  such  additional  pen- 
alty shall  be  computed  and  recovered  up  to  the  time  of  the 
trial  of  any  suit  for  the  recovery  thereof,  and  in  case  such 
violation  shall  continue  aft^r  the  trial  of  such  suit, 
such  continuing,  additional  penalty,  computing  firom 
the  time  of  such  trial,  may  be  recovered  in  any  other  suit 
or  suits  to  )>e  brought  by  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City 
of  New  York  for  that  purpose. 

$  4»  Sections  ten  and  fourteen  of  the  said  last-mentioned 
act  are  hereby  revived. 

^  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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74tt  flSBBSIOH. 

CHAP.  548. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  m  aa  entided  an  ''An  act  to  amend  tke 
Charter  of  the  cky  of  Nem  YinrJc,*'  paued  April  2,  1849. 

Passed  July  11, 1851. 

The  People  of  the  Stau  of  New  York^  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  enact  as/oUows: 

^  2.  Section  twenty  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows: 

The  heads  of  Depwrtments,  except  the  Croton  Aquediu^ 
Board,  shall  be  elected  every  three  years,  by  the  people. 
In  case  of  vacancy  of  any  of  said  heads  of  Departaients,by 
removal  from  office  or  otherwise,  the  Mayor,  by  and  witii 
the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  shall  appoint  a  per- 
son to  fill  the  same,  until  the  vacancy  ^hall  be  filled  by  the 
electors  at  the  next  charter  election.    The  heads  of  Depart- 
ments shall  nomin^,  and  by  and  with  the  consent  oi  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  appoint  the  heads  of  bureaux  in  their 
several  departments,  except  the  Chamberlain  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  the  Receiver  of  Taxes,  and  the  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Fire  Department ;  but  in  case  the  Mayor  shall  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  nominate  the  chief  officer  of  a  bureau  in 
the  Police  Department,  designated  as  the  Chief  of  Police, 
for  five  days  afler  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  the 
Common  Council,  to  be  holden  in  August,  1851,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  appoint  such  officer 
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forthwith.    And  in  case  the  Mayor  shall  make  such  nomi- 

imtion,  and  it  shall  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

the  Board  of  Aldermen  shall  have  power  at  any  regolar 

session  of  the  Common  Council  to  appoint  such  officer ; 

provided  that  five  days  of  any  such  session  shall  elapse 

without  another  nomination  being  made  by  the  Mayor,  and 

that  no  appointment  of  such  officer  shall  have  been  made 

as  heretofore  provided.    The  heads  of  departments  shall 

nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of 

Aldermen,  appoint  the  clerks  in  their  respective  offices. 

The  heads  of  bureaux  shall  nominate,  and  with  the  consent 

of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  appoint  all  clerks  in  their 

iBspectiye  bureaux.    The  Mayor  shall  nominate,  and  by 

and  with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Aldsrmen,  appoilittiie . 

Chamberlain  of  the  City  of  New  Tork,the  chief  officers  of 

the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  and  the  Receiver  of 

Taxes.     The  Chief  of  Fire  Department  shall  be  elected  in 

the  same  manner  as  is  now  or  may  hereafter  be  prescribed 

by  law. .  The  number  of  officers  and  clerks  in  the  several 

departments  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Common  Council ; 

the  term  of  all  charter  offices  not  prescribed  by  the  law  of 

the  State,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Common  CounciL 
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TOth  SBSSIOV. 

OHAP.  812. 

AN  ACT  toprcmdefcr  a  speedy  iiwestigaiUm  into  the  origin 
ofjiree  in  the  city  of  New  Torlu 

Passed  April  16,  1852. 

The  Peapk  of  the  Suoe  of  New  York,  repreeetOed  m  SataU 
and  AnemUyf  do  enact  ae  foBUnm : 

powers  of        ^  ^'    '^^  ^^^®^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  *^®  ^*y  ^^  ^®^  ^^*  **  *^®^ 

(%ier  or  po.  iiy  authorized  and  required  to  make  an  investigation  into 
the  origin  of  every  fire  occurring  in  said  city,  and  for  that 
purpose  he  is  hereby  invested  with  the  same  powers  and 
jurisdiction  as  are  now  possessed  by  the  Police  Justices  of 
said  city. 

^  2.  This  act  shall  take  eflfoct  immediately. 
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7eih  88881(01. 

CHAP.  228. 

AN  ACT  tn  rdoHon  to  the  Police  Department  of  the  City  and 
CounUt/rf  New  York. 

Passed  April  13,  1863. 

ThePeopk  of  the  State  of  New  Yorkj  rq^etented  in  Senate 
ondAuenMyf  do  enact  as  follows : 

ARTICLE  I. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

$  11.  'At  any  alarm  of  fire,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  cap-  ^^^  ^j^ 
tains  of  police,  nearest  the  scene  of  conflagration  forthwith 
to  proceed  to  the  same,  with  the  reserve  corps  of  their 
command,  to  be  diligent  in  preserving  order  and  protecting 
property.  In  case  of  riot,  or  any  sudden  emergency  requir- 
ing the  service  of  the  police,  the  captains  of  police  shall 
forthwith  proceed  to  the  scene  of  riot,  with  the  whole  police 
force  off  duty,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  be  vigilant  in  sup- 
pressing the  same. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

ARTICLE  n. 

§  3.  He  (the  Chief  of  Police)  shall  repair  to  the  scene     ^  ,.^p^ 
of  fire,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  police  force  use  every  ^  *"^ 
exertion  to  save  and  protect  property,  and  remove  or  cause 
to  be  removed,  all  idle  and  suspicious  persons  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  fire. 

•  ••••• 

ARTICLE  IV. 
^  6.  No  person  connected  with  the  Police  Department    Exemptkm 
shall  be  liable  to  military,  fire,  or  jury  duty.  tuj,    'Sre, 
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TMhSEBSKDI. 

CHAP.  M2. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entithd^  **An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled^  An  a^far  the  mere  ^ectuai  prevention  of  fires  vn  the 
city  of  New  Torkf  and  to  amend  the  acts  tieretqfore  passed  for 
that  purpose^**  passed  March  7,  1849  ;  passed  March  29, 
1860. 

Passed  July  18, 1863,  "three-fifths  being  present." 

The  People  (f  the  State  of  New  Torkf  repfese/Ued  in  Senate 
amd  Assembly  t  do  enact  as  foUoufs : 

Act  of     ^1.  Section  fourth  of  the  act  entitled,  "An  act  to  amend 

March       29, 

i85o,un6iid  an  act  entitled.  An  act  for  the  more  efiectual  preyention  of 
fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  to  amend  the  acts  here- 
tofore passed  for  that  purpose,"  passed  March  7,  184§ ; 
passed  March  29,  1860,  is  hereby  amended,  and  shall  read 
as  follows: 

oompeom-  The  Compensation  of  said  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  fixed  by 
Warden*,  the  Commou  Couucil  of  said  city  of  New  York,  at  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  each  Fire 
Warden,  and  shall,  as  well  as  the  salary  of  said  clerk,  and 
the  rent  of  said  office,  and  the  expense  of  fuel  and  station- 
How  piud.  ery,  be  paid  by  the  Comptroller  of  said  city,  by  warrants, 
quarterly ;  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  City  and 
County  of  New  York  shall  have  power  to  raise,  by  tax,  a 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  same. 

^  2.  This  act  sh^l  take  effect  immediately. 
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77fli  BBSBIOE. 
CHAP.  166. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Fire  Department  oftht 
ckif  of  New  York. 

Passed  April  5, 1854. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Torkf  refretented  tn  Senate 
and  AMenMyj  do  enact  as  foUows  : 

§  1.  No  person,  nor  his  fiunily,  shall  be  entitled  to  re-  ^oj«^ 
lief  from  the  funds  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  JJ[JJ  ^^ 
New  York,  who  shall  belong  to  a  Fire  Department  whose  wffSS°re- 
members  shall  receive,  or  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  pay  t^m  oor^ 
for  their  services  as  firemen,  from  the  Corporation  of  the  dml 
City  of  New  York,  or  otherwise ;  provided,  however,  that 
this  act  shall  not  be  held  to  deprive  any  person  of  the 
right  to  such  relief  who  now  is,  or  shall  hereafter  be  en- 
titled thereto,  by  virtue  of  services  rendered  in  the  presoit 
or  any  other  unpaid  Fire  Department 
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TMhSESSIOH. 

AN  ACT  for  the  better  regtdazian  of  the  Firemen  in  the  aty 
of  New  York. 

Passed  March  29,  1855. 

The  People  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  AfsemMiff  do  enact  as  fcUom : 

commii  ^  1.  There  shall  be  elected  by  the  representatives  of 
the  New  York  Fire  Department,  five  Commissioners,  at 
the  time  and  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  to  be 
denominated,  "  The  Commissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire 
Department." 

Bectioa.  %  2-  Thc  said  Commissioners  shall  be  elected  on  the 

second  Tuesday  in  May,  at  such  place  and  hour  as  the 
said  representatives  shall  designate ;  and  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  shall  be  requisite  to  a  choice. 

„.  .  ,  ^3.  The  first  election  for  Commissioners,  under  tUfl 
{■''rm  of  *Sr  ^*»  ^^^^^  **^^®  place  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  next ; 
and  within  ten  days  after  such  election  the  persons  so 
elected  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  President  of  the  New 
York  Fire  Department,  draw  for  the  term  of  their  respect- 
ive offices,  say,  one  for  the  term  of  five  years ;  one  for  the 
term  of  four  years ;  one  for  the  term  of  three  years ;  one 
for  the  term  of  two  years ;  and  one  for  the  term  of  one 
year ;  and,  annually  thereafter,  there  shall  be  elected  one 
Commissioner,  to  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  five  years. 


flco. 
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^  4.  In  caae  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  eiilier  or  all  of  ▼mhwim. 
the  said  CommieMdoDers,  either  by  death,  removalf  m  reng* 
nation,  the  said  representatives  diall  proceed,  within  thirty 
days  thereafter,  to  fill  said  vacancy  or  vacancies ;  and  the 
person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  hold  their  office  only  for 
the  balance  of  the  unexpired  term. 

^  5.  In  case  of  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  either  or  all  ot^vS^^^^ 
the  said  CommissionerB  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  them  by  this  act,  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  York  shall  have  power  to  remove  said  Com- 
missioner or  Commissioners;  such  removal  to  take  place 
upon  the  petition  of  the  said  representatives  therefor. 

^  6.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  such  Commissioner,  B^nmuj 
unless  he  shall  be,  at  the  time  of  such  election,  an  exempt 
fireman,  and  shall  have  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  New 
Tork  Fire  Department,  for  at  least  three  years  prior  to  said 
election. 

^  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  and  Secretary  NuiMsor 
of  the  New  York  Fire  Department,  to  certify  to  the  Com- STtobfw- 
mon  Council  the  names  of  the  persons  so  elected  Commia-  moa  gooogu. 
sioners. 

^  8.  The  said  Commissioners  shall  nominate,  and  the  ^^^^ 
Common  Council  shall  appoint,  a  clerk,  at  a  salary  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  a  year ;  and  the  Commia- 
noners  and  clerk  shall  take  an  oath  to  well  and  faithfully 
perform  their  office. 

^  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commission^n  to 
inquire  into  all  applications  for  the  organization  of  volun- 
teer fire  companies ;  and  the  result  of  such  inquiry,  whether 
m  favor  of  or  against  said  application,  shall  be  certified  by 
them,  through  the  Chief  Engineer,  to  the  Common  Council, 
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te  Miifiimfttton.  No  yolunieer  fire  companies  diall  be 
oi{gam2ed»  unless  approyed  b j  said  Comnussioiieni  savv  as 
provided  for  hsreafter  in  section  twelve. 

Apgtoorts  ^  10.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Fire  Department,  to  present  to  said  Commissioners  the 
names  of  all  persons  applying  to  be  volunteer  firemen,  and 
of  all  persons  expelled  or  resigned  from  the  Department ; 
and,  on  the  same  being  duly  investigated  and  determined 
by  them,  they  shall  certify  the  result  of  action  to  the  Chief 
Engineer,  who  shall  thereupon  return  the  same  to  Hbe 
Common  Council  for  their  approval. 

junsdictkm  ^  11.  The  said  Commissioners  shall  have  cognizance  of 
sKnen.  all  complaluts  against  volunteer  firemen,  for  riotous  or 
disorderly  conduct  at  fires,  or  alarms  of  fire ;  or  for  violar 
tion  of  any  of  the  State  or  city  laws  respecting  the  firemen 
of  the  city  of  New  York;  they  shall  diligently  inquire  into 
the  same,  and  if  the  parties  so  charged  shall  be  proved 
guilty,  the  said  Commissioners  are  hereby  empowered  to 
suspend  or  remove  such  fir^nen,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Common  CounciL 

mJt*"^  ^  ^^*  Should  any  disagreement  arise  between  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  the  said  Commissioners,  in  regard  to  any 
decision  of  the  latter,  under  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh 
sections  of  this  act,  the  same  shall  be  referred  back  to  the 
Commissioners  for  reconsideration;  and  should  the  said 
Commissioners  refuse  to  recede  therefrom,  or  reconsidertbe 
samis,  then  their  action  shall  be  final ;  unless  the  Common 
Council,  by  a  vote  of  three  fourths  of  all  the  member* 
elected  to  each  board,  shall,  within  thirty  days  after  said 
adaoa  shall  have  been  certified  to  them,  overrule  such  de- 
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^  la.  The  Mid  Commamsaen  may  mako  such  ndeB  and  ^^^ 
mgulatmt  m  nay  be  neeeasary  i^r  the  perfinrmaafie  of 
their  duties,  not  incouBiflteiit  with  the  laws  of  the  dty  or 
State  of  New  York,  or  of  the  United  States. 

^  14.  The  Chairman  of  said  CommiaBonen  may  admiii- 
ister  oatha  and  affirmatiiHis  to  witnesses  appearing  befoie 
tbam*  snd  may  lequiie  such  witnesses  to  testify  in  respect 
to  any  matters  pending  before  the  CommissioiiefB ;  and 
should  such  witness  or  witnesses,  after  being  duly  notified, 
refuse  to  attend,  the  Oommissioners  may  apply  to  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and,  upon  proper  proof 
beiog  made  of  the  service  of  notice,  the  said  justice  shall 
iflsue  an  attachment,  compelling  the  attendance  of  such 
witness  or  witnesses. 

^  15.  False  swearing  before  said  Commissioners  shall  be 
deemed  peijury,  and  pimishable  as  such. 

§  16.  The  Common  Council  shall,  in  addition  to  the  fire- 
cap  now  in  use,  design  a  badge,  one  of  which  shall  be  worn 
by  every  fireman  when  on  duty  as  such,  and  by  such  exempt 
firemen  as  the  Board  of  Conmussioners  may  give  permission 
to  in  writing;  and  they  shall  pass  such  ordinances  as  may 
be  requisite,  to  prevent  the  approach  of  persons  other  than 
firemen  or  policemen  to  the  vicinity  of  fires. 

^  17.  Any  person  who  shall  falsely  represent  any  of  the 
members  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
or  who  shall  maliciously,  with  intent  to  deceive,  use  or  imi- 
tate >iny  of  the  signs,  fire-caps,  badges,  signals,  or  devices, 
adopted  or  used  by  the  Fire  Department,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars,  or  more  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  less 
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thftD  ten  days,  or  more  than  three  months;  and  all  fines  80 
collected,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Trustees  of  tiie  New  ToA 
Fire  Department  Fund. 

▼oiimtaen.  ^  18.  The  term  "  Volunteer  Fireman,"  shall  be  under- 
stood as  applying  to  all  persons  who  now  are,  or  who  may 
hereafter  become  members  of  the  Fire  Depiurtment  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  as  at  present  organized,  under  the  l^vn 
of  the  State  and  of  said  city. 

2ep^^  ^19.  All  laws,  or  parts  of  laws,  now  existing,  the  pro- 

visions of  which  are  inconsistent  with  all  or  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

§  20.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
May  next. 
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TBthSBSnOH. 

CHAP.  14S. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^*Am  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled.  An  act  to  extend  the  charter  cf  the  firemen  (^  the 
city  of  New  Tork^^*  passed  April  sixteenth^  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and fi/hf-one. 

Passed  April  3,  1855. 

lie  People  of  the  State  cf  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembbff  do  enact  as  follows : 

^  1.  Section  one  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an      Aa^ta 
act  entitled.  An  act  to  extend  the  charter  of  ike  firemen  nlTDDput^ 
of  tiie  city  of  New  York,"  paaeed  April  sixteenth,  one^*""^ 
thonaaod  right  hundred  and   tiurty-one,  passed   March 
tweaty-fifth,  one  thousand  eis^t  hundred  and  fifty-one,  is 
hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows : 

The  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase,  hold,      v^nr  to 
and  conyey  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  for  the  use  and  reaiMute.  ' 
objects  for  which  the  said  corporation  was  instituted ;  but 
sudi  real  and  personal  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
one  himdred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

^  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1S6  arm  x^ws. 


79yi  BEBBIOH. 


AN  ACT  fiarther  to  amend  an  act  entided  **Jn  aa  to  amend 
an  act  for  the  more  effectmd  profeniion  €f  fim  in  the  ciiy  if 
New  Tarkj*'  passed  March  1th,  1849,  passed  March  29ti, 
1860. 

Passbd  February  19th,  1856,  **  three-fifths  being  preaeat" 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Fori,  represented  m  SenaU 
and  Assembly,  do  enact  osfMows: 

%  1.  The  fifth  subdivision  of  section  two  of  the  act  further 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  *^An  act  to  amend  an  act  for  the 
more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New 
York,"  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

That  llie  said  Firo  Waidens  shall  be  provided  by  the 
Common  Council  of  said  city  with  an  office,  and  with 
necessary  ftiel  and  stationery  for  the  same  ;  which  office 
shall  be  kept  open  daily  (Sundays  and  hofidays  excepted) 
fix>m  eight  o'clock  A.!!.,  until  five  o'dock  P.M.  That 
said  Common  Council  shall,  upon  the  nomination  of  a 
majority  of  said  Fire  Wardens,  appoint  a  suitable  person 
as  clerk  to  said  Fire  Wardens,  at  a  salary  not  exceeding 
eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  subject  to  removal  at 
any  time  by  the  Common  Council,  upon  the  request  of  a 
majority  of  the  Fire  Wardens,  for  incapacity  or  neglect  of 
duty  prescribed  by  said  Fire  Wardens ;  and  upon  any  such 
removal,  another  clerk  shall,  upon  like  nomination,  be 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
clerk  to  attend  at  such  office  during  said  office  hours. 

%  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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78th 

AN  ACT  to  ammd  an  act  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  letter  n^ 
lotion  of  the  Firemen  in  the  City  of  N€u>  Yefkf^  jfofutd 
Mairch  29,  1855. 

Passbd  March  10, 1866. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Torkf  represented  in  Senate 
and  AuenMyf  do  enact  as  follows: 

^1.  Section  eight,  of  the  act  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  firemen  in  the  city  of  New  York," 
is  hereby  amended,  to  read  at  follows : 

The  Commissioners  shall  nominate,  and  the  Common     aerk  h>- 
Council  shall  appoint  a  clerk,  at  a  salary  not  exceeding  MUary. 
eight  hundred  dollars  a  year ;  and  the  Commissionen  and 
clerk  shall  take  an  oath,  to  well  and  faithfiilly  perform 
the  duties  of  their  office. 

§2.  Section  twelve  of  said  act  is  hereby  amended,  to  read 
as  follows : 

Whenever  the  said  Commissioners  shall  have  certified  to  tmj  or 
the  Common  Council  any  decision  made  by  them  under  oomiou. 
the  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  sections  of  this  act,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Common  Council,  within  sixty  days 
thereafter,  either  to  confirm  such  decision,  or  refer  the  same 
back  to  the  Commissioners  for  revision ;  and  in  case  the 
Common  Council  shall  fail  either  to  confirm  or  refer  back 
such  decision  of  the  Commissioners,  within  sixty  days,  as 
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above  specified^  the  said  decision  of  the  Commissioners 
shall  be  deemed  final,  and  without  appeal ;  and  if  the  Com- 
mon Council  shall  refer  back  any  such  decision  to  the 
Commissioners,  and  the  Commissioners  shall  refuse  to  re- 
cede therefrom,  or  reconsider  the  same,  the  decision  of  said 
Commissioners  shall  be  fin^l,  imless  the  Con^mon  Council, 
.  within  thirty  days  afler  said  refusal  shall  have  been  certi- 
fied to  them,  shall,  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  the 
members  elected  to  each  Board,  overrule  such  decision. 

^3.  This  act  shall  take  efieet  immediately* 
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79th  SESSIOH. 

AN  ACT  to  promde  against  unsafe  buildings  in  the  city  of 
New  York. 

PA8SBD  April  14|  1866. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorkf  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  enact  as/oUows: 

§1.  All  dwdling-houses,  stores,  store-houses,  and  all,^""**^^ 
other  bufldings  hereafter  to  be  erected  or  built  in  the  city  ^  **"*"* 
of  New  York,  to  the  southward  of  a  line  drawn  one  hun- 
dred feet  north  of  Forty-second  street  in  said  city,  and 
extending  from  the  East  to  the  Hudson  river,  shall  have 
front  and  rear  walls,  and  side  walls  on  both  sides,  whether 
such  side  walls  be  outside  or  party  walls ;  and  all  outside 
and  party  walls  of  every  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store- 
house, or  other  building,  shall  be  constructed  of  stone, 
brick,  or  iron,  and  shall  be  started  and  built  upon  founda- 
tions of  stone  or  brick. 

^  2.  Every  such  store  or  store-house,  or  other  building  specuica- 
other  than  a  dwelling,  being  more  than  thirty  feet  in  width,  buuding. 
shall  be  erected  and  built  with  a  partition  wall,  or  with 
partition  walls,  of  stone  or  brick,  not  less  than  twelve 
inches  thick,  running  from  front  to  rear,  or  with  proper  and 
sufficient  girders,  not  less  than  ten  by  twelve  inched  square, 
numing  from  front  to  rear,  sustained  by  proper  and  sufficient 
poets  or  pillars  of  stone,  brick,  or  iron,  or  of  oak,  locust,  or 
yellow  pine,  so  that  the  side  and  partition  walls  of  such 
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store  or  store-house,  or  other  building  other  than  a  dwell- 
ing, and  such  intermediate  posts  or  pillars,  shall  not  be 
distant  from  each  other  more  than  thirty  feet ;  and  said 
posts  or  pillars  shall  be  placed  at  intervals,  from  front  to 
rear,  of  not  more  than  ten  feet,  and  if  made  of  oak,  locust, 
or  yellow  pine,  shall  not  be  less  than  seven  inches  in  diam- 
eter at  any  part  thereof;  provided,  however,  that  any  such 
store  or  store-house,  or  other  building  other  than  a  dwell- 
ing, may  be  erected  and  built  so  that  the  side  and  partition 
walls  thereof,  and  such  intermediate  posts  and  pillars  may 
be  distant  from  each  other  more  than  thirty  feet,  but  not 
more  than  forty  feet ;  if  said  store  or  store-house  be  through- 
out constructed  with  iron  beams,  or  girders,  of  proper  size 
and  strength,  resting  upon  the  said  walls,  and  distant  fix)m 
each  other  not  more  than  fifleen  feet. 

Walk,  ^3.  Every  partition  wall  in  any  such  dwelling-house, 
posts, '  and  store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  shall  be  started  and 
built  upon  a  foundation  of  stone  or  brick.  And  every  post 
and  pillar  which  shall  support  any  other  post  or  pillar,  or 
any  beam  or  girder,  shall  rest  upon  a  wall  of  stone  or  brick, 
of  not  less  than  twelve  inches  thick,  or  upon  a  proper  and 
sufficient  post  or  pillar  of  oak,  locust,  or  yellow  pine,  not 
less  than  seven  inches  in  diameter,  at  any  part  thereof. 
And  every  such  wall  which  shall  form  the  support  of  any 
post  or  pillar,  shall  be  started  and  built  upon  a  foundation 
of  stone  or  brick ;  and  the  post  or  pillar,  which  shall  be 
lowest  in  the  series,  shall  rest  upon  a  foundation  of  stone 
or  brick. 


llond  I 


§  4.  In  every^sui^hib^lling-house,  store,  store-house,  or 
other  building  every  cellu-,  pier,  column,  post,  and  pillar, 
built  of  rubble^  stotte^of  brick,  shall,  at  intervals  of  not 
more  than  three  feet,  have  built  into  it  a  stone  not  less 
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than  three  inches  thick,  and  of  a  diameter  each  way  equal 
to  the  diameter  of  the  pier,  column,  post,  or  pfllar. 


Temporary 


^  5.  Every  temporary  support  placed  under  any  wall, 
girder,  or  beam  during  the  erection,  finishing,  alteration, 
or  repairing  of  any  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house, 
or  other  building,  shall  be  equal  in  strength  to  the  permsr 
nent  supports  required  for  such  wall,  girder,  or  beam,  by 
this  act.  And  until  the  roof  is  on,  the  walls  of  every  such 
dwelling-house,  store,  or  store-house,  and  other  building, 
shall  be  strongly  braced  from  the  beams  of  each  story,  at 
intervals  of  not  more  than  ten  feet. 

§  6.  The  outside  walls  of  all  such  dwelling-houses,  bouSSS^iSi 
stores,  store-houses,  and  other  buildings,  shall  not  be  less  5^^°*^  "^ 
than  eight  inches  thick ;  and  all  such  outside  walls  as  shall 
exceed  thirty-five  feet  in  height  from  the  level  of  the  side- 
walk to  the  peak  or  highest  point  thereof,  and  all  party 
walls,  shall  be  not  less  than  twelve  inches  thick.  And  all 
walls,  whether  outside,  party,  or  partition  walls,  of  any 
such  dwelling-house,  store,  or  store-house,  or  other  build- 
ing other  than  a  dwelling-house,  which  shall  exceed  fifty 
feet  in  height  from  the  level  of  the  sidewalk  to  the  peak  or 
highest  point  thereof,  shall  not  be  less  than  sixteen  inches 
thick  to  the  under  side  of  the  second  tier  of  beams  above 
the  level  of  the  sidewalk ;  provided  said  under  side  of  said 
second  tier  of  beams  be  not  less  than  twenty  feet  fit>m  the 
level  of  the  sidewalk  ;  but  should  the  under  side  of  said 
second  tier  of  beams  be  less  than  twenty  feet  from  the 
level  of  the  said  sidewalk,  said  walls  shall  be  sixteai  inches 
thick  to  the  under  side  of  tiie  third  tier  of  beams  above  the 
said  level.  No  wall,  after  it  has  been  built,  shall  be  in- 
creased in  thickness  so  as  to  be  considered  under  any  pro- 
vision of  this  act  of  any  greater  thickness  than  it  was 
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originally,  and  every  such  wall  shall  be  built  with  header* 
every  five  coumea. 

^'^''^'  ^  7.  The  mortar  used  in  the  conriaruotion  of  any  such 

dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building*  shall 
be  composed  of  lime  and  sand  in  the  following  proportions : 
mortar  used  for  bridL-work,  of  one  part  of  lime  to  thre« 
parts  of  sand,  and  mortar  used  for  stone-worii,  one  part 
lime  and  four  parts  sand.  No  inferior  lime  shall  be  used, 
and  all  sand  shall  be  clear,  sharp  grit,  free  finom  loam. 
Nothing  ^all  be  so  construed  in  this  law  as  to  [Hievait 
the  use  of  cement. 

chiSSrs"**  ^  ^'  ^^  ^^  ®^^^  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or 
other  building,  shall  any  wood  or  wood-work  be  placed 
within  eight  inches  of  any  flue,  and  no  chimney  shall  be 
started  or  built  upon  any  floor  or  beam,  and  in  no  case 
where  the  breast  of  a  chimney  shall  project  more  than  four 
inches,  shall  it  be  commenced  in  any  wall,  but  shall  be 
started  from  the  fbundation,  and  all  flues,  without  reference 
to  the  purpose  for  which  they  may  be  used,  to  have  the 
joints  struck  smooth  on  the  inside.  All  hearths  shall  be 
supported  by  arches  of  stone  or  brick,  and  no  chimney 
shall  be  entirely  cut  off  in  whole  or  part,  to  be  supported 
below  in  any  manner  whatever. 

^rti!^^  ^  ^*  ^^^  wooden  gutters  and  cornices  of  any  such  dwell- 
to  bo  an.  ing.house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building  so  to  be 
built  or  erected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  firmly  secured  by 
irons,  which  shall  not  be  more  than  seven  and  one  half  feet 
apart  from  each  other;  and  in  all  such  gutters  not  exceed* 
ing  twelve  inches  in  width,  the  said  irons  shall  be  at  leask 
two  inches  in  width,  and  half  an  inch  thick ;  and  in  such  gut* 
teni,  exceeding  twelve  inches  in  width,  the  said  irons  shaU  be 
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at  least  two  and  a  half  inchoB  in  width,  imd  five-eighths  of  an 
inch  thick ;  and  the  said  irons,  except  those  at  the  end  of  the 
cornice  or  gutter,  shall  be  fastened  or  secured  to  the  floor 
or  roof  beams,  and  the  end  irons  shall  be  constructed  so  as 
to  fasten,  and  shall  be  fastened  in  the  side  or  end  walls* 
All  bracket  cornices  of  wood,  whether  used  for  a  gutter  or 
not,  shall  be  made  so  as  to  have  the  brackets  built  into  the 
wi^l,  and  shall  be  well  fastened  to  wall  strips  placed  in  the 
walls  for  that  purpose.  In  all  cases  the  wall  shall  be  con- 
tinued to  the  planking  of  the  roof;  and  when  the  cornices 
project  above  the  roof,  the  wall  shall  be  carried  up  to  the 
same  height  with  the  cornice  ;  and  in  no  case  shall  any 
wooden  bracket  cornice  be  extended  across  two  or  more 
buildings,  but  the  same  shall  return  against  the  front  of  the 
building  on  which  it  is  placed.  In  every  case  the  greatest 
weight  of  stone  or  iron,  of  which  the  cornice  sliall  be  con- 
structed, shall  be  in  the  inside  of  the  outer  line  of  the  wall 
in  which  the  cornice  shall  rest. 

§10.  The  walls  of  every  such  dwelling-house,  store,  or  ^^J^^ 
store-bouse,  and  other  building,  shall  be  securely  anchored, 
with  iron  anchors,  to  each  tier  of  beams,  also  in  side  walls, 
to  secure  the  front  walls  to  side  walls,  at  intervals  of  not 
more  than  eight  feet ;  all  plate  irons  shall  be  built  into  the 
tide,  end,  or  party-walls,  and  the  iron  anchors  used  to  se- 
cure plate-pieces,  shall  be  at  least  two  inches  wide,  and 
half  an  inch  thick ;  the  anchors  to  be  used  at  each  end  of 
every  such  plate-piece,  shall  be  worked  or  built  into  the 
side,  end,  or  party-wall  of  the  building,  and  the  end  of 
such  anchors  shall  turn  down  at  least  four  inches. 

§  11.  All  scuttle-frames  and  doors  in  every  such  dwelling-  tnm^^H^ 
house,   store,  store-house,  or  other  building  so  built  as'*'*" 
aforesaid,  shall  be  made  of,  or  covered  with  copper,  zinc, 
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tin,  or  iron ;  and  every  window  and  entrance  above  the 
first*  story,  in  the  rear,  and  on  the  side  of  every  such  store, 
store-house,  or  other  building,  over  thirty-five  feet  in  height 
from  the  level  of  the  sidewalk,  used  for  any  purpose  other 
than  that  of  a  dwelling,  shall  have  shutters  or  doors  thereon, 
and  made  of  iron  or  copper ;  and  all  iron  or  copper  shut- 
ters and  doors  above  the  first  story,  on  the  front  of  every 
such  store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  shall  be  so  con- 
structed that  they  can  be  opened  from  the  outside,  and 
every  building  shall  have  scuttles  and  ladders  on  the  in- 
side. 

puoking  ^  12.  The  planking  and  sheathing  of  the  roof  of  every 
inRrooft*.  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building, 
so  to  be  erected  or  built  as  aforesaid,  shall  in  no  case  be 
extended  across  the  party,  side,  or  end  walls  thereof;  and 
every  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other 
building,  and  the  top  and  sides  of  dormer  windows  thereon, 
shall  be  roofed  and  covered  with  slate,  tin,  iron,  copper,  or 
zinc. 


tlmbeiti. 


Bcamsaod  ^  13.  All  bcams  aud  other  timbers  in  the  party  or  other 
walls  of  every  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or 
other  building  hereafter  to  be  erected  or  built  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  separated  from  the  beam  or  timber  entering  in  the 
opposite  side  of  the  wall,  at  least  four  inches  (measuring 
from  the  nearest  points  of  the  beams  or  timbers),  by  solid 
mason  work ;  and  all  plate-pieces  in  the  fi^ont  or  rear  walls 
thereof,  shall  recede  from  the  outside  of  the  wall  at  least 
four  inches,  and  the  side  and  party-walls  in  all  cases,  and 
the  rear  walls,  when  no  gutter  is  required,  shall  be  built 
up  and  extended  at  least  twelve  inches  above  the  plank  or 
roofing,  and  shall  be  covered  with  coping  of  stone  or  iroiu 
No  timber  shall  be  supported  upon  any  wood  partition,  but 
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every  timber  shall  rest  at  each  end,  not  less  than  four 
inches  in  the  wall,  or  on  a  girder  authorized  by  the  second 
section  of  this  act ;  and  every  trimmer  or  header  used  in 
any  such  store,  or  store-house,  or  building  other  than  a 
dwelling,  shall  be  hung  in  stirrup-irons  of  suitable  thick- 
ness for  the  size  of  the  timbers. 

^14.  All  openings  for  doors  and  windows,  in  such  store,  "J**  ** 
store-house,  or  other  buildings,  other  than  a  dwelling- ''*«'<'^ 
house,  except  as  otherwise  provided,  shall  have  each  a  lintel 
stone  or  iron,  as  follows :  for  an  opening  not  more  than  six 
feet  in  breadth,  the  lintel  shall  be  twelve  inches  in  height, 
and  of  a  thickness  equal  to  half  the  thickness  of  the  wall 
on  which  it  rests ;  for  an  opening  exceeding  six  feet  in 
breadth,  the  lintel  shall  increase  in  height,  over  and  above 
the  twelve  inches  before  provided,  one  inch  for  every  addi- 
tional foot  in  the  breadth  of  the  opening.  And  whatever 
the  width  of  the  opening,  there  shall  be  on  the  inside  of 
the  lintel,  a  brick  arch  of  not  less  than  eight  inches  in  thick- 
ness. And  all  cast-iron  arched  lintels  that  shall  be  used  in 
any  wall  of  such  dwelling-house,  store,  or  store-house,  or 
other  building,  shall  have  a  bearing  on  the  walls,  each  side 
of  the  opening,  of  twenty-four  inches  in  length,  and  of  the 
whole  thickness  of  the  wall  to  be  supported ;  and  the  lin- 
tel itself  shall  be  throughout  of  a  thickness  not  less  than 
the  thickness  of  the  wall  to  be  supported,  and  shall  be 
nuide  in  the  best  manner,  and  free  from  every  defect. 
Every  lintel,  in  every  such  dwelling-house,  store,  or  store- 
house, or  other  building,  shall  have  a  secure  brick  arch 
turned  over  it. 

^  15.  No  timber  shall  be  used  in  any  wall  of  any  such  »« 
dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building  so  to 
be  built  or  erected  as  aforesaid,  where  stone,  brick,  or  iron 
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is  conunonly  used ;  no  bond  timber  in  any  su(^  wall  shiUy 
in  width  and  thickness,  exceed  the  width  and  thickness  of 
a  course  of  brick,  and  no  bond  timber  shall  be  more  than 
three  feet  in  length;. and.  such  bond  timbers  shall  be  laid  at 
least  eighteen  inches  apart  firom  each  other,  longitudinally 
on  either  side  of  any  wall,  and  the  continuous  line  thereof 
shall  be  broken  every  three  feet,  by  inserting  a  brick  of  eight 
inches;  and  no  front  or  rear,  or  other  wall  of  any  such 
dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building  now 
erected,  or  hereafter  to  be  built  or  erected  in  said  city, 
southward  of  the  line  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  men- 
tioned, shall  be  cut  off  or  altered  below,  to  be  supported 
in  any  manner,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  wood,  but  shall  be 
wholly  supported  by  brick,  stone,  or  iron;  and  no  wood 
or  timber  shall  be  used  between  such  wall  and  such  sup- 
porters. 


beUned 


ootteri  to  ^  16.  All  wobden  gutters  of  every  such  dwelling-house, 
store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  shall  be  lined  or 
covered  on  the  upper  surface  thereof,  with  copper,  sine, 
tin,  or  iron, 

Ratetog     ^  17.  If  any  brick  front,  frame,  or  wooden  dwellinir- 

frftine  dwell-  ^  J  o 

ing-boQMt.  house,  already  erected  in  said  city,  to  the  southward  of 
said  line,  shall  require  new  roofing,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  thereof  to  nose  the 
same  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  flat  roof  thereon ;  pro- 
vided, that  such  new  roof  shall  be  made  of  copper,  slate, 
tin,  zinc,  or  iron ;  and  also  provided,  that  such  dwellings 
house,  when  so  raised,  shall  not,  at  the  highest  point 
thereof,  exceed  the  height  of  the  peak  of  said  house  before 
the  alteration,  and  shall  not  exceed  thirty-five  feet  in 
height. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FISB  DEPABTMBKT.  187 

§  18.  Public  buildmgs,  mentioned  in  preceding  Bectionst  btnidhS?"^ 
aro  hereby  defined  to  be  such  buildings  as  shall  be  owned 
and  occupied  for  public  purposes  by  this  State,  the  Umted 
States,  or  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

§  19.  All  privies,  not  exceeding  ten  feet  square  and  fifteen  ^^^£1^^ 
feet  in  height,  and  all  ferry-houses  which  shall  be  erected 
with  the  express  permission  of  the  said  Corporation,  may 
be  bmlt  and  covered  with  wood,  boards,  or  shingles  ;  and 
all  such  ferry-houses  so  erected,  shall  not  be  used  for  any 
other  purpose  than  a  ferry-house. 

^  20.  All  ash-holes  or  ash-houses  within  the  said  city,  -A"J»-»»o««»- 
shall  be  built  of  stone  or  brick,  without  the  use  of  wood  in 
any  part  Hi&ce&f. 

§  21.  No  wooden  shed  shall  be  erected  or  permitted,  to  .  JS^*  p*' 
the  southward  of  said  line,  which  shall  exceed  twelve  feet 
in  height  from  the  level  on  which  it  is  placed,  to  the  peak 
or  highest  part  thereof,  nor  unless  one  whole  side  of  the 
same  diaU  be  left  entirely  and  constantly  open.  Nothing 
in  this  section  or  in  this  act  shall  be  held  or  c(Histrued  to 
prohibit  the  erection  of  any  inclosed  piazza,  platform,  or 
balcony,  if  not  to  exceed  eight  feet  in  width,  on  a  levdl 
with  the  first  floor  of  any  such  dwelling-house  to  which  the 
same  shall  be  attached ;  nor  the  erection  of  any  bay-window 
on  a  level  with  the  first  floor  as  aforesaid ;  provided  that  no 
piazza,  platform,  balcony,  or  bay-window  shall  extend  above 
the  second  floor  of  any  such  dwelling-house;  and  provided 
that  such  piazza,  platform,  or  balcony  have  end  walls  built 
of  brick,  stone,  or  other  fire-proof  material.  Nothing  in 
this  section,  or  in  this  act,  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the 
erection  of  a  bay-window  not  exceeding  two  stories  in 
height. 
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Wooden  or     ^  22.  No  woodeii  OF  frame  building  whatever  in  said  city, 
»«»«»•  situated  to  the  southward  of  said  line,  whether  the  same 

may  have  a  brick  front  or  otherwise,  shall  be  altered, 
raised,  enlarged,  or  built  upon,  or  removed  from  one  lot  to 
another,  southward  of  said  line,  provided,  however,  that 
brick  front  frame  dwelling-houses  and  wooden  dwelling- 
houses  only,  may  be  raised  under  the  circumstances  and  in 
the  manner  specially  provided  in  the  seventeenth  section 
of  this  act. 

Frame  ^  23.  Evcry  woodcu  building  or  frame  building  with  a 
migr  be  re-  brick,  or  with  any  other  front,  situate  in  said  city,  to  the 
southward  of  said  line,  which  may  hereafter  be  damaged 
by  fire  to  an  amount  not  greater  than  two  thirds  of  the 
value  thereof,  exclusive  of  the  foundation,  may  be  repaired 
or  rebuilt ;  but  if  such  damage  shall  amount  to  more  than 
two-thirds  of  such  value,  exclusive  of  the  foundation,  then 
such  building  shall  not  be  repaired  or  rebuilt,  but  shall  be 
taken  down  or  removed. 

Owners  of  ^  ^4.  The  amouut  or  extent  of  such  damage  by  fire, 
nre^'Ta^  mentioned  in  the  last  preceding  section  of  this  act,  shall 
*"  **^  be  determined  by  two  disinterested  persons  residing  in  the 
said  city,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  owner 
or  owners  of  said  building,  and  the  other  by  the  Board  of 
Fire  Wardens  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  said  city ; 
and  in  case  two  such  persons  disagree,  they  are  to  select  a 
third  disinterested  person,  and  the  decision  in  writing,  of 
any  two  of  them,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  in  the 
premises ;  and  such  building  shall  not  be  repaired  or  rebuilt 
until  after  the  appointment  of  such  persons  as  aforesaid, 
nor  until  after  their  decision  shall  be  made  in  writing,  as 
aforesaid,  finding  that  such  damage  does  not  exceed  two 
thirds  of  the  value  of  such  building,  as  it  existed  before 
such  fire,  exclusive  of  the  foundation. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Peoalties 


FIRE  DEPASTMENT.  139 

^25.  No  brick  or  stone  dwelliDg-house,  store,  store-  Aitonuoo 
house,  or  other  building,  now  erected,  or  hereafter  to  be 
erected,  to  the  southward  of  said  line,  shall  be  altered, 
raised,  enlarged,  or  built  upon,  in  such  manner  that  such 
dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  were 
it  wholly  built  or  constructed  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
would  be  in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

§  26.  The  sections  and  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  oftffiISi** 
applicable  to  every  brick  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house, 
or  other  brick  building  hereafter  to  be  erected  or  built  in 
any  part  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 

§  27.  The  owner  or  owners  of  any  dwelling-house,  store,  ^^ 
store-house,  or  other  building,  or  of  any  frame  building,  '**^ 
with  or  without  a  brick  front,  or  of  any  wooden  building, 
or  of  any  ash-house,  ash-hole,  or  wooden  shed,  whether  he 
or  they  be  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  land  in  fee,  or  be 
the  lessee  or  lessees  thereof,  or  has  or  have  a  qualified  or 
contingent  interest  therein,  by  virtue  of  some  agreement 
or  contract  in  writing,  or  in  any  other  manner,  who  shall 
violate  any  provision  of  this  act,  and  every  master-builder, 
master-carpenter,  master-mason,  or  master-roofer  who  may 
be  employed  or  assist  therein,  shall,  for  every  such  viola- 
tion, respectively  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  aft;er  notice  to  remove  the  same  shall  have  been 
pven.  Such  notice  may  be  signed  by  any  trustee  of  the 
Fire  Department,  or  by  any  of  the  Fire  Wardens  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  and  may  be  served  by  any  person  upon 
the  builder  or  his  foreman.  Such  notice  may  be  given  by 
•erving  the  same  personally  on  such  owner  or  owners,  or 
any  one  of  them,  and  the  penalties  imposed  may  be  recov- 
wed  in  any  other  suit  or  suits  to  be  brought  by  the  Fire 
Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  for  that  purpose. 
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i^m^     ^  28.  All  pecuniary  penalties  imposed  by  this  act  may 
tanpofled.      \^  gued  {q^  ^nd  recoveied,  with  cost  of  suit,  in  any  Court 
of  Record  within  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  their  own  name,  and 
for  their  own  use. 
coartefor     ^  29.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

aeUoQ  to  be         ^  ^  ' 

^^  *°  and  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  City  and  County  of 
New  York,  and  the  Superior  Court,  shall  respectively  have 
power  and  jurisdiction  in  an  action  to  be  brought  by  the 
said  Fire  Department,  to  restrain,  by  injunction,  the  erec- 
tion or  alteration  of  any  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store- 
house, or  other  building,  dangerous  to  the  life  of  any  per- 
son ;  and  to  adjudge  and  decree  that  such  dwelling-hoase, 
store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  whether  erected  or 
altered,  or  in  course  of  erection  or  alteration,  shall  be 
taken  down  and  removed. 

fbrfeitl!^*  of  ^  30.  All  actions  for  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  incurred 
under  this  a<it,  shall  be  commenced  within  one  ye^r  next 
the  time  of  incurring  such  forfeiture  or  penalty. 

the  ^viw  ^  ^^'  If  **"y  ciiuse  of  violation  of  any  provLsiouri  of  this 
of  noitoe  lor  j^j.  gj^j^^jj  jj^j.  jj^  rcmovcd  withiu  ten  days  after  service  of 
the  notice  provided  for  in  the  twenty-eighth  section  of  this 
act,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the 
Court  of  Coiuuion  Pleas  for  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York,  anil  the  Superior  Court,  shall  respectively,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  powiT  of  enforcing  the  penalties  as  now  pro- 
vided by  law,  a. id  as  provided  by  this  act,  for  such  viola- 
tion, have  {»ower  and  jurisdiction,  in  an  action  to  be 
brought  by  tie  said  Fire  Department,  to  restrain,  by 
injunction,  the  further  erection,  building,  raising,  altering, 
enlarging,  ui*  building  upon  such  dwelling-house,  store, 
store-house,  builJing,  ash-hole,  ash-house,  wooden  ahed, 
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wooden  buOding,  or  frame  building ;  and  also  to  adjudge 
and  decree  that  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house, 
building,  ash-hole,  ash-house,  wooden  shed,  wooden  build- 
ing, or  frame  building,  whether  erected,  built,  raised, 
altered,  enlarged,  removed,  or  built  upon,  or  in  the  course 
of  erection,  building,  raising,  altering,  enlarging,  removiogi 
or  of  bebg  built  upon,  shall  be  taken  down  andn-emoved. 

§  32.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  city  and  ^^^^  ^ 
county  of  New  York,  to  execute  any  decree  provided  for 
in  the  thirty-second,  and  in  the  last  preceding  section  of 
this  act,  upon  receiving  a  certified  copy  thereof. 

^  3d.  All  laws,  and  psrts  of  lows,  heretofove  paasedl,  in-  pMi^"^  ^ 
eoDsittmt  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby 
repealed ;  bat  such  repeal  riudl  not  afikct  any  suit  or  pro»- 
ecutioii  commenoed,  or  penalty  incfurred,  or  offense  com* 
initted  previous  to  the  first  day  of  May  next ;  but  eveiy 
such  suit  or  prosecution  may  lawfttUy  proceed,  and  every 
luch  penalty  be  deniaiided  and  recovered,  and  every  such 
offense  prosecuted  and  punished,  as  if  the  said  laws  and 
parts  of  laws,  hereby  repealed,  had  remained  in  full  force. 

.§  34.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  June  ^^^^ 
next ;  and  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  York 
shall  publish  this  act  once  a  week  in  every  paper  employed 
by  them,  from  thirty  days  after  the  passage  thereof,  until 
that  day. 
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80th  SBS8I0H. 

AN  ACT  in  reUuion  to  forty  waUi  in  the  city  of  New  Torh 

Passed  April  1, 1857. 

T%e  People  of  the  StaU  of  New  Tork^  repreKntei  in  Senate 
and  AuenMy^  do  enact  a$  followt : 

tiM  thiokiMM     ^  1.  It  shall  be  lawful  to  increase  the  thickness  of  anr 

of  walls. 

partition  wall,  or  other  wall,  between  two  adjoining  build- 
ings,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  erected  before  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  fourteenth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six, 
in  relation  to  buildings  in  said  city,  provided  that  such 
additions  be  properly  and  securely  tied  into  the  original 
wall  by  iron  fastenings,  or  slabs  of  stone,  so  as  to  make  a 
firm  wall  of  not  less  than  sixteen  inches  in  thickness ;  and 
such  wall,  when  so  altered,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  a  sixteen-inch  wall,  in  like  manner  as  if  originally  built 
of  that  thickness,  any  thing  in  the  before-mentioned  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

^  2.  If  any  owner,  or  part  owner,  of  any  wall  heretofore 
erected  between  two  adjoining  buildings  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  shall  refuse  to  give  his  written  consent  to  the 
reconstruction  thereof,  by  the  entire  substitution  of  a  new 
wall,  of  the  thickness  now  required  by  law,  in  buildings 
more  than  fifty  {eet  in  height,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  increase 
the  thickness  of  such  wall  by  additions  thereto,  to  be  firmly 
secured  by  sufficient  and  proper  iron  anchors,  or  slabs  of 
stone,  making  together  a  wall  of  at  least  sixteen  inches  in 
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thickBess:  and  such  wall,  so  strengthened  and  increased, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  sixteen-inch  wall,  in  like 
manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  originally  built  of  that 
thickness. 

^  3.  This,  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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81rt  SESSIOH. 

CHAP.  200. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  Charter  of  the  Firemen  of  the  city  <f 

New  York. 

Passed  April  14th,  1858,  ^Hhree-fifths  being  present*' 

The  Teofple  of  the  State  of  New  Yorkj  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  f  do  enact  as  follows : 

oon»rai»oi»      ^  1.  The  act  entitled,  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  fiie- 

oontinued  un-         '  ^  ^ 

diy^*  ^j  ™®^  o^  *^®  ^^*y  ®^  New  York,"  passed  March  the  twen- 
^^  tieth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  all  acts  and 

parts  of  acts  relating  to  the  said  corporation,  and  which  are 
now  in  force,  shall  be  continued  in  force  until  the  first  day 
of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,  unless  sooner  altered, 
modified,  or  repealed  by  the  Legislature. 
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82a  SESSIOH. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **j4n  act  to  provide  against 
vnaaft  buildingM  in  the  city  of  New  York^^^  paeeed  April  lit 
1856. 

Passed  April  »th,  1859. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Tarkf  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  f  do  enact  as/oUows : 

^  1.  Section  eleven  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro-  „^2JJ^J^ 
vide  against  unsafe  buildings  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  *«»"<**»»« 
passed  April  14th,  1856,  is  hereby  amended,  by  adding 
after  the  word  "  iron,"  first  mentioned  in  said  section,  and 
between  that  word  and  the  word  "  and,"  which  imme- 
diately follows  it,  the  words  "  or  such  other  equally  fire- 
proof materials  as  a  majority  of  those -insurance  companies 
of  the  city  of  New  York  which  are  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  tins  State,  will  insure  at  the  same  rate  of  in- 
surance as  other  articles  in  said  section  mentioned." 

§  2.  Section  twelve  of  said  act  is  hereby  amended,  by  ^^^-^^^^ 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  words,  "  or  such  other  equally 
fire-proof  roofing,  as  a  majority  of  the  insurance  compa- 
nies of  the  city  or  New  York,  which  are  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  this  State,  will  insure  at  the  same  rate 
of  insurance  as  other  articles  in  said  section  mentioned." 

^  3.  Section  sixteen  of  said  act  is  hereby  amended,  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  words,  "or  such  other  ma- 
terials equally  fire-proof,  as  a  majority  of  the  insurance 
10 
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companies  of  the  city  of  New  York,  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  this  State,  will  insure  at  the  same  rate  of  in- 
surance as  other  articles  in  said  section  mentioned." 

^  4.  Section  seventeen  of  said  act  is  hereby  amended,  by 
adding  after  the  word  '^  iron,"  in  said  section,  and  between 
that  word  and  the  word  '<  and"  which  immediately  follows 
it,  the  words  "  or  such  other  equally  fire-proof  roofing  as 
a  majority  of  the  insurance  companies  of  said  city,  which 
are  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  will  insure 
at  the  same  rate  of  insurance  as  other  articles  in  said  sec- 
tion mentioned. 

^  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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On  the  9th  day  of  April,  1813,  the  Legislature  passed 
"  An  Act  to  reduce  the  several  laws  relating  particularly 
to  the  city  of  New  York,  into  one  act,"  as  will  be  found 
in  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  revised  and  passed 
at  the  36th  Session,  Chap.  LXXXVI,  of  vol.  11,  whereon 
the  Common  Council  based  its  future  action.  An  au- 
thenticated copy  of  the  law  was  sent  for  on  the  3d  of  May, 
and  the  Comptroller  to  report  a  warrant  for  the  payment 
of  the  expense  attending  the  same.  On  the  10th  of  May 
a  certified  copy  was  laid  before  the  ConmiQii  Council,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  the  same  be  printed,  under  the  direc- 
tion and  revision  of  the  Counsel,  and  such  a  number  of  copies 
be  stricken  off  as  he  should  judge  necessary. 

The  Common  Council,  on  the  15th  November,  1813,  re-     nn  < 

.  to   be 

commended  a  uniformity  of  fire-caps  for  firemen  and'<»^ 
engineers,  and  submitted  a  law  relative  thereto,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  for  revision. 
(Vide  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  vol.  26.)  On  the  22d  of  the  same 
month  the  Counsel  reported  thereon,  and  submitted  an 
ordinance,  which  was  passed.*  From  the  proceedings  of 
the  Common  Council  of  November  29th,  1813,  MSS.,  p.  324, 
it  appears  that  the  Chief  Engineer  (Thomas  Franklin) 
proposed  an  amendment  to  the  law,  establishing  a  imiform- 
ity  in  the  caps  of  firemen,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
law  directed  to  be  amended  accordingly.  (The  Journal  of 
this  meeting  is  defective,  and  no  mention  whatever  is  made 
as  to  what  the  amendment  was.) 

*  Althoogfa  the  compiler  made  diligent  March  for  thla  ordinaoce  among  the  reoorda,  no 
copy  of  It  CHI  be  now  foond. 
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chtef'**Burt^  On  the  10th  day  of  January,  1814,  the  Chief  Engineer 
iSS.  ^  ^^  *^^  ^""^  Department  reported  that  during  the  year  1813, 
the  sum  of  $1,092  20  had  been  received  and  collected  from 
fines,  which  were  applied  to  the  relief  of  disabled  firemen 
and  their  families,  and  for  educating  about  seventy  of  their 
chiTdren.    (Vol.  28,  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  6.) 

On  the  above  date  it  wag 

kembera     ResQlved,  That  the  staves  of  office  to  be  worn  at  fires  by 

of    OcmunoD  ,^ 

coancu;  thc  membcrs  of  the  Common  Council  be  similarly  con- 
^^^]  structed  with  those  lately  made  (viz.,  with  a  gilded  flame 
at  the  top),  and  the  members  furnished  therewith,  and  that 
the  Justices  of  the  Police  and  the  Superintendent  of  Re- 
pairs be  furnished  with  staves,  to  be  used  on  like  occasions. 
(Vol.  28,  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  24.) 

BBtimatod      Thomas  Franklin,  Chief  Engineer,  on  the  26th  Decem- 

value  of  the  ,     i     .  .  •  •  ^  i      i  •  , 

Fire  Depart-  bcr,  1814,  presented,  m  connection  with  his  report  as  to 

isiJ**"*'     ^^^  ®*^*^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^®  Department,  the  following  estimated 

value  of  the  Fire  Department  establishment,  viz. : 

16  brick  buildings $5,250  00 

32  wood         "         4,800  00 

2  lots  of  ground  (one  whole,  one  part 

of  a  lot),  cost 1,600  00 

41  engines 26,200  00 

floating  engine  and  boat 1,400  00 

4  old  engines,  not  in  use 750  00 

13,085  feet  of  leather  hose 8,548  00 

1,000  fire  buckets 1,500  00 

4  trucks,  15  ladders,  20  fire-hooks,  &c.  •    1,200  00 

signal  lanterns,  torches,  axes,  Ac 150  00 

drag  ropes 70  00 

Carried  forward $51,468  00 
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Brought  forward $51,468  00 

stoves  and  pipes 150  00 

hose  wagon 175  00 

1  copper  pump 20  00 

20  loads  nut  wood 90  00 

Total $51,903  00 

(Vol.  29  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  56.) 

On  the  20th  of  February  the  Counsel  presented,  agree-  J^^^^^ 
bly  to  order,  an  ordinance  entitled  "A  law  to  prohibit  the  IHJith^hlJ 
use  of  fire  on  board  of  vessels  loaded  with  hay  or  straw,"  **'®*'*'^- 
which  waa  read  by  paragraphs,  and  passed.     (Vol.  29  P. 
C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  116.) 

On  the  30th  March  following,  the  Counsel  also  presented  ^^  itmits 
a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  and  bill  correspondingthere* 
with,  "  Relative  to  fire  limits."     (Vol.  29  P.  C.  C,  MSS., 
p.  148.) 

It  also  appears  that  on  the  17th  July,  of  the  same  year,  ^^^'^i 
tiie  Counsel  presented  a  law  relative  to  the  appointment,  **^ 
powers,  and  duties  of  Fire  Wardens,  which  was  passed. 
(VoL  29  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  317.) 


On  the  26th  of  February,  1816,  the  following  resolution 
WIS  approved : 

Raohedj  That  the  Attorney  of  this  Board  be  directed  to  ^^^^^ 
prepare  and  report  an  amendment  to  the  militia  law  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  with  a  memorial  to  the  Legislatmre  for 
the  adoption  thereof,  providing  for  the  exemption  of  all 
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constables  and  marshals  of  the  city  of  New  York  from 

militia  duty ;  and  further,  to  report  an  ordinance  providing 

^j^^'^SSS  ^^^  *^^  organization  of  the  constables  and  marshals  afor&- 

te^ntou^  said  into  two  companies,  over  which  the  first  marshal  and 

oompMUe^    2^j^  constable  shall  preside,   giving  to  said  companies 

power  to  pass  such  by-laws  as  to  them  may  seem  necessary 

to  compel  the  attendance  of  members  thereof  at  every  alarm 

of  fire,  and  to  answer  to  their  names  at  the  calling  of  a 

roll  to  be  made  for  that  purpose.     (Vol.  30  P.  C.  C,  MSS., 

p.  304.) 

On  the  same  day  was  approved  the  following  resolution : 

Extend  fire  Resolved^  That  the  Attorney  of  this  Board  be  instructed 
to  draft  and  present  to  the  Board  a  bill  and  memorial  te 
the  Legislature,  for  the  adoption  thereof,  making  provision 
for  extending  the  limits  given  in  the  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  so  as  to  embrace  within  the  pro- 
visions of  said  act  the  district  embraced  within  a  line  com- 
mencing at  the  comer  of  Church  and  Anthony  streets,  and 
running  thence  through  Church  street  to  Walker  street, 
embracing  both  sides  of  said  street;  thence  through  and 
along  the  westwardly  side  of  Walker  streetto  Broadway. 
(Vol.  30  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  306.) 

ABBifltani     On  both  of  the  last  two  resolutions  the  Coimsel  CD.  S. 

Aldermen, 

SSSShauTic  J^^®^)'  ^^  *^^  ^1*^  ^^  March  following,  reported,  present- 
fh)^*mmu-  ^^S  ^  *^®  Board  (consisting  of  the  entire  Common  Council, 
ry  duty.      ^^^  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Assistant  Aldermen,  as  was  cus- 
tomary) a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  praying  that  the 
Assistant  Aldermen,  the  constables  and  marshals,  and  the 
clerks  of  the  police  office  in  the  city,  may  be  exempted  firom 
Fire  umitfl  military  duty,  and  a  corresponding  bill ;  and  also  a  memo- 
^  rial  to  the  Legislature,  praying  an  extension  of  the  fire 

limits,  with  a  corresponding  bill. 
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The  report  of  the  Counsel  was  approved,  and  the  bills 
directed  to  be  engrossed,  authenticated,  and  forwarded  to 
the  Legislature.    (Vol.  30  P.  C.  C,  MSS-,  p.  321.) 

The  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,-on  the  25th  of  March,  ^  ^^'^^^ 
1816,  reported,  directing  the  Chief  Engineer  to  announce  ^^^^t^m 
to  the  Fire  Wardens  that  such  a  construction  of  the  ordi-  Sw  ^  the^ 
nance  for  the  prevention  or  hindrance  of  carpenters,  cabi- deemed  imx- 
net-makers,  coach-makefs,  and  others,  dealers  in  lumber, 
from  storing  or  seasoning  lumber  on  their  premises,  is 
deemed  inexpedient. 

Which  was  approved. 

(Vol.  30  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  356.) 

The  above  order  of  the  Common  Council  was  repealed  ^^JJ^w^ 
on  the  9th  December,  1816.     (Vide  vol.  32  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  *^**'" 
p.  27.) 

On  the  23d  December,  1816,  the  following  recammendor 
turn  was  approved,  viz.: 

That  the  Engineer's  Department  be  augmented  to  ten^    Number  or 
instead  of  eight,  and  that  the  Chief  Engineer  call  a  meet-  *»  "»<»««»». 
ing  of  the  engineers,  and  for  them  to  nominate  (for  the 
approbation  of  the  Corporation)  two  suitable  characters, 
from  amongst  the  Fire  Department,  to  fill  said  station. 
(Vol.  82  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  69.) 


The  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department,  on  the  27tll^^*f^}2J 
day  of  January,  1817,  presented  a  report  on  the  subject 
of  extending  the  fire  limits. 

Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  same  Committee,  on  the  same  day,  reported  on  the  ^j^^'l,  k^ 
petition  of  the  representatives  of  the  Fire  Department,  i^2id?^* 
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praying  that  the  act  regulating  them  may  be  so  amended 
as  to  include  all  such  as  the  ordinances  of  this  Board 
denominate  firemen ;  and  that  they  may  have  such  fines 
and  penalties  as  may  be  collected  from  persons  violating 
so  much  of  the  laws  as  relates  to  the  more  effectual  pre- 
vention of  fires. 
^  Which  was  adopted. 

(Vol.  B2  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  146.) 


A  LAW  for  preventing  and  extinguishing  fires. 
Ordained  and  establiahed  by  the  Mayor,  Ac.,  on  the  5th  day  of  Kay,  1817. 

Be  It  ordained  by  the  Mayors  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened : 

Fire  De-      That  the  Fire  Department  of  the  said  city  shall  consist 

pftTtment,  of  ■''  i  i  /• 

whom  to  con-  of  a  Chief  Engineer,  who  shall  have  an  annual  salary  of 
eight  hundred  dollars,  payable  quarterly,  and  as  many 
other  engineers,  fire-wardens,  fire-enginemen,  hosemen,  and 
hook  and  ladder  men,  as  are  or  may,  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  said  Common  Council  be  duly  appointed ;  and 
who  shall  be  respectively  distinguished  by  the  several 
appellations  aforesaid. 

Chief  Engi-      §  2.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Chief  Engineer 
netr,  his  du-  gj^^jj^  ^  j^jj  ^^ggg  q{  ^^b,  havo  the  solc  and  absolute  control 

and  command  over  all  the  engineers  and  other  persons  of 
the  Fire  Department ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Chief  Engineer  to  direct  the  other  engineers  to  take  proper 
measures  that  the  several  fire-engines  be  arranged  in  the 
most  advantageous  situations,  and  be  duly  worked  for  the 
effectually  extinguishing  of  fires.  And  it  shall,  moreover, 
be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  examine,  twice  in 
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every  year,  into  the  condition  and  nnmber  of  the  fire- 
engines,  fire-buokets,  and  other  fire  apparatus,  and  fire- 
engine  houses  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  and  report  the 
same,  once  a  year,  to  the  Common  Council,  together  with 
&e  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  and 
the  respective  associations  to  which  they  belong ;  which 
shall  be  published  in  the  month  of  January,  in  every  year, 
by  the  City  Inspector,  in  the  newspapers  employed  by  the 
Common  Council.  And  whenever  any  of  the  said  fire- 
engines  or  other  fire  apparatus  shall  require  to  be  repaired, 
the  Chief  Engineer  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  well  and 
sufficiently  done.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of 
the  Chief  Engineer  to  cause  all  the  private  fire-buckets 
which  may  remain  after  any  fire  is  extinguished,  to  be 
collected,  and  conveyed  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  City 
Hall,  to  be  there  deposited,  in  order  that  the  citizens  may 
know  where  to  find  them.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be 
the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report,  in  writing,  all 
accidents  by  fire  that  may  happen  in  this  city,  with  the 
causes  thereof,  as  well  as  can  be  ascertained,  and  the 
number  and  description  of  the  buildings  destroyed  or  in- 
jured, together  with  the  names  of  the  owners  and  occupants, 
to  the  City  Inspector,  who  sh^ll  keep  a  faithful  register  of 
the  same. 


in.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  so  many  of  the  firee-  nreward- 
holders  or  freemen  of  the  said  city  as  the  Common  Council  pointed. 
thereof  may  deem  proper,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be 
appointed  in  each  of  the  wards  of  the  said  city,  to  be  deno* 
minated  Fire  Wardens ;  each  of  whom  shall  be  assigned 
and  attached  by  the  Mayor  of  the  said  city,  to  such  com- 
pany of  firemen,  having  charge  of  a  fire-engine,  as  he  shall 
think  proper ;  and  shall  report  himself  to  the  Chief  or 
other  engineer,  at  every  fire.    And  each  Fire  Warden  shall 
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have  a  certificate,  under  the  seal  of  the  Mayoralty,  setting 
forth  his  appointment  as  a  Fire  Warden,  and  the  company 
of  firemen  to  which  he  may  be  attached. 

dedtotoSS-  ^^'  -^^  ^  ^  further  ordainedj  That  the  Fire  Wardens  of 
to^er^  each  ward  shall  form  a  separate  company ;  and  that  each  of 
tSJg.  "*^'  the  said  companies  shall  and  may  choose,  out  of  their  own 
number,  a  foreman  and  clerk,  in  such  manner  and  at  such 
times  as  they  may  think  proper ;  and  each  company  may 
make  rules  regulating  the  time  and  manner  of  conducting 
their  elections,  and  imposing  such  fines  on  the  members  as, 
in  their  judgment,  may  best  secure  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  both  at  fires,  and  in  visit- 
ing the  buildings,  and  in  other  duties  in  their  several  dis- 
tricts ;  and  disobedience  to  such  rules  may  be  reported,  by 
each  company,  to  the  Common  Council,  and  shall  subject 
the  Fire  Warden,  so  disobejring,  to  removal  by  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

how*fliSd^'  V.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  whenever  a  vacancy 
shall  happen  in  any  of  the  said  companies,  the  company, 
where  the  same  shall  happen,  may  recommend,  through 
the  Chief  Engineer,  to  the  Common  Council,  for  approba- 
tion, a  suitable  person  to  fill  such  vacancy ;  but  none  other 
than  those  who  have  been  firemen  for  at  least  five  years 
shall  be  so  recommended. 

eJSiJJijrto      ^'  -^^^  ^  ^  further  ordained,  That  the  said  Wardens, 

S^thi'^lE^  when  attending  fires,  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of 

**••"•         the  Chief  Engineer,  and  the  other  Engineers  of  the  Fire 

Department. 

Duty  of      Vn.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 

of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  immediately  on  the  alarm  of  fire, 

to  repair  to  the  place  where  it  may  be,  and  aid  and  assist 

in  procuring  supplies  of  water  to  the  fire-engines  to  which 
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they  shall  respectively  be  assigned  and  attached,  and  to 
iudi  other  fire-engines  as  the  Chief  Engineer  or  other  en- 
gmeer  may  direct  them  to  attend.  It  shall  also  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  to  prevent  the  hose  firom 
being  trodden  on,  and  to  keep  all  idle  and  suspected  per- 
sons at  a  proper  distance  firom  the  fire,  and  from  the  vicin- 
ify,  and  the  citizens  are  hereby  enjoined  to  comply  with 
the  orders  and  directions  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  in  the 
pranises. 

Vm.  And  be  itfkrther  ordained,  That  each  of  the  said  ^  ^JK^ 
companies  shall  divide  their  ward  into  districts,  and  that  u^di^^* 
ttie  foreman  of  tiie  company  shall  attach  one  or  more  of 
the  members  of  the  said  company  to  each  of  the  said  dis- 
tricts, for  the  purpose  of  making  the  visitation  and  exami- 
nation directed  in  the  next  following  section ;  and  the  said 
finreman  shall  report  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  in  the  month 
of  December,  annually,  the  name,  residence,  and  occupation 
of  each  of  the  wardens  of  his  company. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  ^!^^ 
of  the  said  Fire  Wardens^  twice  in  every  year,  namely,  in  ^^^  J^e' 
ttie  months  of  June  and  December,  and  as  much  oftener  j^**^* 
as  they  may  think  proper,  to  examine  the  dwelling-houses 
and  other  buildings  in  their  respective  wards,  to  see  that 
they  are  properly  fiimished  with  fire-buckets,  in  conformi- 
ty with  this  law;  and  also  to   examine  the  fire-places, 
hearthJB,  chimneys,  stoves,  and  pipes  thereto,  ovens,  boilers, 
kettles,  or  apparatus  which,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  dan- 
gerous in  causing  or  promoting  fires,  and  the  places  where 
adies  may  be  deposited ;   and,  upon  finding  any  of  them 
defiM^tive  or  dangerous,  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall  direct, 
in  writing,  the  owner  or  occupant  to  alter,  remove,  or 
amend  the  same,  in  such  manner,  and  within  such  reason- 
ble  time  as  they,  or  either  of  them,  may  judge  proper ;  and 
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in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do,  the  party  ofl^ding 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty^five  dollars,  and 
for  every  day  after  the  time  allotted  as  aforesaid  to  alter, 
remove,  or  amend  the  same,  in  conformity  with  the  direc- 
tions aforesaid,  the  party  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  further  sum  of  five  dollars.  And  all  the  expenses  of 
any  removal,  alteration,  or  amendment,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  paid,  in  the  first  instance  by  the  occupant,  but  shall  be 
chargeable  against  the  owner  of  such  dwelling-houae  or 
other  building,  and  shall  be  deducted  from  the  rent  of  the 
same,  unless  such  expense  be  rendered  necessary  by  the 
act  or  de&ult  of  such  occupant,  or  unless  there  be  a  spedid 
agreement  to  the  contrary  between  the  parties.  And  it 
shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the  Fire  Wardens,  or  either 
of  them,  at  such  time  as  aforesaid,  to  enter  into,  and  exam- 
ine all  buildings,  livery  and  other  stables,  hay  boats  or 
vessels,  and  places  where  any  gunpowder,  hemp,  flax,  tow, 
hay,  rushes,  fire-wood,  boards,  shingles,  shavings,  or  other 
combustible  materials  may  be  lodged,  and  give  such  direc- 
tions, in  writing,  in  the  premises,  as  may  be  deemed 
proper  by  them  or  him,  relative  to  the  removal  thereof; 
and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  pos- 
sessor of  such  combustible  materials,  or  any  of  them,  to 
remove  or  secure  the  same  within  the  time  and  in  the  man- 
ner directed  by  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  or  either  of  them, 
the  party  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-five dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  five  dollars  for  every 
day's  neglect  to  remove  the  same,  afler  being  so  notified. 

Reports  to      X.  And  he  it  further  ordained^  That  the  duties  prescribed 

be  made    to  "^  i  /» 

tho  foremen.  \yj  the  last  scctiou  of  this  ordiuanco  shall  be  performed  in 
each  district  by  the  warden  or  wardens  attached  to  such 
district,  who  shall  make  an  inunediate  report  to  the  fore- 
man, who  shall  record  the  same  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  for 
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that  purpdsey  of  all  persoiis  neglecting  or  revising  to  com- 
ply with  the  orders  dud  directions  aforesaid,  together  with 
the  circumstances  of  each  case ;  and  shall  also  make  report 
whethw  any,  and  what  cases  of  violations  of  the  laws  of 
this  State,  prohibiting  the  construction  of  wooden  build- 
ings within  certain  limits  in  this  city^  have  come  to  his 
knowledge ;  and  in  case  of  any  violation  of  such  law,  he 
shall  particularly  report  the  names  of  the  owner  or  own- 
ers of  the  building  and  of  the  master  builder,  and  the 
particular  circumstances  of  eacl^  case ;  and  in  case  of  neg- 
lecting to  report  as  aforesaid,  such  warden  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars.  But  it  is  hereby  expressly 
declared,  that  the  foreman  or  any  of  the  wardens  of  the 
ward,  may  give  such  orders  and  directions  as  are  above 
authorized  and  directed  in  and  by  the  ninth  section  of  this 
law,  in  case  the  same  shall  not  be  given  by  the  warden  of 
the  district  where  the  danger  exists  or  is  apprehended. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  firemen  shall  be 
divided  into  companies,  to  consist  of  as  many  members  as 
the  Common  Council  shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct  to  at- 
tend to  the  fire-engines,  hose-wagons,  and  hooks  and  lad- 
ders belonging,  or  that  may  bereafter  belong  to  the  Corpo- 
ration of  this  city,  or  such  hose-wagons,  and  hooks  and 
ladders  as  the  Common  Council  shall  direct ;  and  that  each 
of  the  said  companies  shall  and  may  choose,  out  of  their 
own  number,  a  foreman,  assistant,  and  clerk,  in  such  man- 
ner and  at  such  times  as  they  may  think  proper.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  firemen,  as  often  as  any  fire 
shall  break  out  in  the  said  city,  to  repair  immediately 
upon  the  alarm  thereof,  to  their  repective  engines,  hose- 
wagons,  liooks  and  ladders,  and  convey  them  to  or  near  the 
place  where  such  fire  shall  happen,  and  there,  in  conform- 
ity with  the  directions  given  by  the  Chief  Engineer  or  other 
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engineers,  shall  work  and  manage  the  said  engines,  or  ap- 
paratus and  implements,  with  all  tlmir  skill  and  power ; 
and  when  the  fire  is  extinguished,  shall  not  remove  there- 
from but  by  the  direction  of  an  engineer;  when  they  shall 
return  their  respective  hose-wagons,  hooks  and  ladders, 
engines  and  apparatus,  well  washed  and  cleaned,  to  their 
several  places  of  deposit.  And  for  the  more  effectually 
perfecting  the  firemen  in  their  duty,  and  keeping  and  pre- 
serving the  said  fire-engines  and  other  implements  and  ap- 
paratus from  decay,  the  s^d  firemen  shall,  in  the  months 
of  May,  June,  July,  August,  September,  October,  and  No- 
vember, draw  out  the  said  fire-engines  and  other  imple- 
ments, in  order  to  wash  and  clean  them,  and  to  exercise 
the  men ;  and  if  any  fireman  shall  neglect  the  said  duty,  he 
*  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  default,  one  dollar ;  and  if 
he  shall  neglect  to  attend  at  any  fire  as  aforesaid,  or  leave 
his  fire-engine  or  other  apparatus  while  at  any  fire,  with- 
out permission,  or  shall  neglect  to  perform  his  duty  on 
such  occasion,  without  reasonable  excuse,  he  shall,  for  every 
default,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  three  dollars  ;  and  if 
any  fireman  shall  neglect  to  do  his  duty  as  such,  in  attend- 
ing at  fires,  or  in  working,  exercising,  managing,  trying,  or 
using  the  said  fire-engine,  or  other  implements  or  appara- 
tus provided  for  extinguishing  fires,  every  such  person 
shall,  besides  the  fines  and  penalties  aforesaid,  be  removed 
and  displaced  from  his  station.  And  whenever  any  fireman 
is  appointed  to  supply  any  vacancy  in  any  company  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  call  on  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Fire  Department,  and  procure  a  certificate,  within  one 
month  from  the  date  of  his  election,  specifying  the  name 
and  number  of  the  company  to  which  such  fireman  shall 
be  elected.  And  every  fireman  or  Fire  Warden  heretofore 
appointed,  who  hath  not  yet  obtained  such  certificate,  shall 
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procure  the  same  within  one  month  after  the  passing  of  this 
ordinance.  And  any  fireman  who  may,  after  resignation, 
removal,  absence,  or  expulsion  from  the  company,  be  re- 
elected, shall  obtain  a  new  certificate  as  aforesaid.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  certify,  on  every 
return,  whether  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  company. 

Xn.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  in  order  that  the  „^/i^S-" 
members   of  the  Common  Council,  Engineers,   and   Fire  SSSi  a^*' 
Wardens,  may  be  readily  distinguished  at  fires,  the  Mayor,  UrtobS^oS 
Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Assistants,  shall  severally  bear, 
on  those  occasions,  a  wand  with  a  gilded  flame  on  the  top ; 
and  each  of  the  engineers  shall  wear  a  leathern  cap  painted 
white,  with  a  gilded  front  thereto,  and  a  fire-engine  embla- 
zoned thereon,  and  shall  also  carry   a  speaking-trumpet, 
painted  black,  with  the  words  "  Chief  Engineer,"    "  En- 
gineer No.  1,"  &c.,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  white,  which  shall 
also  be  painted  on  their  caps  respectively  ;  and  each  of  the 
Fire  Wardens  shall  wear  a  hat,  the  brim  black,  the  crown 
painted  white,  with  the  city  arms  blazoned  on  the  front, 
and  shall  also  carry  a  speaking-trumpet  painted  white,  with 
the  word  "  Warden,"  in  black  painted  thereon. 

Xm.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  firemen  of  the  cai*  of 
said  city  shall,  when  on  duty,  wear  leathern  caps,  in  the 
form  heretofore  used ;  and  the  said  caps  (except  those  worn 
by  the  floating  engine  fire  company)  shall  be  painted  and 
distinguished  in  the  manner  following,  viz :  the  foreman  of 
each  of  the  fire-engine  companies  (except  the  floating  en- 
gme  company)  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  a 
white  frontispiece,  and  the  word  "  Foreman,"  with  the 
initials  of  his  name  and  the  number  of  his  engine  painted 
thereon,  in  black ;  and  the  firenfien  of  the  said  fire-engine 
companies  (except  as  above  excepted)  shall  wear  a  cap, 
painted  black,  with  the  initials  of  their  names  and  the 
11 
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number  of  the  engines  to  which  they  belong  painted  in  the 
front  thereof,  in  white.  The  foreman  of  each  of  the  hook 
and  ladder  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with 
a  white  frontispiece,  and  the  word  *'  Foreman,"  and  ihe 
initials  of  his  name,  and  the  number  of  the  company  to 
which  he  belongs,  and  a  hook  and  ladder  painted  thereon, 
in  black ;  and  the  members  of  the  said  hook  and  ladder 
companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  the  ini- 
tials of  their  names,  and  number  of  the  company  to  which 
they  belong,  with  a  hook  and  ladder,  painted  in  the  front 
thereof,  in  white.  And  the  foremen  of  each  of  the  fire 
hose  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  a 
white  frontispiece,  and  the  word  "  Foreman,"  and  the  ini- 
tials of  his  name,  and  the  number  of  the  company  to  which 
he  belongs,  and  a  coil  of  hose  painted  thereon,  in  black ; 
and  the  members  of  the  said  fire  hose  companies  shall  wear 
caps,  painted  black,  with  the  initials  of  their  names  and  the 
number  of  the  company  to  which  they  belong,  with  a  coil 
*of  hose  painted  thereon,  in  white.  And  the  assistants  to 
each  respective  company  shall  wear  caps,  painted  in  the 
same  manner  as  that  of  foreman  of  the  company,  with  the 
word  "  Assistant,"- in  lieu  of  the  word  foreman.  And 
ftirther,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to 
report  to  the  Common  Council  the  name  of  every  person 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  foregoing 
requisitions;  which  said  person  shall  thereupon  be  removed 
and  displaced  from  his  station. 

tnd^^'ASrt-  XIV.  And  be  it  further  ardainedj  That  the  names  and 
wi?deiuif  "^°  places  of  abode  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
B^i^JJiI^e^**  Engineers,  Fire  Wardens,  and  foremen  of  the  respective 
or  flrw  bj  companies,  and  bell-ringers,  shall  annually,  in  the  month 
men.  of  December,  be  printed  and  set  up  in  the  several  watch- 

houses  in  this  city,  by  the  City  Inspector ;  aqd  whenever 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIBE  DEPARTMENT.  163 

any  fire  may  happen  in  the  night,  the  watchmen  shall  im- 
mediately give  notice  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Cooncil,  Engineers,  Fire  Wardens,  foremen,  and  bell- 
lingers  within  their  respective  watch  districts ;  and  it  shall, 
moreover,  be  the  duty  of  every  watchman,  upon  the  break- 
ing out  of  any  fire,  to  alarm  the  citizens,  by  crying  fire,  and 
mentioning  the  street  where  it  may  be,  so  that  the  firemen 
and  citizens  may  thereby  be  generally  directed  where  to 
repair,  and  if  any  watchman  shall  neglect  so  to  do,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  dollar.  And  if  it  shall  hap- 
pen that  a  chimney  only  shall  be  on  fire,  either  by  day  or 
night,  the  fire-bell  at  the  City  Hall,  and  the  bells  of  the 
several  churches  in  this  city,  shall  not  be  rung;  but  only 
on  occasions  where  a  building  shall  be  proclaimed  to  be  on 
fire.  And  it  is  enjoined  on  the  occupants  to  place  a  light- 
ed candle  at  the  windows  of  their  respective  buildings, 
when  fire  may  happen  at  night,  in  order  that  citizens  may 
I  along  the  streets  with  the  greater  safety. 


XV.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  ooMUbic* 
of  the  constables  and  marshals  of  this  city  to  repair,  imme-*o  attend 
diately  on  the  alarm  of  fire,  with  their  staves  of  oflBce,  to 
the  place  where  such  fire  maybe;  and  there  assemble,  and 
attend  to  and  obey  such  orders  as  may  be  given  them  by 
the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or  any  of  the  Aldermen  or  Assistant 
Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  for  the  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic peace,  and  the  removal  of  all  idle  and  suspected  persons, 
or  others  not  actually  and  usefully  employed  in  aiding  the 
extinguishment  of  such  fire,  or  in  the  preservation  of  pro- 
perty in  the  vicinity  thereof.  And  if  any  constable  or 
marshal  shall  not  attend  at  such  fire,  or  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  obey  any  orders  that  may  be  given  him  as  afore- 
said, he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for 
each  ofifense. 
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veasetenot      XVI.  And  be.  it  further  ordained^  That  no  boat  or  vessel 

to    obstruct 

floating  en-  of  any  kind,  raft,  or  any  other  obstruction,  shall  be  placed 
in  the  river  so  as  to  impede  or  obstruct  the  removal  of  the 
floating  engines,  and  that  every  person  who  shall  be  guilty 
of  placing  any  obstruction  in  front  of  the  said  floating  en- 
gines as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars. 

Of  buckeia.  XVII.  And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  owner  or  oc- 
cupant of  every  dwelling-house  within  the  city,. having 
less  than  three  fire-places,  shall  provide  one  leathern  buck- 
et ;  and  having  three  fire-places,  and  less  than  six,  two 
leathern  buckets ;  and  having  six  fire-places,  and  less  than 
nine,  four  leathern  buckets ;  and  having  nine  fire-places  and 
upwards,  six  leathern  buckets  ;  to  be  marked  with  at  least 
the  initial  letters  of  the  owner's  name,  with  the  number  of 
the  house  to  which  it  belongs,  and  the  name  of  the  street 
in  which  such  house  is  situate.  And  the  owner  or  occu- 
pant of  every  brew-house,  distillery,  sugar-house,  soap  and 
candle  manufactory,  and  ship-chandlery  store  shall  pro- 
vide nine  leathern  buckets ;  and  the  owner  or  occupant  of 
every  bake-house  and  air-furnace  shall  provide  six  leathern 
buckets  over  and  above  the  buckets  to  be  provided  for 
their  respective  dwelling-houses  aforesaid  ;  each  of  which 
aforesaid  leathern  buckets  shall  be  capable  of  containing 
two  gallons  and  a  half  of  water,  and  shall  be  suspended  in 
some  convenient  place,  ready  to  be  delivered  and  used  for 
extinguishing  fires,  when  any  shall  occur.  And  further, 
that  all  such  leathern  buckets  as  aforesaid  shall  be  fur- 
nished and  provided  by  the  persons  inhabiting  or  occupy- 
ing such  houses  and  buildings  respectively  as  aforesaid,  at 
the  expense  of  the  owner  ;  and  if  such  inhabitant  or  occu- 
pant be  a  tenant,  the  price  of  such  leathern  bucket  shall 
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be  allowed  and  deducted  out  of  the  rent,  unless  there  be  a 
special  agreement  between  the  parties  to  the  contrary. 
And  in  case  of  any  neglect  in  any  of  the  matters  herein  be-  ^^omuj. 
fore  mentioned,  the  person  offending  shall,  for  every  month 
he  or  she  shall  so  neglect,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  for  each  leathern  bucket  deficient.  And  every 
inhabitant  or  occupant  who  shall  refuse  to  deliver,  on  the 
alarm  of  fire,  such  leathern  bucket  or  buckets  belonging  to 
such  house  or  building  which  they  may  occupy,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  fifty  cents  for  each  bucket  so  detained  and  re- 
fused to  be  delivered.  It  shall,  nevertheless,  be  optional 
with  any  owner  of  a  dwelling-house  as  aforesaid,  to  sur- 
render and  deliver  over  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commonalty  of  this  city,  such  number  of  leathern  buckets 
not  exceeding  one  half  of  the  whole  number  such  dwelling- 
house  is  required  to  have ;  which  buckets,  when  surrender- 
ed and  delivered  over  to  whomsoever  the  Common  Council 
shall  direct,  shall  become  public  buckets;  and  shall  be 
deposited  in  such  suitable  place  or  places,  in  each  ward,  as 
they  shall  direct,  and  for  which  the  owner  of  every  such 
dwelling-house  shall  receive  a  certificate,  from  the  City 
Inspector,  exempting  such  dwelling-house,  thereafter,  from 
60  many  leathern  buckets  as  shall  be  so  surrendered  and 
deUvered  over ;  and  the  same  shall  also  be  registered  in  a 
book,  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose,  by  the  City  Inspector. 
And  if  any  person  shall  detain  any  leathern  bucket  or 
buckets  which  shall  have  been  provided  or  used  at  any  fire 
as  aforesaid,  from  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  above 
twenty-four  hours,  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
every  leathern  bucket  so  detained,  the  sum  of  four  dollars. 

XVm.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That'  if  any  chimney,  .  ^%^ 
stove-pipe,  or  flue,  within  this  city,  shall  take  fire,  through  ""^  ^ 
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neglect  of  being  properly  swept  and  cleansed,  the  occu- 
pant of  the  house  to  which  such  chimney  appertains,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

^^Oi^^^^,  XIX.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  all  carpenters, 
tbaTiDgs.  i^^j  others  using  any  trade  by  which  shavings  are  made, 
shall,  respectively,  at  the  close  of  each  day,  on  leaving  off 
work,  cause  the  same  to  be  securely  stowed  in  some  safe 
place,  remote  from  danger  by  means  of  fire,  under  the 
penalty  of  five  dollars. 

^jJ>^*^«o  XX.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  kindle  any  fire  in  any  street,  road,  or  lane,  or 
on  any  wharf  (except  for  the  purpose  of  boiling  tar,  which 
fire  shall  not  be  more  than  six  feet  from  the  end  of  the 
wharf),  in  this  city,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  often  dollars  for  every  such  offense. 

Hay  and  XXI.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  if  any  person  or 
to  be  piaixjd.  persons  shall  have,  or  put,  or  keep  any  hay  or  straw,  un- 
covered, in  any  stack  or  pile,  or  in  any  way  exposed,  with- 
in one  hundred  yards  of  any  building,  to  the  southward  of 
a  line  commencing  at  the  Hudson  River,  and  running  troxn 
thence  through  Fitzroy  road,  Greenwich  lane.  Art  street, 
and  the  Bowery,  to  Stanton  street ;  and  from  thence  through 
Stanton  street  to  the  East  River ;  or  shall  have,  put,  or 
keep  to  the  southward  of  the  said  line,  any  hay,  straw, 
hemp,  flax,  shavings,  or  rushes,  in  any  building  not  built  of 
stone  or  brick,  and  covered  with  tile  or  slate,  which  is,  or 
shall  be,  within  ten  feet  of  any  dwelling-house  or  chimney 
whatsoever,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay^  for 
every  such  offense,  twenty-five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum 
of  ten  dollars  for  every  twenty-four  hours  the  same  shall 
so  remain,  after  notice  being  given,  in  writing,  to  the  owner 
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or  person  having  charge  thereof,  by  any  Fire  Warden,  to 
remove  the  same. 

XXn.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  if  any  owner  or       ouidies, 

*^  ,  bow    .to    be 

occupant  of  any  stable  within  this  city,  or  any  person  in  ^J^  *°  «*»• 
tiie  employment  of  such  owner  or  occupant,  shall  use  there- 
in any  lighted  candle  or  lamp,  except  the  same  shall  be 
securely  kept  vnthin  a  lantern,  every  such  person  shall  for- 
feit and  pay,  for  every  such  offense,  ten  dollars. 

XXm.  And  be  it  further  ardainedy  That  all  the  fines,  pen-     Pen«itte«, 

,  "■•  how    appro* 

alties,  and  forfeitures,  imposed  by  this  law,  for  not  attend-  p^^ted- 
ing  fires,  and  for  not  attending  at  the  meetings  for  washing 
the  fire-engines  and  exercising  the  men,  shall,  when  re- 
ceived^)e  paid  to  the  treasurers  of  the  respective  compa- 
nies aflPesaid,  in  which  the  delinquencies  may  happen,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  said  companies ;  and  all  the  other 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  imposed  by  this  law,  shall, 
when  recovered,  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  "Fire  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  New  York,"  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  said  Fire  Department.  And  further,  that  the  Chief 
Engineer  shall,  annually,  on  the  second  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber, in  each  year,  report  to  the  Common  Council  the  amount 
of  the  sums  which  may  be  received  as  aforesaid,  by  the 
said  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the 
application  thereof. 

XXIV .  And  be  it  further  ordainedy  That  it  shall  be  lawful  PeDattiet, 
for  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  for  eS!*  "^'®'" 
tiie  respective  companies  before  mentioned,  or  persons  duly 
authorized  by  tiiem,  to  receive,  sue  for,  and  recover,  in  the 
name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  all  the  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  here- 
by imposed,  which  may  be  appropriated  for  their  respec- 
tive uses  as  afiMresaid. 
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itechineror  J^cob  Smith,  junior,  having  made  application  respecting 
SSlJJ^in,.  a  machine  for  throwing  down  chimneys  in  case  of  fire,  the 
^S^dused.  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject,  reported 
that  they  had  examined  the  machine,  were  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  answer  a  good  purpose,  and,  as  the  expense 
would  be  trifling,  they  directed  the  Superintendent  of  Re- 
pairs to  provide  one. 

Which  report  was  approved. 

(Vol.  34,  page  261,  P.  C.  C,  MSS.) 

J.  Smith       On  the  19th  of  April,  1819,  the  same  subject  being  before 

toV^^sS^'Sn-  the  Committee,  they  presented  a  report  in  favor  of  paying 

ding  of  such  Jacob  Smith,  Jr.,  for  his  services  in  superintending  the  said 

machine.     The  resolution  appended  to  said  repo^l reads: 

."  Resolved^  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  herebj 
requested  to  prepare  a  warrant  in  favor  of  Jacob  Smith,  Jr., 
for  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars." 

Which  was  approved,  and  the  Comptroller  directed  to 
report  a  warrant  accordingly. 

(Vol.  37,  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  pages  427^.) 

The  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department,  March  Hi 
1818,  presented  a  report  concluding  with  the  following 
resolution : 

Fire  limits  "  Resolvedj  That  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature, 
•d.  ~  °  '  at  their  present  session,  to  extend  the  limits  against  the 
erection  of  wooden  buildings,  so  as  to  commence  at  the 
East  river,  at  the  foot  of  Montgomery  street ;  up  Mont- 
gomery to  Cherry ;  thence  through  Cherry  to  Clinton ; 
thence  up  Clinton  to  Harman ;  thence  through  Harman  to 
Catharine ;  through  Catharine  to  Chatham ;  thence  down 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT.  169 

Chatham  to  Pearl ;  thence  through  Pearl  to  Elm ;  thence 
through  Elm  to  Walker;  thence  through  Walker  to  Beach ; 
thence  through  Beach  to  the  Hudson  river ;  including,  also, 
the  lots  of  ground  fronting  on  both  sides  of  said  streets 
through  which  the  above-mentioned  line  runs,  and  includ- 
ing also  the  lots  of  ground  fronting  on  both  sides  of  Broad-  . 
way,  up  to  Art  street ;  and  that  the  Counsel  present  a  bill 
for  that  purpose,  agreeable  to  the  present  law,  to  the  Legis- 
lature." 

Which  report  was  approved,  and  the  Counsel,  agreeably 
to  the  request  of  the  Committee,  presented  a  memorial  to 
the  Legislature,  and  the  draft  of  a  law  entitled  <<  An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires 
m  thet^ity  of  New  York." 

Which  was  approved,  and  directed  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  Legislature. 

(Vol.  35,  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  pages  28-9.) 

This  law,  though  transmitted  to  the  Legislature,  was  never 
enacted. 

In  consequence  of  a  signal  neglect  (it  not  being  an  ex-   watchmenj 
press  duty)  of  the  sextons  of  the  various  churches  in  ring-  nre.tonoiifjr 
ing  the  bells  at  a  fire  that  occurred  on  the  morning  of  the  churcbes. 
19th  of  August,  1818,  and  a  large  number  of  the  firemen 
thereby  not  being  alarmed,  the  following  recommendation 
was  approved  on  the  24th  of  August,  viz.:   "That  it  be 
made  a  duty  of  the  watchmen,  at  the  cry  of  fire,  immedi- 
ately to  alarm  the  sextons  of  the  difl^rent  churches  in  the 
city."     The  churches  having  given  instructions  to  the  sex- 
tons to  ring  an  alarm  on  being  notified.     (Vol.  36  P.  C.  Cv 
MSS.,  p.  107.) 
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Law  reia.     On  the  27th  of  December,  1819,  the  Committee  on  the 

tlve  to  Are 

backeta  re-  Fire  Department  reported,  that  as  the  fire  buckets  were 
rapidly  being  superseded  by  the  use  of  hose,  they  submitted 
the  following  ordinance : 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  rftkt 
City  of  New  York^  in  Common  Council  convened: 

That  BO  much  of  the  law  for  preventing  and  extinguish- 
ing fires,  passed  the  5th  day  of  May,  1817,  as  relates  to 
fire-buckets,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Which  was  approved,  and  the  ordinance  read  and  passed. 

(Vol.  39  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  325.) 

satarjr  of     Thc  Salary  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  which,  prior  to  the 
»»«»•  28th  day  of  February,  1820,  had  been  eight  hundred  dol- 

lars per  annum,  was  on  that  day  reduced  to  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum.  (Vol.  40  P.  C.  C,  MSS., 
page  103.) 

Upon  petition  reported  on  the  29th  of  May,  1820,  the 
following  resolution  was  passed : 

Firemen  to      "  Resolved.  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Board  be,  and  he  ifl 

receive   cer- 

JJIJ^  ^  hereby  authorized  to  give  a  certificate  to  such  firemen  as 
may  apply,  and  provide  sufficient  testimony  that  they,  the 
said  firemen,  have  served  the  time  required  by  law." 

Which  was  approved,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

(Vol.  41  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  40.) 

On  the  5th  day  of  June,  1820,  the  Special  Committee, 

to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  appointing  Heaith 

Wardens,  under  the  act  of  the  14th  day  of  April,  1820, 

reported  the  following  resolutions : 

wardew?^**'     Bcsolvedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  appoint  Health  Wardens. 
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Resolved^  That  the  Fire  Wardens  of  the  city  be  clothed    Krewwd- 

''  eoa toad  as 

with  authority  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Health  Wardens,  g^^  war- 
iinder«the  act  of  the  14th  April  last,  and  that  they  be 
placed  for  that  purpose,  under  the  direction  and  control  of 
the  Board  of  Health. 


Resolvedy  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  be  directed  to  p^^^,,^. 
prepare  an  ordinance  in  conformity  to  the  above  resolu-  "■"**** 
tions. 

Which  was  approved,  and  the  resolutions  adopted. 

(Vol.  41  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  pages  70-1.) 

On  a  communication  from  the  Chief  Eninneer,  stating  oierk  to 
that  mistakes  sometimes  occurred  in  the  returns  of  the  ^}J^ 
names  of  persons  to  be  appointed  as  Fire  Wardens  and 
firemen,  by  omitting  a  letter,  &c«,  to  the  name,  which  was 
immaterial,  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  was  author- 
ized to  correct  such  mistakes  on  the  minutes.  (Vol.  41  P.  C. 
C,  pp.  319^20.) 
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A  LAW  for  preventing  and  extinguishing  fire$. 

Passed  December  26,  1820. 

Beit  ordained  by  theMayoTy  Aldermenj  and  Commonalty  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened: 

partraOTt,^  That  the  Fire  Department  of  the  said  City  shall  consist 
wijomtocon.  ^f  ^  Chief  Engineer,  who  shall  have  an  annual  salary  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  payable  quarterly,  and  as  many  other 
engineers,  fire  wardens,  fire-enginemen,  hosemen,  and  hook- 
and-laddermen,  as  are  or  may,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
said  Common  Council,  be  duly  appointed;  and  who  shall 
be  respectively  distinguished  by  the  several  appellations 
aforesaid. 


noer,  hia  da* 


^ief  Engi-  II.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Chief  Engineer 
shall  in  all  cases  of  fire,  have  the  sole  and  absolute  con- 
trol and  command  over  all  the  engineers  and  other  persons 
of  the  Fire  Department ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  Chief  Engineer  to  direct  the  other  engineers  to  take 
proper  measures  that  the  several  fire-engines  be  arranged 
in  the  most  advantageous  situations,  and  be  duly  worked 
for  the  effectually  extinguishing  of  fires.  And  it  shall, 
moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Chief  Engineer  to  examine, 
twice  in  every  year,  into  the  condition  and  number  of  the 
fire-engines,  fire-buckets,  and  other  fire  apparatus,  and  fire- 
engine  houses  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  and  report  the 
same  once  a  year  to  the  Common  Council,  together  with 
the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  and 
the  respective  associations  to  which  they  belong ;  which 
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shall  be  published  in  the  month  of  June,  in  every  year,  by 
the  City  Inspector,  in  the  newspapers  employed  by  the 
Common  Council.  And  whenever  any  of  the  said  fire-en- 
gines and  other  fire  apparatus  shall  require  to  be  repaired, 
the  Chief  Engineer,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  well  and 
sufficiently  done.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of 
the  Chief  Engineer  to  report,  in  writing,  all  accidents  by  fire 
that  may  happen  in  this  city,  vnth  the  causes  thereof,  as 
well  as  can  be  ascertained,  and  the  number  and  description 
of  the  buildings  destroyed  or  injured,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  owners  and  occupants,  to  the  City  Inspector, 
who  shall  keep  a  faithful  register  of  the  same. 

in.  And  he  it  further  ordcdnedj  That  so  many  of  the  free-  Fire  ward- 
holders  or  freemen  of  the  said  city  as  the  Common  Coun-  ported. 
dl  thereof  may  deem  proper,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be 
appointed  in  each  of  the  wards  of  the  said  city,  to  be  de- 
nominated Fire  Wardens  ;  each  of  whom  shall  be  assigned 
and  attached  by  the  Mayor  of  the  said  city,  to  such  com- 
pany of  firemen,  having  charge  of  a  fire-engine,  as  he  may 
think  proper  ;  and  shall  report  himself  to  the  Chief  or  other 
engineer,  at  every  fire.  And  each  Fire  Warden  shall  have 
a  certificate,  under  the  seal  of  the  Mayoralty,  setting  forth 
his  appointment  as  a  Fire  Warden,  and  the  company  of 
firemen  to  which  he  may  be  attached. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  Fire  Wardens  of   ib  be  din- 
each  ward  shall  form  a  separate  company  ;    and  that  each  punes,  and 
of  the  said  companies  shall  and  may  choose,  out  of  their  jg^  "p**^ 
own  number,  a  foreman  and  clerk,  in  such  manner  and  at 
inch  times  as  they  may  think  proper ;   and  each  company 
may  make  rules  regulating  the  time  and  manner  of  con- 
ducting their  elections,  and  imposing  such  fines  upon  the 
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members  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  best  secure  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  both  at 
fires,  and  visiting  the  buildings,  and  in  other  duties  in  their 
several  districts ;  and  disobedience  to  such  rules  shall  be 
reported  by  each  company  to  the  Common  Council,  and 
shall  subject  the  Fire  Warden,  so  disobeying,  to  removal 
by  the  Common  Coimcil. 

iiow*flited*'  ^'  ^^  ^  ^  further  ordained^  That  whenever  a  vacancy 
shall  happen  in  any  of  the  said  companies,  tjie  company 
where  the  same  shall  happen,  may  recommend,  through  the 
Chief  Engineer,  to  the  Common  Council,  for  approbation, 
a  suitable  person  to  fill  such  vacancy ;  but  none  other  than 
those  who  have  been  firemen  for  at  least  five  years  shall 
be  so  recommended. 

F!reWard«M      VI.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  said  Wardens, 

Bubioct       to 

^\hr^  when  attending  fires,  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of 
^^^-  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  the  other  engineers  of  the  Fire 
Department. 
Duty  tf  Vn.  And  he  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  immediately  on  the  alarm  of 
fire,  to  repair  to  the  place  where  it  may  be,  and  aid  and 
assist  in  procuring  supplies  of  water  to  the  fire-engines  to 
which  they  shall  respectively  be  assigned  and  attached,  and 
to  such  other  fire-engines  as  the  Chief  Engineer  or  other 
engineer  may  direct  them  to  attend.  It  shall  also  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  to  prevent  the  hose  firom 
being  trodden  on,  and  to  keep  all  idle  and  suspected  per- 
sons at  a  proper  distance  from  the  fire,  and  from  the  vicin- 
ity, and  the  citizens  are  hereby  enjoined  to  comply  with 
the  orders  and  directions  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  ia  the 
premises. 

Vm.  And  he  it  further  ordained^    That  each  of  the  said 
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companies  shall  divide  their  ward  into  districts,  and  that  ^  ^^^ 
the  foreman  of  the  company  shall  attach  one  or  more  of  [^^^Jj^ 
the  members  of  the  said  company  to  each  of  the  said  difr- 
tricts,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  visitation  and  exami- 
nation directed  in  the  next  following  section ;  who  shall 
keep  a  record  of  the  names  of  the  occupants  of  the  houses, 
and  the  number  of  the  same,  wherein  they  shall  observe 
any  violations  of  this  law,  or  of  the  act  for  the  more  effec- 
tnal  prevention  of  fires,  and  annually,  in  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary, exhibit  a  transcript  of  the  same  to  their  foreman,  and 
the  said  foreman  shall  report  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  in  the 
month  of  June,  annually,  the  name,  residence,  and  occupation 
of  each  of  the  wardens  of  his  company ;  and  to  the  Common 
Council  all  neglects  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  wardens  of 
his  company  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  this  section, 
and  every  warden,  so  neglecting  his  duty,  shall  be  removed 
from  his  office* 

IX.  And  be  k  further  ardainedj  That  it  shall  be  the  duty      wardwis 

^  ^   to    examine 

of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  twice  in  every  year,  namely,  in  ^^  *^^ 
the  months  of  June  and  December,  and  as  much  oftener  as  ^'^««"«»» 
they  may  think  proper,  to  examine  the  dwelling-houses 
and  other  buildings  in  their  respective  wards,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  all  violations  of  the  act  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
also  to  examine  the  fire-places,  hearths,  chimneys,  stoves 
and  the  pipes  thereto,  ovens,  boilers,  kettles,  and  also  all 
chemical  apparatus  which,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  danger- 
ous in  causing  or  promoting  fires,  and  also  the  places  where 
ashes  maybe  deposited ;  and,  upon  finding  any  of  them  defec- 
tive or  dangerous,  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall  direct  the 
owner  or  occupant,  either  by  a  printed  or  written  notice,  to 
alter,  remove,  or  amend  the  same,  in  such  manner,  and  within 
anch  reasonable  time  as  they,  or  either  of  them,  may  judge  ne- 
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cessary ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do,  the  party 
offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, and  for  every  day  after  the  time  allotted  as  aforesaid 
to  alter,  remove,  or  amend  the  same,  in  conformity  with 
the  directions  aforesaid,  the  party  so  offending  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  further  sum  of  five  dollars.    And  all  the  ex- 
penses of  any  removal,  alteration,  or  amendment,  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  paid,  in  the  first  instance  by  the  occupant, 
but  sjiall  be  chargeable  against  the  owner  of  such  dwelling- 
house  or  other  building,  and  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
rent  of  the  same,  unless  such  expense  be  rendered  necessary 
by  the  act  or  default  of  such  occupant,  or  unless  there  be 
a  special  agreement  to  the  contrary  between  the  parties. 
And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the  Fire  Wardens, 
or  either  of  them,  at  such  time  as  aforesaid,  to  enter  into 
and  examine  all  buildings,  livery  and  other  stables,  hay- 
boats,  or  vessels,  and  places  where  any  gunpowder,  hemp, 
flax,  tow,  hay,  rushes,  fire-wood,  boards,  shingles,  shav- 
ings, or  other  combustible  materials  may  be  lodged,  and 
give  such  directions,  in  writing,  in  the  premises,  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  by  them  or  him,  relative  to  the  removal 
thereof;  and  in  case  of  neglect,  or  refusal  on  the  part  of 
the  possessor  of  such   combustible  materials,  or   any  of 
them,  to  remove  or  secure  the  same  within  the  time  and 
in  the  manner  directed  by  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  or  either 
of  them,  the  party  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  five  dollars 
for  every  day's  neglect  to  remove  the  same  after  being  so 
notified. 

Reports  to      X.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  duties  prescribed 

ibo  toreSien.  by  the  forcgoiug  section  of  this  ordinance  shall  be  performed 

in  each  district  by  the  warden  or  wardens  attached  to  such 

district  who  shall  make  an  immediate  report  to  the  fore- 
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many  who  shall  record  the  same  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for 
that  pmrpose,  of  all  persons  neglecting  or  refusing  to  com- 
ply with  the  orders  and  directions  aforesaid,  together  with 
the  circumstances  of  each  case ;  and  shall  also  make  report 
whether  any,  and  what,  cases  of  violations  of  the  laws  of 
this  State,  prohibiting  the  construction  of  wooden  buildings, 
within  certain  limits  in  this  city,  have  come  to  his  know- 
ledge ;  and  in  case  of  any  violation  of  such  law,  he  shall 
particularly  report  the  names  of  the  owner  or  owners  of 
the  building,  and  of  the  master  builder,  and  the  particular 
circumstances  of  each  case ;  and  in  case  of  neglecting  to 
report  as  aforesaid,  such  warden  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars.  But  it  is  hereby  expressly  declared, 
that  the  foreman  or  any  of  the  wardens  of  the  ward,  may 
give  such  orders  and  directions  as  are  above  authorized  and 
directed  in  and  by  the  ninth  section  of  this  law,  in  case 
the  same  shall  not  be  given  by  the  warden  of  the  district 
where  the  danger  exists  or  is  apprehended. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That-the  firemen  shall  oe  Firomea 
divided  into  companies,  to  consist  of  as  many  members  as 
the  Common  Council  shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct,  to  at- 
tend to  the  fire-engines,  hose- wagons,  and  hooks  and  ladders 
belonging,  or  that  may  hereafter  belong,  to  the  Corporation 
of  this  city,  or  such  hose-wagons  and  hooks  and  ladders  as 
the  Conunon  Council  shall  ditect ;  and  that  each  of  the 
said  companies  shall  and  may  choose,  out  of  their  own 
number,  a  forem&n,  assistant,  and  clerk,  in  such  manner 
and  at  such  times  as  they  may  think  proper.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  firemen,  as  often  as  any  fire  shall 
break  out  in  the  said  city,  to  repair,  inunediately  upon  the 
alarm  thereof,  to  their  respective  engines,  hose-wagons, 
hooks  and  ladders,  and  convey  them  to,  or  near  the  place 
where  such  fire  shall  happen,  and  there,  in  conformity 
12 
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with  the  directions  given  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  or  otiier 
engineers,  shall  work  and  manage  the  said  engines,  or  ap- 
paratus and  implements,  with  all  their  skill  and  power; 
and  when  the  fire  is  extinguished,  shall  not  remove  there- 
from but  by  the  permission  of  an  engineer ;  when  they 
shall  return  their  respective  hose-wagons,  hooks  and  lad- 
ders, engines  and  apparatus,  well  washed  and  cleansed,  to 
their  several  places  of  deposit.     And  for  the  more  effectu- 
ally perfecting  the  firemen  in  their  duty,  and  keeping  and 
preserving  the  said  fire-engines  and  other  implements  and 
apparatus  from  decay,  the  said  firemen  shall,  in  the  months 
of  May,   June,   July,   August,   September,  October,  and 
November,  draw  out  the  said  fire-engines  and  other  imple- 
ments, in  order  to  wash  and  cleanse  them,  and  to  exercise 
the  men ;  and  if  any  fireman  shall  neglect  the  said  duty, 
he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  smn  of  one  dollar  for  every 
default ;  and  if  he  shall  neglect  to  attend  at  any  fire  as 
aforesaid,  or  leave  his  fire-engine  or  other  apparatus  while 
a#  any  fire,  without  permission,  or  shall  neglect  to  per- 
form his  duty  on  such  occasion,  without  reasonable  excuse, 
he  shall,  for  every  default,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  three 
dollars ;  and  if  any  fireman  shall  neglect  to  do  his  duty  as 
such,  in  attending  at  fires,  or  in  any  washing,  exercising, 
managing,  trjring,  or  using  the  said  fire-engine,  or  other 
implements  or  apparatus  provided  for  extinguishing  fires, 
every  such  person  shall,  besides  the  fines  and  penalties 
aforesaid,  be  removed  and  displaced  from  .his  station.    And 
whenever  any  fireman  is  appointed  to  supply  any  vacancy 
in  any  company  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  call  on 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  procure  a  cer- 
tificate, within  one  month  from  the  date  of  his  ap{H>int- 
ment,  specifying  the  name  and  number  of  the  company  to 
which  such  fireman  shall  be  elected.    And  any  firemaa 
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re-elected,  shall  obtain  a  new  certificate  as  aforesaid.  And 
it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  certify,  on 
every  return,  whether  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  company. 

Xn.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  in  order  that  the  ^ow  Aider- 

*^  men  I  AMtot- 

members  of  the  Common   Council,  Engineers,  and  Fire  ^j  ^* 
Wardens  may  be  more  readily  distinguished  at  fires,  the  ^^nv^ 
Mayor, 'Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Assistants,  shall  severally  2J**°«"*^" 
bear,  on  those  occasions,  a  wand  with  a  gilded  flame  on 
the  top ;  and  each  of  the  engineers  shall  wear  a  leathern 
cap,  painted  white,  with  a  gilded  front  thereto,  and  a  fire- 
engine  blazoned  thereon,  and  shall  also  carry  a  speaking 
trumpet,  painted  black,  with  the  words  "  Chief  Engineer," 
"Engineer  No.  1,"  &c.,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  white, 
which  shall  also  be  painted  on  their  caps  respectively ; 
and  each  of  the  Fire  Wardens  shall  wear  a  hat,  the  brim 
black,   the    crown    painted  white,  with  the   city  arms 
blazoned  on  the  front,  and  shall .  also  carry  a  speaking- 
trumpet,   painted  white, .  with  the   word  "  Warden,"  in 
black,  painted  thereon. 

Xni.  And  he  it  further  ordained^  That  the  firemen  of  the  OM»onir». 
said  city  shall,  when  on  duty,  wear  leathern  caps,  in  the 
form  heretofore  used;  and  the  said  caps  shall  be  painted 
and  distinguished  in  the  manner  following,  viz :  the  foreman 
of  each  of  the  fire-engine  companies  shall  wear  a  cap, 
painted  black,  with  a  white  frontispiece,  and  the  word 
*'  Foreman,"  with  the  initials  of  his  name  and  the  num- 
ber of  his  engine  painted  thereon,  in  black;  the  fire- 
men of  the  said  fire-engine  companies,  shall  wear  a  cap, 
painted  black,  with  the  initials  of  their  names  and  the 
number  of  the  engines  to  which  they  belong,  painted  in  the 
front  thereof,  in  white.  The  foreman  of  each  of  the  hook 
and  ladder  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with 
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a  white  frontispiece,  and  the  word  "  Foreman,"  and  the 
initials  of  his  name,  and  the  number  of  the  company  to 
which  he  belongs,  and  a  hook  and  ladder  pamted  thereon, 
in  black ;  and  the  members  of  the  said  hook  and  ladder 
companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  the  ini- 
tials of  their  names  and  the  number  of  the  company  to 
which  they  belong,  with  a  hook  and  ladder  painted  in  front 
thereof,  in  white.  And  the  foreman  of  each  of  the  fire 
hose  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  a 
white  frontispiece,  and  the  word  "  Foreman,"  and  the  ini- 
tials of  his  name  and  the  number  of  the  company  to  which 
he  belongs,  and  a  coil  of  hose  painted  thereon,  in  black ; 
and  the  members  of  the  said  fire  hose  companies  shall  wear 
caps,  painted  black,  with  the  initials  of  their  names  and  the 
number  of  the  company  to  which  they  belong,  with  a  coil 
of  hose  painted  thereon,  in  white.  And  the  assistants  to 
each  respective  company  shall  wear  caps,  painted  in  the 
same  manner  as  that  of 'the  foreman  of  the  company,  with 
the  word  "  Assistant,"  in  lieu  of  the  word  foreman.  And 
further,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to 
report  to  the  Common  Council  the  name  of  every  person 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  foregoing 
requisitions ;  which  said  person  shall  thereupon  be  removed 
and  displaced  from  his  station. 

AMennen      XTV.  And  be  U  further  ordained.  That  the  names  and 
wirton/"^*'  places  of  abode  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
B^imn^lS'*  Engineers,  Fire  Wardens,  and  foremen  of  the  respective 
^^^flr'Sf'^b?  companies,  and  bell-ringers,  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of 
mn.  ^*    '  June,  be  printed  and  set  up  in  the  several  watch-houses 
of  this  city,  by  the  City  Inspector ;   and  whenever  any 
fire  may  happen  in  the  night,  the  watchmen  shall  immedi- 
ately give  notice  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  Engineers,  P^e  Wardens,  foremen,  and  bell-ring- 
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fn  within  their  respective  watch  districts ;  and  it  shall, 
moreoyer,  be  the  duty  of  every  watchman,  upon  the  break- 
ing out  of  any  fire,  to  alarm  the  citizens,  by  crying  fire,  and 
mentioning  the  street  where  it  may  be,  so  that  the  firemen 
and  citizens  may  thereby  be  generally  directed  where  to 
repair,  and  if  any  watchman  shall  neglect  so  to  do,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  dollar.  And  if  it  shall  hap- 
pen that  a  chimney  only  shall  be  on  fire,  either  by  day  or 
by  night,  the  fire-bell  at  the  City  Hall,  and  the  bells  of  the 
several  churches  in  the  city,  shall  not  be  rung ;  but  only  on 
occasions  when  a  building  shall  be  proclaimed  to  be  on  fire. 
And  it  is  enjoined  on  the  occupants  to  place  a  lighted 
candle  at  the  windows  of  their  respective  buUdings  when 
fire  may  happen  at  night,  in  order  that  the  citizens  may 
pass  along  the  streets  with  the  greater  safety. 

XV.  And  be  k  further  ordained j  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  omsuwet 
of  the  constables  and  marshals  of  this  city  to  repiair,  imme-  ^^^ 
diately,  on  the  alarm  of  fire,  with  their  staves  of  office,  to 
the  place  where  such  fire  may  be  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  constables  then  and  there  to  report  themselves  to 
the  high  constable ;  and  of  the  marshals,  then  and  there  to 
r^ort  themselves  to  the  first  marshal ;  and  to  conform  to 
such  orders  as  may  be  given  them  by  the  Mayor,  Recorder, 
or  any  of  the  Aldermen  or  Assistant  Aldermen  of  the  said 
<aty,  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the  re- 
moval of  all  idle  and  suspected  persons,  and  others  not  ac- 
tually or  usefully  employed  in  aiding  the  extinguishment 
of  such  fire  or  in  the  preservation  of  property  in  the  vi- 
cinity thereof.  And  if  any  constable  or  marshal  shall  not 
attend  at  such  fires,  or  shall  neglect  so  to  report  himself,  or 
to  obey  any  orders  that  may  be  given  him  as  aforesaid,  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for  each  ofiense. 
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PttiftUyfbr      XVI.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  if  any  chimney, 
tog  on  Are.    stove  pipe,  01*  flue  within  this  city  shall  take  fire,  the  occu- 
pant of  the  house  to  which  such  chimney,  stove  pipe,  or 
flue  appertains,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  Jive  dollars^ 

cbrpetera,      XVII.  And  be  it  farther  ordained^  That  all  carpenters 
core    BhftT-  and  others  making  or  using  any  shavings,  shall  respective- 
ly, at  the  close  of  each  day,  cause  the  same  to  be  securely 
stored  in  some  safe  place,  remote  from  danger  by  means 
of  fire,  under  penalty  of  ^w  dollars. 

or  iiraiiii  XVin.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  kindle  any  fire  in  any  street,  road,  or  lane, 
or  on  any  pier  or  bulkhead  in  this  city  (except  for  the  pur- 
pose of  boiling  tar ;  which  fire  shall  not  be  more  than  six 
feet  fi^om  the  bulkhead  or  the  end  of  the  pier),  every  such 
person  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for  every 
such  ofiense. 

Hariind  XIX.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
»obe  ptooed.  SOUS  shall  havc,  put,  or  keep  any  hay  or  straw,  uncovered, 
in  any  stack  or  pile,  or  in  any  other  way  exposed,  within 
one  hundred  yards  of  any  building  to  the  southward  of 
a  line  commencing  at  the  Hudson  river,  and  running 
firom  thence  through  Fitzroy  street,  Greenwich  lane,  Art 
street,  and  the  Bowery  to  Stanton  street;  from  thence 
through  Stanton  street  to  the  East  river;  or  shall  have, 
put,  or  keep  to  the  southward  of  said  line,  any  hay,  straw, 
hemp,  flax,  shavings,  or  rushes,  in  any  building  not  built  <^ 
stone  or  brick,  and  covered  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  fire- 
proof materials,  which  is  or  shall  be  within  ten  feet  of  any 
dwelling-house  or  chimney  whatsoever,  every  such  person 
shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offense,  the  sum  of 
twenty^ve  dollars^  and  the  further  sum  of  ten  dollars  for 
every  twenty-four  hours  the  same  shall  so  remain,  after  a  . 
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printed  or  written  notice  has  been  given  to  the  owner  or 
person  having  charge  thereof,  by  any  Fire  Warden,  to  re- 
move the  same. 

XX.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  if  any  owner  or  owdtoe, 
occupant  of  any  stable  within  this  city,  or  any  person  in  jjj*  in  bu- 
the  employment  of  such  owner  or  occupant,  shall  use  therein 

any  lighted  candle  or  lamp,  except  the  siame  shall  be  securely 
kept  within  a  lantern,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and 
pay,  for  such  offense,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars, 

XXI.  And  be  ttfitrther  ordained^  That  all  the  fines,  pen-     Penaittee, 

^  how    appro* 

altie8,,and  forfeitures  imposed  by  this  law,  for  not  attend- p"^*****- 
ing  fires,  and  for  not  attending  the  meetings  for  washing 
the  fire-engines  and  for  exercising  the  men,  shall,  when 
received,  be  paid  to  the  treasurers  of  the  respective  compa- 
nies aforesaid,  in  which  the  delinquencies  may  happen,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  said  companies ;  and  that  all  the  other 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  this  law  shall, 
when  recovered,  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  "  Fire  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  New  York,"  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  said  Fire  Department.  And  further,  that  the  Chief 
Engineer  shall,  annually,  on  the  second  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber, in  each  year,  report  to  the  Common  Council  the  amount 
of  the  sums  which  may  be  received  by  the  said  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the  application  thereof. 

XXn.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  P^«;jJ{«> 
for  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  for  «»• 
the  respective  companies  aforementioned,  or  persons  duly 
authorized  by  them,  to  receive,  sue  for,  and  recover,  in  the 
name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  all  the  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures 
hereby  imposed,  which  shall  be  appropriated  for  their  re- 
spective uses  as  aforesaid. 
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iTbTd^  XXin.  And  be  itjurther  ordained^  That  no  person  shall 
wutoi^e.*'^®  elected  a  fireman  until  he  shall  have  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  fore- 
men of  the  respective  fire  companies,  when  they  report  to 
the  Chief  Engineer  the  names  of  the  persons  elected  fire- 
men, to  certify  that  the  persons  so  elected  are  at  least 
twenty-one  years  of  age. 

oertifloates.       XXIV.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the 

duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  to  furnish  the 

certificates  required  to  be  furnished  to  the  firemen,  without 

fee  or  reward. 

% 

Act  pam^      A  memorial  and  bill,  to  be  enacted  into  a  law,  entitled 

April        22,  '  .  ' 

1822.  «tAn  act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the 

city  of  New  York,"  was  approved  on  the  26th  day  of 
March,  1822  (vide  P.  C.  C,  vol.  45,  MSS.,  p.  88),  and 
directed  to  be  duly  authenticated  and  transmitted  to  the 
Legislature. 

This  bill  became  a  law  on  the  12th  day  of  April,  1822, 
and  will  be  found  under  its  appropriate  date  in  the  **  Ses- 
sion Laws." 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1822,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  laid 
before  the  Common  Council  certified  copies  of  the  afore- 
said law,  which  was  published  in  the  newspapers  employed 
by  the  Corporation. 
Amending      A  memorial  from  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
to'"  extin-^*ment,  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1822,  was  presented,  to 
iroe.    '      amend  the  law  for  preventing  and  extinguishing  fires. 

This  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  by  them  to  the  Counsel,  who  drafled  the  fol- 
lowing : 
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A  LAW  to  amend  a  law  entitled  "-4  law/or  preventing  and 
extinguishing  Jires.^^ 

Passed  10th  June,  1822. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor^  Aldermen^  and  ComtnonaJty  of 
the  City  of  New  York^  in  Common  Council  convened : 

That  whenever  the  office  of  any  of  the  engineers  of  the   vacancy  tn 

^  "^  ^  the  cfflce  of 

Fire  Department  shall  become  vacant,  it  shall  be  the  duty  ^5?^' 
of  the  engineers  of  that  department  to  nominate  five  per« 
sons  from  among  the  firemen  of  said  city,  as  suitable  per- 
sons to  supply  such  vacancy,  and  to  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  foremen  of  the  fire  companies,  and  to  require  them  to 
meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  said  engineers  shall  ap- 
point; and  that  the  said  engineers  and  foremen  shall  then 
and  there,  or  at  such  other  time  and  place  as  they  may 
appoint,  by  joint  ballot,  designate  from  the  persons  so  nomi- 
nated, the  person  whom  they  may  wish  to  fill  such  var 
cancy;  and  that  no  person  shall  be  considered  as  so  desig- 
nated who  shall  not  receive  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
which  shall  be  given. 

And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  if  more  than  one  such  va-  one  «•  mow 
cancy  shall  exist  at  the  same  time,  that  then  the  said  en-  ^"^  *"*~- 
gineers  shall,  after  the  designation  of  one  person  as  aforesaid, 
add  one  more  name  to  their  said  list,  and  the  said  engineers 
and  foremen  shall  proceed,  by  joint  ballot,  as  aforesaid,  to 
designate  from  the  said  list  one  other  person  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid.  And  for  every  such  additional  vacancy  a 
further  designation  shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner. 
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And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  the  names  of  the  persons  who 
may  be  so  designated  to  the  Common  Council,  as  being  the 
persons  designated  by  the  engineers  and  foremen  as  suita- 
ble persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Common  Council  to  fill 
such  vacancies. 

The  above  ordinance,  submitted  by  the  Council  on  the 
27th  May,  and  referred  to  the  Fire  Department,  was  re- 
ported on  the  10th  of  June,  1822,  and  passed.  (P.  C.  C, 
vol.  45ofMSS.,  p.  384.) 


_^e  ^  The  value  of  the  estate  vested  in  the  Fire  Department 
JJ^J^JteJiSk  as  public  property  in  1820,  was  seventy-two  thousand  seven 
m«it,i8ao.  l^^n^JJ.ed  and  eighty-nine  dollars. 

The  number  of  engines,  including  hook  and  ladder  com- 
panies, in  employ  in  January,  1823,  were  forty-seven,  to 
which  were  attached  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
mombers,  engineers  and  fire  wardens  not  included.  (P.  G. 
C,  vol.  47  of  MSS.,  p.  16.) 


BKtMwioii     An  extension  of  the  fire  limits  was  petitioned  for  on  the 

of  llr«  llmlta.  ^ 

4th  of  February,  1823,  which  was  referred  and  reported 
on  the  24th  of  the  same  month.  Subsequently,  by  order, 
the  Attorney  to  the  Corporation  presented,  on  the  3d  of 
March,  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  and  corresponding 
bill,  for  extending  the  said  fire  limits;  which  were  ap- 
j>roved,  directed  to  be  duly  authenticated,  and  transmitted 
to  the  Legislature.  The  result  of  which  was  the  passage 
of  the  law  of  April  9,  1823,  in  relation  to  the  above  sub^ 
ject  (vide  Laws  of  46th  Session,  Chap.  122),  which  was 
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laid,  by  his  Honor,  Mayor  Allen,  before  the  Common  Coun- 
cil on  the  14th  of  April,  1823. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1823,  the  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department  represented  that  frequent  complaints  were 
made  of  firemen  running  their  engines  on  the  sidewalks, 
and  to  prevent  the  same,  and  for  some  further  regulations, 
they  presented  an  ordinance,  which  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table.     (P.  C.  C,  vol.  47  of  MSS.,  p.  212.) 

The  ordinance  reads  as  follows : 


A  LAW  respecting  Firemen  and  Fires. 

Passed  March  3d,  1823. 

Be  it  ordained  by.  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New  York^  in  Common  Council  convent : 

^1.  That  no  fire-engine,  nor  hook  and  ladder,  nor  hose    Appvattui 

,-    .  .  .  ,  .         «  ^  not  to  bo  run 

cart,  shall,  m  going  to  or  m  returmng  from  any  fire,  or  at  any  <»  *»>«  swe- 
other  time,  be  run  or  wheeled  upon  any  of  the  sidewalks 
of  any  of  the  public  streets  of  this  city,  except  by  the 
special  order  of  one  of  the  engineers,  under  the  penalty  of 
twenty-five  dollars  for  each  offense,  to  be  recovered  in  an  Pwuutjr. 
action  of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commonalfcy  of  the  City  of  New  York,  ftpui  and  against 
any  and  every  person  aiding  or  assisting  in,  or  consenting 

to  the  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

• 

^2.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  no  fire-engine,  hook      Twodre- 
and  ladder  cart,  or  hose  cart,  shall,  during  the  existence  of  toj>«pr«»nt 

"  beforeappar- 

any  fire  in  this  city,  or  report  of  fire,  or  at  any  time,  under  ^^l^^ 
any  pretense  whatever,  be  taken  or  moved  out  of  the  **®^ 
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house,  except  the  foreman,  or  assistant  foreman,  or  at  leart 
two  of  the  firemen  belonging  to  such  company  shall  be 
Penalty,  present,  and  consent  thereto,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dol- 
lars, to  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, from  and  against  any  and  every  person  aiding  or 
assisting  in,  or  consenting  to  the  violation  of  the  provisions 
of  this  section. 

agineers,      §3.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 

*c..  to  report         y  ^  »  J 

orttajJooM**^^^  the  several  engineers,  and  every  foreman,  and  assistant 
of  any  such  company,  to  report  all  violations  of  this  ordi- 
hoiT^lteS^  ^^^^^i  ^^^  *ha*  ^^^  penalties  under  this  law  shall  be  sued 
^'  for  and  collected,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  twenty- 

second  section  of  a  law,  entitled,  "  A  law  for  preventing 
and  extinguishing  fires,"  passed  December  26th,  1820. 

The  above  ordinance  was  called  up  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1823,  and  read  by  paragraphs,  and  passed,  under  the  title 
of  "A  law  respecting  fires  and  firemen."  (P.  C.  C,  vol 
47  of  MSS.,  p.  268.) 


A  LAW  for  preventing  and  extinguishing  fires^  pas^d  hy 
the  Mayar^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  ofNao 
York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  on  the  27th  day  cf 
October,  1823. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  qftha 
City  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened : 

wre  De-      I.  That  the  Fire  Department  of  the  said  city  shall  con- 
whomtooon-  gigt  of  a  Chief  Engineer,  and  as  many  other  engineers,  fire 
wardens,  fire-enginemen,  hosemen,  and  hook  and  ladder- 
men,  as  are  or  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  by 
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the  Common  Council ;  and  who  shall  be  respectively  dis- 
tinguished by  the  several  appellations  aforesaid. 

n.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  whenever  any  office      how  ▼*- 

•^  '  ''  eancies    are 

in  the  Engineer  Department  shall  become  vacant,  it  shall  ^^  ^^ 
be  the  duty  of  the  engineers  to  nominate  five  persons,  being 
firemen  of  the  said  city,  as  suitable  persons  to  supply  such 
vacancy,  and  give  notice  thereof  to  the  foremen  of  the  fire 
companies  respectively,  and  to  require  them  to  meet  at 
such  time  and  place  as  the  engineers  shall  appoint.  And 
that  the  said  engineers  and  foremen  shall,  then  and  there, 
or  at  such  other  time  and  place  as  they  may  appoint,  by 
joint  ballot,  designate,  from  the  persons  so  nominated,  by 
a  majority  of  the  votes  which  shall  be  given,  the  person 
whom  they  may  wish  to  fill  such  vacancy- 
Ill.  And  he  it  farther  ordained^  That  if  more  than  one  how  to  pro- 

•^  ceed  If   two 

such  vacancy  shall  exist  at  the  same  time,  it  shall  be  the  °^JJ^^®  JJ; 
duty  of  the  said  engineers,  after  the  designation  of  one  '**■ 
person  as  aforesaid,  to  add  the  name  of  one  other  fireman 
to  the  said  list,  and  the  engineers  and  foremen  shall  there- 
upon proceed,  by  joint  ballot,  as  aforesaid,  to  designate, 
from  the  said  Ust,  one  other  person  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said; and  a  further  nomination  and  designation  shall  be 
made,  in  like  manner,  for  every  such  additional  vacancy. 

rV.  And  be  it  further  ordainedj  That  it  shall  be  the  duty    chi«f  bw*- 

•^  '  •'   neer   to    re- 

of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  the  names  of  the  persons  ^^If 
who  may  be  so  designated  to  the  Common  Council,  as  be-  l^^t^ln' 
ing  the  persons  designated  by  the  engineers  and  foremen,  ™*°    °°*  ' 
as  suitable  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Common  Council 
to  fill  such  vacancies. 

V.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  no  fire-engine,  nor^^^^^ 
hook  and  ladder,  nor  hose-cart  shall,  in  going  to  or  re-  ^  ""•^'•^ 
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without  spe-  turning  from  any  fire,  or  at  any  other  time,  be  run,  driven, 
wheeled,  or  placed  upon  any  sidewalk,  except  by  the 
i*«»i*y-  special  order  of  one  of  the  engineers,  under  the  penalty  of 
twerUy-Ave  dollars  for  each  ofiense,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid 
by,  and  recovered  from  any  and  every  person  aiding  or 
assisting  in,  or  consenting  to  the  violation  of  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  and  if  any  ofiense  against  this 
section  shall  be  committed  by  any  fireman,  he  shall,  more- 
over, be  removed  from  his  station  as  such  fireman. 

Engines,      VI.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  no  such  fire-enirine, 

Ike,  not  to  be  , 

removed  un-  hook  and  ladder,  or  hoi^e-cart,  during  any  fire  in  this  city, 

less  Ryeman 
or    assistant  i 
foreman,    or 
two   firemen 
are  present. 

the  foreman  or  assistant  foreman,  or  at  least  two  of  the 
firemen  of  the  company  to  which  the  same  shall  belong, 
shall  be  present  and  consent  thereto,  under  the  penalty  of 
ten  dollars  for  every  such  ofiense,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid 
by,  and  recovered  from  any  and  every  person  aiding  or 
assisting  in,  or  consenting  to  the  violation  of  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  section.  ' 

Doty  of     Vn.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duly 
kc.  to  're-  of  the  several  engineer^,  and  of  every  foreman  and  assistant 
tkms.         foreman  of  every  fire  company,  to  report  all  violations  of 
this  ordinance  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department 

Chief  En-      Vni.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Chief  Engineer 

gtneer'f    do-  "^  i 

^^'  shall,  m  all  cases  of  fire,  have  the  sole  and  absolute  control 

and  command  over  all  the  engineers  and  other  persons  of 
the  Fire  Department ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Chief  Engineer  to  direct  the  other  engineers  to  take  pro- 
per measures  that  the  several  fire-engines  be  arranged  in  the 
most  advantageous  situations,  and  be  duly  worked  for  the 
efiectually  extinguishing  of  fires.    And  it  shall,  moreover, 
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be  the  duty  of  the  said  Chief  Engineer  to  examine,  twice 
in  every  year,  into  the  condition  and  number  of  the  fire- 
engines,  fire-buckets,  and  other  fire  apparatus,  and  fire-en- 
gine houses  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  and  report  the 
same,  once  a  year,  to  the  Common  Council,  together  with 
the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  and 
the  respective  associations  to  which  they  belong.  And 
whenever  any  of  the  said  fire-engines  and  other  fire  appa- 
ratus shall  require  to  be  repaired,  the  Chief  Engineer,  under 
the  direction  .of  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department,  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  well  and  sufficiently  done.  And  it 
shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  re- 
port, in  writing,  all  accidents  by  fire  that  may  happen  in 
this  city,  with  the  causes  thereof,  as  well  as  they  can  be 
ascertained,  and  the  number  and  description  of  the  build- 
ings destroyed  or  injured,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
owners  and  occupants,  to  the  City  Inspector,  who  shall 
keep  an  accurate  register  of  the  same. 

IX*  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  so  many  of  the  free-    rire  wam- 

en8,  how  ap- 

holders  or  freemen  of  the  said  city  as  the  Common  Coun-  pointed. 
oil  may  deem  proper,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  ap- 
pointed in  each  of  the  wards  of  the  said  city,  to  be  de- 
nominated Fire  Wardens ;  each  of  whom  shall  be  assigned 
and  attached  by  the  Mayor  of  the  said  city,  to  such  com- 
pany of  firemen,  having  charge  of  a  fire-engine,  as  he  shall 
think  proper ;  and  shall  report  himself  to  the  Chief  or  other 
engineer,  at  every  fire.  And  each  Fire  Warden  shall  have 
a  certificate,  under  the  seal  of  the  mayoralty,  stating  his 
appointment  as  a  Fire  Warden^  and  the  company  of  fire- 
men to  which  he  shall  be  attached. 

X.  And  be  it  Jurther  ordained^  That  the  Fire  Wardens    Tobedivi- 
of  each  ward  shall  form  a  separate  company,  and  eachlJ^^"^ 
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to  mftke  rules  of  the  Said  compaiues  shall  and  may  choose,  out  of  their 
tiooB.  Qy^i^  number,  a  foreman  and  clerk,  in  such  manner  and  at 
such  times  as  they  may  think  proper ;  and  each  company 
may  make  rules  regulating  the  time  and  manner  of  con- 
ducting their  elections,  and  imposing  such  fines  upon  the 
members  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  best  secure  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  both  at 
fires,  and  visiting  the  buildings,  and  in  other  duties  in 
their  several  districts ;  and  disobedience  to  such  rules  shall 
be  reported,  by  each  company,  to  the  Compion  Council, 
and  shall  subject  the  Fire  Warden,  so  disobeying,  to  re- 
moval by  the  Common  Council. 

Vacancies,      XI.  Afid  be  it  further  ordained^  That  whenever  a  vacancy 
fi"«<*-  shall  happen  in  any  of  the  said  companies,  the  company  in 

which  the  same  shall  happen,  may  recommend,  through  the 
Chief  Engineer,  to  the  Common  Council,  for  approbation, 
a  suitable  person  to  fill  such  vacancy ;  but  none  other  than 
those  who  have  been  firemen  at  least  five  years  shall  be 
so  recommended. 

Fire  Ward-      XII.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  said  wardens, 

ena    subject  "^ 

tton^V^IS  when  attending  fires,  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of 
engineers,    ^^le  Chief  Engineer,  and  the  other  engineers  of  the  Fire 

Departmenti 
_    Duty  of      XnL     And  be  it  further  ordainedj  That  it  shall  be  the 

Wardens.  "^ 

duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  immediately  on  the  alarm 
of  fire,  to  repair  to  the  place  where  it  may  be,  and  aid  and 
assist  in  procuring  supplies  of  water  to  the  fire-engines  to 
which  they  shall  be  respectively  assigned  and  attached,  and 
to  such  other  fire-engines  as  the  Chief  Engineer  or  other 
engineer  may  direct  them  to  attend.  It  shal|  also  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  to  prevent  th^  hose  from 
being  trodden  cfn,  and  to  keep  all  idle  and  susjpected  per* 
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sons  at  a  proper  distance  from  the  fire,  and  from  the 
vicinity,  and  the  citizens  are  hereby  enjoined  to  comply 
with  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  in 
the  premises. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  each  of  the  said      war<*»  to 
companies  shall  divide  their  ward  into  districts,  and  the  tnio  iiw/jec. 

-^  tloodistrlcta. 

foreman  of  the  company  shall  attach  one  or  more  of  the 
members  of  the  said  company  to  each  of  the  said  dis- 
tricts, for  the  purpose  of  making  the  visitation  and  exami- 
nation directed  in  the  next  following  section ;  vvho  shall 
keep  a  record  of  the  names  of  the  occupants  of  the  houses, 
and  the  number  of  the  same,  wherein  they  shall  observe 
any  violations  of  this  law,  or  of  the  act  for  the  more  eifec- 
tual  prevention  of  fires,  and  annually,  in  the  month  of 
January,  exhibit  a  transcript  of  the  same  to  their  foreman, 
and  the  said  foreman  shall  report  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  in 
the  month  of  June,  annually,  the  name,  residence,  and 
occupation  of  each  of  the  wardens  of  his  company ;  and  to 
the  Common  Council  all  neglects  on  the  part  of  any  of  the 
wardens  of  his  company  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
this  section,  and  every  warden,  so  neglecting  his  duty,  shall 
be  removed  from  his  office. 

XV.  And  be  itjurther  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty   wardcMto 
of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  twice  in  every  year,  viz.,  inSS«°*&c., 
the  months  of  June  and  December,  and  as  much  oftener  as  directioos^ 
they  may  think  proper,  to  examine  the  dwelling-houses 

and  other  buildings  in  their  respective  wards,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  all  violations  of  the  act  for  the  more 
eflfectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
also  to  examine  the  fire-places,  hearths,  chimneys,  stoves^ 
and  the  pipes  thereto,  ovens,  boilers,  kettles,  and  also  all 
chemical  apparatus  which,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  danger- 
13 
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0U8  in  causing  or  promoting  fires,  and  also  the  places  where 
ashes  may  be  deposited ;  and,  upon  finding  any  of  them 
defective  or  dangerous,  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall  direct 
the  owner  or  occupant,  either  by  a  printed  or  written  notice, 
to  alter,  remove,  or  amend  the  same,  in  such  manner,  and 
within  such  reasonable  time  as  they,  or  either  of  them,  may 
judge  necessary ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do, 
the  party  so  ofiending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars,  and  for  every  day  after  the  time  allotted 
as  aforesaid  to  alter,  remove,  or  amend  the  same,  in  con- 
formity with  the  directions  aforesaid,  the  party  so  offending 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  further  siun  of  five  dollars.  And 
all  the  expenses  of  any  removal,  alteration,  or  amendment, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid,  in  the  first  instance  by  the  occu- 
pant, but  shall  be  chargeable  against  the  owner  of  such 
dwelling-house  or  other  building,  and  shall  be  deducted  from 
the  rent  of  the  same,  unless  such  expense  be  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  act  or  default  of  such  occupant,  or  imless  there 
be  a  special  agreement  to  the  contrary  between  the  par- 
ties. And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the  Fire 
Wardens,  or  either  of  them,  at  such  time  as  aforesaid,  to 
enter  into  and  examine  all  buildings,  livery  and  other 
stables,  hay  boats,  or  vessels,  and  places  where  any  gun- 
powder, hemp,  flax,  tow,  hay,  rushes,  fire-wood,  boards, 
shingles,  shavings,  or  other  combustible  materials  may  be 
lodged,  and  give  such  directions,  in  writing,  in  the  prem- 
ises, as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  them  or  him,  relative 
to  the  removal  thereof;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  on 
the  part  of  the  possessor  of  such  combustible  niaterials,  or 
any  of  them,  to  remove  or  secure  the  same  within  the  time 
and  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  or 
either  of  them,  the  party  oflfending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  five  dol- 
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lars  for  every  day's  neglect  to  remove  or  secure  the  same 
after  being  so  notified. 

XVL  And  he  it  further  ordained^  That  the  duties  pre-  Report  u> 
scribed  by  the  foregoing  section  shall  be  performed  within  S^  SJ^iLm. 
each  district  by  the  warden  or  wardens  attached  to  such 
district,  who  shall  make  an  immediate  report  to  the  fore- 
man, who  shall  record  the  same  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose,  of  all  persons  neglecting  or  refusing  to  com- 
ply with  the  orders  and  directions  aforesaid,  together  with 
the  circumstances  of  each  case ;  and  shall  also  make  report 
whether  any,  and  what  cases  of  violations  of  the  laws  of 
this  State,  prohibiting  the  construction  of  wooden  build- 
ings, within  certain  limits  in  this  city,  have  come  to  his 
knowledge  ;  and  in  case  of  any  violation  of  such  law,  he 
shall  particularly  repoii  the  name  of  the  owner  or  owners 
of  the  building,  and  of  the  master  builder,  and  the  particu- 
lar circumstances  of  each  case ;  and  in  case  of  neglecting  to 
report  as  aforesaid,  such  warden  or  wardens  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollare.  But  it  is  hereby  expressly  de- 
clared, that  the  foreman  or  any  of  the  wardens  of  the  ward, 
may  give  such  orders  and  directions  as  are  authorized  and 
directed  in  and  by  the  preceding  section  of  this  law,  in 
case  the  same  shall  not  be  given  by  the  warden  of  the  dis- 
trict where  the  danger  exists  or  is  apprehended. 

XVH.  And  he  it  further  ordained^  That  the  firemen  shall  Firemen  to 
be  divided  into  companies,  to  consist  of  as  many  members  into  ooLipa- 
as  the  Conimon  Council  shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  to 
attend  to  the  fire-engines,  hose-wagons,  and  hooks  and  lad- 
ders belonging,  or  that  may  hereafter  belong  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  this  city,  or  to  such  hose- wagons  and  hooks  and 
ladders  as  the  Common  Council  shall  direct ;  and  that  each    offloen  ©r 

oonuMoieB 

of  the    companies  shall  and   may  choose,   out  of  their 
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own  number,  a  foreman,  assistant,  and  clerk,  in  such  man- 
ner and  at  such  times  as  they  may  think  proper.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  firemen,  as  often  as  any  fire 
shall  break  out  in  the  said  city,  to  repair,  immediately 
upon  the  alarm  thereof,  to  their  respective  engines,  hose- 
•  •  wagons,  hooks  and  ladders,  and  convey  them  to  or  near  the 
place  where  such  fire  shall  happen,  unless  otherwise  direct- 
ed by  the  Chief  or  other  engineer ;  and  there,  in  conformity 
with  the  directions  given  by  the  Chief  Engineer  or  other 
engineers,  shall  work  and  manage  the  said  engines,  or  appa- 
ratus and  implements,  with  all  their  skill  and  power ;  and 
when  the  fire  is  extinguished,  shall  not  remove  therefrom 
bat  by  the  permission  of  an  engineer;  and  on  such  permission 
they  shall  return  their  respective  hose-wagons,  hooks  and 
ladders,  engines  and  apparatus,  well  washed  and  cleansed, 
to  their  several  places  of  deposit.  And  for  the  more  effectu- 
ally perfecting  the  firemen  in  their  duty,  and  keeping  and 
preserving  the  said  fire-engines  and  other  implements  and 
apparatus  from  decay,  the  said  firemen  shall,  in  the  months 
of  May ,  June,  July,  August,  September,[October,  and  Novem- 
ber, draw  out  their  said  fire-engines  and  other  implements, 
in  order  to  wash  and  cleanse  them,  and  to  exercise  the  men ; 
and  if  any  fireman  shall  neglect  the  said  duty,  he  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  for  every  default  the  sum  of  one  dollar ;  and  if 
he  shall  neglect  to  attend  at  any  fire  as  aforesaid,  or  leave 
his  fire-engine  or  other  apparatus  while  at  any  fire,  with- 
out permission,  or  shall  neglect  to  do  his  duty  on  such 
occasion,  without  reasonable  excuse,  he  shall,  for  every  de- 
fault, forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  three  dollars  ;  and  if  any 
Removal  of  fireman  shall  neglect  to  do  his  duty  as  such,  in  attendinir 
vacancy  ^  at  fircs,  or  m  washing,  exercismg,  managing,  trying,  or 
lector  duty,  using  the  said  fire-engine,  or  other  implements  or  appara- 
tus provided  for  extinguishing  fires,  every  such  person 
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shall,  besides  the  fines  and  penalties  aforesaid,  be  removed 
from  his  station.  And  whenever  any  fireman  is  appointed 
to  supply  any-  vacancy  in  any  company,  it  shall  be.  his 
duty  to  call  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department,  and 
procure  a  certificate,  wthin  one  month  from  the  date  of 
his  appointment,  specifying  the  name  and  number  of  the 
company  to  which  such  fireman  shall  be  elected.  And 
any  fireman,  after  being  re-elected,  shall  obtain  a  n^w  cer- 
tificate as  aforesaid.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  to  certify,  on  every  return,  whether  a  vacancy 
exists  in  the  company. 

XVni.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  in  order  that  the  How  AWer- 

men,  Assist- 

members  of  the  Common  Council,  Engineers,  and  Fire  ««>««,    Engj- 

'  <^  '  neere,      and 

Wardens  may  be  more  readily  distinguished  at  fires,  the  \i^^^^ 
Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Assistants,  shall  severally  ^""S^' 
bear,  on  those  occasions,  a  wand,  with  a  gilded  flame  at 
the  top  ;  and  each  of  the  engineers  shall  wear  a  leathern 
cap,  painted  white,  with  a  gilded  front  thereto,  and  a  fire- 
engine  emblazoned  thereon,  and  shall  also  carry  a  speak- 
ing-trumpet, painted  black,  with  the  words  "  Chief  Engin- 
eer," "Engineer  No.  1,"  i&c,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  white, 
which  shall  also  be  painted  on  their  caps  respectively ;  and 
each  of  the  Fire  Wardens  shall  wear  a  hat,  with  the  brim 
black,  the  crown  painted  white,  and  the  city  arms  blazoned 
on  the  front,  and  shall  also  carry  a  speaking-trumpet, 
painted  white,  with  the  word  "Warden,"  in  black,  painted 
thereon. 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  foremen  of^^o^oruie 
engine  companies,  and  the  firemen,  shall,  when  on  duty, 
wear  leathern  caps,  in  the  form  heretofore  used ;  and  the 
said  caps  shall  be  painted  and  distinguished  in  the  manner 
following,  viz. :  the  cap  of  each  foreman  shall  be  painted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


198  cmr  laws. 

black,  vnth  a  white  frontispiece,  and  the  word  "  Foreman," 
with  the  initials  of  the  name  of  the  foreman,  and  the  num- 
ber of  the  engine  to  which  he  belongs  painted  thereon,  in 
black  ;  the  cap  of  each  fireman  shall  be  painted  black,  with 
the  initials  of  the  name  of  the  fireman  and  the  number  of 
the  engine  to  which  he  belongs,  painted  in  front  thereof, 
in  white.  The  foreman  of  each  of  the  hook  and  ladder 
companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  a  white 
irontispiece,  and  the  word  **  Foreman,"  and  the  initials  of 
his  name,  and  ihe  niunber  of  the  company  to  which  he 
belongs,  with  a  hook  and  ladder  painted  thereon,  in 
black  ;  and  each  member  of  the  hook  and  ladder  compa- 
nies shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  the  initials  of 
his  name  and  the  nimiber  of  the  company  to  which  he 
belongs,  with  a  hook  and  ladder  painted  in  fix)nt  thereof, 
in  white;  and  each  foreman  of  the  fire  hose  companies 
4Bhall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  a  white  frontispiece, 
and  the  word  "Foreman,"  and  the  initials  of  his  name, 
and  the  number  of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  and 
a  coil  of  hose  painted  thereon,  in  black ;  and  each  mem- 
ber of  the  said  fire  hose  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted 
black,  with  the  initials  of  his  name,  and  the  nimaber  of  the 
company  to  which  he  belongs,  with  a  coil  of  hose  painted 
thereon,  in  white.  And  the  assistant  to  each  respective 
company  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  in  the  same  manner  as 
that  of  the  foreman  of  the  company,  with  the  word  "As- 
sistant,*' in  lieu  of  the  word  foreman.  And  further^  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  to  the 
Common  Council  the  name  of  every  person  who  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  foregoing  requisi- 
tions, which  said  person  shall  thereupon  be  removed  firom 
his  station. 

XX.    And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  names  and 
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places  of  abode  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,     Aidermcn 

^  '  and    AmiBi- 

EogineerSy  Fire  Wardens,  and  foremen  of  the  respective  ^iJi^.^^ 
companies,  and  bell-ringers  shall,  annually,  in  the  month  ^  S^^oiflSd 
of  June,  be  printed,  and  set  up  in  the  several  watch-houses,  JL  ^auS^ 
by  the  City  Inspector.  And  whenever  any  fire  shall  hap-  ™^* 
pen  in  the  night,  the  watchmen  shall  give  notice  to  each 
of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  Engineers, 
Fire  Wardens,  foremen,  and  bell-ringers  within  their  re- 
spective watch  districts.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the 
duty  of  every  watchman,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  any  fire, 
to  alarm  the  citizens  by  crying  fire,  and  mentioning  the 
street  where  it  may  be,  so  that  the  firemen  and  citizens  may 
thereby  be  generally  directed  where  to  repair ;  and  if  any 
watchman  shall  neglect  so  to  do,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  one  dollar.  And  if  it  shall  happen  that  a  chim- 
ney only  shall  be  on  fire,  either  by  day  or  night,  the  fire 
bell  at  the  City  Hall,  and  the  bells  of  the  several  churches 
in  this  city,  shall  not  be  rung ;  but  only  on  occasions  where 
a  building  shall  be  proclaimed  to  be  on  fire.  And  it  is 
enjoined  on  the  occupants  to  place  a  lighted  candle  at  the 
windows  of  their  respective  buildings,  when  fire  may  hap- 
pen at  night,  in  order  that  citizens  may  pass  along  the 
streets  with  the  greater  safety. 

XXL  And  be  it  further  ordained j  That  it  shall  be  the  duty    cooiubu* 

M  andlianhalfl 

of  the  constables  and  marshals  to  repair,  immediately  on  Jj^**^ 
the  alarm  of  fire,  with  their  staves  of  office,  to  the  place 
where  such  fire  may  be  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  con- 
stables then  and  there  to  report  themselves  to  the  high 
constable ;  and  of  the  marshals  then  and  there  to  report 
ttcmselves  to  the  first  marshal,  and  to  conform  to  such 
orders  as  may  be  given  them  by  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or 
any  one  of  the  Aldermen  or  Assistants,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  peace,  and  the  removal  of  all  idle  and  sus-*. 
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pected  persons,  or  others  not  actually  or  usefiilly  employed 
in  aiding  the  extinguishment  of  such  fire,  or  in  the  preser- 
vation  of  property  in  the  vicinity  thereof.  And  if  any 
constable  or  marshal  shall  not  attend  at  such  fire,  or  shall 
neglect  so  to  report  himself,  or  to  obey  any  orders  that 
may  be  given  him  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars  for  each  ofiense. 

pwmity  tor      XXII,  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  if  any  chimney, 
lug  oo  fire,    stove-pipe,  or  flue  within  this  city  shall  take  fire,  the  occu- 
pant of  the  house  to  which  such  chimney,  stove-pipe,  or 
flue  appertains,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  Jive  dollars, 

c^nHmten,      XXIII.  And  he  it  further  ordained^  That  all  carpenters  and 

&c., to  secure  ^  ^  ^  *■ 

Bhavings.  others  making  or  using  shavings,  shall  respectively,  at  the 
close  of  each  day,  cause  the  same  to  be  securely  stowed  in 
some  safe  place,  remote  from  danger  by  means  of  fire,  un- 
der the  penalty  oi  Jive  dollars  for  each  omission  so  to  do. 


BtroctH, 


.w  jBrw  In  XXIV.  And  he  it  furtlicr  ordained^  That  no  person  shall 
kindle  any  fire,  nor  furnish  the  materials  for  any  fire,  nor 
in  any  way  authorize  or  allow  any  fire  to  be  made  in  any 
street,  road,  or  lane,  or  on  any  pier  or  bulkhead  in  this 
city,  except  for  the  purpose  of  boiling  tar,  which  fire  shall 
not  be  more  than  six  feet  from  the  bulkhead  or  the  end  of 
the  pier,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  such 
oifense. 

Haraad  XXV.  And  he  it  further  ordained^  That  no  person  shall 
«o  b«  piacoT  have,  put,  or  keep  any  hay  or  straw,  uncovered,  in  any 
stack  or  pile,  or  in  any  other  way  exposed,  within  one 
hundred  yards  of  any  building,  to  the  southward  of  a  line 
commencing  at  the  Hudson  river,  and  running  from  thence 
through  Fitzroy  street,  Greenwich  lane.  Art  street,  and  the 
Bowery,  to  Stanton  street ;  and  from  thence  through  Stan- 
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ton  street  to  the  East  river ;  or  shall  have,  put,  or  keep  to 
the  southward  of  said  line,  any  hay,  straw,  hemp,  flax, 
shavings,  or  rushes,  in  any  building  not  built  of  stone  or 
brick,  and  covered  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  fire-proof 
materials,  which  is  or  shall  be  within  ten  feet  of  any  dwell- 
iog-house  or  chimney  whatsoever,  under  the  penalty  of 
twenty-Jive  dollars  for  every  such  oflense,  and  the  further 
penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  twenty-four  hours  the  same 
shall  so  remain,  after  a  printed  or  written  notice  has  been 
given,  to  the  owner  or  person  having  charge  thereof,  by 
any  Fire  Warden,  to  remove  the  same. 

XXVI.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  no  owner  or  oc-  ^o^^^j 
cupant  of  any  stable  within  this  city,  or  any  person  in  the  ^  ^  ***" 
employment  of  such  owner  or  occupant,  shall  use  therein 

any  lighted  candle  or  lamp,  except  the  same  shall  be  se- 
curely kept  within  a  lantern,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dol- 
lars for  every  such  offense. 

XXVII.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  all  the  fines,  ^  PcnaHic«, 

•'  '  '  how    apiMO- 

penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  this  law  for  not  at-  p^**^- 
tending  fires,  and  for  not  attending  the  meetings  for  wash- 
ing the  fire-engines  and  for  exercising  the  men,  shall,  when 
received,  be  paid  to  the  treasurers  of  the  respective  com- 
panies aforesaid,  in  which  the  delinquencies  may  happen, 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  companies :  and  that 
all  the  other  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed  by 
this  law,  shall,  when  recovered,  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  "Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,"  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  said  Fire  Department.  And  further, 
that  the  Chief  Engineer  shall,  annually,  on  the  second 
Monday  of  December,  in  each  year,  report  to  the  ConMnon 
Council  the  amount  of  the  sums  which  may  be  received  by 
the  said  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and 
the  application  thereof. 
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PenaitioB,      XX  VIII.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  law- 

bow  recover- 

•<*•  ful  for  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and 

for  the  respective  companies  before  mentioned,  or  persons 
duly  authorized  by  them,  to  receive,  sue  for,  and  recover, 
in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Conunonalty  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  all  the  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures 
hereby  imposed,  which  shall  be  appropriated  for  their  re- 
spective uses  as  aforesaid. 

ijot^'iT'S;  XXIX.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  no  person  shall 
a  wliiS^e'.  be  elected  a  fireman  until  he  shall  have  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
foremen  of  the  respective  fire  companies,  when  they  report 
to  the  Chief  Engineer  the  names  of  the  persons  elected  fire- 
men, to  certify  that  the  persons  so  elected  are  at  least 
twenty-one  years  of  age. 

certiflctteB.  XXX.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Coumaon  Council  to  furnish  the 
certificates,  required  to  be  furnished  to  the  firemen,  without 
fee  or  reward. 


On  the  21st  day  of  June,  1824,  the  following  resolution 
was  approved,  and  directed  to  be  published  in  the  news- 
papers employed  by  the  Corporation,  viz : 

hoI2tol?S"  Rcsolvedj  That  the  Chief  Engineer  be  directed  to  address 
to^oiSv^tog  ^  circular  to  each  fire  company,  ordering  them  to  dispense 
to  nrei."*  ^  with  the  services  of  the  volunteers,  and  in  case  of  their  non- 
compliance, to  send  the  engine,  hook  and  ladder,  or  hose- 
cart,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  the  Corporation  yard,  and  re- 
port the  company  to  the  Common  Council  forthwith 
(Vol.  61  of  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  159.) 
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Tlie  following  resolution  was  adopted  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1825. 

Resolved^  That  the  places  of  all  the  firemen  whose  names    Pta«a   ^ 
are  not  returned  by  the  companies  to  which  they  have  re-  ret^A  to 
8pectively  belonged,  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  by  him  «im  vkmh. 
returned  to  this  Board,  be  considered  as  having  become 
vacant.     (Vol.  55  of  P.  C.  C,  in  MSS.,  p.  32.) 


The  Conmiittee  on  the  Fire  Department  reported,  on 
the  20th  of  June,  1825,  on  the  subject  of  constructing 
public  cisterns,  and  reconmiending  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

Resolved  J  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  tOj^*»»*j^«J^ 
prepare  ordinances  for  the  construction  of  ten  public  cis-  «»■*'■«***- 
terns,  the  same  to  be  used  on  the  occasion  of  fire,  by  the 
Fire  Department  of  the  city.    (Vol.  55  of  P.  C.  C,  MSS., 
pp.  11  and  30.) 

Subsequently,  on  the  19th  December,  1825,  ordinances  ^^f^*)^ 
were  passed  for  the  construction  of  five  additional  cisterns,  «»stnict«i. 
and  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  on  the  23d  of 
the  same  month,  in  consequence  of  a  destructive  fire  in  the 
Eighth  Ward : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  ^^J"**™**> 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  filling  all 
the  public  cisterns  vnth  water  forthvnth. 

Resolved^  That  the  fire  companies  be  requested  to  volun- 
teer their  services  to  carry  the  above  into  efiect. 


Prior  to  any  report  being  made  by  the  Committee  on  the  Puti  c  ei*- 
Fire  Department,  in  relation  to  cistems  for  the  better  pro-  p^,^J»J2: 
tection  fix)m  fire.  Assistant  Alderman  Valentine,  on  the«»**f«»**»« 
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when'^Sf  ^^^^  of  January,  1826,  presented  a  resolution  that  all  pub- 

lectod.        lie  cisterns  put  down,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  the 

money  is  not  collected,  and  all  that  shall  hereafler  be  put 

down,  shall  become  a  public  charge,  and  be  paid  for  out  of 

the  city  treasury. 

This  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee. 

On  the  27th  of  February  ensuing,  the  Special  Commit- 
tee not  having  reported,  the  Board  discharged  the  said 
Committee  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 
and  submitted  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Assessments; 
which  Committee  reported  favorably  thereon,  debates  en- 
sued, and  it  was  not  until  the  19th  of  March,  1827  (vol.60 
of  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  149),  that  final  action  was  had,  which 
was  adverse  to  the  report. 

pnbiic  cis-      Public  cisterns  were,  however,  Constructed  for  the  use 

terns      con-  ^  ' 

•tructod.  of  tije  Fire  Department,  and  Assessments  levied  for  the 
same ;  seven  were  ordered  by  the  Conmion  Council  on  the 
2d  January,  1827,  and  eighteen  on  the  25th  of  August, 

1828. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  on 
the  19th  December,  1825  : 

Chief  En-      TMiereasy  It  is  manifest  that  the  bells  of  many  churches 

glneordJrcct-  ^  '' 

uin  uw**^*''  do  not  ring  on  the  alarm  of  fire,  thereby  endangering  the 
JSSJ"</the  ^^^^  *°^  property  of  the  citizens  ;  therefore, 

church  bcllfl 

•ra  not  rung.  Resolved^  That  the  Chief  Engineer  be  requested,  to  ascer- 
tain the  cause,  that  prompt  measures  may  be  taken  by  the 
Board  to  correct  the  same. 

Beuringers      Ou  thc  23d  of  the  samc  month  the  Chief  Engineer  re- 
churcu  belli  ported  on  the  above  subject,  that  the  bell-ringers  had  re- 
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fused  to  ring  the  church  bells,  and  further,  that  they  had  ^^J^^  v^m. 
entered  into  an  association  not  to  ring  the  bells  unless  paid  ^"J^  p^ 
therefor  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum. 

This  report  was  duly  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department,  and  no  report  made  thereon. 

On  the  17th  March,  1828,  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  however,  were  adopted : 

Whereas  J  It  has  been  represented  that  there  are  a  number  ,^,ib  ^"J^ 
of  churches  in  this  city  whose  bells  are  not  rung  on  the  "*"*' 
alarm  of  fire ;  and  whereas,  it  is  important  to  the  safety  of 
the  city  that  a  general  notice  should  be  given  whenever 
fire  occurs ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  managers  of  said  churches  be  request- 
ed to  have  their  bells  rung  whenever  an  alarm  of  fire  shall 
be  given. 


A  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire ,     Firemen 

in  the  exer- 

Department,  in  conjunction  with  the  Chief  Engineer,  to  Su^o^n^*'^ 
mature  a  report  to  the  Board  of  some  more  energetic  and  ^  '"JJT^ui 
efficient  plan  to  protect  the  firemen,  when  on  duty  at  fires,  JlfSJX'**"^ 
firom  the  encroachments  of  the  surrounding  populace ;  on 
the  30th  day  of  January,  1826  (vol.  56  of  P.  C.  C,  MSS., 
p.  274),  the  Committee  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolredy  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  ad- 
dress a  circular  to  each  of  the  foremen  of  the  several  com- 
panies of  Fire  Wardens,  calling  their  attention  to  that 
section  of  the  law  pointing  out  their  duty  at  fires,  and  that 
each  of  them  would  enforce  the  same  on  the  members  of 
their  companies,  and  that  the  penalties  which  may  hereaf- 
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ter  be  incurred  by  the  constables  and  marshals  of  the  city 
for  not  attending  fires,  be  enforced. 

The  above,  with  the  regular  attention  of  the  members  of 
this  Board  at  fires,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee, 
answer  the  desired  effect. 


Firo  limits  The  Committee  on  Applications  to  the  Legislature,  pur- 
toke  csoend-  g^^jj^  j^  ^  resolutiou  adopted  on  the  Ist  day  of  February, 
1S27,  requiring  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending the  fire  limits  of  the  city,  reported,  on  the  12th  of 
the  same  month,  and  submitted  a  memorial  and  law,  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Legislature  for  the  extension  of  the  fire 
limits  to  the  then  remaining  portion  of  the  Sixth  Ward  not 
subject  to  the  fire  laws. 

Which  report  was  approved,  and  the  memorial  and  law 
ordered  to  be  authenticated  in  the  usual  manner,  and  for- 
warded to  the  Legislature.    (Vol.  60  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  32.) 

The  above  application  resulted  in  the  passage  of  an  act 
by  the  Legislature,  on  the  2l8t  of  March,  1827  (vide  Ses- 
sion Laws),  extending  the  fire  limits. 


A  LAWyor  preventing  and  extinguishing  fires. 

Passed  April  30th,  1827. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  ^ 
the  City  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened: 

Fire  De-     I.  That  the  Fire  Department  of  the  said  city  shall  consist 

partment,  of  •■■  •' 

whom  to  con-  of  a  Chief  Engineer,  and  as  many  other  engineers,  fire 
wardens,  fire-enginemen,  hosemen,  and  hook  and  ladder- 
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men,  as  are  or  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  by  the 
Coomion  Council ;  and  who  shall  be  respectively  distin- 
guished by  the  several  appellations  aforesaid. 

n.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  whenever  any  office      now  va- 

•^  ''  cancies     are 

in  the  Engineer  Department  shall  become  vacant,  it  shall  ^^^  *°p- 
be  the  duty  of  the  engineers  to  nominate  five  persons,  being 
firemen  of  the  said  city,  as  suitable  persons  to  supply  such  va- 
cancy, and  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  foremen  of  the  fire 
companies  respectively,  and  require  them  to  meet  at  such 
time  and  place  as  the  said  engineers  shall  appoint.  And  that 
the  said  engineers  and  foremen  shall,  then  and  there,  or  at 
such  other  time  and  place  as  they  may  appoint,  by  joint 
ballot,  designate,  from  the  persons  so  nominated,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  which  shall  be  given,  the  person  whom 
tiiey  may  wish  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

in.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  if  more  than  one  how  to  pro- 
such  vacancy  shall  exist  at  the  same  time,  it  shall  be  the  or  more  ^^ 
duty  of  the  said  engineers,  after  the  designation  as  afore-  ist. 
said,  to  add  the  name  of  one  other  fireman  to  the  said  list, 
and  the  engineers  and  foremen  shall  thereupon  proceed,  by 
joint  ballot,  as  aforesaid,  to  designate,  from  the  said  list, 
one  other  person  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  a  further 
nomination  and  designation  shall  be  made,  in  like  manner, 
for  every  such  additional  vacancy. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty    chief  Eh- 
of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  the  names  of  the  persons  yi^^^  ^ 
who  may  be  so  designated  to  the  Common  Council,  as  t»>«w  deeig- 
being  the  persons  designated  by  the  engineers  and  foremen  ^^^ 
as  suitable  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Conmion  Coun- 
cQ  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

y.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  no  fire-engine,  nor 
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Ergines,  hook  and  ladder,  nor  hose-cart  shall,  in  going  to  or  return- 
ee. ,  UOt  to  go  -I*-!  1- 

Ti  houTs'o*  ^"S  ""^^  ^^y  ^®'  ^^  ^*  ^°y  other  time,  be  run,  dnven, 
ciai  order,  whcclcd,  or  placed  upon  any  sidewalk,  except  by  the 
Penalty,  spccial  ordcr  of  one  of  the  engineers,  under  the  penalty  of 
twentij-fivc  dollars  for  each  offense,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid 
by,  and  recovered  from  any  and  every  person  aiding  or 
assisting  in,  or  consenting  to  the  violation  of  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  and  if  any  ofiense  against  this 
section  shall  be  committed  by  any  fireman,  he  shall,  more- 
over, be  removed  from  his  station  and  office  as  such  fire- 
man. 

nof  tTbe^Je-      ^^*  ^^^  ^  ^^  further  ordained^  That  no  such  fire-engine, 
Sre^rind  ^^^ok  aud  ladder,  or  hose-cart,  during  any  fire  in  this  city, 
n^oman'  or  Of  ^^Y  rcport  of  firc,  or  at  any  time,  under  any  pretense 
aTe**  pr'^oD?  whatcvcr,  shall  be  taken  or  removed  out  of  its  house,  im- 
less  the  foreman  or  assistant  foreman,  or  as  least  two  of 
the  firemen  of  the  company  to  which  the  same  shall  belong, 
shall  be  present  and  consent  thereto,  under  the  penalty  of 
ten  dollars  for  every  such  offense,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid 
by,  and  recovered  from  any  and  every  person  aiding  or 
assisting  in,  or  consenting  to  the  violation  of  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section. 

Duty  of  en-      VII.  And  be  it  farther  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
Sutff '  ^'  several  engineers,  and  of  every  foreman  and  assist- 

ant foreman  of  every  fire  company,  to  report  all  violations 
of  this  ordinance  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department. 

^^»^«r  J^K»-  VIII.  And  he  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Chief  Engineer 
shall,  in  all  cases  of  fire,  have  the  sole  and  absolute  control 
and  command  over  all  the  engineers  and  other  persons  of 
the  Fire  Department ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Chief  Engineer  to  direct  the  other  engineers  to  take  proper 
measures  that  the  several  fire-engines  be  arranged  in  the 
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most  advantageous  situations,  and  be  duly  worked  for  the 
more  effectually  extinguishing  of  fires.  And  it  shall,  more- 
over, be  the  duty  of  the  said  Chief  Engineer  to  examine, 
twice  in  every  year,  into  the  condition  and  number  of  the 
fire-engines,  fire-buckets,  and  other  fire  apparatus,  and  fire- 
engine  houses  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  and  report 
the  same  same,  once  a  year,  to  the  Common  Coimcil, 
together  with  the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Fire 
Department,  and  the  respective  associations  to  which  they 
belong.  And  whenever  any  of  the  said  fire-engines  and 
other  fire  apparatus  shall  require  to  be  repaired,  the  Chief 
Engineer,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  well  and  suf- 
ficiently done.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the 
Chief  Engineer  to  report,  in  writing,  all  accidents  by  fire 
that  may  happen  in  this  city,  with  the  causes  thereof,  as 
well  as  they  can  be  ascertained,  and  the  number  and 
description  of  the  buildings  destroyed  or  injured,  together 
with  the  names  of  the  owners  and  occupants,  to  the  City 
Inspector,  who  shall  keep  an  accurate  register  of  the 
same. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  so  many  of  the  free-    *^^"^' 
holders  or  freemen  of  the  said  city  as  the  Common  Council  pou^t^x*- 
may  deem  proper,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  appointed 
in  each  of  the  wards  of  the  said  city,  to  be  denominated 
Fire  Wardens ;  each  of  whom  shall  be  assigned  and  at-» 
tached  by  the  Mayor  of  the  said  city,  to  such  company  of 
firemen,  having  charge  of  a  fire-engine,  as  he  shall  think 
proper,  and  shall  report  himself  to  the  Chief  or  other  engi- 
neer, at  every  fire.     And  each  Fire  Warden  shall  have  a 
certificate,  under  the  seal  of  the  mayoralty,  stating  his  ap- 
pointment as  a  Fire  Warden,  and  the  company  of  firemen 
to  which  he  shall  be  attached. 
14 
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Ty>b«diTi-      X.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Fire  Wardens  of 

dad  into  com- 

SSlf '*roiM  ^^^  ward  shall  form  a  separate  company ;  and  each  of  the 
JSii.  ^^^^  fl^d  companies  shall  and  may  choose,  out  of  their  own 
number,  a  foreman  and  clerk,  in  such  manner,  and  at  such 
times  as  they  may  think  proper  ;  and  each  company  may 
make  rules  regulating  the  time  and  manner  of  conducting 
their  elections,  and  imposing  such  fines  upon  the  members, 
as,  in  their  judgment,  may  best  secure  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  both  at  fires,  and  in 
visiting  the  buildings,  and  other  duties  in  their  several  dis- 
tricts ;  and  disobedience  to  such  rules  shall  be  reported  by 
each  company,  to  the  Common  Council,  and  shall  subject 
the  Fire  Warden,  so  disobeying,  to  removal  by  the  Com- 
mon Coimcil. 

vtcancies,  XI.  And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  whenever  a  vacancy 
shall  happen  in  any  of  the  said  compani^^s,  the  company  in 
which  the  same  may  happen,  may  reconimend,  through  the 
Chief  Engineer,  to  the  Common  Coun  il,  for  approbation, 
a  suitable  person  to  fill  such  vacancy ;  but  none  other  than 
those  who  have  been  firemen  at  least  five  years  shall  be  so 
recommended. 

oMMbj^uo      ^^^'  ^^  ^^  it  further  ordained,  That  the  said  wardens, 
JJ^thJTougr  when  attending  fires,  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of 
'**^'         the  Chief  Engineer,  and  the  other  engineera  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Duif  of  XIII.  AtuI  he  it  further  ordained,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  immediately  on  the  alarm 
of  fire,  to  repair  to  the  place  where  it  may  be,  and  aid  and 
assist  in  procuring  supplies  of  water  to  the  fire-engines  to 
which  they  shall  be  respectively  assigned  and  attached,  and 
to  such  other  fire-engines  as  the  Chief  Engineer  or  other  en- 
gineer may  direct  them  to  attend.     It  shall  also  be  the  duty 
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of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  to  prevent  the  hose  from  being 
trodden  on,  and  to  keep  all  idle  and  suspected  persons  at 
a  proper  distance  from  the  fire,  and  from  the  vicinity,  and 
the  citizens  are  hereby  enjoined  to  comply  with  the  orders 
and  directions  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  in  the  premises. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  ordained^   That  each  of  the  said  ^  '^^i*^ 
companies  shall  divide  their  ward  into  districts,  and  the  ^  ^^ 
foreman  of  the  company  shall  attach  one  or  more  of  the  ^^^' 
members  of  the  said  company  to  each  of  the  said  districts, 

for  the  purpose  of  making  the  visitation  and  examination 
directed  in  the  next  following  section ;  who  shall  keep  a 
record  of  the  names  of  the  occupants  of  the  houses,  and  of 
the  members  of  the  same,  wherein  they  shall  observe  any 
violations  of  this  law,  or  act,  for  the  more  effectual  preven- 
tion of  fires ;  and  annually  in  the  month  of  January,  exhibit 
a  transcript  of  the  same  to  their  foreman,  and  said  foreman 
shall  report  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  in  the  month  of  June, 
annually,  the  name,  residence,  and  occupation  of  each  of 
the  wardens  of  his  company  ;  and  to  the  Common  Council 
all  neglects  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  wardens  of  his  com- 
pany to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  this  section,  and 
every  warden,  so  neglecting  his  duty,  shall  be  removed 
from  his  office. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty      wardcu? 
of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  twice  in  every  year,  viz.,  in  the  Jjjws»  *^j 
months  of  June  and  December,  and  as  much  oftener  as  ^"*"^*' 
they  may  think  proper,  to  examine  the  dwelling-houses 

and  other  buildings  in  their  respective  wards,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  all  violations  of  the  act  for  the  more 
efiectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
also  to  examine  the  fire-places,  hearths,  chimneys,  stoves, 
.  and  the  pipes  thereto,  ovens,  boilers,  kettles,  and  also  all 
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chemical  apparatus  which,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  dan- 
gerous in  causing  or  promoting  fires,  and  also  the  places 
where  ashes  may  be  deposited  ;  and,  upon  finding  any  of 
them  defective  or  dangerous,  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall 
direct  the  owner  or  occupant,  either  by  a  printed  or  writ- 
ten notice,  to  alter,  remove,  or  amend  the  same,  in  such 
manner,  and  within  such  a  reasonable  time  as  they,  or 
either  of  them,  may  judge  necessary  ;  and  in  case  of  neg- 
lect or  refusal  so  to  do,  the  party  offending  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  twenty-five  dollars,  and  for  every  day  after  the 
time  allotted  as  aforesaid  to  alter,  remove,  or  amend  the 
same,  in  conformity  with  the  directions  aforesaid,  the  party 
so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  further  sum  of  five 
dollars.  And  all  the  expenses  of  any  removal,  alteration, 
or  amendment,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, by  the  occupant,  but  shall  be  chargeable  against 
the  owner  of  such  dwelling-house  or  other  building,  and 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  rent  of  the  same,  unless  such 
expense  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  act  or  default  of  such 
occupant,  or  unless  there  be  a  special  agreement  to  the 
contrary  between  the  parties.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be 
the  duty  of  the  Fire  Wardens,  or  either  of  them,  at  such 
time  as  aforesaid,  to  enter  into  and  examine  all  buildings, 
livery  or  other  stables,  hay-boats  or  vessels,  and  places 
where  any  gunpowder,  hemp,  flax,  tow,  hay,  rushes,  fire- 
wood, boards,  shingles,  shavings,  or  other  combustible  ma- 
terials may  be  lodged,  and  give  such  directions,  in  writing, 
in  the  premises,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  them  or 
him,  relating  to  the  removal  thereof;  and  in  case  of  neglect 
or  refusal  on  tte  part  of  the  possessor  of  such  combustible 
materials,  or  any  of  them,  to  remove  or  secure  the  same 
within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  Fire 
Wardens,  or  either  of  them,  the  party  offending  shall  for- . 
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feit  and  pay  twenty-five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of 
five  dollars  for  every  day's  neglect  to  remove  or  secure  the 
same  after  being  so  notified. 


XVT.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  duties  pre-^'^^*}^ 
scribed  by  the  foregoing  section  shall  be  performed  within  ^*  «»«o>" 
each  district  by  the  warden  or  wardens  attached  to  such, 
district,  who  shall  make  an  inmiediate  report  to  the  fore- 
man, who  shall  record  the  same  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose,  of  all  persons  neglecting  or  refusing  to  com- 
ply with  the  orders  and  directions  aforesaid,  together  with 
the  circumstances  of  each  case  ;  and  shall  also  make  report 
whether  aoy,  and  what  cases  of  violations  of  the  laws  of 
this  State,  prohibiting  the  construction  of  wooden  build- 
ings within  certain  limits  of  this  city,  have  come  to  his 
knowledge  ;  and  in  case  of  any  violation  of  such  law,  he 
shall  particularly  report  the  name  of  the  owner  or  owners 
of  the  building,  and  of  the  master-builder,  and  thp  partic- 
ular circumstances  of  each  case,  and  in  case  of  neglecting 
to  report  as  aforesaid,  such  warden  or  wardens  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars.  But  it  is  hereby  expressly 
declared,  that  the  foreman  or  any  of  the  wardens  of  the 
ward,  may  give  such  orders  and  directions  as  are  author- 
ized and  directed  in  and  by  the  preceding  section  of  this 
law,  in  case  the  same  shall  not  be  given  by  the  warden  of 
the  district  where  the  danger  exists  or  is  apprehended. 

XVn.  And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  firemen  shall  *'»'^^° 
be  divided  into  companies,  to  consist  of  as  many  members 
as  the  Common  Council  shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  to 
attend  to  the  fire-engines,  hose-wagons,  and  hooks  and  lad- 
ders belonging,  or  that  may  hereafter  belong  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  this  city,  or  to  such  hose- wagons  and  hooks  and 
Udders  as  the  Common  Council  shall  direct;  and  that  each 
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of  the  companies  shall  and  may  choose,  out  of  their 
own  number,  a  foreman,  assistant,  and  clerk,  in  such  man- 
ner, and  at  such  times  as  they  may  think  proper.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  firemen,  as  often  as  any  fire 
shall  break  out  in  the  said  city,  to  repair,  immediately 
upon  the  alarm  thereof,  to  their  respective  engines,  hose- 
^  wagons,  hooks  and  ladders,  and  convey  them  to  or  near  the 
place  where  such  fire  shall  happen,  unless  otherwise  di- 
rected by  the  Chief  or  other  engineer;  and  there,  in  confor- 
mity with  the  directions  given  by  the  Chief  Engineer  or 
other  engineers,  shall  work  and  manage  the  said  engines, 
or  apparatus  and  implements,  with  all  their  skill  and 
power;  and  when  the  fire  is  extinguished,  shall  not  remove 
therefrom  but  by  the  permission  of  an  engineer;  and  on 
such  permission  they  shall  return  their  respective  hose- 
wagons,  hooks  and  ladders,  engines  and  apparatus,  well 
washed  and  cleansed,  to  their  several  places  of  deposit 
And  for  the  more  efiectually  perfecting  the  firemen  in  their 
duty,  and  keeping  and  preserving  the  said  fire-engines  and 
other  implements  and  apparatus  from  decay,  the  said  fire- 
men shall,  in  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  August,  Sep- 
tember, October,  and  November,  draw  out  their  said  fire- 
engines  and  other  implements,  in  order  to  wash  and  cleanse 
them,  and  to  exercise  the  men ;  and  if  any  fireman  shall 
neglect  the  said  duty,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every 
default  the  sum  of  one  dollar ;  and  if  he  shall  neglect  to 
attend  at  any  fire  as  aforesaid,  or  leave  his  fire-engine  or 
other  apparatus  while  at  any  fire,  without  permission,  or 
shall  neglect  to  do  his  duty  on  such  occasion,  without  rea- 
sonable excuse,  he  shall,  for  every  default,  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  three  dollars;  and  if  any  fireman  shall  neglect 
to  do  his  duty  as  such,  in  attending  at  fires,  or  in  washingi 
exercising,  managing,  trying,  or  using  the  said  fire-engine. 
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or  other  implements  or  apparatus  provided  for  extinguish- 
ing firesy  every  such  person  shall,  besides  the  fines  and 
penalties  aforesaid,  be  removed  firom  his  station.    And  ^j^jjj^^^^J 
whenever  any  fireman  is  appointed  to  supply  any  vacancy  JJJ*?©^  ,^1; 
in  any  company,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  call  on  the  Trea-  ****®^^"*** 
surer^of  the  Fire  Department,  and  procure  a  certificate, 
within  one  month  from  the  date  of  his  appointment,  spe- 
cifying the  name  and  number  of  the  company  to  which 
such  fireman  shall  be  elected.     And   any  fireman,  after 
being  re-elected,  shall  obtain  a  new  certificate  as  aforesaid. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  certify, 
on  every  return,  whether  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  company. 

XVIII.  And  be  itfurtlier  ordained.  That  in  order  that  the  „^S7  jf^*£: 
members   of  the  Common  Council,  Engineers,  and  FireSJ™,  *^d 
Wardens  maybe  more  readily  distinguished  at  fires,  the  en^are  toU 
Mayor,  Kecorder,  Aldermen,  and  Assistants,  shall  severally  ed  at  orv. 
bear,  on  those  occasions,  a  wand,  with  a  gilded  flame  at 

the  top;  and  each  of  the  engineers  shall  wear  a  leathern 
cap,  painted  white,  with  a  gilded  front  thereto,  and  a  fire- 
engine  emblazoned  thereon,  and  shall  also  carry  a  speaking- 
trumpet,  painted  black,  with  the  words  "  Chief  Engineer," 
"  Engineer  No.  1,"  &c.,  as  the  case  maybe,  in  white,  which 
shall  also  be  painted  on  their  caps  respectively ;  and  each 
of  the  Fire  Wardens  shall  wear  a  hat,  with  the  brim  black, 
the  crown  painted  white,  and  the  city  arms  blazoned  on 
the  front,  and  shall  also  carry  a  speaking-trumpet,  painted 
white,  with  the  word  "Warden,"  in  black,  painted  thereon. 

XIX.  And  be  k  further  ardainedj  That  the  forjemen  of  en-        oape  o 

tho  firemen 

gine  companies,  and  the  firemen  shall,  when  on  duty,  wear 
leathern  caps,  in  the  form  heretofore  used;  and  the  said 
caps  shall  be  painted  and  distinguished  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing, viz :  the  cap  of  each  foreman  shall  be  painted  black, 
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with  a  white  frontispiece,  and  the  word  "Foreman,"  with 
the  initials  of  the  name  of  the  foreman,  and  the  number  of 
the  engine  to  which  he  belongs,  painted  thereon,  in  black; 
the  cap  of  each  fireman  shall  be  pamted  black,  with  the 
initials  of  the  name  of  the  fireman,  and  the  number  of  the 
engine  to  which  he  belongs,  painted  in  front  thereof,  in 
white.    The  foreman  of  each  of  the  hook  and  ladder  com- 
panies shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  a  white  fron- 
tispiece, and  the  word  "Foreman,"  and  the  initials  of 
his  name,  and  the  number  of  the  company  to  which  he 
belongs,  and  a  hook  and  ladder  painted  thereon,  in  black; 
and  each  member  of  the  hook  and  ladder  companies  shall 
wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  the  initials  of  his  name 
and  the  number  of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  with 
a  hook  and  ladder,  painted  in  front  thereof,  in  white ;  and 
each  foreman  of  the  fire  hose  companies  shall  wear  a  cap, 
painted  black,  with  a  white  frontispiece,  and  the  word 
"Foreman,"  and  the  initials  of  his  name,  and  the  number 
of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  and  a  coU  of  hose 
painted  thereon,  in  black;  and  each  member  of  the  said 
fire  hose  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with 
the  initials  of  his  name,  and  the  number  of  the  company  to 
which  he  belongs,  with  a  coil  of  hose  painted  thereon,  in 
white.    And  the  assistant  to  each  respective  company  shall 
wear  a  cap,  painted  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of  the 
foreman  of  the  company,  with  the  word  "Assistant,"  in 
lieu  of  the  word  foreman.     Andfurther,  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil the  name  of  every  person  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
comply  with  the  foregoing  requisitions,  which  said  person 
shall  thereupon  be  removed  from  his  station. 

Aidermon,      XX.  And  bc  it  further  ordained,  That  the   names  and 

and    JiMA^i'  '' 

aatt,   iire.  pjaces  of  abodc  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
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Engineers,  Fire  Wardens,  and  Foremen  of  the  respective  wwdeos  and 
companies,  and  bell-ringers  shall,  annually,  in  the  month  JJ*^'"*«J 
of  Jone,  be  printed,  and  set  up  in  the  several  watch-houses,  ^l^.  ^^' 
by  the  City  Inspector.  And  whenever  any  fire  shall  hap- 
pen in  the  night,  the  watchmen  shall  give  notice  to  each 
of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  Engineers,  Fire 
Wardens,  Foremen  and  bell-ringers  within  their  respective  ' 
watch  districts.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of 
every  watchman,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  any  fire,  to 
alarm  the  citizens  by  crying  fire,  and  mentioning  the  street 
where  it  may  be,  so  that  the  firemen  and  citizens  may 
thereby  be  generally  directed  where  to  repair;  and  if  any 
watchman  shall  neglect  so  to  do,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  (me  dollar.  And  if  it  shall  happen  that  a  chim- 
ney only  shall  be  on  fire,  either  by  day  or  by  night,  the  fire- 
bell  at  the  City  Hall,  and  the  bells  of  the  several  churches 
in  this  city,  shall  not  be  rung;  but  only  on  occasions  where 
a  building  shall  be  proclaimed  to  be  on  fire.  And  it  is 
enjoined  on  the  occupants  to  place  a  lighted  candle  at  the 
windows  of  their  respective  buildings,  when  fire  may  hap- 
pen at  night,  in  order  that  the  citizens  may  pass  along  the 
streets  with  the  greater  safety. 

XXI.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty    ooosubies 

I  *'   and  ifftrffhili 

of  the  constables  and  marshals  to  repair,  immediately  on  to  attend 
the  alarm  of  fire,  with  their  staves  of  ofiice,  to  the  place 
where  such  fire  may  be ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
constables  then  and  there  to  report  themselves  to  the  high 
constable;  and  of  the  marshals  then  and  there  to  report 
themselves  to  the  first  marshal,  and  to  conform  to  such 
orders  as  may  be  given  them  by  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or 
any  one  of  the  Aldermen  or  Assistants,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  peace,  and  the  removal  of  all  idle  and 
suspected  persons,  or  others  not  actually  or  usefully  em- 
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ployed  in  aiding  the  extinguishment  of  such  fire,  or  in  the 
preservation  of  property  in  the  vicinity  thereof.  And  if 
any  constable  or  marshal  shall  not  attend  at  such  fire,  or 
shall  neglect  so  to  report  himself,  or  to  obey  any  orders 
that  may  be  given  him  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for  each  offense. 

cbfmneyBbe^      XXII.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  if  any  chimney, 
ing  on  flre.    gtovc-pipe,  or  fluc  withiu  this  city,  shall  take  fire,  the  occu- 
pant of  the  house  to  which  such  chimney,  stove-pipe,  or 
flue  appertains,  shall  forfeit  and  pay^rc  dollars. 

carpcDtora,      XXIII.  And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  all  carpenters  and 

kr..  ,t  ►  secure  •'  *■ 

hiiuviogB.  others  making  or  using  shavings,  shall  respectively,  at  the 
close  of  each  day,  cause  the  same  to  be  securely  stowed  in 
some  safe  place,  remote  from  danger  by  means  of  fire,  under 
the  penalty  oifive  dollars  for  each  omission  so  to  do. 

sirwte'**  *°  XXIV.  And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  no  person  shall 
kindle  any  fire,  nor  furnish  the  materials  for  any  fire,  nor 
in  any  way  authorize  or  allow  any  fire  to  be  made  in  any 
street,  road,  or  lane,  or  on  any  pier  or  bulkhead  in  this 
city,  except  for  the  purpose  of  boiling  tar,  which  fire  shall 
not  be  more  than  six  feet  from  the  bulkhead  or  the  end  of  the 
pier,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  such  offense. 

Btraw'^^how  XXV.  Afd  be  it  further  ordained,  That  no  person  shall 
to  be  placed,  jjavc,  put,  or  kccp  any  hay  or  straw,  uncovered,  in  any  stack 
or  pile,  or  in  any  other  way  exposed,  within  one  hundred 
yards  of  any  building  to  the  southward  of  Fourteenth  street, 
or  shall  have,  put,  or  keep,  to  the  southwarji  of  said  Une,  any 
hay,  straw,  hemp,  flax,  shavings,  or  rushes,  in  any  building 
not  built  of  stone  or  brick,  and  covered  with  tile  or  slate, 
or  other  fire-proof  materials,  which  is  or  shall  be  within  ten 
feet  of  any  dwelling-house  or  chimney  whatsoever,  under 
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the  penalty  of  twenty-Jive  dollars  for  every  such  ofiense,  and 
the  further  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  twenty-four 
hours  the  same  shall  so  remain,  after  a  printed  or  written 
notice  has  been  given,  to  the  owner  or  person  having  charge 
thereof,  by  any  Fire  Warden,  to  remove  the  same. 

XXVL  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  no  owner  or  j^^  candid, 
occupant  of  any  stable  within  this  city,  or  any  person  in  gj^  *°  *^- 
the  employment  of  such  owner  or  occupant,  shall  use  there- 
in any  lighted  candle  or  lamp,  except  the  same  shall  be 
securely  kept  within  a  lantern,  under  the  penalty  of  ten 
dollars  for  every  such  offense. 

XX Vn.  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  all  the  fines,  ponaU!e!«, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  this  law  for  not  attend-  priated/ 
ing  fires,  and  for  not  attending  the  meetings  for  washing 
the  fire-engines  and  for  exercising  the  men,  shall,  when 
received,  be  paid  to  the  treasurers  of  the  respective  com- 
panies aforesaid,  in  which  the  delinquencies  may  happen, 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  companies ;  and  that  all  the 
other  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  this  law, 
shall,  when  recovered,  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  "  Fire 
Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,"  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  said  Fire  Department.  And  further,  that  the 
Chief  Engineer  shall,  annually,  on  the  second  Monday  of 
December,  in  each  year,  report  to  the  Common  Council 
the  amount  of  the  sums  which  may  be  received  by  the 
said  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the 
application  thereof. 

XXV  III.  And  be  it  further  ordained.   That  it  shall  be     ponaiii.^, 
lawful  for  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  e^.  ^^^' 
and  for  the  respective  companies  before  mentioned,  or 
persons  duly  authorized  by  them,  to  receive,  sue  for,  and 
recover,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
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monalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  all  the  fines,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures  hereby  imposed,  which  shall  be  appropri- 
ated for  their  respective  uses  as  aforesaid. 

not  ^to°*bS  XXIX.  Ajid  be  it  further  ordaincdy  That  no  person  shall 
deTi^rtoS;  be  elected  a  fireman  until  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
***  twenty-one  years ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  fore- 

men of  the  respective  fire  companies,  when  they  report  to 
the  Chief  Engineer  the  names  of  the  persons  elected  fire- 
men, to  certify  that  the  persons  so  elected  are  at  least 
twenty-one  years  of  age. 

ccrtiflcaier.  XXX.  And  bc  it  farther  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  to  furnish  the 
certificates,  required  to  be  furnished  to  the  firemen,  with- 
out fee  or  reward. 


Firo  iimite  A  memorial  and  bill,  on  the  14th  January,  1828,  were 
to  c extend-  ^j.^gj.gj  ^^  jjg  authenticated  by  the  Common  Council,  and 
presented  to  the  Legislature,  extending  the  fire  limits  over 
the  Seventh  Ward;  various  petitions  and  remonstrances 
were  urged  by  the  Seventh  Ward  subsequently,  and  a  se- 
cond order  was  made  by  the  Common  Council  on  the  24th 
March,  1828,  to  make  application  to  the  Legislature  to  in- 
clude the  Seventh  Ward  within  the  fire  limits,  but  such 
bill  was  not  enacted  by  the  Legislature. 

Term  of     A  rcsolutiou  that  the  term  of  service  of  our  firemen  be 
flrcmen  rc-  rcduccd  to  sovcn  ycars  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

daool  to  '' 

wven  yeaw.  AppUcatious  to  the  Lcgislaturcj  on  the  11th  August,  1828. 
On  the  6th  of  October,  of  the  same  year,  the  firemen  of  the 
city  petitioned  to  have  the  term  of  service  reduced  from  ten 
to  seven  years  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  same  Conmaittee, 
who  reported  on  the  26th  of  January,  1829.     The  report 
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was  laid  on  the  table  at  that  time.  A  resolution  was  pre- 
sented and  referred,  at  the  same  meeting,  to  limit  the  num- 
ber of  years  to  seven,  and  to  allow dollars  to  every 

member  becoming  exempt,  and  discharge  him  from  all  ex- 
cept jury  duty. 

The  Committee  reported  again  on  the  9th  February, 
1829  (vol.  67  P.  C.  C,  p.  38),  vdth  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  approved : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  prepare  a  law, 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  for 
enactment,  providing  that  all  persons  who  shall  become 
firemen  after  the  1st  of  February,  inst.,  shall  be  required 
to  serve  but  seven  years,  and  that  all  present  members 
liaving  served  seven,  eight,  or  nine  years,  shall  be  required 
to  serve  but  one  year  more,  and  all  present  members  hav- 
ing served  six  years,  or  a  less  term  than  six  years,  be  re- 
quu«d  to  serve  so  much  longer  as  shall  make  up  their 
whole  term  of  service  to  eight  years. 

The  Counsel,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1829,  presented 
the  draft  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled An  Act  granting  Privileges  to  the  Firemen  of  the  City 
of  New  York,"  passed  April  12th,  1816,  which  was  for- 
warded to  the  Legislature,  with  a  suitable  memorial,  duly 
authenticated,  and  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  on  the 
4th  of  April,  1829. 

On  the  8th  December,  1828,  Jameson  Cox,  Esq.,  then    j.  cox  re- 

Alfred  Rtf 

Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  tendered  his  res-  ^^  J^r 
ignation  in  consequence  of  ill  health ;  which  was  accepted.  J^^tS"  **** 
The  Conmion  Council,  on  the  4th  ballot,  elected  Uzziah     . 
Wenman  to  fill  the  vacancy.     (Vol.  66  P.  C.  C,  MSS., 
p.  108.) 
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The  following  resolutiou  was  adopted  on  the  2eth  of 

January,  1829: 
n^TJrJrt'!      Resolved,  That  the   Special  Committee  on  Water  be 
mruU^unit  added,  in  connection  with  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  De- 
*^'  partment,  on  the  subject  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  to 

extinguish  fires.     (Vol.  66  of  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  308.) 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  on  the  26th  of 
January,  1829 : 

fcine^S.m|lS.'  Rcsolvcd,  That  uo  pcrson  shall  be  permitted  to  become  a 
member  of  Supply  Fire  Engine  Company  No.  1,  who  has 
not  served  five  years  in  the  Fire  Department  of  this  city. 

This  resolution  was  repealed  on  the  8th  of  February, 
1830,  in  consequence  of  the  passage  of  the  act  reducing  the 
time  of  service  of  firemen  from  ten  to  seven  years. 

•xicDao'r"'  Various  bills  and  memorials  were  authenticated  and 
directed  to  bo  sent  to  the  Legislature,  in  relation  to  extend- 
ing the  fire  limits ;  one  to  extend  the  same  over  all  the 
Seventh  and  Fourteenth  Wards,  was  ordered  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1829 ;  also  one  to  extend  the  fire  limits  north  as 
far  as  Spring  street,  from  Broadway,  west,  to  the  river; 
ordered  February  23,  1829. 

Accordingly,  the  law  of  May  1st,  1829,  was  enacted,  and 
on  its  presentation  to  the  Common  Council,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department,  to  ascertain  or 
express  an  opinion  when  it  became  operative,  in  1829  or 
1830.  The  Committee  reported  on  the  18th  of  May,  1S29, 
that  as  no  resolution  which  the  Common  Council  might 
adopt  could  have  any  influence  (the  construction  of  the 
.  law  being  a  matter  exclusively  pertaining  to  the  Judici- 
ary), it  was  not  expedient  that  they  should  express  any 
opinion  on  the  subject. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIRE    DEPARTMENT.  223 

A  report,  signed  by  Messrs.  Isaac  Brown,  Stevens,  Ben- 
jamin M.  Brown,  Palmer,  and  Engs,  Committee  on  the  Fire 
Department,  adopted  on  the  16th  March,  1829,  in  relation 
to  the  supply  of  water  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing 
fires,  Ac,  states,  that,  owing  to  the  supply  of  water  for 
culinary  pxirposes  being  of  a  quality  much  superior  to  that 
supplied  by  the  Manhattan  Company,  citizens  residing  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  city  are  unwilling  to  take  the  Man- 
hattan water,  hence  no  water  pipes  laid  in  all  that  part 
of  the  city  lying  tibove  Grand  street,  or  Pearl  street  on 
the  east  side  of  the  city,  and  therefore  no  protection  is 
afibrded  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  fires.  The 
Committee  also  state  that  "  Another  mode  of  supplying 
is  by  cisterns,  and  this,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  already 
in  operation.  The  Corporation  has  at  present  forty 
public  cisterns,  which  have  cost,  on  an  average,  six  hun- 
dred dollars  each,  making,  in  all,  a  cost  of  at  least  twenty- 
four  thousand  dollars.  They  usually  contain  one  hundred 
hogsheads  each.  Now,  to  provide  for  the  section  of  the 
city  between  Fourteenth  and  Grand  streets,  on  Broad- 
way and  Fourteenth  and  Pearl  streets,  on  Chatham  street, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  city,  by  cisterns,  would  require 
the  construction  of  at  least  sixty  additional  cisterns,  sup- 
posing that  each  one  thousand  feet  square  required  a 
cistern,  and  if  we  estimate  them  at  six  hundred  dollars 
each  (including  expenses  of  assessments),  it  will  make  the 
sum  of  thirty-six  thousand  dollars.  The  cisterns  would 
probably  not  last  longer  than  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
years,  and  would  require  considerable  expense  in  repairs 
of  leaks,  and  for  leaders,  &c.,  during  that  time.  Your 
Committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  recommend  to 
the  Board  the  lapng  down  of  two  lines  of  iron  pipe  for 
the  security  against  fires  of  the  section  of  the  city  above 
described." 
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The  Committee  proposed  to  lay  one  line  of  tubes  from 
about  Fourteenth  street,  through  the  Bowery,  to  its  termi- 
nation with  Chatham  street,  a  distance  of  six  thousand  five 
hundred  feet,  and  also  a  line  of  tubes,  commencing  at  the 
same  place,  through  Broadway  to  Canal  street,  a  distance 
of  five  thousand  five  hundred  feet.  The  diameter  of  the 
tubes  to  be  twelve  inches,  the  cost  of  the  tubes  to  be  one 
dollar  and  fourteen  cents  per  foot,  or  six  thousand  and 
twenty  dollars  per  mile ;  the  expense  of  laying  down  to 
be  eighty-six  cents  per  foot,  or  four  thousand  six  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  per  mile.  The  distance  of  these  two 
lines  to  be  about  twelve  thousand  feet,  or  two  and  one- 
fourth  miles,  and  the  aggregate  expense  of  laying  down 
tubes,  and  five  hundred  dollars  for  plugs  or  hydrants,  to 
amount  to  twenty-four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
The  Committee  further  state  that  "The  expense  of  a 
wooden  reservoir,  containing  two  thousand  hogsheads, 
equal  to  twenty  cisterns,  is  estimated  to  cost  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  making,  in  all, 
twenty-six  thousand  dollars.  It  is  believed  that  the  power 
of  a  single  horse  will  be  suificient  to  pump  the  water  into 
the  reservoir,  and  the  annual  expense  of  a  horse  and  man 
ought  not  to  exceed  seven  hundred  dollars.  Your  Com- 
mittee arc  of  opinion  that  water  sufficient  for  the  purpose 
of  extinguishing  fires  may  be  obtained  anywhere  about 
the  part  of  the  city  referred  to.  In  fact,  there  are  wells 
already  dug  which  would  fill  the  tubes  and  reservoirs;  and 
as  it  is  contemplated  to  use  the  water  only  for  fires,  there 
would  be  no  constant  demand,  excepting  to  supply  the 
waste  water.*' 

The  Committee  deemed  that  the  laying  of  said  pipes  as 
aforesaid,  though  at  considerable  distance  from  the  East 
and  North  Rivers,  would  be,  nevertheless,  sufficient  for  the 
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purpose  of  extinguishing  fires,  from  the  fact  of  the  gradual 
descent  of  the  ground  towards  each  river ;  although  the 
Committee  remark  that,  hereafter,  if  additional  security  is 
required,  small  tubes,  of  six  inches  diameter,  may  be  laid 
down,  to  subdivide  the  sections  referred  to.  The  Com- 
mittee go  on  to  state  that  the  proposed  plan  would  go  to 
reduce  the  labor  of  firemen,  and  make  their  duty  compara- 
tively light ;  and  that  in  their  opinion  the  Fire,  as  a  vol- 
unteer Department,  could  not  be  upheld  in  our  extended 
city,  without  reducing  the  excessive  labor  of  procuring 
water. 

On  the  20th  April,  1829,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

Resolvedf  That  the  contract  made  by  the  Committee  on  omtractror 

_  Iron      pipes 

the  Fire  Department,  in  behalf  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  J^S?""' 
and  Conunonalty,  with  Mark  Richards,  of  Philadelphia,  for 
iron  pipes  and  castings,  be  authenticated  during  the  recess 
of  the  Board,  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  following  resolution  was  presented  and  referred  on 
the  14th  July,  1829 : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sup-     Fivehnn- 

"■■     dred   doUan 

plymg  the  City  with  Water,  to  report  upon  the  expediency  v^^^^^^^ 
of  offering  a  premium  of  five  hunered  dollars  for  the  best  ^*°8   ''*■ 
plan  for  supplying  the  city  with  pure  and  wholesome  water, 
to  be  approved  of  by  said  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  reported  on  the  Resen-oir 
16th  November,  1829,  that  although  they  had  excavated**  ^*"'**- 
only  fifty  feet  in  depth  at  Thirteenth  street,  yet  the  quan- 
tity of  water  would  be  sufficient  to  fill  the  reservoir  and 
pipes,  as  it  is  estimated  that  seventy  hogsheads  of  water  are 
issued  in  a  day ;  that  the  cast-iron  tank  was  received  from 
15 
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Philadelphia,  and  that  the  same  should  be  inclosed  with  a 
brick  or  wooden  building ;  the  cost  of  the  former  being 
estimated  at  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  of 
the  latter  two  thousand  dollars. 

Which  report  was  agreed  to. 

In  relation  to  procuring  water  for  the  extinguishment 
of  fires,  the  following  resolution  was  presented  and  referred 
on  the  16th  November,  1829 : 

■lonwS"*^'  Rooked,  That  a  competent  practical  man  be  appointed 
SIi^**''*for  ^^^  employed  to  act  as  a  Commissioner  or  Agent  for  the 
clty*withwa-  Common  Council,  to  procure  information,  and  to  make 
plans  and  estimates  for  supplying  the  city  (abundantly) 
with  pure  and  wholesome  water ;  said  Commissioner,  or 
his  successor,  to  be  continued  as  Superintendent  of  this 
highly  important  public  business. 

The  Water  Committee  was  also  directed  to  explore  the 
Croton  and  other  rivers  for  procuring  a  supply  of  water. 

Nevertheless,  assessments  for  sixteen  more  public  cisterns 
were  presented  for  confirmation  to  the  Common  Council 
on  the  7th  December,  1829. 


From  a  report  made  by  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment, on  the  19th  April,  1830,  the  following  extracts 
are  taken : 

That  they  have  caused  to  be  erected  on  the  public  ground, 
on  the  comer  of  Bowery  and  Thirteenth  street,  a  stone 
tower,  forty-four  feet  diameter  and  twenty-seven  feet  high, 
on  which  there  is  now  putting  up  an  iron  tank  of  forty- 
three  feet  diameter  and  twenty  feet  high,  which  will  con- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIBE  DEPABTBCENT.  227 

tain  three  hundred  and  five  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-two  gallons  of  water;  that  the  line  of  twelve-inch 
iron  pipes  are  completed  from  the  reservoir,  through  Thir^ 
teenth  street  and  Broadway  to  Canal  street ;  and  the  line 
is  nearly  completed  through  the  Third  avenue  and  the 
Boweiy  to  Catharine  street.  •  •  • 

The  whole  will  comprise  thirty  fire-plugs,  six  stop-cocks, 
and  eighteen  thousand  and  sixty  feet  of  iron  pipes,  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and 
sixty  gallons  of  water,  capable  of  being  thrown  sixty  feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  highest  elevation  of  the  streets. 
•  •  That  they  have  caused  a  well  to  be  dug  eigh- 
teen feet  diameter  and  seventy  feet  deep.  "•  • 
The  greatest  quantity  at  any  time  in  the  well  is  estimated 
at  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty 
gallons  of  water,  *  *  and  that  a  steam-engine 
would  be  available. 

The  Committee  were  thereupon  authorized  to  procure  a 
steam-engine,  at  a  sum  not  to  exceed  five  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  on  July  13th, 
1829: 

ReBolvedf  That  the  captains  of  each  watch  district  be    watchmen 
directed  to  mstnict  the  watchmen  under  their  direction  to  incaseofuro. 
cause  every  alarm  of  fire  to  be  made  as  general  as  possi- 
ble, by  crjring  aloud  the  name  of  the  street  or  part  of  the 
city  where  the  fire  may  be.    ( VoL  69  P.  C.  C,  MSS.»  p.  26.) 


The  Committee  on  Applications  to  the  Legislature  made  a 
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report  on  the  15th  of  February,  1830,  and  presented  a  fonn 
of  a  law  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  The  law  was  taken  up  by  sections,  and  a 
number  of  said  sections  approved  on  the  15th  of  February, 
and  the  remainder  on  the  1st  of  March,  1830,  the  bill  was 
engrossed,  authenticated,  and  forwarded  to  Albany;  this 
Dwellings,  bill  rclatcs  more  particularly  to  the  construction  of  dwell- 
■tructed.  iag&f  stores,  &c.,  and  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  the 
State  laws  relative  to  the  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  It  was  enacted  by  the  Legislature  on  the  20th 
April,  1830.  (Vide  Laws  of  the  State,  53d  Session,  chap. 
291.) 

The  following  is  an  ordinance  relative  to  injuries  to 
hydrants : 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  (f 
the  City  of  New  Yorkj  as  follows: 

notto^b^to-  ^Y  person  not  being  the  Chief  Engineer,  nor  engineer 
J"^'  nor  foreman  of  a  fire  company,  who  shall  unscrew  any  or 
either  of  the  hydrants  belonging  to  the  Corporation  water- 
works, erected  for  the  extinguishment  of  fire,  or  who  shall 
interfere  with  the  same,  or  any  part  of  the  works  belong- 
ing to  said  establishment,  whereby  the  said  establishment, 
or  any  or  either  of  the  pipes,  hydrants,  stop-cocks,  or  any 
part  of  the  works  may  be  injured,  or  the  water  taken 
P«»>*r  therefrom  or  wasted,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  fifty 
dollars  for  each  and  every  such  offense ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Corporation  Attorney  to  prosecute  all 
offenders  under  this  law. 

Passed  October  11,  1830.    (Vol.  73  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p. 
166.) 
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On  the  15th  November,  1830,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted : 

Resolvedj  That  the  11th  section  of  the  14th  chap,  of   nroward- 

'*-  enstobeap- 

the  ordinances  of  the  Common  Council  (passed  1827),  be  JJJJJ^'J^ 
amended  so  as  to  read,  "  but  none  other  than  those  who  ^  y^iS 
have  been  firemen  at  least  three  years,  shall  be  so  recom- 
mended." 


A  LAW  to  amend  a  law  passed  SOth  Aprilj  1827,  entitled 
**A  Law/or  Preventing  and  Extinguishing  FiresJ** 

Passed  January  10th,  1831. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of 
the  City  of  New  YorJcj  in  Common  Council  convened: 

§  1.  That  every  fireman  hereafter  recommended  through 
the  Chief  Engineer  to  the  Common  Council,  as  a  suitable 
person  to  be  appointed  a  Fire  Warden,  shall  be  at  the  time 
of  such  recommendation  an  actual  resident  and  inhabitant  of 
the  uxtrd/or  which  such  return  shall  be  made. 

^  2.  Be  it  further  ordained^  That  in  case  any  Fire  Warden^ 
appointed  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  shall  remove 
from  the  ward  to  which  he  shall  have  been  appointed,  the 
said  office  shall  be  deemed  vacant,  and  the  Chief  Engineer 
diall  notify  the  company  of  Fire  Wardens  to  proceed  to 
fill  the  vacancy  thus  made.  (Vol.  74,  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p. 
132.) 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  on  the  28th  of 
February,  1831 : 
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Resolved^  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  prepare  a  me- 
morial to  the  Legislature,  setting  forth  the  wants  of  the 
city  in  relation  to  a  full  and  ample  supply  of  water,  as 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  city  against  fire,  and  to  be 
of  a  pure  and  wholesome  quality,  as  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  health  and  lives  of  our  fellow-citizens; 
also,  that  the  Manhattan  Company,  although  chartered  in 
the  year  1799,  for  the  express  and  apparently  sole  purpose 
of  furnishing  the  city  these  inestimable  blessings,  have 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Common  Council,  complied  with 
the  conditions  of  their  charter,  and  stating  that,  under 
such  circumstances,  it  has  become  necessary  for  the  Cor- 
poration to  do  that  which  the  Manhattan  Company  have 
failed  to  perform ;  and  that  there  exist  powers  in  the  act 
relating  to  this  Company,  authorizing  them  to  take,  by 
process  of  law,  all  streams  of  water,  and  to  divert  water- 
courses from  their  natural  channels,  and  also,  in  like  man- 
ner, to  possess  themselves  of  other  property ;  which  powers 
the  Manhattan  Company  have  wholly  failed  to  use,  there- 
fore asking  a  repeal  of  the  said  powers  now  vested  in  said 
Company,  and  the  vesting,  exclusively,  all  such  powers  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  in  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
New  York.     (Vol.  74  P.  C.  C,  MSS.,  p.  320.) 

The  various  memorials  to  the  Legislature  in  relation  to 
pure  and  wholesome  water,  resulted  in  the  passage  of  the 
acts  of  May  2d,  1834,  and  May  25th,  1836,  and  the  final 
establishment  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct.  (For  a  further 
and  complete  history  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct,  see  a  me- 
moir of  the  construction,  cost,  and  capacity  of  the  Croton 
Aqueduct,  by  Charles  King.) 
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183L 
A  LAW  forming  a  hydrant  Jire  company. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of 
the  City  of  New  YorTc^  in  Common  Council  convened: 

%  1.  That  a  company  shall  be  organized,  to  consist  of  a      Hydrant 
foreman,  assistant,  and  clerk,  and  twenty  men,  to  be  fire-  «»y- 
men  and  hydrantmen ;  and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  on  an 
alarm  of  fire,  to  proceed  to  the  hydrants,  and  see  to  the  . 
water  being  properly  let  out,  and  that  the  hydrants  are 
not  injured,  and  that  they  are  properly  secured  and  put  in 
order  after  the  fire  is  extinguished ;  and  also  to  see  that  the 
stop-cocks  are  kept  in  order,  and  generally  to  attend  to 
the  engines  being  supplied  with  water  from  the  reservoir, 
and  to  report  all  injuries  and  defects  which  they  may  dis- 
cover in  any  part  of  the  works,  to  the  Chief  Engineer;  and 
that  the  caps  of  said  company  shall  be  painted  black,  and 
the  words  hydrant  company  on  the  frontispiece  thereof. 

§  2.  Ajid  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  said  company  By-iawi. 
shall  have  the  like  power  with  other  firemen,  to  make  by- 
laws for  their  own  government,  and  such  regulations  as 
wiU  more  particularly  insure  the  performance  of  their  du- 
ties not  defined  in  this  law;  provided  that  no  individual 
shall  be  appointed  a  hydrantman  in  said  company,  unless 
he  is  an  exempt  fireman. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  8,  1831. 
Passed  by  the  Boardof  Assistant  Aldermen,  June  11, 1831. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  16,  1831. 
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AN  ACT  continuing  the  Laws  now  in  force. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor y  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened : 

That  all  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Common  Council 
now  in  force,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  re-ordained  and 
re-enacted,  and  to  remain  in  force  until  repealed  or  modi- 
fied, or  until  they  expire  by  operation  of  law. 

Passed  by  both  Boards,  September  19,  1831. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  September  21,  1831. 


A  LAW  creating  a  Fire  and  Building  Department^  and  pre- 
scribing  the  duties  of  the  officers  ihere(f. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the 
City  of  New  Yorhj  in  Common  Council  convened : 

%  1.  That  there  shall  be  created  and  organized  a  Fire  and 
Building  Department. 

Fire  and  ^2.  And  be  it  furtlier  ordained^  That  three  discreet  and 
JS^uiS.St'^  proper  persons  shall  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  Fire 
and  Building  Department,  to  be  called  and  known  as  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Fire  and  Building  Department,  and 
that  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  a  Superintendent  of 
Buildings,  Chief  Engineer,  and  Commissioner  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

§3.  And  he  it  further  ordaimdy  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Buildings  to  advertise  for  esti- 
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mates  for  all  public  buildings  which  may  hereafter  be 
erected  under  the  authority  of  the  Common  Council,  for 
all  repairs  which  may  be  required  for  the  public  buildings 
now  in  use,  or  which  are  now  erecting,  or  may  be  hereaf- 
ter erected  by  the  Corporation  (except  slight  repairs),  for 
the  building  of  new  engines,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Common  Council,  and  for  all  other  subjects  connected  with 
building  and  repairs,  which  are  not  embraced  in  other  de- 
partments, and  in  conjunction  with  the  Chief  Engineer,  and 
Commissioner  of  the  Fire  Department,  to  present  such  es- 
timates to  the  Common  Council  for  their  approbation,  pre- 
vious to  furnishing  contracts  for  the  same  ;  to  examine  and 
supervise  all  public  works  which  are  in  progress,  and  which 
are  connected  with  the  Fire  and  Building  Department,  and 
to  suggest  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Fire  Department  all 
subjects  connected  with  the  same,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
are  necessary. 

§4.  And  be  it  farther  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  jixxxjoi 
of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  the  names  of  persons  who  ^^''^' 
may  be  designated  by  the  engineers  and  foremen  as  suita- 
ble persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Common  Council  to  fill 
such  vacancies  as  may  occur  in  fire  companies ;  in  all  cases 
of  fire,  to  have  the  sole  and  absolute  command  and  control 
over  all  the  engineers,  and  other  members  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment; to  direct  the  other  engineers  to  take  proper 
measures  that  the  fire-engines  be  suitably  arranged  and 
duly  worked;  to  examine,  once  in  every  month,  into  the 
condition  and  number  of  the  fire-engines  and  buckets,  and 
other  fire  apparatus,  and  fire-engine  houses,  and  report  the 
same  to  the  Common  Council  twice  in  every  year ;  and 
whenever  any  of  the  said  fire-engines,  and  other  apparatus, 
shall  be  required  to  be  repaired,  or  new  ones  built,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  personally,  to  inspect 
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the  building  of  the  same,  to  report,  in  writing,  all  accidents 
by  fire>  with  the  probable  causes  thereof,  and  the  number 
and  the  description  of  the  buildings  destroyed  or  injured, 
together  with  the  names  of  the  owners  or  occupants,  to 
the  City  Inspector,  who  shall  keep  an  accurate  register  of 
the  same,  and  to  suggest  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  the  Fire  and  Building  Department  any  improvements 
which,  in  his  opinion,  can  be  made  in  the  Fire  Department ; 
and  that  he  shall  be  required  to  attend  at  the  office  of  the 
Department. 

^  Water  <^  5,  And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Fire  Department  to  give  their 
personal  attention  and  supervision  to  the  laying  down  of 
all  such  water  pipes  as  the  Common  Council  may  direct; 
to  take  charge  of  the  reservoir  and  water  establishment 
in  Thirteenth  street ;  to  see  that  the  hydrants  are  in  order, 
and  generally  to  supervise  and  direct  all  the  subjects  con- 
nected with  a  full  and  ample  supply  of  water  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  fires. 

Bills  to  bo  '^  6.  And  he  it  further  ordained^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
coml^lsaim^  of  the  Said  Commissioners  of  the  Fire  and  Building  De- 
partment to  examine,  and  if  found  correct,  to  sign  all  bills 
for  expenditures  connected  with  said  Department,  which 
bills  shall  not  be  audited  by  the  Comptroller,  except  coun- 
tersigned by  a  majority  of  said  Commissioners;  also  to  sug- 
gest to  the  Common  Council,  from  time  to  time,  all  sub- 
jects connected  with  said  Department  which  may  be  deemed 
important,  and  to  report  to  the  Attorney  of  the  Common 
Council  any  infraction  of  the  laws  and  ordinances  con- 
nected with  the  same. 


tionera 


commis.      ^  7.  And  he  it  further  ordained^  That  the  Commissioners 


■worn.        of  the  Fire  and  Building  Department  shall  be  sworn  to 
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the  faitiiful  performance  of  their  duties,  and  shall  each 
give  bonds,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Common  Council,  in  the  penal  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  faithfully  to  perform  such  duties. 

§  8.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  all  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  Common  Council  in  relation  to  building 
and  repairs,  and  the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of  Re- 
pairs, in  relation  to  the  Fire  Department,  which  are  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  shall  not 
be  construed  as  modified,  repealed,  or  afiected  thereby,  but 
shall  continue  and  remain  in  full  force. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  September 
26,  1831. 
Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  3,  1831. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  6,  1831. 
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1832. 

Resokcdj  That  the  third  section  of  the  laws  for  prevent- 
ing and  extinguishing  fires  be  so  amended,  in  the  third 
line,  as  to  read,  "  of  the  engineers  and  foremen," 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  Novem- 
ber 21,  1831- 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  28, 1831. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  January  3,  1832. 


Fire  limits, 


Resolvedy  That  it  is  expedient  so  to  extend  the  fire  limits 
as  to  include  all  that  part  of  the  city  contained  within  the 
following  description,  viz. :  beginning  on  West  street,  one 
hundred  feet  northerly  from  Spring  street,  and  running 
thence,  northerly,  along  West  street  to  Bank  street; 
thence,  easterly,  through  Bank  street  to  Greenwich  lane ; 
thence,  southerly,  through  Greenwich  lane,  to  the  east  side 
of  the  Sixth  avenue,  at  a  point  distant  northerly,  one 
hundred  feet,  from  Eighth  street ;  thence,  westerly,  along 
the  Sixth  avenue  to  a  line  distant,  southerly,  one  hundred 
feet  from  An\ity  lane  ;  thence,  easterly,  and  parallel  with 
Amity  street,  to  a  line  distant,  westerly,  one  hundred  feet 
from  Greene  street ;  thence,  southerly,  and  parallel  with 
Greene  street,  to  a  line  distant  one  hundred  feet,  northerly, 
from  Spring  street ;  and  thence,  westerly,  and  parallel 
with  Spring  street,  to  West  street,  at  the  place  of  begin- 
ning.   Also,  beginning  at  the  Bowery,  one  hundred  feet 
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northerly  from  Rivington  street,  and  running  thence, 
northerly,  along  the  Bowery,  to  a  line  distant,  southerly, 
one  hundred  feet  from  North  street ;  thence,  easterly,  and 
parallel  with  North  street  to  Orchard  street;  thence, 
southerly,  along  Orchard  street  to  a  line  distant  one  hun- 
dred feet,  northerly,  from  Rivington  street ;  and  thence, 
westerly,  and  parallel  with  Rivington  street,  to  the  Bow- 
ery, at  the  place  of  beginning. 

Ruolved^  That  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  be  direct- 
to  make  the  necessary  application  to  the  Legislature  to 
carry  into  eflfect  the  preceding  resolution ;  the  law  to  take 
effect  on  the  first  day  of  August  next. 

Adopted  by  both  Boards,  March  19,  1832. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  22, 1832. 


Resolved^  That  the  Committees  of  the  two  Boards  onwatw'cSS 
Pire  and  Water,  hereafter  be  a  Joint  Committee  on  all^iST**** 
subjects  referred  to  them  by  either  Board. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  April  9, 
1832. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  16,  1832. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  19,  1832. 


Resolution  as  to  a  proviso  in  the  law  entitled,  "  A  law 
forming  a  hydrant  fire  company." 

Resolvedf  That  the  proviso  contained  in  the  law  entitled,  peaM.    '^ 
"  A  law  forming  a  hydrant  fire  company,"  approved  July 
16, 1831,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  that  no 
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individual  shall  be  appointed  a  hydrantman  in  the  hydrant 
company,  unless  he  shall  hare  served  as  a  fireman  for  at 
least  three  years. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  April  23, 
1832. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  30,  1832. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1832. 


Resolution  relative  tp  the  Fire  Wardens  of  the  Ninth  and 
Fifteenth  Wards. 

Divif«ion  of     Resolved,  That  the  Fire  Wardens  of  the  Ninth  Ward  be 

Fire  Wardens   t.tt,  ■,.  i/»i  *  t      *        t       -r^'/s 

of  t^  Ninth  divided,  by  electmg  such  of  them  as  reside  m  the  Fifteenth, 
to  be  Fire  Wardens  of  said  Ward ;  and  that  the  present 
members  of  said  Ninth  Ward  company  proceed  to  fill  the 
vacancies  from  the  Ninth  and  Fifteenth,  to  fill  both  com- 
panies, and  that  the  same  be  presented  to  the  next  joint 
meeting. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  served 
on  Fire  Warden  Company,  Ninth  Ward. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  23,  1832. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  April  30, 
1832. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1832. 


A  LAW   relating  to  Estimates  of  the  Street  Commissioner^^ 
and  Fire  and  Building  Departments. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened: 

That  such  parts  of  the  ordinance,  entitled,  "  A  law  cre- 
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ating  a  Street  Commissioner's  Department,  and  prescribing 
the  duties  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  Assistant  Street 
Commissioner,  and  Superintendent  of  Wharves  and  Piers," 
and  such  parts  of  the  ordinance,  entitled,  "A  law  creating 
a  Fire  and  Building  Department,"  as  require  the  Street 
Commissioners,  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Fire  and  Build- 
ing Department,  to  report  the  estimates  for  the  objects 
embraced  by  their  respective  departments,  to  the  Common 
CouncU,  previously  to  completing  contracts  for  the  same, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  Street  Commissioner, 
previously  to  entering  into  contracts  for  objects  embraced 
by  his  Department,  shall  submit  the  estimates  for  such  ob- 
jects to  Conmiittees  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Board 
of  Assistant  Aldermen,  for  their  approbation,  to  wit :  (esti- 
mates for  wells  and  pumps,  and  paving  and  repaving  streets, 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets;  estimates  for  canals  and 
sewers,  and  constructing  roads,  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals ;  estimates  for  building  wharves  and  piers,  to 
the  Committee  on  Wharves  and  Public  Lands  and  Places;) 
and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Fire  and  Building  Depart- 
ment shall,  previously  to  entering  into  contracts  for  objects 
embraced  in  their  Department,  subject  their  estimates  for 
such  objects  to  the  Committees  on  Public  Offices  and  Re- 
pairs, of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Board  of  Assistant 
Aldermen,  for  approbation. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  6,  1832. 

Passed  by  tiie  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  April  30, 
1832. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  2,  1832. 
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A  LAW  to  amend  "-4  law  for  preventing  and  extinguishing 
JireSf''  passed  April  30,  1827. 

The  Mayor  f  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  follows: 

Expelled  %  1.  That  any  fireman  having  been  found  guflty  of  an 
•ugibie.  offense  agamst  the  ordmances  of  the  Common  Council,  and 
having  thereby  resigned,  or  been  expelled,  shall  not  be  eli- 
gible to  an  appointment  in  any  company  from  which  he 
may  have  been  so  expelled,  nor  re-appointed  a  fireman  in 
any  case. 

appaJitMnJ  ^^'  ^^^^  ^0  much  of  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  law 
^^'^'  hereby  amended,  as  directs  the  firemen  to  draw  out  the  fire- 
engines  and  the  implements,  in  order  to  wash  and  cleanse 
them,  and  to  exercise  the  men,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed  ;  Provided,  hotvever,  this  section  shall  not  apply  to 
any  fire  company  attached  to  an  engine  not  located  within 
the  lamp  and  watch  district. 

^  3«  That  all  firemen  attached  to  a  fire-engine,  hose,  or 
hook  and  ladder  company  whose  machine  and  implements 
shall  have  been  ordered  to  the  Corporation  yard,  for  want 
of  a  sufficient  complement  of  men  to  manage  the  same, 
shall,  at  every  fire,  report  themselves  to  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer, or  to  an  engineer  in  command,  and  be  subject  to  his 
order  and  direction,  and  perform  their  duty  as  firemen; 
and  for  every  default  thereof,  each  fireman  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  three  dollars. 

tfi?k!J!  """^  §  *•  That  no  fire-engine  shall  be  let  out  for  hire,  or  lent, 
in  any  case,  without  permission  from  the  Alderman  or 
Assistant  Alderman  of  the  ward  wherein  it  is  wanted  to  be 
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used;  and  the  Chief  Engineer,  in  default  thereof,  and  the 
firemen  so  offending,  shall  be  removed  from  the  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  15,  1832. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  June  26^ 
1832. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  3,  1832. 


A  LAW  to  protect  the  engine  leaders  and  hose/rom  getting 
injured  cUjires* 

Beit  ordained  by  the  Mayor  ^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the 
City  of  New  YorJcf  in  Common  Council  convened: 

%  1.  That  all  carts,  engines,  stages,  and  carriages,  oi^^^^^^ 
every  description,  are  hereby  prohibited  from  running  over 
the  hose  or  leaders  at  fires,  under  the  penalty  of  five  dol- 
lars for  each  and  every  offense,  which  fine  or  penalty  shall 
be  collected  by  the  Corporation  Attorney,  from  the  owner 
of  said  cart,  stage,  or  carriage,  or  of  the  oflBcers  of  said  en- 
gine, hook  and  ladder,  or  hose  company,  that  has  commit- 
ted the  offense ;  and  the  whole  of  said  penalty,  when  re- 
ceived, shall  be  paid  over  by  the  said  attorney  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department  Fund. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  September 
24,  1832. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  3,  1832. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  6,  1832. 
16 
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Resolution  concerning  instructions  of  Captains  of  the 
Watch  to  their  respective  men,  as  to  engine-houses. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Captains  of  the  Watch  give 
special  instructions  to  the  respective  watchmen  having  an 
engine-house  on  his  post,  to  report  whether  the  same  is 
not  occupied  or  frequented  by  boys  at  all  hours  of  the 
night,  and  report  the  same  to  this  Board,  so  that  some 
provision  may  be  made  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  10, 1832. 

Adopted  by  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  December 
28,  1832. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  31,  1832. 
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183?. 

Resolution  that  Captains  of  the  Watch  report  in  all 
cases  of  fire,  when  the  church  bells  do  not  ring,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  the  Captains  of  the  Watch  report  to  his  ^^18.°**°^ 
Honor  the  Mayor  all  cases  where  the  church  bells  are  not, 
or  do  not  ring  on  the  alarm  of  fire ;  also,  that  they  be  di- 
rected to  enforce  the  law  relative  to  the  watchmen  calling 
out  the  street,  or  between  what  streets  the  fire  is ;  and  in 
case  of  default  by  any  watchman  in  the  premises,  that  the 
captain  shall,  forthwith,  report  him  or  them  to  the  Mayor, 
for  dismissal. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  7,  1833. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  January 
14,  1833. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  January  17,  1833. 


Resolution  authorizing  Captains  of  Sub-watch  to  place 
two  additional  men  in  the  cupola  of  tower  of  Delancey 
and  Attorney  streets,  &c. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Captain  of  the  Sub-watch  house,  at  Beiirincen. 
the  comer  of  Delancey  and  Attorney  streets,  be  ordered 
and  directed  to  have  two  more  men,  and  place  one  of  them 
in  the  cupola  of  the  same  every  night,  to  look  for  fires, 
and  give  the  alarm,  by  ringing  the  bell,  and  hang  out  of 
the  window  a  pole,  with  a  lantern  on  the  end,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  fire,  that  the  firemen  and  the  citizens  may  know 
in  which  direction  the  fire  is  :  and  also  to  strike  the  bell 
the  different  hours  through  the  night. 
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Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  January 
2,  1833- 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  21,  1833. 
Approved  b    the  Mayor,  January  28, 1833. 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  empower  the  Committee  on  Fire  and 
Water  to  take  engines^  Sfc^  from  fire  companies. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened : 

§  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  under  the 
advice  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  shall  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  take  any  fire-engine,  hook  and  ladder,  or  hose- 
truck  from  the  company,  and  place  the  same  in  the  public 
yard,  or  give  the  same  to  some  other  company. 

§  2.  That  the  members  of  every  company  from  whom 
their  engine^  or  truck  shall  be  taken  as  aforesaid,  shall  re- 
port themselves,  at  every  fire,  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  or 
acting  engineer,  for  the  time  being,  and  perform  such  duty 
as  he  shall  prescribe;  in  default  whereof  they  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  neglect  of  duty,  for  which  they  shall 
be  removed  from  the  Fire  Department  by  the  Common 
Council. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  18, 1S33. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  March  6, 
1833. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  7,  1833. 


Appiicition      Resolved,  That  the  Counsel  be  directed  to  forward  to  the 

to  extend  fire 

limits.        Legislature  a  law  extending  the  fire  limits  over  that  part 
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of  the  city  embraced  in  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit : 
beginning  on  Orchard  street,  one  hundred  feet  north 
of  Rivington  street,  and  running  thence,  northerly,  along 
Orchard  street,  to  North  street ;  thence,  westerly,  along 
North  street  to  a  line  distant  one  hundred  feet,  easterly, 
from  the  First  avenue,  and  parallel  thereto ;  thence,  north- 
erly, along  the  last-mentioned  line  to  Second  street ;  thence, 
easterly,  along  Second  street,  to  North  street ;  thence,  still 
easterly,  along  North  street  to  the  East  river,  at  Tomp- 
kins street ;  thence,  southerly,  along  the  easterly  side  of 
Tompkins  street,  to  a  line  distant,  northerly,  one  hundred 
feet  .from  Rivington  street,  and  parallel  thereto;  and 
thence,  westerly,  to  the  place  of  beginning ;  to  take  effect 
after  the  first  day  of  August  next. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  March  26, 
1833. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  1,  1833. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  4,  1833. 


A  LAWybr  preventing  and  extinguiskingjires. 

The  Mayor^  Aldermeny  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York  J  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as  follows : 

%  1.  The  Fire  Department  of  the  said  city  shall  consist      piroDe- 
of  a  Chief  Engineer,  and  as  many  other  engineers,  fire-  ^iS^o^- 
wardens,  fire-enginemen,  hosemen,  and  hook  and  ladder- 
men,  as  are  or  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  by 
the  Common  Council ;  and  who  shall  respectively  be  dis- 
tinguished by  the  several  appellations  aforesaid. 

§  2.  Whenever  any  office  in  the  Engineer  Department 
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vocanciee,  shall  becoiue  vacant,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  engineers 
to  nommate  five  persons,  being  firemen  of  the  said  city,  as 
suitable  persons  to  supply  such  vacancy,  and  to  give 
notice  thereof  to  the  foremen  of  the  fire  companies  respec- 
tively, and  to  require  them  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place 
as  the  said  engineers  shall  appoint.  And  the  said  engineers 
and  foremen  shall,  then  and  there,  or  at  such  other  time 
and  place  as  they  may  appoint,  by  joint  ballot,  designate, 
firoip  the  persons  so  nominated,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes 
which  shall  be  given,  the  person  whom  they  may  wish  to 
fill  such  vacancy. 

How  to  pro.  ^  3.  If  more  than  one  such  vacancy  shall  exist  at*  the 
t^or  m^  same  time,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  engineers,  after 
fst.  ^  ^°^'  the  designation  of  one  person  as  aforesaid,  to  add  the  name 
of  one  other  foreman  to  the  said  list,  and  the  engineers  and 
foremen  shall  thereupon  proceed,  by  joint  ballot,  as  afore- 
said, to  designate,  from  the  said  list,  one  other  person  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  a  further  nomination  and  desig- 
nation shall  be  made,  in  like  manner,  for  every  inch  addi- 
tional vacancy. 

Doty  of     §  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report 
noer  to  re-  the  uamcs  of  the  persons  who  maybe  so  designated,  to  the 
^h^  d^  Common  Council,  as  being  the  persons  so  designated  by 
^SSr      tl^6  engineers  and  foremen,  as  suitable  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Common  Council  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

Kngtneft,  ^  5.  No  firc-enginc,  nor  hook  and  ladder,  nor  hose-cart 
go*'oa"^8kie-  shall,  iu  goiug  to  or  returning  from  any  fire,  or  at  any 
oot^  gpeciai  other  time,  be  run,  driven,  wheeled,  or  placed  upon  any 
sidewalk,  except  by  the  special  order  of  one  of  the  engi- 
neers, imder  the  penalty  of  twenty-Jive  dollars  for  each  of- 
fense, to  be  forfeited  and  paid  by  every  person  aiding  or 
assisting  in,  or  consenting  to  the  violation  of  any  of  the 
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provisioBS  of  this  section,  to  be  recovered  by  the  Attorney 
of  the  Common  Comicil,  for  the  use  of  the  Corporation. 

§  6.  No  such  fire-engine,  hook  and  ladder,  or  hose-cart,  ^  ^^^ 
during  any  fire  in  this  city,  or  any  report  of  fire,  or  at  any  22^,^ 
time,  under  any  pretense  whatever,  shall  be  taken  or  re-  SroSJ^*^ 
moved  out  of  its  house,  unless  the  foreman  or  assistant-  pTuaat. 
foreman,  or  at  least  two  of  the  firemen  of  the  company  to 
which  the  same  shall  belong,  shall  be  present  and  consent 
thereto,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  such  of- 
fense, to  be  forfeited  and  paid  by,  and  recovered  from  any 
and  every  person  aiding  and  assisting  in,  or  consenting  to 
the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

§  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  engineers,  and  of   i^ityof  en. 
every  foreman  and  assistant  foreman  of  every  fire  company,  ^  *^*^J^*- 
to  report  all  violations  of  this  ordinance  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment. 

^  8.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall,  in  aU  cases  of  fire,  have  oiief  sn- 
the  sole  and  absolute  control  and  command  over  all  the  of°^'  °  ^ 
engineers  and  other  persons  of  the  Fire  Department ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Chief  Engineer  to  direct  the 
other  engineers  to  take  proper  measures  that  the  several 
fire-engines  be  arranged  in  the  most  advantageous  situa- 
tions, and  be  duly  worked  for  the  efiectual  extinguishing 
of  fires.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Chief  Engineer  to  examine,  twice  in  every  year,  into  the 
condition  and  number  of  the  fire-engines,  fire-buckets,  and 
other  fire  apparatus,  and  fire-engine  houses  belonging  to 
the  Corporation,  and  report  the  same,  once  a  year,  to  the 
Common  Council,  together  with  the  names  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Fire  Department,  and  the  respective  associa- 
tions to  which  they  belong ;  and  whenever  any  of  the  said 
fire-engines  and  other  fire  apparatus  shall  require  to  be 
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repaired,  the  Chief  Engineer,  under  the  direction  of  the 
joint  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  shall  cause  the  same 
to  be  well  and  sufficiently  done.  And  it  shall,  moreover, 
be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report,  in  writing,  all 
accidents  by  fire  that  may  happen  in  this  city,  with  the 
causes  thereof,  as  well  as  they  can  be  ascertained,  and  the 
nimiber  and  description  of  the  buildings  destroyed  or  in- 
jured, together  with  the  names  of  the  owners  and  occu- 
pants, to  the  City  Inspector,  who  shall  keep  an  accurate 
register  of  the  same. 

Firoward-      §  9.  So  mauv  of  the  freeholders  or  freemen  of  the  said 

ODHf  bow  ap> 

pointed.  city  as  the  Common  Council  may  deem  proper,  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  appointed  in  each  of  the  wards  of  the  said 
city,  to  be  denominated*  Fire  Wardens ;  each  of  whom 
shall  be  assigned  and  attached  by  the  Mayor  of  the  said 
city,  to  such  company  of  firemen,  having  charge  of  a  fire- 
engine,  as  he  shall  think  proper ;  and  shall  report  himself 
to  the  Chief  or  other  engineer,  at  every  fire.  And  each 
Fire  Warden  shall  have  a  certificate,  under  the  seal  of  the 
mayoralty,  stating  his  appointment  as  a  Fire  Warden,  and 
the  company  of  firemen  to  which  he  shall  be  attached. 

Tobedi-      §  10.  The  Fire  Wardens  of  each  ward  shall  form  a 

vlded      inte 

•nd^Slke  ''^P*^^*®  company ;  and  each  of  the  said  companies  shall  . 

rSulatkHi^'*  and  may  choose,  out  of  their  own  number,  a  foreman  and 
clerk,  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  tunes  as  they  may  think 
proper ;  and  each  company  may  make  rules  regulating  the 
time  and  manner  of  conducting  their  elections,  and  impos- 
ing such  fines  upon  the  members  as,  in  their  judgment, 
may  best  secure  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  said 
Fire  Wardens,  both  at  fires,  and  at  visiting  the  buildings, 
and  in  other  duties  in  their  several  districts ;  and  any  dis- 
obedience to  such  rule  shall  be  reported,  by  each  company. 
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to  the  Common  Council,  and  shall  subject  the  Fire  Ward- 
ens, so  disobeying,  to  removal  by  the  Common  Council. 

§  11.  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  any  of  the,^*®^'^ 
said  companies,  the  company  in  which  the  same  shall  hap-*"*®** 
pen,  may  recommend,  through  the  Chief  Engineer,  to  the 
Common  Council,  for  approbation,  a  suitable  person  to  fill 
such  vacancy ;  but  none  other  than  those  who  have  been 
firemen  at  least  three  years,  shall  be  so  reconmiended. 

§  12.  Every  fireman  hereafter  recommended  through  nxa^^^- 
the  Chief  Engineer,  to  the  Common  Council,  as  a  suitable  JJJle  ^^i^^ 
person  to  be  appointed  as  a  Fire  Warden,  shall  be,  iat  the  '^*^* 
time  of  such  recommendation,  an  actual  resident  of  the 
ward  for  which  such  appointment  is  required  to  be  made. 

^  13.  In  case  any  Fire  Warden  shall  remove  from  the       warden 

'  "^  remoTing^is 

ward  to  which  he  shall  have  been  appointed,  the  said  ofiice  ^^^J®  **® 
shall  be  deemed  vacant,  and  the  Chief  Engineer  shall  no- 
tify the  company  of  Fire  Wardens  to  proceed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  there  made. 

^  14.  The  said  wardens,  when  attending  fires,  shall  be  dew'^sSSt 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  the  {S,?*©? ^" 
other  engineers  of  the  Fire  Department.  Engiueere. 

,  §  15.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Fire  Wardens,  immedi-  ^ardSi?^ 
ately  on  the  alarm  of  fire,  to  repair  to  the  place  where  it 
may  be,  and  aid  and  assist  in  procuring  supplies  of  water 
to  the  fire-engines  to  which  they  shall  be  respectively  as- 
signed and  attached,  and  to  such  other  fire-engines  as  the 
Chief  Engineer  or  other  engineer  may  direct  them  to  at-  • 
tend.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens 
to  prevent  the  hose  from  being  trodden  on,  and  to  keep  all 
idle  and  suspected  persons  at  a  distance  firom  the  fire,  and 
from  ihe  vicinity,  and  the  citizens  are  hereby  enjoined  to 
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comply  with  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  said  Fire 
Wardens,  in  the  premises. 

wmrdstobe     ^  16.  Each  of  the  said  companies  shall  divide  their  ward 

divided  Into  .      ^  .  ,     ,       /•  n    ^        ' 

toapection  mto  distncts,  aM  the  foreman  of  the  company  shall  attach 
one  or  more  of  the  members  of  the  said  company  to  each 
of  the  said  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  visita- 
tion and  examination  directed  in  the  next  following  sec- 
tion; who  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  names  of  the  occupants 
of  the  houses,  and  of  the  members  of  the  same,  wherein 
they  shall  observe  any  violations  of  this  law  or  of  the  act 
for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires;  and  annually,  in 
the  month  of  January,  exhibit  a  transcript  of  the  same  to 
their  foreman,  and  the  said  foreman  shall  report  to  the 
Chief  Engineer,  in  the  month  of  June,  annually,  the  name, 
residence,  and  occupation  of  each  of  the  wardens  of  his 
company;  and  also,  a  copy  of  the  record  to  be  kept  as 
aforesaid,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  each  and 
every  neglect,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt,  fix>m 
the  said  foreman,  by  the  Attorney  of  the  Corporation,  in 
the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Conmaonalty  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  to  report  to  the  Mayor,  in  the  month  of  July, 
annually,  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  return  and  record,  which 
shall  be  filed  in  his  office. 

wardcM      ^  17.   It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens, 

to    examioe         ^  " 

Md^  *^  twice  in  every  year,  viz.,  in  the  months  of  June  and  Decem- 
^rectioDB,  jjg,.^  j^jj^j  j^g  much  oftcncr  asthcy  may  think  proper,  to  exam- 
ine the  dwelling-houses  and  other  buildings  in  their  respect- 
ive wards,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  all  violations  of 
any  act  in  force  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires 
in  New  York,  and  also  to  examine  the  fire-places,  hearths, 
chimneys,  stoves,  and  the  pipes  thereto,  ovens,  boilers,  ket- 
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ties,  and  also  all  chemical  apparatus  which,  in  their  opinion, 
may  be  dangerous  in  causing  or  promoting  fires,  and  also 
the  places  where  ashes  may  be  deposited;  and,  upon  find- 
ingany  of  them  defective  or  dangerous,  they,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  direct  the  owner  or  occupant,  either  by  a  printed  or 
written  notice,  to  alter,  remove,  or  anaend  the  same,  in  such 
manner,  and  within  such  reasonable  time  as  they,  or  either 
of  them,  may  deem  necessary;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or 
refusal  so  to  do,  the  party  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
twenty-five  dollars,  and  for  every  day  after  the  time  allot- 
ted as  aforesaid  to  alter,  remove,  or  amend  the  same,  in 
conformity  with  the  directions  aforesaid,  the  party  so  of- 
fending shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  further  sum  of  five  dollars ; 
and  all  the  expenses  of  any  removal,  alteration,  or  amend- 
ment, as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid,  in  the  first  instance,  by 
the  'occupant,  but  shall  be  chargeable  against  the  owner 
of  gnch  dwelling-house  or  other  building,  and  shall  be 
deducted  from  the  rent  of  the  same,  unless  such  expense 
be  rendered  necessary  by.  the  act  or  default  of  such  occu- 
pant, or  unless  there  be  a  special  agreement  to  the  contrary 
between  the  parties.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty 
of  the  Fire  Wardens,  or  either  of  them,  at  such  times  as 
aforesaid,  to  enter  into,  and  examine  all  buildings,  livery 
or  other  stables,  hay  boats  or  vessels,  and  places  where 
any  gunpowder,  hemp,  flax,  tow,  hay,  rushes,  fire-wood, 
boards,  shingles,  shavings,  or  other  combustible  materials 
may  be  lodged,  and  give  such  directions,  in  writing,  in  the 
premises,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  them  or  him,  rela- 
tive to  the  removal  thereof;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  re- 
iiisal  on  the  part  of  the  possessor  of  such  combustible 
materials,  or  of  any  of  them,  to  remove  or  secure  the  same 
withm  the  time  and  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  said 
Fire  Wardens,  or  either  of  them,  the  party  offending  shall 
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forfeit  and  pay  twenty-five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of 
five  dollars  for  every  day's  neglect  to  remove  or  secure  the 
same,  after  being  so  notified. 

Bepwto  to  ^  18.  The  duties  prescribed  by  the  foregoing  section 
tiM  foremen,  gj^j^jj  ^^  performed  within  each  district  by  the  warden  or 
wardens  attached  to  such  district,  who  shall  make  an  imme- 
.diate  report  to  the  foreman  (who  shall  record  the  same  in 
a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose)  of  all  persons  neglect- 
ing or  refusing  to  comply  with  the  orders  and  directions 
aforesaid,  together  with  the  circumstances  of  each  case ;  and 
shall  also  make  report  whether  any,  and  what  cases  of  vio- 
lations of  the  laws  of  this  State,  prohibiting  the  construction 
of  wooden  buildings,  within  certain  limits  in  this  city,  have 
come  to  his  or  their  knowledge ;  and  in  case  of  any  violation 
of  such  law,  he  or  they  shall  particularly  report  the  name 
of  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  building,  and  of  the  master 
builder,  and  the  particular  circumstances  of  each  case;  and 
in  case  of  neglect  to  report  as  aforesaid,  or  to  perform  any 
of  the  duties  prescribed  in  this  or  the  preceding  section  of 
this  ordinance,  such  warden  or  wardens,  respectively,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  each  neglect, 
to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt,  by  the  Attorney  of 
the  Corporation,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York;  and  in  order  that 
the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  may  be  carried  into  full 
efiect,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  foreman  of  each  respec- 
tive company  of  wardens,  to  report  to  the  Attorney  of  the 
Corporation  all  violations  of  the  same,  whether  on  the  part 
of  the  citizens  or  of  the  wardens,  under  a  penalty  of  fifty 
dollars  for  each  neglect,  to  be  recovered  as  aforesaid. 

Firemen.        ^19.  The  fircmcu  shall  be  divided  into  companies,  to 
consist  of  as  many  members  as  the  Common  Council  shall 
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from  time  to  time  direct,  to  attend  to  the  fire-engines,  hose- 
wagons,  and  hooks  and  ladders  belonging,  or  that  may 
hereafter  belong  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city,  or  to  such 
hose-wagons  and  hooks  and  ladders  as  the  Common  Coun- 
cil shall  direct ;  and  each  of  the  companies  shall  and  may 
choose,  out  of  their  own  number,  a  foreman,  assistant,  and 
clerk,  in  such  a  manner  and  at  such  times  as  they  may  think 
proper ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  firemen,  as  often  Duties. 
as  any  fire  shall  break  out  in  the  said  city,  to  repair,  im- 
mediately upon  the  alarm  thereof,  to  their  respective  en- 
gines, hose-wagons,  hooks  and  ladders,  and  convey  them  to 
or  near  the  place  where  such  fircshall  happen,  unless  other- 
wise directed  by  the  Chief  or  other  engineer;  and  there,  in 
conformity  with  the  directions  given  by  the  said  Chief  En- 
gineer, or  other  engineers,  to  work  and  manage  the  said 
engines,  or  apparatus  and  implements,  with  all  their  skill 
and  power ;  and  when  the  fire  is  extinguished,  they  shall 
not  remove  therefrom  but  by  the  permission  of  an  engi- 
neer; and  on  such  permission,  they  shall  return  their  re- 
spective hose-wagons,  hooks  and  ladders,  engines,  and 
apparatus,  well  washed  and  cleansed,  to  their  several  places 
of  deposit.  If  any  fireman  shall  neglect  to  attend  to  any 
fire,  as  aforesaid,  or  leave  his  fire-engine  or  other  apparatus 
while  at  any  fire,  without  permission,  or  shall  neglect  to  do 
his  duty  on  such  occasion,  without  reasonable  excuse,  he 
shall,  for  every  default,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  three 
dollars ;  and  may,  on  request  of  the  company  to  which  he 
belongs,  be  removed  from  his  station  as  a  fireman. 

420.  The  Conmiittee  on  Fire  and  Water,  under  the  ad-    committee 

'  ,  may  send  en- 

vice  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  shall  be  authorized  and  empow-  'fj^i*^^^ 

ered  to  take  any  fire-engine,  hook  and  ladder,  or  hose-truck  Jjjg  **Wi 

from  the  company,  and  place  the  same  in  the  public  yard,  °^'' 

or  give  the  same  to  some  other  company. 
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Firemen      ^21.  All  firemen  attached  to  any  fire-engine,  hose,  or 

«*»*°^^j^  hook  and  ladder  company,  whose  machine  and  iniplements 

SS«i*ii?re-  s^all  have  been  ordered  to  the  public  yard,  for  want  of  a 

,S^ei  ^  sufficient  complement  of  men  to  manage  the  same,  shall,  at 

Do^.      *^ '  every  fire,  report  themselves  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  or  to 

an  engineer  in  command,  and  be  subject  to  his  order  and 

direction,  and  perform  their  duty  as  firemen,  and  for  every 

default  thereof,  each  fireman  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 

of  three  dollars. 

lo'bo^'K      ^^^*  ^^  fire-engine  shall  be  let  out  for  hire,  or  lent,  in 
My  ISS^'  ulT  ^'^y  ^^^»  without  permission  of  the  Alderman  and  Assist- 
1^  permit-  ^^^  ^f  ^y^^  Ward  whcrciu  it  is  wanted  to  be  used,  and  the 
Chief  Engineer ;  in  default  thereof,  the  firemen  so  offend- 
ing shall  be  removed  from  the  Fire  Department. 

GerttBcata  ^  23.  Whencvcr  any  fireman  is  appointed  to  supply  any 
meni  aod  re>  vacaucy  iu  any  company,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  call  on  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  procure  a  certificate, 
within  one  month  of  his  appointment,  specifying  the  name 
and  number  of  the  company  to  which  such  fireman  shall 
be  elected ;  and  any  fireman,  after  being  re-elected,  shall 
obtain  a  new  certificate  as  aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  certify,  on  every  return, 
whether  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  company. 

FJrem?n  ^24.  If  any  fireman  shall  be  expelled  by  a  vote  of  the 
^^referrod  compauv  to  which  hc  may  belonir,  and  the  fact  beinsr  re- 
If  thcf  re-  ported  to  the  Common  Council  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  ac- 
companied by  a  remonstrance  of  the  person  so  expell^,'in 
every  such  case  the  subject  shall  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  and  Water  of  the  two  Boards,  as  a  Joint 
Committee,  together  with  the  Chief  Engineer,  who  shall 
hear  the  parties,  and  report  thereon,  at  the  next  joint  meet- 
ing of  the  Common  Council. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIBB  DEPARTMENT.  266 

&25.  In  order  that  the  members  of  the  Common  Coun-   howamw- 

'  men,  Anlit* 

cil,  Engineers,  and  Fire  Wardens,  may  be  more  readily  dis-  JJJJ;  *^' 
tinguisbed  at  fires,  the  Mayor,  Becorder,  Aldermen,  and  C^^JbT^ 
Assistants,  shall  severally  bear,  on  these  occasions,  a  wand,  "°«"'*''*^ 
with  a  gilded  flame  at  the  top ;  and  each  of  the  engineers 
shall  wear  a  leathern  cap,  painted  white,  with  a  gilded  front 
thereto,  and  a  fire-engine  blazoned  thereon,  and  shall  also 
cany  a  speaking-trumpet,  painted  black,  with  the  words, 
'••Chief  Engineer,"  "  Engineer  No.  1,"  as  the  case  may  be, 
in  white,  which  shall  also  be  painted  on  their  caps  respec- 
tively ;  and  each  of  the  fire  wardens  shall  wear  a  hat,  with 
the  rim  black,  the  crown  painted  white,  and  the  city  arms 
blazoned  on  the  front,  and  shall  also  carry  a  speaking-trum- 
pet, painted  white,  with  the  word  "  Warden,"  in  black, 
painted  thereon. 

^  26.  The  foremen  of  engine  companies,  and  the  firemen,  otpt  oriho 
shall,  when  on  duty,  wear  leathern  caps,  in  the  form  here- 
tofore used ;  and  the  said  cap  shall  be  painted  and  distin- 
guished in  the  manner  following,  viz.,  the  cap  of  each 
foreman  shall  be  painted  black,  with  a  white  frontispiece, 
and  the  word  "  Foreman,"  with  the  initials  of  the  name  of 
the  foreman,  and  the  number  of  the  engine  to  which  he  be- 
longs, painted  thereon,  in  black ;  the  cap  of  each  fireman 
shall  be  painted  black,  with  the  initials  of  the  name  of  the 
fireman  and  the  number  of  the  engine  to  which  he  belongs 
painted  in  front  thereof,  in  white.  The  foreman  of  each 
of  the  hook  and  ladder  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted 
black,  with  a  white  frontispiece,  and  the  word  "Fore- 
man," and  the  initials  of  his  name,  and  the  number  of  the 
company  to  which  he  belongs,  and  a  hook  and  ladder,  paint- 
ed thereon,  in  black ;  and  each  member  of  the  hook  and 
ladder  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  the 
nitials  of  his  name  and  the  number  of  the  company  to 
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which  he  belongs,  with  a  hook  and  ladder,  painted  in  front 
thereof,  in  white ;  and  each  foreman  of  the  fire-hose  com- 
panies shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  a  white  frontis- 
piece, and  the  word  "  Foreman,"  and  the  initials  of  his 
name,  and  the  number  of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs, 
and  a  coil  of  hose  painted  thereon,  in  black;  and  each 
member  of  the  said  fire-hose  companies  shall  wear  a  cap, 
painted  black,  with  the  initials  of  his  name,  and  the  num- 
ber of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  with  a  coil  of 
hose  painted  thereon,  in  white ;  and  the  assistant  to  each 
respective  company  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  in  the  same 
manner  as  that  of  the  foreman  of  the  company,  with  the 
word  "Assistant"  in  lieu  of  the  word  "Foreman."  And 
that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report 
to  the  Common  Council  the  name  of  every  person  who 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  foregoing  re- 
quisitions, which  said  person  shall  thereupon  be  removed 
from  his  office. 

Ahiermon      §  27.  The  uamos  and  places  of  abode  of  the  members  of 

and     AsHiFt-  '  ^ 

Wardens  *'^**  thc  Commou  Council,  Engineer,  Fire  Wardens,  and  Fore- 
Si^Hnge^s**  men  of  the  respective  companies,  and  bell-ringers  shall, 
^  ^flrcs'^'bjf  annually,  in  the  month  of  June,  be  printed,  and  set  up  in 
m«i.  ^^^"^ '  the  several  watch-houses,  by  the  City  Inspector ;  and  when- 
ever any  fire  shall  happen  in  the  night,  the  watchmen  shall 
give  notice  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council' 
Engineers,  Fire  Wardens,  Foremen,  and  bell-ringers  within 
their  respective  watch  districts  ;  and  it  shall,  moreover,  be 
the  duty  of  every  watchman,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  any 
fire,  to  alarm  the  citizens  by  crying  fire,  and  mentioning  the 
street  where  it  may  be,  so  that  the  firemen  and  citizens  may 
thereby  be  generally  directed  where  to  repair ;  and  if  any 
watchman  shall  neglect  so  to  do,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
one  dollar;  and  if  it  shall  happen  that  a  chimney  only  shall 
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be  on  fire,  either  by  day  or  by  night,  the  fire-bell  at  the 
(Sty  Hall,  and  the  bells  of  the  several  churches  in  this  city, 
shall  not  be  rung,  but  only  on  occasions  where  a  building 
shall  be  proclaimed  to  be  on  fire  ;  and  it  is  enjoined  on 
the  occupants  to  place  a  lighted  candle  at  the  windows  of 
their  respective  buildings  where  fire  may  happen  at  night, 
in  order  that  the  citizens  may  pass  along  the  streets  with 
the  greater  safety. 

^  28.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  constables  and  marshals  constabiee 
to  repair,  inmiediately  on  the  alarm  of  fire,  with  their  to  attend 
staves  of  oflice,  to  the  place  where  such  fire  may  be ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  constables  then  and  there  to  re- 
port themselves  to  the  high  constable ;  and  of  the  marshals 
then  and  there  to  report  themselves  to  the  first  marshal, 
and  to  conform  to  such  orders  as  may  be  given  them  by 
the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or  any  one  of  the  Aldermen  or  As- 
sistants, for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the 
removal  of  all  idle  and  suspected  persons,  or  others  not 
actoally  or  usefully  employed  in  aiding  the  extinguishment 
of  such  fire,  or  in  the  preservation  of  property  in  the  vi- 
cinity thereof;  and  if  any  constable  or  marshal  shall  not 
attend  at  such  fire,  or  shall  neglect  so  to  report  himself,  or 
to  obey  any  orders  that  may  be  given  him  as  aforesaid,  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars  for  each  ofiense. 

§  29.  If  any  chinmey,  stove-pipe,  or  flue  within  this    penalty  ibr 
city,  shall  take  fire,  the  occupant  of  the  house  to  which  ing onfire. 
such  chimney,  stove-pipe,  or  flue  appertains,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  Jive  dollars. 

%  30.  All  carpenters  and  others  making  or  using  shav-  ckrpenten, 
ings,  shall  respectively,  at  the  close  of  each  day,  cause  the  *-w    siiav- 
same  to  be  securely  stowed  in  some  safe  place,  remote  from 
danger  by  means  of  fire,  under  the  penalty  of  ^re  dollars 
for  each  omission  so  to  do. 
17 
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offlres  in  §  31.  No  persoii  shall  kindle  any  fire,  nor  furnish  the 
materials  for  any  fire,  nor  in  any  way  authorize  or  allow 
any  fire  to  be  made  in  any  street,  road,  or  lane,  or  on  any 
pier  or  bulkhead  in  this  city,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
boiling  tar,  which  fire  shall  not  be  more  tiian  six  feet  firom 
the  bulkhead  or  the  end  of  the  pier,  under  the  penalty  of 
ten  dollars  for  every  such  offense. 

•trJ?^  b^w  ^  ^^'  ^^  person  shall  have,  put,  or  keep  any  hay  or 
to  be  placed,  straw,  uncovcrod,  in  any  stack  or  pile,  or  in  any  other  way 
exposed,  within  one  hundred  yards  of  any  building  to  the 
southward  of  Fourteenth  street,  or  shall  have,  put,  or  keep, 
to  the  southward  of  the  said  line,  any  hay,  straw,  hemp, 
flax,  shavings,  or  rushes,  in  any  building  not  built  of  stone 
or  brick,  and  covered  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  fire-proof 
materials,  which  is  or  shall  be  within  ten  feet  of  any  dwell- 
ing-house or  chimney  whatsoever,  under  the  penalty  of 
twenty-five  dollars  for  every  such  offense,  and  the  further 
penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  twenty-four  hours  the  same 
shall  so  remain,  after  a  printed  or  written  notice  has  been 
given,  to  the  owner  or  person  having  charge  thereof,  by 
any  Fire  Warden,  to  remove  the  same. 

Omul's,      ^  33.  No  owner  or  occupant  of  any  stable  within  this 

hovr    to    be     ,  ,  *  •' 

bie^  '"  *^"  ^^*y»  ^^  *^y  person  m  the  employment  of  any  such  owner 
or  occupant,  shall  use  therein  any  lighted  candle  or  lamp, 
except  the  same  shall  be  securely  kept  within  a  lantern, 
under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  such  offense. 

ho  ''®';j'*'^'  '^  ^^'  'A.ll  the  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed  by 
priated.  t^g  j^^  fo^  j^q^  attending  fires,  shall,  when  received,  be 
paid  to  the  treasurers  of  the  respective  companies  afore- 
said in  which  the  delinquencies  may  happen,  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  said  companies;  and  all  the  other  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  this  law,  except  the 
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penalties  mentioned  in  the  fifth  section  thereof,  shall,  when 
recovered,  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  "  Fire  Department 
of  the  City  of  New  York,"  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
said  Fire  Department.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall,  annually, 
on  the  second  Monday  of  December  in  each  year,  report 
to  the  Common  Council  the  amount  of  the  sums  which  may 
be  received  by  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  the  application  thereof. 

§  35.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Fire  Department  of  the  ^J^SSS' 
City  of  New  York,  and  for  the  respective  companies  before  •*• 
mentioned,  or  persons  duly  authorized  by  them,  to  receive, 
sue  for,  and  recover,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Conmionalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  all  the  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  hereby  imposed,  and  appropriated 
for  their  respective  uses  as  aforesaid,  except  the  penalty 
mentioned  in  the  fifth  section  of  this  law. 

^  36.  No  person  shall  be  elected  a  fireman  until  he  shall  ^^  ^^^ 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  and  it  shall  be  d«  iTowtSn 
the  duty  of  the  foremen  of  the  respective  fire  companies,  **** 
when  they  report  to  the  Chief  Engineer  the  names  of  the 
persons  elected  firemen,  to  certify  that   the  persons  so 
elected  are  at  least  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

^  37.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  ourtuicaiei. 
Council  to  furnish  the  certificates,  required  to  be  furnished 
to  the  firemen,  without  fee  or  reward. 

§  38.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  Mayor,  for  the 
time  being,  to  see  that  this  ordinance  is  carried  into  full 
effect. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  21,  1833. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  9,  1833. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  10,  1833. 
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1S34. 


A  LiAWfor  the  appointment  of  a  Chirf  Engineer ^  andpre$crtb 
ing  his  duties. 

The  Mayor f  Aldermen^  and  Comnumalty  of  the  City  of  Ainr 
Yonrk^  in  Common  Council  cofwenedj  do  ordain  asJoUows : 

Appoint-  ^  1.  There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Common  Council, 
a  suitable  person,  who  shall  be  known  as  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer. 

Oath  of  ^2.  The  said  Chief  Engineer  shall,  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affir- 
mation, well  and  faithfully  to  perform  such  duties. 

Bond.  §  3.  The  said  Chief  Engineer  shall  give  a  bond,  with 

sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  Finance 
Committee  of  both  Boards,  in  the  penal  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office. 


^  4.  The  said  Chief  Engineer  shall  receive  for  his  serv- 
ices, a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars,  payable 
quarterly. 

DnticB.         ^  5^  It  gh^i  \yQ  tij^  duty  of  the  said  Chief  Engineer,  in 

To  adTor-  addition  to  such  duties  as  are  prescribed  for  him  in  the  lavr 

moeii^for^''  for  preventing  and  extinguishing  fires,  to  advertise  for  esti- 

"*''       "  mates  for  the  construction  of  all  new  fire-engines  which 

To  mbmit  may,  be  ordered  by  the  Common  Council,  and  to  submit  all 

estimates  to         "^  ,  '' 

the  Commit-  Buch  estimates,  when  received  by  him,  to  the  Committees 

tees  on  Fire  •' 

■ndwator.    qh  pijg  qj^^  Water,  for  their  approval,  previous  to  any 
contract  being  concluded  for  any  such  fire-engine* 
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§  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Chief  Engmeer  to   T9«iperin. 
superintend  the  repairing  of  all  fire-engines  which  may  be  ^^  ^ 
sent  to  the  public  yard  for  such  purpose,  and  generally  to 
see  that  the  fire-engines  are  kept  in  good  and  sufficient 
order  for  use. 

i  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Chief  Enirineer  to    aiw,  um 

^  makw  and 

superintend  the  making  and  repairing  of  all  hose,  ladders,  JJJ^^^j^^ 
hooks,  and  other  apparatus  used  for  extinguishing  fires.       ^' 

§  8.  All  bills  for  expenditures  incupred  by  or  under  the    ToapproTe 
directipn  of  the  said  Chief  Engineer,  shall,  previous  to  the  ^ute. 
pajrment  thereof,  be  carefully  examined,  and  if  found  to  be 
correct,  shall  be  signed  by  him. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  December  2,  1833. 
Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  6,  1834. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  January  7,  1834. 


A  LAW  to  amend  the  ordiriances^  and  in  addition  thereto.' 

§2. 
§  3. 

M. 

§  6. 

^  8.  The  Superintendent  of  Buildings  and  Chief  Engi-      ou  and 
Deer,  under  the  advice  of  the  Committee  on   Fire  and  flrc^nginw 

ftod  boM  to 

Water,  are  authorized  to  sell,  for  cash,  any  old  and  con-^aoid. 

*Itert  are  oolj  two  socttons  of  ihig  law  which  are  rekmuit  to  the  fire  DepartaMot. 
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demned  fire-engines  and  hose  deposited  at  the  public  yard ; 

they  shall  pay  the  money  received  for  such  engines  or  hose, 

when  sold,  to  the  city  treasurer,  and  deposit  the  receipts 

for  such  money  with  the  Comptroller. 

§  9.  •  •  •  • 

^10.  •  •  •  • 

^^j^^^^k  of     ^  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common 

ooQxwutoad-  Council,  whenever  and  as  often  as  the  fire  limits  of  this 

teDsknofflre  ^j^.^  gj^^jj  ^^  extended  by  any  act  of  the  Legislature,  to 

cause  the  same  to  be  |)ublished  in  the  papers  employed  by 


^ 
^ 
^ 
^ 


the  informal 


ion  of  the  c 


tizens. 


the  Corporation,  for 
§  12. 
^  13. 
§  14. 
^  15. 
^  16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
^  21. 
^  22. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assist 
Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  14,  1834. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  16,  1834. 


ants,  March  10,  1834. 
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1835. 

A  LAW  to  amend  a  law  entitled  "-4  law  for  preventing  and 
extinguishing  Jires^ 

The  Mayor ^  Aldermen'^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
Tarkf  in  Common  Council  convenedj  do  ordain  as  follows: 

Ist^A  watchman  shall  at  all  times  be  stationed  in  the  watchman 
cupola  of  the  City  Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  alarms  cupoia,  city 
of  fire,  whenever  cause  shall  arise.  The  Chief  Engineer, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor,  shall  appoint  a 
competent  number  of  persons  to  perform  the  duty  of  such 
watchmen,  day  and  night,  and  they  shall  be  severally  re- 
movable by  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  at  all  times  during 
the  night  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Watch  Department,  and  the  authority  of  the  officers  of  the 
watch,  and  as  such,  members  of  the  Watch  Department. 

2d.  On  the  occurrence  of  any  fire,  the  City  Hall  bell  Han  b«u 
shall  be  rung  by  the  watchman  on  duty  in  the  cupola,  and  "^' 
the  ringing  thereof  shall  be  continued  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  fire  ;  and  he  shall  give  notice  of  the  locality 
of  the  fire  by  ringing  said  bell  in  a  manner  which  shall  be 
prescribed  by  directions  to  be  given  by  the  Committee  on 
Fire  and  Water,  and  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  by  hanging 
out  a  light  in  the  direction  of  the  fire  ;  and  for  neglect  of 
any  of  the  duties  required  by  this  law,  he  shall  be  removed 
from  office  by  the  Chief  Engineer  or  Captpins  of  the  Watch. 

3d.  That  upon  the  happening  of  any  fire,  the  several   other  beni 
watch-house  and  market  bells  shall  be  rung,  and  also  all 
other  alarm  bells,  and  the  same  shall  be  done  whenever 
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any  one  alarm  bell  shall  ring,  and  the  ringing  thereof  shall 
be  continaed  until  the  city  bell  shall  be  atopped. 

Nogiect.  4th.  That  all  watchmen,  bell-ringers,  and  other  persons 
or  officers  charged  with  the  ringing  of  bells  in  cases  of 
fire,  shall,  on  neglect  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
this  law,  be  removed  from  office*  by  the  person  or  the  au- 
thority having  power  to  remove  him,  on  such  person  or 
authority  being  credibly  informed  of  such  neglect ;  and  he 
shall  not  be  re-appointed  to  that  or  any  other  office  under 
the  Corporation,  within  one  year  after  such  removal. 

Chief  to  6th.  The  Chief  Engineer  is  hereby  required  to  report  to 
the  Common  Council  all  cases  of  neglect  on  the  part  of 
bell-ringers  to  churches,  to  ring  their  bells  on  alarms  of 
fire. 

Penalty.  6th.  The  Captaius  of  the  Watch,  respectively,  shall  re- 
move from  office  every  watchman  who  shall  fail  or  neglect 
to  give  the  notices  and  alarms  of  fire,  by  crying  fire,  and 
mentioning  the  street  where  it  may  be,  as  required  by  the 
twenty-seventh  section  of  the  law  hereby  amended,  and 
such  removal  shall  be  made  by  such  captain,  on  his  being 
credibly  informed  thereof,  by  any  member  or  officer  of  the 
Fire  Department. 

Passed  by  both  Boards,  March  30,  1836. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  1, 1836. 
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1836. 

AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  an  ordinance  for  the  better  rega-- 
latum  of  the  Fire  Departmenij  passed  December  10/A,  1833. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  follows : 

%  1.  That  two  persons  be  appointed  to  each  fire-engine  Fireappar- 
and  hose  company,  and  two  persons  to  each  hook  and  lad-  bockaaod. 
der  company  within  the  lamp  and  watch  district  of  this 
city,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  all  the  apparatus  of 
said  companies  in  complete  order  and  ready  for  immediate 
use ;  and  who  shall,  at  every  alarm  of  fire,  repair,  forth- 
with, to  the  house  of  the  engine,  hose,  or  hook  and  ladder 
company  to  which  they  shall  be  attached,  and  assist  the 
members  of  said  company  in  conveying  the  engine,  car- 
riage, or  truck  to  wherever  such  fire  may  happen,  and 
there  to  assist  the  company  in  getting  the  engine  to  work, 
or  the  hose  ready  for  immediate  action,  under  the  direction 
of  the  officers  of  the  company  to  which  they  may  belong; 
and  shall,  during  the  time  such  engine  or  hose-carriage  is 
employed  at  a  fire,  take  charge  of  the  hose,  and  prevent 
any  person  firom  treading  on,  or  otherwise  injuring  the 
same. 

%2.  That  when  the  engine  or  hose-carriage  shall  be  dis-      Dutiasor 

persons    M^ 

charged  from  duty  (on  the  putting  out  of  any  fire),  by  an  jg^    ^ 
engineer,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  persons,  under  the  ^°*- 
diiection  of  the  officers  of  the  company,  to  assist  the  mem- 
bers of  sidd  company  in  taking  up  the  hose  and  other  ap- 
paratus, and  shall  assist  in  conveying  them,  together  with 
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the  engine  or  hose-caxriage,  and  other  apparatus,  to  the 
house  appropriated  for  it,  and  there  shall  wash  and  dry 
the  hose,  and  clean  and  put  in  complete  order  all  the  appa- 
ratus, so  as  to  be  ready  for  immediate  use,  taking  care, 
however,  in  no  case  to  meddle  with  the  works  of  an  en- 
gine. 

Duties  of  §  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  those  persons  so  appointed, 
ing  charge  of  who  shall  be  attached  to  a  hook  and  ladder  company,  to 
preserve  the  truck  and  apparatus  belonging  to  their  com- 
pany from  injury  during  the  fire  ;  shall  assist  the  members 
in  raising  or  moving  ladders  and  hooks,  under  the  direction 
of  the  officers  of  said  company  ;  and  shall,  after  the  truck 
is  discharged  from  duty,  assist  the  members  in  collecting 
the  hooks,  ladders,  and  other  apparatus,  and  aid  in  convey- 
ing them,  together  with  the  truck,  to  the  house  where  they 
belong,  and  shall  then  clean  and  prepare  them  for  immedi- 
ate use ;  and  each  person  so  appointed  to  perform  the  duties 
compensa-  in  Hie  scvcral  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies 
as  above  mentioned,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  privileges 
and  exemptions  of  firemen,  but  shall,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  said  services,  receive  a  salary  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum. 

^.city  to  !•     §  4.  The  city  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  districts  as 

divided   into         '  "^  •' 

dtetrictfl.  there  are  engineers  in  the  Fire  Department,  and  that  such 
division  be  made  by  the  engineers,  having  due  regard  to 
the  location  of  the  houses  of  said  engines,  hose-carriages, 
and  hook  and  ladder  trucks  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  said  engineers,  after  each  fire,  to  see  that  the  engines, 
hose-carriages  and  hose,  hooks  and  ladders,  with  their 
trucks,  and  all  other  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Depart- 
ment, in  their  respective  districts,  are  in  complete  order, 
and  ready  for  immediate  use. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIBE  DEPARTMENT.  267 

4  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  foreman  of  a  fire-enffine,      suitable 

*  "'  "  poraoDfl    ro- 

hose,  or  hook  and  ladder  company,  to  recommend  to  the  S!°?oi^SJa 
engineer  of  his  district,  suitable  persons  to  take  care,  as  JJa^j^^! 
above  mentioned,  of  the  fire-engine,  hose,  hose-carriage  or 
truck,  or  hook  and  ladder  of  the  company  to  which  he  may 
belong;  which  persons  must  have  served  as  firemen  at 
least  five  years ;  and  the  foreman  shall  recommend  exempt 
firemen  in  preference  to  all  others,  and  said  persons  shall, 
on  such  recommendation  being  made  through  the  engineer 
of  his  district,  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  but  no  acting 
fireman  shall  be  appointed  to  discharge  said  duties. 

§  6.  In  case  of  any  neglect  of  the  person  or  persons      n»gin«or 
employed  to  keep  the  engine,  hose-carriage  or  truck,  or  Jj^®  ^^l 
hook  and  ladder  to  which  he  or  they  shall  belong,  in  order,  JSJSf  *to 
the  engineer  shall,  forthwith,  remove  him  or  them,  and  re-  j5JJp»pp*^ 
port  to  the  Mayor  his  or  their  removal,  who  shall,  on 
recommendation  of  the  engineer,  as   aforesaid,  substitute 
a  person  or  persons  in  his  or  their  place ;  and  that,  in  case 
any  engine,  hose-carriage,  or  truck  be  in  need  of  repairs, 
the  engineer  in  whose  district  it  is,  shall  report  the  same 
to  the  Chief  Engineer,  forthwith. 

^  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  members  of  the  Fire      i>Jty  of 

*  "^  flremoD. 

Department,  as  well  as  of  those  who  are  hired  for  the  pur- 
poses mentioned  in  the  first  section,  to  prevent  all  persons 
not  belonging  to  the  Department,  and  especially  boys,  from 
entering  any  house,  or  handling  any  apparatus  belonging 
to  the  Department. 

§  8.  Every  engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  (except  the  n^gjjj  ^ 
Chief  Engineer  and  such  other  engineers  as  hold  salaried 
offices  under  the  Common  Council)  shall  be  paid  for  his 
services  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
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^  9.  That  nothing  contained  in  this  ordinance  shall  de- 
prive the  Common  Council  from  repealing  or  altering  the 
same  at  any  time  they  may  think  proper. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  9,  1836. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  9,  1836. 
Approved  by  the  M^yor,  May  10,  1836. 


A  LAW  to  amend  a  law  entitled  "-4  law /or  preventing  and 
extinguishing  Jire$.^^ 

The  Mayor ^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York  J  do  ordain  as  follows: 

mareSS^  Ist.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  marshals  and  constables 
oonatabios.  ^  repair,  immediately  on  the  alarm  of  fire,  with  their 
staves  of  office,  to  the  place  where  such  fire  may  be,  and 
report  themselves  to  the  High  Constable,  or  Alderman  or 
Assistant  Alderman  of  the  ward  in  which  such  fire  may 
happen,  and  to  conform  to  such  orders  as  may  be  given 
them  by  the  Mayor  or  any  one  of  the  Aldermen  and  As- 
sistants, for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the 
removal  of  all  idle  and  suspected  persons,  or  others  not 
actually  or  usefully  employed  in  aiding  the  extinguishment 
of  such  fire,  or  in  the  preservation  of  property  in  the  vi- 
cinity thereof;  and  if  any  marshal  or  constable  shall  not 
attend  at  such  fire,  or  shall  neglect  so  to  report  himself,  or 
to  obey  any  orders  that  shall  be  given  him  as  aforesaid, 
he  shall,  unless  he  has  a  reasonable  excuse,  to  be  determined 
by  the  Mayor,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars  for 
each  ofiense. 
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The  twenty-eighth  section  of  the  law  entitled  ''A  law 
for  preyenting  and  extinguishing  fires/'  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  3,  1836. 
Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  24,  1836« 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  27, 1836. 
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1837. 

Resolution  on  occurrence  of  fires  during  the  setting  of 
the  watch.  / 

Duty  of     Itesolvedj  That  when  a  fire  occurs  during  the  setting  of 
daring    the  the  watch,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  watchman  by  whom 

Mttingofthe  *^ 

watch-  it  is  first  discovered,  to  announce,  aloud,  the  street  and 
block  where  it  originated,  and  that  such  announcement  be 
made  from  watch  to  watch,  throughout  the  city. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  13, 1837. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  4,  1837, 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  6,  1837. 
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1838. 

AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  and  modify  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances^ as  now  in  force,  relaxing  to  fires  and  the  Fire  2?e- 
partment  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  reduce  the  same  into 
one  act. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  follows : 

§  1.  The  Fire  Department  of  the  said  city  shall  consist  ^^^JJ^Jj^^^c- 
of  a  Chief  Engmeer,  nine  Assistant  Engineers,  a  Water  ^Jj»*^*^<^" 
Purveyor,  and  as  many  Fire  Wardens,  fire-enginemen, 
hosemen,  and  hook  and  ladder  men  as  are  or  may,  from 
time  to  time,  be  appointed  by  the  Common  Coimcil,  and 
who  shall  respectively  be  distinguished  by  the  several  ap- 
pellations aforesaid. 

§  2.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall  be  nominated  by  the  en-    chiof  Engi- 
gineers,  foremen,  and  assistant  foremen ;  and  the  Assistant  ^^t^^  edki 

"  neerfl,     bow 

Engineer  by  the  foremen  and  assistant  foremen  of  the  fire  •ppointod. 
companies,  respectively,  to  the  Common  Council,  for  ap- 
pointment, and  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  Common  Council. 

^  3.  The  Water  Purveyor  shall  be  appointed  by  the   water  por- 
Common  Council,  and  shall  hold  his  office  during  the^*"^"'* 
pleasure  of  the  Common  Council. 

§  4.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall,  in  all  cases  of  fire,  have       Dutrof 
the  sole  and  absolute  control  and  command  over  all  the  en-  near, 
gineers  and  other  persons  connected  with  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment ;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  direct 
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the  other  engineers  to  take  proper  measures  to  arrange  the 
several  engines  in  the  most  advantageous  manner,  and  to 
cause  them  to  be  duly  worked  for  the  effectual  extinguish- 
ment of  fires ;  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  engineer 
to  examine,  twice  in  every  year,  into  the  condition  and 
number  of  the  fire-engines  and  other  fire  apparatus,  and  fire- 
engine  houses,  and  to  report  the  same,  once  a  year,  to  the 
Common  Council,  together  with  the  names  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Fire  Department,  and  the  respective  associations 
to  which  they  belong ;  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  to  report,  in  writing,  all  accidents  by  fire  that 
may  take  place  in  the  city,  with  the  causes  thereof,  as  well 
as  they  can  be  ascertained,  and  the  number  and  the  de- 
scription of  the  buildings  destroyed  or  injured,  together 
with  the  names  of  the  owner  and  occupants,  to  the  City 
Inspector,  who  shall  keep  an  accurate  register  of  the  same. 

S'^*^-  ^  5.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall  receive  for  his  services  a 

yearly  salary  of  $1,200  (twelve  hundred  dollars),  payable 
quarterly ;  and  shall  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  well  and 
faithfully  to  perform  such  duties. 

Vacancy.  ^  ^^  j^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  vacaucy  in  the  office  of  Chief  Engi- 
neer, the  Senior  Engineer  shall  discharge  the  duties  of 
Chief  Engineer  until  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled. 

ho^^JSH'  §  7.  The  engineers,  foremen,  and  assistant  foremen  of  the 
fire  companies,  respectively,  shall  meet  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  June,  annually,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  a 
suitable  person  as  Chief  Engineer ;  and  the  foremen  and 
assistant  foremen,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  assistant 
engineers,  shall  then  and  there,  or  at  such  other  time  and 
place  as  they  may  appoint,  by  joint  ballot,  designate  from 
the  whole  body  of  firemen,  by  a  majority  of  votes  which 
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shall  be  given,  the  persons  whom  they  may  wish  to  fill 
said  offices. 

§  8.  Whenever  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  ^^c^cy. 
Chief  Engineer,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Senior  Assistant 
Engineer  to  notify  the  engineers,  foremen,  and  assistant 
foremen  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  said  engineer 
shall  designate ;  and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  among  the  Assist- 
ant Engineers,  the  Chief  Engineer  shall  notify  the  foremen 
and  assistant  foremen  to  meet  at  such  place  and  time  as 
the  said  Engineer  shall  designate,  and  they  shall,  as  afore- 
said, by  joint  ballot,  designate  from  the  whole  body  of  fire- 
men, by  a  majority  of  votes  which  shall  be  given,  the  per- 
son whom  they  may  wish  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

§  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  or  Senior  chM^Sig!- 
Engineer  to  certify,  under  his  hand,  to  the  Common  Coun-  '^''• 
cil,  the  names  who  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  designated, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  sec- 
tions of  this  ordinance,  for  the  respective  offices  for  which 
they  may  have  been  nominated ;  to  the  end  that,  if  .ap- 
proved of  by  the  Common  Council,  they  may  be  appointed. 

§  10.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Chief  Engineer,  jy^^^  ^^ 
under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  and  J^lJ^.  ^^' 
Water,  whenever  any  of  the  fire-engines,  hose-carts,  trucks, 
hooks  and  ladders,  and  other  fire  apparatus  shall  require 
to  be  repaired,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  well  and  sufficiently 
done.  It  shall  also  be  his  duty  to  advertise  for  estimates 
for  the  construction  of  all  new  fire-engines  and  other  ap- 
paratus which  may  be  ordered  by  the  Common  Council, 
and  to  submit  all  such  estimates,  when  received  by  him,  to 
the  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  for  their  approval,  pre- 
vious to  any  contract  being  concluded  for  any  such  engine 
or  other  apparatus.  It  shall  also  be  his  duty  to  superin- 
18 
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tend  the  repairing  of  all  fire-engines  and  apparatus  which 
may  be  sent  to  the  public  yard  for  that  purpose,  and  gene- 
rally to  see  that  the  fire-engines  and  other  apparatus  are 
kept  in  good  and  sufficient  order  for  use.  It  shall  also  be 
his  duty  to  superintend  the  making  of  all  hose,  ladders, 
hooks,  and  all  other  fire  apparatus  used  for  extinguishing 
of  fires. 


to  be  paid. 


o^^iT''  ^11-  AH  bills  for  expenditures  incurred  by  and  under 
the  Chief  Engineer  shall,  previous  to  the  payment  thereof, 
be  examined  by  the  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  and 
when  approved  of  by  them,  signed  by  the  Chief,  and  paid. 

ve^i^ath"  ^  ■^^'  '^^^  Water  Purveyor  shall,  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affir- 
mation, well  and  faithfully  to  perform  the  said  duties. 

Bond-  §  13.  The  said  Water  Purveyor  shall  give  a  bond,  with 

sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  be  approved  of  by  the 
Finance  Committee,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

s»>*^-  §  14.  That  the  said  Water  Purveyor  shall  receive  for 

his  services  a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars,  pay- 
able quarterly. 

wa£j^'*l»ur  ^  ^^'  ^*  ^^^^^  ^®  ^^^  ^^*y  ^^  ^^^^  Water  Purveyor 
^^yor.  to  take  charge  of  the  public  reservoirs  and  establishments 
of  water  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  and  to  see  that 
the  same,  and  all  the  apparatus  and  machinery  belonging 
thereto,  and  all  the  public  hydrants,  are  kept  in  good 
order. 

§  16.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Water  Purveyor 
to  superintend,  in  person,  the  laying  down  of  all  such 
water-pipes  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  Common  Council, 
and  generally  to  take  charge,  and  have  the  care  and 
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soperintendeDce  of  all  public  works  erected  or  undertaken 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  or  keeping  a  supply  of  water 
for  the  extinguishment  of  fires. 

§  17.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Water  Purveyor     xdvertiM 
to  advertise  for  estimates  for  all  public  works  connected  mites.  **  " 
with  his  department,   or  for   the  repairing  or  altering 
thereof,  except  the   lajring  down  and  repairing  water- 
pipes,  the  expense  of  which  may  not,  in  his  judgment,  ex- 
ceed five  hundred  dollars. 

§  18.  In  all  cases  of  slight  repairs,  the  expense  whereof  Jg|K***  '*• 
shall  not  exceed  the  above  sum,  the  said  Water  Purveyor 
shall  cause  the  same  to  be  done  without  advertising  for 
such  estimates. 

^19.  All  estimates  which  may  be  received  by  ihe  said    EstimatM 

tobofubmit- 

Water  Purveyor,  for  the  expense  of  work  to  be  done  under  ted. 
his  superintendence,  for  his  department,  shall  be  submitted 
by  him  to  the  Committee  of  Fire  and  Water,  for  their  ap- 
proval, previous  to  any  contract  being  concluded  for  the 
same. 

§  20.  All  bills  for  expenditures  incurred  by  or  under  the    bui«  to  be 

*  ^  *f  examined  by 

direction  of  the  said  Water  Purveyor  shall,  previous  to  the  ^™*i*^ 
payment  thereof,  be  examined  by  the  said  Committee  on  ^*^- 
Fire  and  Water,  and  when  approved  by  them,  signed  by 
the  Water  Purveyor,  and  paid. 

^  21.  So  many  of  the  fireeholders  or  freemen  of  the  said  Fir«w«rd^ 
city  as  the  Common  Council  may  deem  proper,  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  appointed  in  each  of  the  wards  of  the 
said  city,  to  be  denominated  Fire  Wardens ;  each  of  whom 
shall  be  assigned  and  attached  by  the  Mayor  of  said  city, 
to  such  company  of  firemen,  having  charge  of  a  fire-engine, 
or  any  other  fire  apparatus,  as  he  shall  think  proper ;  and 
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shall  report  himself  to  the  Chief  or  other  engineer,  at 
every  fire.  And  each  Fire  Warden  shall  have  a  certificate, 
under  the  seal  of  the  mayoralty,  stating  his  appointment 
as  a  Fire  Warden,  and  the  company  of  firemen  to  which 
he  shall  be  attached. 

and  ^r  §  22-  The  Fire  Wardens  of  each  ward  shall  form  a 
tkns,  kc.  geparate  company ;  and  each  of  the  said  companies  shall 
and  may  choose,  out  of  their  own  number,  a  foreman  and 
clerk,  in  such  manner  and  at  such  times  as  they  may  think 
proper ;  and  each  company  may  make  rules  regulating  the 
time  and  manner  of  conducting  their  elections,  and  impos- 
ing such  fines  upon  the  members,  as,  in  their  judgment, 
may  best  secure  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  said 
Fire  Wardens,  both  at  fires  and  at  visiting  the  buildings, 
and  in  other  duties  in  their  several  districts ;  and  any  diso- 
bedience to  such  rules  shall  be  reported,  by  each  company, 
to  the  Common  Council,  and  shall  subject  the  Fire  Ward- 
ens, so  disobeying,  to  removal  by  the  Common  Council. 

hZ^^^^bi  ^^^'  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  any  of  said 
^"***-  companies,  the  company  in  which  the  same  shall  happen, 
may  recommend,  through  the  Chief  Engineer,  to  the  Com- 
mon Council,  for  approbation,  a  suitable  person  to  fill  such 
vacancy  ;  but  none  other  than  those  who  have  been  firemen 
at  least  three  years,  shall  be  so  recommended. 

^uf  b^"Iii  §24.  Every  fireman  hereafter  recommended  through  the 
ISS^iilS!***'  Chief  Engineer,  to  the  Common  Council,  as  a  suitable  per- 
son to  be  appointed  as  a  Fire  Warden,  shall  be,  at  the  time 
of  such  recommendation,  an  actual  resident  and  inhabitant 
of  the  Ward  for  which  such  appointment  is  required  to  be 
made, 
omcetobe-      §25.  In  case  any  Fire  Warden  shall  remove  from  the 

oonM  vacant         *  »/  i  n% 

Ward  to  which  he  shall  have  been  appointed,  the  said  office 
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riiall  be  deemed  vacant,  and  the  Chief  Engineer  shall  no-  »  removal 

,  ,  from  tbe 

tify  the  company  of  Fire  Wardens  to  proceed  to  fill  the  *•^• 
vacancy  there  made. 

§26.  The  said  Wardens,  when  attending  fires,  shall  be      wardawi 

^  '  C3  »  wider  thedl- 

Bubject  to  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  the  cStef"  aS! 
other  engineers  of  the  Fire  Department.  iM»er,*c 

§  27.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  imme-  voum  or 
diately  on  the  alarm  of  fire,  to  repair  to  the  place  where  it «». 
may  be,  and  aid  and  assist  in  procuring  supplies  of  water 
to  the  fire-engines  to  which  they  shall  be  respectively  as- 
signed and  attached,  and  to  such  other  engines  as  the  Chief 
Engineer  or  other  engineer  may  direct  them  to  attend.  It 
shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  to  prevent 
the  hose  from  being  trodden  on,  and  to  keep  all  idle  and 
suspected  persons  at  a  proper  distance  firom  the  fire,  and 
from  the  vicinity,  and  the  citizens  are  hereby  enjoined  to 
comply  with  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  said  Fire 
Wardens,  in  the  premises. 

§28.  Each  of  the  said  companies  shall  divide  their  Ward    w«rdi  w 

be     dirided 

into  districts,  and  the  foreman  of  the  company  shall  attach  |j|^  <i*»- 
one  or  more  of  the  members  of  said  company  to  each  of 
said  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  visitation  and 
examination  directed  in  the  next  following  section ;  who 
shall  keep  a  record  of  the  names  of  the  occupants  of  the 
houses,  and  the  numbers  of  the  same,  wherein  they  shall 
observe'  any  violations  of  this  law  or  of  the  act  for  the 
more  effectual  prevention  of  fires;  and  annually,  in  the 
month  of  January,  exhibit  a  transcript  of  the  same  to  their 
foreman,  and  the  said  foreman  shall  report  to  the  Chief 
Engineer,  in  the  month  of  June,  annually,  the  name,  resi- 
dence, and  occupation  of  each  of  the  wardens  of  his  com- 
pany ;  and  also,  a  copy  of  the  record  to  be  kept  as  afore- 
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FMuutiM.  said,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  each  and  every 
neglect,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt,  from  the  said 
foreman,  by  the  Attorney  of  the  Corporation,  in  the  name 
of  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  to 
the  Mayor,  in  the  month  of  July,  annually,  a  copy  of  the 
aforesaid  return  and  record,  which  shall  be  filed  in  his 
office. 
Duties  of  ^29.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens, 
•M.  twice  in  every  year,  viz.,  in  the  months  of  June  and  Decem- 

ber, and  as  much  ofl;ener  as  they  may  think  proper,  to 
examine  the  dwelling-houses  and  other  buildings  in  their 
respective  wards,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  all  viola- 
tions of  any  act  in  force,  for  the  more  efiectual  prevention 
of  fires  in  New  York,  and  also  to  examine  the  fire-places, 
hearths,  chimneys,  stoves,  and  the  pipes  thereto,  ovens, 
boilers,  kettles,  and  also  all  chemical  apparatus,  which,  in 
their  opinion,  may  be  dangerous  in  causing  or  promoting 
fires,  and  also  the  places  where  ashes  may  be  deposited ; 
and,  upon  finding  any  of  them  defective  or  dangerous,  they, 
or  either  of  them,  shall  direct  the  owner  or  occupant,  either 
by  a  printed  or  written  notice,  to  alter,  remove,  or  amend 
the  same  in  such  manner,  and  within  such  reasonable  time 
as  they,  or  either  of  them,  may  deem  necessary ;  and  in 
case  of  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do,  the  party  ofiending  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  twenty-five  dollars,  and  for  every  day  after 
the  time  allotted  as  aforesaid  to  alter,  remove,  or  amend  the 
same,  in  conformity  with  the  directions  aforesaid,  the  party 
so  ofiending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  further  sum  of  five  dol- 
lars ;  and  all  the  expenses  of  any  removal,  alteration,  or 
amendment,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid,  in  the  first  instance 
by  the  occupant,  but  shall  be  chargeable  against  the  owner 
of  such  dwelling-house  or  other  building,  and  shall  be 
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deducted  from  the  rent  of  the  same,  unless  such  expense 
be  rendered  necessary  by  the  act  or  default  of  such  occu- 
pant, or  unless  there  be  a  special  agreement  to  the  contrary 
between  the  parties.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty 
rfthe  Fire  Wardens,  or  either  of  them,  at  such  times  as 
aforesaid,  to  enter  into  and  examine  all  buildings,  livery 
or  other  stables,  hay  boats  or  vessels,  and  places  where 
any  gunpowder,  hemp,  flax,  tow,  hay,  rushes,  fire-wood, 
boards,  shingles,  shavings,  or  other  combustible  materials 
may  be  lodged,  and  give  such  directions,  in  writing,  in  the 
premises,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  them  or  him,  re- 
lative to  the  removal  thereof,  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  re- 
fusal on  the  part  of  the  possessor  of  such  combustible 
materials,  or  any  of  them,  to  remove  or  secure  the  same 
within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  said 
Fire  Wardens,  or  either  of  them,  the  party  offending  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  twenty-five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of 
five  dollars  for  every  day's  neglect  to  remove  or  secure  the 
same,  after  being  notified. 

§30.  The  duties  prescribed  by  the  foregoing  section.  Duties  to 
shall  be  performed  within  each  district,  by  the  warden  or  Jjjj^^ 
wardens  attached  to  such  district,  who  shall  make  an  imme- 
diate report  to  the  foreman  (who  shall  record  the  same  in 
a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose)  of  all  persons  neglect- 
ing or  refusing  to  comply  with  the  orders  and  directions 
aforesaid,  together  with  the  circumstances  of  each  case ;  and 
shall  also  make  report  whether  any,  and  what  cases  of  vio- 
lations of  the  laws  of  this  State,  prohibiting  the  construction 
of  wooden  buildings,  within  certain  limits  in  this  city,  have 
come  to  his  or  their  knowledge,  and  in  case  of  any  violation 
of  such  law,  he  or  they  shall  particularly  report  the  name 
of  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  building,  and  of  the  master 
builder,  and  the  particular  circumstances  of  each  case ;  and 
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in  case  of  neglect  to  report  as  aforesaid,  or  to  perform  any 
of  the  duties  prescribed  in  tliis  or  the  preceding  section  of 
this  ordinance,  such  warden  or  wardens,  respectively,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  each  neglect, 
to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt,  by  the  Attorney  of 
the  Corporation,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York ;  and,  in  order  that 
the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  may  be  carried  into  full 
effect,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  foreman  of  each  respec- 
tive company  of  wardens,  to  report  to  the  Attorney  of  the 
Corporation  all  violations  of  the  same,  whether  on  the  part 
of  the  citizens  or  of  the  wardens,  under  a  penalty  of  fifty 
dollars  for  such  neglect,  to  be  recovered  as  aforesaid. 
Firerar-nto  §  31.  The  firemcu  shall  be  divided  into  companies,  to 
uTto**  wmpL-  consist  of  as  many  members  as  the  Common  Council  shall 
from  time  to  time  direct,  to  attend  to  the  fire-engines,  hose- 
wagons,  and  hooks  and  ladders  belonging,  or  that  may 
hereafter  belong  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city,  or  to  such 
hose-wagons  and  hooks  and  ladders  as  the  Common  Coun- 
cil shall  direct ;  and  each  of  the  companies  shall  and  may 
choose,  out  of  their  own  number,  a  foreman,  assistant,  and 
clerk,  in  such  a  manner  and  at  such  times  as  they  may  think 
proper;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  firemen,  as  often 
as  any  fire  shall  break  out  in  the  said  city,  to  repair,  im- 
mediately upon  the  alarm  thereof,  to  their  respective  en- 
gines, hose-wagons,  hooks  and  ladders,  and  convey  them  to 
or  near  the  place  where  such  fire  sliall  happen,  unless  others 
wise  directed  by  the  Chief  or  other  engineer;  and  there, 
in  conformity  with  the  directions  given  by  the  Chief  En- 
gineer, or  other  engineers,  to  work  and  manage  the  said 
engines,  or  apparatus  and  implements,  with  all  their  skill 
and  power;  and  when  the  fire  is  extinguished,  they  shall 
not  remove  therefrom  but  by  the  permission  of  an  engineer; 
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and  on  such  permission  they  shall  return  their  respective 
hose-wagons,  hooks  and  ladders,  engines  and  apparatus, 
well  washed  and  cleansed,  to  their  several  places  of  deposit. 
If  any  fireman  shall  neglect  to  attend  to  any  fire  as  afore- 
said, or  leave  his  fire-engine  or  other  apparatus  while  at 
any  fire,  without  permission,  or  shall  neglect  to  do  his 
duty  on  such  occasion,  without  reasonable  excuse,  he  shall, 
for  every  such  default,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  three  dol- 
lars; and  may,  on  request  of  the  company  to  which  he  be- 
longs, be  removed  from  his  station  as  a  fireman. 

^  32.  There  shall  be  two  persons  appointed  to  each  fire-  PenoM  lo 
engine  and  hose  company  within  the  lamp  and  watch  dis-  »»«■• 
trict  of  this  city,  whose,  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  all  the 
apparatus  of  said  companies  in  complete  order  and  ready 
for  immediate  use ;  and  who  shall,  at  every  alarm  •of  fire, 
repair,  forthwith,  to  the  house  of  the  engine  or  hose  com- 
pany to  which  they  shall  be  conveying  the  engine,  car- 
riage, or  truck,  to  wherever  such  fire  may  happen,  and 
there  to  assist  the  company  in  getting  the  engine  to  work, 
or  the  hose  ready  for  immediate  action,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  officers  of  the  company  to  which  they  may 
belong,  and  shall,  during  the  time  such  engine  or  hose-* 
carriage  is  employed  at  a  fire,  talie  charge  of  the  hose,  and 
prevent  any  person  from  treading  on,  or  otherwise  injuring 
the  same. 

^  33.  That  when  the  engine  or  hose-carriage  shall  be  Dnuoe. 
discharged  from  duty  (on  the  putting  out  of  any  fire)  by 
an  engineer,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  persons,  under  the 
direction  of  the  officers  of  their  company,  to  assist  the 
members  of  said  company  to  take  up  the  hose  and  other 
apparatus,  and  shall  assist  in  conveying  them,  together 
with  the  engine  or  hose-carriage,  or  other  apparatus,  to 
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the  house  appropriated  for  it,  and  there  shall  wash  and 
dry  the  hose,  and  clean,  and  put  in  complete  order,  all  the 
apparatus,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  immediate  use;  taking  care 
in  no  case  to  meddle  with  the  works  of  an  engine. 

saJary  ^  34.    It  shall  bc  the  duty  of  the  persons  so  appointed, 

who  shall  be  attached  to  a  hook  and  ladder  company,  to 
preserve  the  truck  and  apparatus  belonging  to  their  com- 
pany from  injury  during  the  fire;  shall  assist  the  members 
in  raising  or  moving  the  ladders  and  hooks,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  officers  of  said  company;  and  shall,  after  the 
truck  is  discharged  from  duty,  assist  the  members  in  col- 
lecting the  hooks,  ladders,  and  other  apparatus,  and  aid  in 
conveying  thcni,  tog^'ther  wiUi  tJie  truck,  to  the  liouse 
where  tbey  belong,  and  shall  there  clean  and  prepare  them 
for  immediate  use;  and  each  person  60  appointed  to  per* 
fonn  the  duties  in  the  sevenil  engine  and  hose  companies, 
aa  above  inetitioned,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  privikgea 
and  exemptions  of  firemen;  but  shall,  for  tlic  f*titbful  per- 
formance of  Siiid  ticiTices,  receive  a  salary  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum. 

To  bo  Arc-      §  35,  It  eliall  be  the  duty  of  each  foreman  of  a  fire-en- 

inen  for  flvo      ,  i  *        f-,i  *    />  -n       ■ 

years.  gme  or  liose  company  to  recommend  to  the  Ciuef  Engineer 
suitable  persona  to  take  care,  aa  above  mentioned,  of  the 
fire-engine,  hoee-camagep  or  truck  of  the  company  to  which 
he  may  belong;  whicli  persona  must  have  served  m  firemen 
at  least  five  years;  and  the  foreman  shall  recommend  ex* 
empt  firemen  in  preference  to  all  othera ;  and  said  persoas 
shall,  on  such  recommendation  being  made  throngh  the 
Chief  Engineer,  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor;  but  no  aeiiiig 
fireman  shall  be  appointed  to  discharge  said  dutiea- 

Remova!.       §  36-  In  case  of  any  neglect  of  the  peraon  or  persoai 
employed  to  keep  the  eu^ne,  hose-caiTiage,  or  truck  to 
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which  he  or  they  shall  belong,  in  order,  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer shall,  on  the  request  of  the  foreman  of  the  company 
to  which  such  person  or  persons  belong,  forthwith  remove 
him  or  them,  and  report  to  the  Mayor  his  or  their  removal ; 
who  shall,  on  the  recommendation  of  said  foreman,  made 
through  the  Chief  Engineer,  as  aforesaid,  substitute  a 
person  or  persons  in  his  or  their  place ;  and  that  in  case 
any  engine,  hose-carriage,  or  truck  be  in  need  of  repairs, 
the  foreman  thereof  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Chief 
Engineer. 

§  37.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  members  of  the  Fure  Members 
Department,  as  well  as  those  who  are  hired  for  the  pur-  handuig^^ 

apporatos. 

poses  above  mentioned,  to  prevent  all  persons  not  belong- 
ing to  the  Department  from  entering  any  house,  or  hand- 
ling any  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Department. 

^  38.  No  fire-engine,  nor  hook  and  ladder,  nor  hose-    jf^t  to  go 
cart,  in  going  to  or  returning  from  any  fire,  or  at  any  wuhSu^' 
other  time,  to  be  run,  driven,  wheeled,  or  placed  upon  any  ^    ®  *'• 
sidewalk,  except  by  the  special  order  of  one  of  the  engi- 
neers, under  the  penalty  of  (wenty-Jire  dollars  for  each  of-    penalty. 
fense,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid' by  every  person  aiding  or 
assisting  in,  or  consenting  to  the  violation  of  one  of  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  to  be  recovered  by  the  Attorney 
of  the  Common  Council,  for  the  use  of  the  Corporation. 

^  39.  No  such  fire-engine,  hook  and  ladder,  or  hose-cart,  Appamtag, 
during  any  fire  in  this  city,  or  any  report  of  fire,  or  at  any  JSnov*2ran^ 
time,  under  any  pretense  whatever,  shall  be  taken  or  re- o?*  ^wSSnt 
moved  out  of  its  house,  unless  the  foreman  or  assistant  fore-  two  uromen 

present. 

man,  or  at  least  two  of  the  firemen  of  the  company  to  which 
the  same  shall  belong,  shall  be  present  and  consent  thereto, 
under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  such  ofiense,  to  be    peaaitr 
forfeited  and  paid  by,  and  recovered  from  any  and  every 
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person  aiding  and  assisting  in,  or  consenting  to  the  violation 
of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Duty  of     ^  40.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  engineers,  and 

ftcfl"u>™Vc.  of  every  foreman  and  assistant  foreman  of  every  fire  com- 
port    viola-  -^  I,      .   1      .  /.    1  .  -I 

tions.         pany,  to  report  all  violations  of  this  ordinance  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Fire  Department. 
,     %  41.  The  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  under  the  ad- 

Powrr  of         ^  ' 

oinTre'^fi  ^'^^^  ^^  *^®  Chief  Engineer,  shall  be  authorized  and  em- 
^^^^'        powered  to  take  any  fire-engine,  hook  and  ladder,  or  hose- 
truck  from  the  company,  and  place  the  same  in  the  public 
yard,  or  give  the  same  to  some  other  company. 

^  42.  All  firemen  attached  to  any  fire-engine,  hose,  or 
when  in  want  hook  and  ladder  company,  whose  machine  and  implements 
mentor  men.  shall  havc  bccu  Ordered  to  the  public  yard,  for  want  of  a 
sufficient  complement  of  men  to  manage  the  same,  shall  be 
attached,  by  the  Fire  and  Water  Committee,  to  any  other 
company  they  may  designate ;  and  in  case  of  their  refusal 
to  designate  such  company  to  which  they  wish  to  be  at- 
tached, they  shall  be  liable  to  expulsion. 

<^  43.  No  fire-engine  shall  be  let  out  for  hire,  or  let,  in 

to^bo**h?rM  ^^y  case,  without  permission  from  the  Alderman  and  As- 

Sft^J'^IrnuS's  sistant  of  the  ward  wherein  it  is  wanted  to  be  used,  and  the 

perm  tied.    Qj^j^f  Engineer ;  in  default  thereof,  the  foremen  so  oficnd- 

ing  shall  be  removed  from  the  Fire  Department. 

<^  44.  Whenever  any  firemen  is  appointed  to  supply  any 
of  ^opiS5St!  vacancy  in  any  company,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  call  on  the 
Slwucm!**  ^"^  Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  procure  a  certificate, 
within  one  month  from  the  date  of  his  appointment,  speci- 
fying the  name  and  number  of  the  company  to  which  such 
firemen  shall  be  elected ;  and  any  foreman,  after  being  re- 
elected, shall  obtain  a  new  certificate  as  aforesaid ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  certify,  on  every 
return,  whether  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  company. 
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§  45.  If  any  foreman  shall  be  expelled  by  a  vote  of  the      Firomon 

1  J  ir  J  ^  expelled     to 

company  to  which  he  may  belong,  and  the  fact  being  re-  ^  ^JJJ^ 
ported  to  the  Common  Council  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  ac-  I^olLt^iT 
companied  by  a  remonstrance  by  the  person  so  expelled,  in 
every  such  case  the  subject  shall  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  PHre  and  Water  of  the  two  Boards,  as  a  Joint 
Committee,  together  with  the  Chief  Engineer,  who  shall 
hear  the  parties,  and  report  thereon,  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Common  Council. 

§  46.  In  order  that  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  how  aww- 

men,  Assist- 

Engineers,  and  Fire  Wardens  may  be  more  readily  distin-  ^.    edki. 
guished  at  fires,  the  Mayor,   Aldermen,  and  Assistants,  ^^^^^"^ 
shall  severally  bear,  on  those  occasions,  a  wand  with  a  ^«^^«"'«*»- 
gilded  flame  at  the  top,  and  each  of  the  engineers  shall 
wear  a  leathern  cap,  painted  white,  with  a  gilded  front 
thereto,  and  a  fire-engine  blazoned  thereon,  and  shall  also 
carry  a  speaking-trumpet,  painted  black,  with  the  words, 
"  Chief  Engineer,"  "  Engineer  No.  1,"  as  the  case  may  be, 
in  white,  which  shall  also  be  painted  on  their  caps  respec- 
tively ;  and  each  of  the  Fire  Wardens  shall  wear  a  hat, 
with  the  brim  black,  the  crown  painted  white,  and  the  city 
arms  blazoned  on  the  front,  and  shall  also  carry  a  speaking- 
trumpet  painted  white,  with  the  word  "  Warden  "  in  black 
painted  thereon. 

%  4n.  The  foremen  of  engine  companies  and  the  firemen    ckpsortbe 

*  flremoo. 

shall,  when  on  duty,  wear  leathern  caps,  in  the  form  here- 
tofore used ;  and  the  said  caps  shall  be  painted  and  distin- 
gmshed  in  the  manner  following,  viz. :  the  cap  of  each 
foreman  shall  be  painted  black,  with  a  white  frontispiece, 
and  the  word  '<  Foreman,"  with  the  initials  of  the  name  of 
the  foreman  and  the  number  of  the  engine  to  which  he  be- 
longs, painted  thereon  m  black ;  the  cap  of  each  fireman 
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shall  be  painted  black,  with  the  initials  of  the  name  of  the 
fireman  and  the  number  of  the  engine  to  which  he  belongs, 
painted  in  front  thereof  in  white.  The  foreman  of  each 
of  the  hook  and  ladder  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  paint- 
ed black,  with  a  white  frontispiece,  and  the  word  "  Fore- 
man," and  the  initials  of  his  name,  and  the  number  of  the 
company  to  which  he  belongs,  and  a  hook  and  ladder  paint- 
ed thereon  in  black ;  and  each  member  of  the  hook  and 
ladder  companies  shall  wear  a  cap  painted  black,  with  the 
initials  of  his  name  and  the  number  of  the  company  to 
which  he  belongs,  with  a  hook  and  ladder  painted  in  front 
thereof  in  white ;  and  each  foreman  of  the  fire  hose  com- 
panies shall  wear  a  cap  painted  black,  with  a  white  frontis- 
piece and  the  word  "  Foreman,"  and  the  initials  of  his  name 
and  the  number  of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  and  a 
coil  of  hose,  painted  thereon  in  black  ;  and  each  member  of 
the  said  said  fire  hose  companies  shall  wear  a  cap  painted 
black,  with  the  initials  of  his  name,  and  the  number  of  the 
company  to  which  he  belongs,  with  a  coil  of  hose  painted 
thereon  in  white ;  and  the  assistant  to  each  respective  com- 
pany shall  wear  a  cap  painted  in  the  same  manner  as  that 
of  the  foreman  of  the  company,  with  the  word  "  Assistant" 
in  lieu  of  the  word  "  Foreman."  And  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  to  the  Conmaon  Coun- 
cil the  name  of  every  person  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
comply  with  the  foregoing  requisitions,  which  said  person 
shall  thereupon  be  removed  from  his  oflBce. 
A:derm  n  §  48.  The  uamcs  and  places  of  abode  of  the  members  of 
ints,  pfre  the  Common  Council,  Engineers,  Fire  Wardens,  and  Fore- 
Foremen  ,Vnd  men  of  the  respective  companies,  and  bell-ringers,  shall, 
^^  annually,  in  the  month  of  June,  be  printed,  and  set  up  in 
the  several  watch-houses,  by  the  City  Inspector ;  and  when- 
ever any  fire  shall  happen  in  the  night,  the  watch  shall 


l-ring 
to  be  notified 
of   tiros 
the     watch- 
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give  notice  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
Engineers,  Fire  Wardens,  Foremen,  and  bell-ringers  within 
their  respective  watch  districts ;  and  it  shall,  moreover,  be 
the  duty  of  every  watchman,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  any 
fire,  to  alarm  the  citizens  by  crying  fire,  and  mentioning  the 
street  where  it  may  be,  so  that  the  firemen  and  citizens  may 
thereby  be  directed  where  to  repair ;  and  if  any  watchman 
shall  neglect  so  to  do,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
one  dollar;  and  if  it  shall  happen  that  a  chimney  only  shall 
be  on  fire,  either  by  day  or  by  night,  the  fire-bell  at  the 
City  Hall,  and  the  bells  of  the  several  churches  in  this  city, 
shall  not  be  rung ;  but  only  on  occasions  where  a  building 
shall  be  proclaimed  to  be  on  fire ;  and  it  is  enjoined  on  the 
occupants  to  place  a  lighted  candle  at  the  windows  of  their 
respective  buildings,  where  fire  may  happen  at  night,  in 
order  that  the  citizens  may  pass  along  the  streets  with  the 
greater  safety. 

^  49.  A  watchman  shall,  at  all  times,  be  stationed  in  the  watehman 
cupola  at  the  City  Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  givmg  alarms^  to«apo^a 
of  fire  whenever  cause  thereof  shall  arise ;  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer, by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor,  shall  appoint 
a  competent  number  of  persons  to  perform  the  duty  of 
such  watchmen,  day  and  night ;  and  they  shall  be  severally 
removable  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  at  all  times  during 
the  night  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Watch  Department,  and  the  authority  of  the  officers  of  the 
watch ;  and,  as  such,  members  of  the  Watch  Department. 

§  60.  On  the  occurrence  of  any  fire,  the  City  Hall  bell  t^^^^^'^^'J 
shall  be  rung  by  the  watchman  on  duty  in  the  cupola,  and  fjj^  ""U^li 
the  ringing  thereof  shall  be  continued  during  the  continu-  Sl^\iL'^" 
ance  of  the  fire,  and  he  shall  give  notice  of  the  locality  of 
the  fire  by  ringing  said  bell  in  a  manner  which  shall  be 
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inscribed  by  direction,  to  be  given  by  the  Committee  on 
Fire  and  Water,  and  Chief  Engineer,  and  by  hanging  out  a 
light  in  the  direction  of  the  fire ;  and  for  neglect  of  any  of 
the  duties  required  by  this  law,  he  shall  be  removed  jfrom 
office  by  the  Chief  Engineer  or  Captain  of  the  Watch. 


ruog. 


Beus  to  bo  <^  51.  That  upon  the  happening  of  any  fire,  the  several 
watch-house  and  market  bells  shall  be  rung,  and  also  all 
other  alarm  bells,  and  the  same  shall  be  done  whenever  any 
one  alarm  bell  shall  ring,  and  the  ringing  thereof  shall  be 
continued  until  the  ringing  of  the  City  Hall  bell  shall  be 
stopped. 

&r"to  b???-  ^  ^^*  '^^^*  ^^^  watchmen,  bell-ringers,  and  other  persons 
n^\^t,  ^*"^  ^^  officers  charged  with  the  ringing  of  bells  in  cases  of  fire, 
shall,  on  neglect  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  this 
law,  be  removed  from  office,  by  the  person  or  authority 
having  power  to  remove  him,  on  such  person  or  authority 
being  credibly  informed  of  such  neglect,  and  he  shall  not 
be  re-appointed  to  that  or  any  other  office  under  the  Cor- 
poration, within  one  year  after  such  removal. 

ne^* lo^fo-  ^  ^^'  ^^^  Chief  Engineer  is  hereby  required  to  report 
Kgi«Stf*  ""^  *^  t^6  Common  Council  all  cases  of  neglect  on  the  part  of 

the  bell-ringers  to  churches  to  ring  their  bells  on  alarms 

of  fire. 

wSK're^  §  54.  The  Captains  of  the  Watch,  respectively,  shall 
S^  toT^-  remove  from  office  every  watchman  who  shall  fail  or  ne- 
^^^  gleet  to  give  the  notice  and  alarm  of  fire,  by  crying  fire, 

and  mentioning  the  street  where  it  may  be,  as  required  by 
the  fifty-first  section  of  this  ordinance,  and  such  removal 
shall  be  made  by  such  captain,  on  his  being  credibly  in- 
formed thereof,  by  any  member  or  officer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment. 
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^  55.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  marshals  and  constables  cjoatabie* 
to  repair,  immediately  on  the  alarm  of  fire,  with  their  ^^J*«d 
staves  of  office,  to  the  place  where  such  fire  may  be;  and 
report  themselves  to  the  High  Constable,  or  Alderman  or 
Assistant  Alderman  of  the  ward  in  which  such  fire  may 
happen ;  and  to  conform  to  such  orders  as  may  be  givei) 
them  by  the  Mayor,  or  any  one  of  the  Aldermen  or  As- 
sistants, for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the 
removal  of  all  idle  and  suspected  persons,  or  others  not 
actually  or  usefully  employed  in  aiding  the  extinguishment 
of  such  fire,  or  in  the  preservation  of  property  in  the  vi- 
cinity thereof;  and  if  any  marshal  or  constable  shall  not 
attend  at  such  fire,  or  shall  neglect  so  to  report  himself, 
or  to  obey  any  order  that  shall  be  given  him  as  aforesaid, 
he  shall,  unless  he  has  a  reasonable  excuse,  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Mayor,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dol- 
lars for  each  ofiense. 

§  56.  If  any  chinmey,  stove-pipe,  or  flue  within  this  city,       ptnaitr 
shall  take  fire,  the  occupant  of  the  house  to  which  such  b«to««  flro 
chimney,  stove-pipe,  or  flue  appertains,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay^rc  dollars. 

^  57.  All  carpenters  or  others  making  or  using  shavings,  ij^^^^JJ^^JJ.* 
shall  respectively,  at  the  close  of  each  day.  Cause  the  same  JJJJ   ■^^* 
to  be  securely  stowed  in  some  safe  place,  remote  f^om 
danger  by  means  of  fire,  under  the  penalty  of  ^cc  dollars 
for  each  omission  so  to  do. 

^  58.  No  person  shall  kindle  any  fire,  or  famish  the  or  iir«  in 
materials  for  any  fire,  to  be  made  in  any  street,  road,  or 
lane,  or  any  pier  or  bulkhead  in  this  city,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  boiling  tar,  which  fire  shall  not  be  more  than 
six  feet  fi^m  the  bulkhead  or  the  end  of  the  pier,  under  the 
penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  such  offense. 
19 
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Hay  wd  ^  69.  No  persoii  shall  have,  put,  or  keep  any  hay  or 
to  be  placed,  straw,  uncovcrcd,  m  any  stack  or  pile,  or  in  any  other  way 
exposed,  within  one  hundred  yards  of  any  building  to  the 
southward  of  Fourteenth  street,  or  shall  have,  put,  or  keep, 
to  the  southward  of  said  line,  any  hay,  straw,  hemp,  flax, 
shavings,  or  rushes,  m  any  building  not  built  of  stone  or 
brick,  and  covered  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  fire-proof 
materials,  which  is  or  shall  be  within  ten  feet  of  any  dwell- 
ing-house or  chimney  whatsoever,  under  the  penalty  of 
iwcnixj-five  dollars  for  every  such  offense,  and  the  further 
penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  twenty-four  hours  the  same 
shall  so  remain,  after  a  printed  or  written  notice  has  been 
given,  to  the  owner  or  person  having  charge  thereof,  by 
any  Fire  Warden,  to  remove  the  same. 

cuidiM,      ^  60.  No  owner  or  occupant  of  any  stable  within  this 

uow    (o    Da 

QMd  in  ft*,  city,  or  any  person  in  the  employment  of  such  owner  or 
occupant,  shall  use  therein  any  lighted  candle  or  lamp, 
except  the  same  shall  be  securely  kept  within  a  lantern, 
under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  such  offense. 

rvsnaitiet,      ^  61.  All  the  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed  by 
prtaied.       this  law,  ou  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  for  not 
attending  to  fires,  shall,  when  received,  be  paid  to  the 
treasurers  of  the  respective  companies  aforesaid,  in  which 
the  delinquencies  may  happen,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
said  companies ;  and  all  the  other  fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
feitures imposed  by  this  law,  shall,  when  recovered,  be 
paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  "  Fire  Department  of  the  City 
of  New  York,"  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  Fire  De- 
partment.    The  Chief  Engineer  shall,  annually,  on  the 
second  Monday  of  December,  in  each  year,  report  to  the 
Common  Council  the  amount  of  the  sums  which  may  be 
received  by  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  the  application  thereof. 
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^  62.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Fire  Department  of  the  iwitjw, 
City  of  New  York,  and  for  the  respective  companies  before  •*• 
mentioned,  or  persons  duly  authorized  by  them,  to  receive, 
sue  for,  and  recover,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  all  the  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  hereby  imposed  and  appropriated 
for  their  respective  uses  as  aforesaid,  except  the  penalty 
mentioned  in  the  thirty-eighth  section  of  this  law. 

^  63.  No  person  shall  be  elected  a  fireman  until  he  shall 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  and  it  shall  be  J^J^JiS"** 
the  duty  of  the  foremen  of  the  respective  fire  companies, 
when  they  report  to  the  Chief  Engineer  the  names  of  the 
persons  elected  firemen,  to  certify  that  the  persons  so 
elected  are  at  least  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

§  64.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  certiflcatet. 
Council  to  furnish  the  certificates,  required  to  be  furnished 
to  the  firemen,  without  fee  or  reward. 

§  66.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  Mayor,  to  see      Appomi- 
that  this  ordinance  is  carried  into  full  effect.    This  ordi-w^touk* 
nance  shall  take  effect  immediately  after    the  passage 
thereof;  and  the  first  appointment  of  Chief  and  Assistant 
Engineers,  under  this  ordinance,  shall  take  place  on  or 
about  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  next. 

^  66.  Nothing  contained  in  this  ordinance  shall  deprive 
the  Common  Council  of  the  power  to  repeal  or  alter  the 
same,  at  any  time  they  may  think  proper. 

^  67.  All  laws,  or  parts  of  laws,  relating  to  the  New 
York  Fire  Department,  heretofore  passed  by  the  Common 
Council,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  repealed. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  23,  1838. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  4,  1838. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  7,  1838. 
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Whereasy  The  recent  ordinance  passed  by  the  Common 
Council,*  in  relation  to  the  Fire  Department,  the  company 
known  as  tiie  hydrant  company  was  accidently  omitted  to 
be  embraced  in  said  ordinance ;  therefore, 

Resolvedj  That  the  words  "  hydrant  company"  be  inserted 
in  section  first,  and  the  word  "hydrant"  in  section  thirty- 
one  of  the  said  ordinance,  in  the  fourth  and  seventii  lines 
thereof;  and  that  the  words  "  fire-engine"  be  also  inserted 
in  the  sixth  line  of  said  section. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  7,  1838. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  8,  1838. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  9,  1838. 


AN  ORDINANCE  relative  to  Commissioners  of  Fires. 

The  MayoTf  Aldermen^  amd  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
Yorkf  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  asfoUcwe: 

commis.     %  1.  The  Common  Council  may  appoint  three  persons 
fl^-  Commissioners,  to  mvestigate  the  causes  of  fires  m  the  citj 

of  New  York,  who  shall  hold  their  office  during  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Common  Council,  and  shall  receive  a  compen- 
sation at  and  after  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  per 
annum. 
Dutict.  ^  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioners  to 
attend  all  fires  which  shall  occur  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and.  immediately  after  each  fire,  to  investigate  the  cause 
thereof,  and  inquire  and  ascertain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  in 
what  manner  the  same  originated,  and  particularly,  whe- 
ther by  design  or  by  negligence,  by  defect  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  building,  or  the  manner  of  warming  or  lighting 

•  "nie  ordinance  referred  to  te  the  general  ordloancc,  approrod  May  T(li«  288t. 
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it ;  hj  the  busmesB  carried  on  in  such  building,  or  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  waa  conducted,  ar  by  the  combination 
of  materials  liable  to  spontaneous  combuation. 

^  3.  It  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commission- 
ers to  keep  a  record  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the  evidence 
taken  by  them  in  each  case,  and  to  file  a  report  of  their 
proceedings  in  each  case,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  evi- 
dence taken,  and  their  opinion  as  to  the  cause  or  origin  of 
the  fire,  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council ; 
and  they  shall  be  authorized  to  employ  such  clerk  or  agent, 
at  a  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  them,  and  to  provide  for 
such  stationery  and  other  expenses  as  they  may  deem 
necessary,  to  an  amount,  in  the  whole,  including  such  com- 
pensation and  expenses,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  to  be  audited  by  the  Comptroller. 

§  4.  A  summons  or  subpcena,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  ^^''YaJl? 
Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  p*^ 
subscribed  with  the  names  of  a  majority  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners, may  be  issued  by  the  said  Commissioners,  re- 
quiring any  person  or  persons  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to 
attend  before  them,  and  testify,  upon  oath  or  affirmation, 
concerning  any  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

§  6.  Every  person  who,  having  been  personally  served       Pw»Jty 
with  such  siunmons  or  subpoena,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
attend  before  the  said  Commissioners,  or  shall  refuse  to  tes- 
tify, under  oath  or  affirmation,  shall,  for  every  offense,  for- 
feit the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars. 

%  6.  That  this  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  ; 

of  August  next,  providing  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars 
shall  be  previously  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  by  one  or 
more  of  the  insurance  companies  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
for  the  purpose  of  defi*aying  the  expenses  incurred,  and 
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shall  continue  in  force  (unless  repealed)  so  long  as  one  or 
more  of  the  said  insurance  companies  shall,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  June,  in  each  year,  pay  into  the  city  treas- 
ury the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of 
defrajring  the  expense ;  and  that  on  failure  to  make  such 
payment,  this  ordinance  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of 
August  succeeding  such  failure. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  July  2,  1838. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  July  9,  1838. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  10,  1838. 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  Jires  and  the 
Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York^  approved  by  the 
Mayor,  May  7,  1838. 

nrecom.  §  1  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  and  every  fire  company, 
ob«raiief.  uj  going  to,  or  returning  from  any  fire,  or  alarm  of  fire,  or 
removing  their  apparatus  firom  their  respective  places  of 
deposit,  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Chief  or  other  engineer. 
Penalty.  ^  2.  And  iu  case  any  foreman  or  assistant  foreman,  or 
any  other  fireman  having  charge  of  any  fire  company,  diB- 
obejring,  or  refusing  to  obey  any  order  or  direction  given 
by  the  Chief  or  other  engineer,  shall,  for  such  offense,  be 
expelled  from  the  Fire  Department. 

^  3.  The  word  "  permission"  shall  be  stricken  out,  and 
the  word  '<  direction"  shall  be  inserted,  in  the  third  and 
fourth  lines  firom  the  bottom  of  page  10,  section  thirty-one, 
of  the  law  named  above. 

Passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  17,  1838. 

Passed  the  Board  of  Assistants,  December  24,  1838. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1838. 
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1839. 

AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  an  ordinance  entitled  ^^An  ordi- 
nance to  amend  and  modify  the  latos  and  oidinances  now  in 
force  relating  to  fires  and  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of 
New   Yorki  and  reduce  them  into  one  act^'*  passed  May  7, 
183S. 

%  1.  The  second  section  of  the  said  ordinance  is  hereby  ^^*^,J^ 
amended  by  inserting  the  word  ••  engineers,"  between  the  ««>«n*«»*»i- 
words  "the"  and  "  foremen,"  in  the  third  line  of  the  said 
section,  so  that  the  second  section,  as  amended,  shall  read 
as  follows :  "  The  Chief  Engineer  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  engineers,  foremen,  and  assistant  foremen  ;  and  the  As- 
sistant Engineer  by  the  engineers,  foremen,  and  assistant 
foremen  of  the  fire  companies,  respectively,  to  the  Com- 
mon Council,  for  appointment,  and  shall  hold  their  respec- 
tive offices  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Common  Council." 

%  2.  The  eighth  section  of  the  said  ordinance  is  hereby  vactDcj 
amended  by  inserting  the  word  "  engineers,"  between  the  f^w,  bow 
words  "the"  and  "  foremen,"  in  the  seventh  line  of  the  said 
section,  so  that  the  said  section,  as  amended,  shall  read  as 
follows  :  "  Whenever  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  oflBce 
of  Chief  Engineer,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Senior  As- 
sistant Engineer  to  notify  the  engineers,  foremen,  and  as- 
sistant foremen  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  said 
engineer  shall  designate,  and  they  shall,  as  aforesaid,  by 
joint  ballot,  designate,  from  the  whole  body  of  firemen,  and 
a  majority  of  votes  shall  be  given  to  the  person  whom  they 
may  wish  to  fill  such  vacancy." 
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§  3.  The  seventh  section  of  the  said  ordinance  is  hereby 
repealed. 

^  4.  The  ninth  section  of  the  said  ordinance  is  amended 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  seventh  and,"  in  the  fifth  line. 
B^^  ^6.  The  fifth  section  of  the  said  ordinance  is  hereby 

amended,  by  adding,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  following: 
**  He  shall  also  give  a  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Finance  Committees  of  both  Boards,  in 
the  penal  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office ;"  so  that  the 
said  section,  as  amended,  shall  read  as  follows :  "  The  Chief 
saiarj.  Engineer  shall  receive  for  his  services  a  yearly  salary  of 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  payable  quarterly ;  and 
shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and 
subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation,  well  and  faithfully  to 
perform  such  duties ;  he  shall  also  give  a  bond,  with  suffi- 
cient security,  in  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  Finance 
Committees  of  both  Boards,  in  the  penal  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  duties  of  his  office." 

Passed  the  Board  of  Assistants,  February  25,  1839. 

Passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  25,  1839. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  February  28,  1839. 


AN  ORDINANCE.     Ofjires  and  the  Fire  DepartmaU. 

Passed  April  23d,  1839. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  asfoUom: 

nra  D».     ^1.  The  Fire  Department  of  the  said  city  shall  conairt 
whomtowo-of  a  Chief  Engineer,  nine  Assistant  Engineers,  a  Water 
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Purveyor,  hydrant  company,  and  as  many  Fire  Wardens, 
fire-enginemen,  hosemen,  and  hook  and  ladder  men,  as  are 
or  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  by  the  Common 
Council,  and  who  shall  respectively  be  distinguished  by 
the  several  appellations  aforesaid. 

^  2.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall  be  nominated  by  the  engi-  ^^^jf^  ^^ 
neers,  foremen,  and  assistant  foremen ;  and  the  Assistant  ^JJ^  how 
Engineers  by  the  foremen  and  assistant  foremen  of  the  fire  *p^*^*®*- 
companies,,  respectively,  to  the  Common  Council,  for  ap- 
pointment, and  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  Common  Council. 

^  3.  The  Water  Purveyor  shall  be  appointed  by,  and   Ji^^r  rur- 
shall  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Common 
Council. 

4  4.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall,  in  all  cases  of  fire,  have  ruty  cf 
the  sole  and  absolute  control  and  command  over  all  the  ^^r. 
engineers  and  other  persons  connected  with  the  Fire  De- 
partment ;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to 
direct  the  other  engineers  to  take  proper  measures  to  arrange 
the  several  fire-engines  in  the  most  advantageous  manner, 
and  to  cause  them  to  be  duly  worked  for  the  efiectual 
extinguishment  of  fires ;  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  Chief  Engineer  to  examine,  tw^ce  in  every  year,  into 
the  condition  and  number  of  the  fire-engines  and  other  fire 
apparatus,  and  fire-engine  houses,  and  to  report  the  same, 
once  a  year,  to  the  Common  Council,  together  with  the 
names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  the 
respective  associations  to  which  they  belong ;  it  shall  also 
be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report,  in  writing,  all 
accidents  by  fire  that  may  take  place  in  this  city,  with  the 
causes  thereof,  as  well  as  they  can  be  ascertained,  and  the 
number  and  description  of  buildings  destroyed  or  injured, 
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together  with  the  names  of  the  owners  and  occupants,  to 
the  City  Inspector,  who  shall  keep  an  accurate  register  of 
the  same. 

eaia-7  ^5.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall  receive  for  his  services  a 

yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  payable 
quarterly ;  and  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  well  and 
faithfully  to  perform  such  duties.  He  shall  also  give  a  bond, 
with  sufficient  security,  in  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the 
Finance  Committees  of  both  Boards,  in  the  penal  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

•a  .'.m'5'^'^^  ^^*  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^y  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Chief  Engi- 
neer, the  senior  engineer  shall  discharge  the  duties  of  Chief 
Engineer  until  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled. 

Vacancy  in  §7.  Wheuevcr  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of 
pariiu:nt.  Chief  Eugiucer,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  senior  Assistant 
Engineer  to  notify  the  engineers,  foremen,  and  assistant 
foremen,  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  said  engi- 
neer shall  designate  ;  and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  among  the 
Assistant  Engineers,  the  Chief  Engineer  shall  notify  the 
engineers,  foremen,  and  assistant  foremen,  to  meet  at  such 
place  and  time  as  the  said  engineer  shall  designate,  and 
they  shall,  as  aforesaid,  by  joint  ballot,  designate  from  the 
whole  body  of  firemen,  by  a  majority  of  votes  which  shall 
be  given,  the  person  whom  they  may  wish  to  fill  such  va- 
cancy. 

Duty  of  §8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Enrineer  or  senior 
Lor  to  r-  engineer  to  certify,  under  his  hand,  to  the  Common  Coun- 
nS  ''xf'^'  cil>  the  names  of  the  persons  who  may,  from  time  to  time, 
am"u!'      be  designated,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  seventh 
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section  of  this  ordinance,  for  the  respective  oflBces  for  which 
they  may  have  been  nominated ;  to  the  end  that,  if  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Common  Council,  they  may  be  appointed. 

^9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Chief  Engineer,  un-  ^j^,^^^ 
der  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  °eer. 
whenever  any  of  the  fire-engines,  hose-carts,  trucks,  hooks 
and  ladders,  and  other  fire  apparatus  shall  require  to  be  re- 
paired, to  cause  the  same  to  be  well  and  sufficiently  done. 
It  shall  also  be  his  duty  to  advertise  for  estimates  for  the 
construction  of  all  new  fire-engines,  and  other  apparatus, 
which  may  be  ordered  by  the  Common  Council,  and  to  sub- 
mit all  such  estimates,  when  received  by  him,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  and  Water,  for  their  approval,  previous  to 
any  such  contract  being  concluded  for  any  such  fire-engine 
or  other  apparatus.  It  shall  also  be  his  duty  to  superintend 
the  repairing  of  all  fire-engines  and  apparatus  which  may 
be  sent  to  the  public  yard  for  that  purpose,  and  generally 
to  see  that  the  fire-engines  and  other  apparatus  are  kept  in 
good  and  sufficient  order  for  use.  It  shall  also  be  his  duty 
to  superintend  the  making  of  all  hose,  ladders,  hooks,  and 
other  fire  apparatus  used  for  extinguishing  fires. 

^10.  The  Superintendent  of  Buildings  and  Chief  Engi-  .  owEn. 
neer,  imder  the  advice  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  ^^  '<*  ^ 
are  authorized  to  sell,  for  cash,  any  old  and  condemned  fire- 
engines  and  hose  deposited  at  the  public  yard.  They  shall 
pay  the  money  received  for  such  engines  or  hose,  when 
sold,  to  the  City  Treasurer,  and  deposit  the  receipts  for  such 
money  with  the  Comptroller. 

§  11.  All  bills  for  expenditures  incurred  by  or  under  the    Biib  to  i» 

,  approTttd  by 

direction  of  the  said  Chief  Engineer  shall,  previous  to  the  committor. 
pajrment  thereof,  be  examined  by  the  said  Committee  on 
Fire  and  Water,  and  when  approved  of  by  them,  be  signed 
by  the  said  Chief,  and  paid. 
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Water  Pur.  '^  12.  The  WatcF  Pufveyor  shall,  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affir- 
mation, well  and  faithfully  to  perform  the  said  duties. 

Bond.  ^i^^  rpj^g  gjji^  Water  Purveyor  shall  give  a  bond,  with 

sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  of  both  Boards,  conditioned  for  the  fiuth- 
ful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Salary.  §  14.  The  sald  Water  Purveyor  shall  receive  for  his 

services  a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars,  payable 
quarterly. 

waS"^u?.^     ^  ^^'  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  *^®  ^^^y  ^^  ^^®  ^^  Water  Purveyor 
veyor.        ^^  ^g^],^  charge  of  the  public  reservoirs  and  establishments 

for  water  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  and  to  see  that 

the  same,  and  all  the  apparatus  and  machinery  belonging 

thereto,  and  aJl  the  public  hydrants,  are  kept  in  good 

order. 

Hi8  duty  ^  16.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Water  Purveyor 
to  superintend,  in  person,  the  laying  down  of  all  such 
water-pipes  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  Common  Council, 
and  generally  to  take  charge,  and  to  have  the  care  and 
superintendence  of  all  public  works  erected  or  undertaken 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  or  keeping  a  supply  of  water 
for  the  extinguishment  of  fires. 

Advoriiso  §  17.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Water  Purveyor 
"»*'*■•  to  advertise  for  estimates  for  all  public  works  connected 
with  his  department,  or  for  the  repairing  or  altering  thereof* 
except  the  laying  down  and  repairing  water-pipes,  the  ex- 
pense of  which  may  not,  in  his  judgment,  exceed  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars. 

^Right  re-  ^  18.  In  all  cases  of  slight  repairs,  the  expense  whereof 
shall  not  exceed  the  above  sum,  the  said  Water  Purveyor 
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diall  cause  the  same  to  be  done  without  advertismg  for 
such  estimates. 

§  19.  All  estimates  which  may  be  received  by  the  said  joj^iJSSf? 
Water  Purveyor  for  the  expense  of  the  work  to  be  done  ^• 
under  his  superintendence,  or  for  his  department,  shall  be 
submitted  by  him  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  for 
their  approval,  previous  to  any  contract  being  concluded 
for  the  same. 

§  20.  All  bills  for  expenditures  incurred  by  or  under  the  ex^o^b? 
direction  of  the  said  Water  Purveyor  shall,  previous  to  the  STf"  e*1Li4 
payment  thereof,  be  examined  by  the  said  Committee  on 
Fire  and  Water,  and  when  approved  of  by  them,  signed  by 
the  Water  Purveyor,  and  paid. 

§  21.  So  many  of  the  freeholders  or  freemen  of  the  said  FiroWArd 
city  as  the  Common  Coimcil  may  deem  proper,  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  appointed  in  each  of  the  wards  of  said 
city,  to  be  denominated  Fire  Wardens ;  each  of  whom  shall 
be  assigned  and  attached  by  the  Mayor  of  the  said  city, 
to  such  company  of  firemen,  having  charge  of  a  fire-engine, 
or  any  other  fire  apparatus,  as  he  shall  think  proper ;  and 
diall  report  himself  to  the  Chief  or  other  engineer,  at 
every  fire.  And  each  Fire  Warden  shall  have  a  certificate, 
inder  the  seal  of  the  mayoralty,  stating  his  appointment 
ns  a  Fire  Warden,  and  the  company  of  firemen  to  which 
ae  shall  be  attached. 

^  22.  The  Fire  Wardens  of  each  ward  shall  form  a  sepa-  ^y.uwi 
rate  company ;  and  each  of  the  said  companies  shall  and  may  tioDs,  ix. 
choose,  out  of  their  own  number,  a  foreman  and  clerk, 
in  such  manner  and  at  such  times  as  they  may  think 
proper;  and  each  company  may  make  rules  regulating 
tiie  time  and  manner  of  conducting  their  elections,  and 
imposing  such  fines  upon  the  members  as,  in  their  judg- 
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ment,  may  best  secure  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 
the  said  Fire  Wardens,  both  at  fires  and  at  visiting  the 
buildings,  and  in  other  duties  in  their  several  distiicts; 
and  any  disobedience  to  such  rules  shall  be  reported,  by 
each  company,  to  the  Common  Council,  and  shall  subject 
the  Fire  Wardens,  so  disobeying,  to  removal  by  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

^  vacancio?,  ^  23.  Whcncvcr  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  any  of  the 
oiioti.  g^^  companies,  the  company  in  which  the  same  shall 
happen,  may  recommend,  through  the  Chief  Engineer, 
to  the  Common  Council,  for  approbation,  a  suitable  per- 
son to  fill  such  vacancy  ;  but  none  other  than  those  who 
have  been  firemen  at  least  three  years,  shall  be  so  recom- 
mended. 

«i"to  S"Ii  ^  ^^'  Every  fireman  hereafter  recommended  through  the 
Iwi'S*''^  Chief  Engineer,  to  the  Common  Council,  as  a  suitable 
person  to  be  appointed  as  a  Fire  Warden,  shall  be,  at  the 
time  of  such  recommendation,  an  actual  resident  and  in- 
habitant of  the  ward  for  which  such  appointment  is  re- 
quired to  be  made. 

b«conw"'%!^  §  25.  In  case  any  Fire  Warden  shall  remove  from  the 
Sl?yAi°°frim  ward  to  which  he  shall  have  been  appointed,  the  said  office 
"**'^***     shall   be  deemed  vacant,  and  the  Chief  Engineer  shall 

notify  the  company  of  Fire  Wardens  to  proceed  to  fill  the 

vacancy  there  made. 

nndw  tbe*di*  ^  ^^'  '^^^  ^^  wardcus,  whcu  attending  fires,  shall  be 
cSef"  Engl  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  the 
neer,4c.      ^^jjgj.  engineers  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Duiiea  of     ^  27.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens, 

Fire.    Word-         '  ^  /•  . 

•**•  immediately  on  the  alarm  of  fire,  to  repau*  to  the  place 

where  it  may  be,  and  aid  and  assist  in  procuring  supplies 
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of  water  to  the  fire-engines  to  which  they  may  be  respect- 
ively assigned  and  attached,  and  to  such  other  engines  as 
the  Chief  Engineer  or  other  engineer  may  direct  them  to 
attend.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens 
to  prevent  the  hose  from  being  trod  on,  and  to  keep  all 
idle  and  suspected  persons  at  a  proper  distance  from  the 
fire  and  the  vicinity  ;  and  the  citizens  are  hereby  enjoined 
to  comply  with  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  said  Fire 
Wardens,  in  the  premises. 

^  28.  Each  of  the  said  companies  shall  divide  their  ward  bo^'^i^Jid^ 
into  districts,  and  the  foreman  of  the  company  shall  attach  '"'*'  distrkti 
one  or  more  of  the  members  of  said  company  to  each  of 
said  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  visitation 
and  examination  directed  in  the  next  following  section ; 
who  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  names  of  the  occupants  of 
the  houses,  and  the  numbers  of  the  same,  wherein  they 
shall  observe  any  violations  of  this  law  or  of  the  act  for 
the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  ;  and  annually,  in  the 
month  of  January,  exhibit  a  transcript  of  the  same  to  their 
foreman,  and  the  said  foreman  shall  report  to  the  Chief 
Engineer,  in  the  month  of  June,  annually,  the  name,  resi- 
dence, and  occupation  of  each  of  the  wardens  of  his  com- 
pany ;  and  also  a  copy  of  the  record  to  be  kept  as  afore- 
said, under  the  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  each  and  every 
neglect,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt,  from  the  said 
foreman,  by  the  Attorney  of  the  Corporation,  in  the  name 
of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer 
to  report  to  the  Mayor,  in  the  month  of  July,  annually,  a 
copy  of  the  aforesaid  return  and  record,  which  shall  be 
filed  in  his  office. 

§  29.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,   roremonio 
twice  in  every  year,  viz.,  in  the  months  of  June  and  De-  c^icf   Ehgi. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


304  CITY  LAWS, 

ceniber,  and  as  much  oftener  as  they  may  think  proper,  to 
examine  the  dwelling-houses  and  other  buildings  in  their 
respective  wards,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  all  viola- 
tions of  any  act  in  force  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
fires  in  New  York,  and  also  to  examine  the  fire-places,  hearths, 
chimneys,  stoves,  and  the  pipes  thereto,  ovens,  boilers,  ket- 
tles, and  also  all  chemical  apparatus  which,  in  their  opinion, 
may  be  dangerous  in  causing  or  promoting  fires,  and  also 
the  places  where  ashes  may  be  deposited ;  and,  upon  finding 
any  of  them  defective  or  dangerous,  they,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  direct  the  owner  or  occupant,  either  by  a  printed  or 
written  notice,  to  alter,  remove,  or  amend  the  same,  in  such 
manner,  and  within  such  reasonable  time  as  they,  or  either 
of  them  may  deem  necessary ;  and  in  case  of  refusal  or 
neglect  so  to  do,  the  party  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
twenty-five  dollars,  and  for  every  day  after  the  time  allot- 
ted as  aforesaid  to  alter,  remove,  or  amend  the  same,  in 
conformity  with  the  directions  aforesaid,  the  party  so  of- 
fending shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  further  sum  of  five  dollars ; 
and  all  the  expenses  of  any  removal,  alteration,  or  amend- 
ment as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  in  the  first  instance  by  the 
occupant,  but  shall  be  chargeable  against  the  owner  of 
such  dwelling-house  or  other  building,  and  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  the  rent  of  the  same,  unless  such  expense  be 
rendered  necessary  by  the  act  or  default  of  such  occupant, 
or  unless  there  be  a  special  agreement  to  the  contrary 
between  the  parties.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty 
of  the  Fire  Wardens,  or  either  of  them,  at  such  times  as 
aforesaid,  to  enter  into  and  examine  all  buildings,  livery 
or  other  stables,  hay  boats  or  vessels,  and  places  where 
any  gunpowder,  hemp,  flax,  tow,  hay,  rushes,  fire-wood, 
boards,  shingles,  shavings,  or  other  combustible  materials 
may  be  lodged,  and  give  such  directions  in  writing  in  the 
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premises,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  them  or  him,  rela- 
tiye  to  the  removal  thereof;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  re- 
fusal on  the  part  of  the  possessor  of  such  combustible 
materials,  or  any  of  them,  to  remove  or  secure  the  same 
within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  said 
Fire  Wardens,  or  either  of  them,  the  party  offending  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  twenty-five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of 
five  dollars  for  every  day's  neglect  to  remove  or  secure  the 
same,  after  being  so  notified. 

^  30.  The  duties  prescribed  by  the  foregoing  section,      WtfyM 
shall  be  performed  within  each  district^  by  the  warden  or  Jj^^j^p^ 
wardens  attached  to  such  district,  who  shall  make  an  im-  ^    ^^^' 
mediate  report  to  the  foreman  (who  shall  record  the  same  in 
a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose)  of  all  persons  neglect- 
ing or  refusing  to  comply  with  the  orders  and  directions 
aforesaid,  together  with  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  and 
shall  also  make  report  whether  any,  and  what  cases  of  vio- 
lations of  the  laws  of  this  State,  prohibiting  the  construction 
of  wooden  buildings,  within  certain  limits  in  this  city,  have 
come  to  his  or  their  knowledge ;   and  in  case  of  any  vio-     Datm  tn 

b©    perfonn 

lation  of  such  law,  he  or  they  shall  particularly  report  th^  Jjj;^"* 
name  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  building,  and  of  the 
master-builder,  and  of  the  particular  circumstances  of  each 
case ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  to  report  as  aforesaid,  or  to  per- 
form any  of  the  duties  prescribed  in  this  or  the  preceding 
section  of  this  ordinance,  such  warden  or  wardens  respect- 
ively, shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  each 
neglect,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt,  by  the  Attor- 
ney of  the  Corporation,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York ;  and  in  order 
that  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  may  be  carried  into  full 
efiect,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  forem^  of  each  respective 
company  of  wardens,  to.  report  to  the  Attorney  of  the  Cor- 
20 


Digitized  by 


Google 


309  CITT  LAWS. 

poration  all  violations  of  the  same,  whether  on  the  part  of 
the  citizens  or  of  the  wardens,  under  a  penalty  of  fifty  dol- 
lars for  each  neglect,  to  be  recovered  as  aforesaid. 

b/^'XSiSd  ^31.  The  firemen  shall  be  divided  into  companies,  to 
tato  oompa-  consigt  of  as  many  members  as  the  Common  Council  shall 
from  time  to  time  direct,  to  attend  to  the  fire-engines, 
hydrants,  hose-wagons,  and  hooks  and  ladders  belonging, 
or  that  may  hereafter  belong  to  the  Corporation  of  the 
city,  or  to  such  hydrants,  fire-engines,  hose-wagons,  and 
hooks  and  ladders,  as  the  Common  Council  shall  direct; 
and  each  of  the  companies  shall  and  may  choose,  out  of 
their  own  number,  a  foreman,  assistant,  and  clerk,  in  such 
a  manner  and  at  such  times  as  they  think  proper ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  firemen,  as  pften  as  any  fire 
shall  break  out  in  the  said  city,  to  repair,  immediately 
upon  the  alarm  thereof,  to  their  respective  engines,  hoee- 
wagons,  hooks,  and  ladders,  and  convey  them  to  or  near 
the  plaee  where  such  fire  shall  happen,  unless  otherwise 
directed  by  the  Chief  or  other  engineer;  and  there,  in 
conformity  with  the  directions  given  by  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer, or  other  engineers,  to  work  and  manage  the  said 
engines,  or  apparatus  and  implements,  with  all  their  skill 
and  power,  and  when  the  fire  is  extinguished,  they  shall 
not  remove  therefrom  but  by  the  direction  of  an  engineer; 
and  on  such  direction  they  shall  return  their  respective 
hose-wagons,  hooks  and  ladders,  engines  and  apparatus, 
well  washed  and  cleansed,  to  their  several  places  of  deposit. 
If  any  fireman  shall  neglect  to  attend  to  any  fire  as  afore- 
said, or  leave  his  fire-engine  or  other  appai*atus  while  at 
any  fire,  without  permission,  or  shall  neglect  to  do  his 
duty  on  such  occasion,  without  reasonable  excuse,  he  shall, 
for  every  default,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  three  dollars ; 
and  may,  on  request  of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs, 
be  removed  from  his  station  as  fireman. 
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^  32.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  and  every  fire  com-       ibobey 
pany,  in  going  to,  or  returning  from  any  fire,  or  alarm  ^^  ^JSL.  ^''* 
fire,  or  removing  their  apparatus  from  their  respective 
places  of  deposit,  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Chief  or  other 
engineer. 

^  33.  And  in  case  any  foreman  or  assistant  foreman,  or    peoaitjfor 
any  other  fireman  having  charge  of  any  fire  company,  dis-  enoe. 
obeying  or  refusing  to  obey  any  order  or  direction  given  by 
the  Chief  Engineer,  he  shall,  for  such  offense,  be  expelled 
from  the  Fire  Department. 

§  34.  There  shall  be  two  persons  appointed  to  each  fire-  Perwos  to 
engine  and  hose  company  within  the  lamp  and  watch  dis-  »*«»• 
trict  of  this  city,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  all  the 
apparatus  of  said  companies  in  complete  order,  and  ready 
for  inunediate  use ;  and  who  shall,  at  every  alarm  of  fire, 
repair,  forthwith,  to  the  house  of  the  engine  or  hose  com- 
pany to  which  they  shall  be  attached,  and  assist  the  mem- 
bers of  the  said  company  in  convejring  the  engine,  carriage, 
or  truck,  to  wherever  such  fire  may  happen,  and  there  to 
assist  the  company  in  getting  the  engine  to  work,  or  the 
hose  ready  for  immediate  action,  under  the  direction  of  the 
officers  of  the  company  to  which  they  may  belong,  and 
shall,  during  the  time  such  engine  or  hose-carriage  is  em- 
ployed at  a  fire,  take  charge  of  the  hose,  and  prevent  any 
person  from  treading  on,  or  otherwise  injuring  the  same. 

§  36.  That  when  the  engine  or  hose-carriage  shall  (on  ^^^  Jj 
tiie  putting  out  of  any  fire)  be  discharged  from  duty,  by  ^  «°«°p*- 
an  engineer,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  persons,  under  the 
direction  of  the  officers  of  their  company,  to  assist  the 
members  of  said  company  to  take  up  the  hose  and  other 
apparatus,  and  shall  assist  in  conveying  them,  together  with 
the  engine  or  hose-carriage,  and  other  apparatus,  to  the 
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house  appropriated  for  it,  and  there  shall  wash  and  dry  the 
hose,  and  clean,  and  put  in  complete  order,  all  the  appara- 
tus, so  as  to  be  ready  for  immediate  use ;  taking  care,  how- 
ever, in  no  case  to  meddle  with  the  works  of  an  engine. 

Dattes  of  ^  36.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  persons  so  appointed, 
Udder  com-  who  shall  be  attached  to  a  hook  and  ladder  company,  to 
preserve  the  truck  and  apparatus  belonging  to  their  com- 
pany from  injury  during  the  fire  ;  and  they  shall  assist  the 
members  in  raising  or  moving  the  ladders  and  hooks,  under 
the  direction  of  the  officers  of  said  company;  and  shall, 
after  the  truck  is  discharged  from  duty,  assist  the  members 
in  collecting  the  hooks,  ladders,  and  other  apparatus,  and 
aid  in  convejring  them,  together  with  the  truck,  to  the 
house  where  they  belong,  and  shall  then  clean  and  prepare 
them  for  immediate  use  ;  the  persons  so  appointed  to  per- 
form the  duties  in  the  several  engine  and  hose  companies, 
as  above  mentioned,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  privileges 
and  exemptions  of  firemen ;  but  shall,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  said  services,  receive  a  salary  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum. 

How  a?-  ^  37.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  foreman  of  a  fire-engine 
or  hose  company  to  recommend  to  the  Chief  Engineer  suit- 
able persons  to  take  care,  as  above  mentioned,  of  the  fire- 
engine,  hose-carriage,  or  truck  of  the  company  to  which  he 
may  belong ;  which  persons  must  have  served  as  firemen 
at  least  five  years ;  and  the  foreman  shall  recommend  ex- 
empt firemen  in  preference  to  all  others ;  and  said  persons 
shall,  on  such  recommendation  being  made  through  the 
Chief  Engineer,  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor ;  but  no  acting 
fireman  shall  be  appointed  to  discharge  said  duties. 

How  ro-  ^  38.  In  case  of  any  neglect  of  the  person  or  persons 
employed  to  keep  in  order  the  engine,  hose-carriage,  or 
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track  to  which  he  or  they  shall  belong,  the  Chief  Engineer 
shall,  on  the  request  of  the  foreman  of  the  company  to 
which  such  person  or  persons  belong,  forthwith  remove 
him  or  them,  and  report  to  the  Mayor  his  or  their  removal ; 
who  shall,  on  the  recommendation  of  said  foreman,  made 
through  the  Chief  Engineer,  as  aforesaid,  substitute  a  per- 
son or  persons  in  his  or  their  place.  In  case  any  engine.  Repairs  or 
hose-carriage,  or  truck  be  in  need  of  repairs,  the  foreman 
thereof  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  forth- 
with. 

§  39.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  members  of  the  Fire  De-     Membcm 

'  "^  to      prevent 

partment,  as  well  as  those  who  are  hired  for  the  purposes  J^^*.  ^ 
above  mentioned,  to  prevent  all  persons  not  belonging  to 
the  Department  from  entering  any  house,  or  handling  any 
apparatus  belonging  to  the  Department. 

§  40.  No  fire-engine,  nor  hook  and  ladder,  nor  hose-cart,  on^^J^^g 
in  going  to  or  returning  from  any  fire,  or  at  any  other  cm^SSaJ^ 
time,  to  be  run,  driven,  wheeled,  or  placed  upon  any  mde- 
walk,  except  by  the  special  order  of  one  of  the  engineers, 
under  the  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  each  ofiense,  to    rwiaity. 
be  forfeited  and  paid  by  every  person  aiding  or  assisting  in, 
or  consenting  to  the  violation  of  any  one  of  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  to  be  recovered  by  the  Attorney  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  for  the  use  of  the  Corporation. 

§  41.  No  such  fire-engine,  hook  and  ladder,  or  hose-cart,    Apparatw, 

,  _        .        ,.        P  ^'  tc.^oltob* 

dunng  any  fire  m  this  city,  or  any  report  of  fire,  or  at  any  [^JJJ^  ""• 
time,  under  any  pretense  whatever,  shall  be  taken  or  re-  ?Jre^'*or 
moved   out  of   its  house,  unless  the  foreman  or  assistant  J^c2l**°^ 
foreman,  or  at  least  two  of  the  firemen  of  the  company  to 
which  the  same  shall  belong,  shall  be  present  and  consent 
thereto,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  such    penalty, 
offense,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid  by,  and  recovered  from  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


310  CITY  LAWS. 

and  every  person  aiding  and  assisting  in,  or  consenting  to 
the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Duty  of  En-     ^  42.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  engineers,  and  of 
S^rejUrtvio^  every  foreman  and  assistant  foreman  of  every  fire  company, 

to  report  all  violations  of  this  ordinance  to  the  Treasurer  of 

the  Fire  Department. 

power  of     ^  43.  The  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  under  the  ad- 
on  Fire  and  vicc  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  shall  be  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  take  any  fire-engine,  hook  and  ladder,  or  hose-truck 
from  the  company,  and  place  the  same  in  the  public  yard, 
or  give  the  same  to  some  other  company. 

Hay  trans-  ^  44.  All  fircmeu  attached  to  any  fire-engine,  hose,  or 
one  compa-  hook  and  ladder  company,  whose  machine  and  implements 
other.  ghall  have  been  ordered  to  the  public  yard,  for  want  of  a 
sufficient  complement  of  men  to  manage  the  same,  shall  be 
attached,  by  the  Fire  and  Water  Committee,  to  any  other 
company  they  may  designate ;  and  in  case  of  their  refusal 
to  designate  such  company  to  which  they  wish  to  be  at- 
tached, they  shall  be  liable  to  expulsion. 

No  engine     §  45.  No  fire-enffine  shall  be  let  out  for  hire,  or  lent,  in 

to   be  hired         ^  o  »  ' 

or  lent  in  any  auv  casc,  without  pcrmission  from  the  Alderman  and  Assist- 

case,   unless        •'  '  * 

permitted,  ^ut  of  the  Ward  wherein  it  is  wanted  to  be  used,  and  the 
Chief  Engineer ;  in  default  thereof,  the  firemen  so  ofiending 
shall  be  removed  from  the  Fire  Department. 

Certificate     §  46.  Whenever  any  fireman  is  appointed  to  supply  any 

of    appoint*  ,  •■iiiii»i 

montand  re-  vacaucy  m  any  company,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  call  on  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  procure  a  certificate, 
within  one  month  from  the  date  of  his  appointment,  speci- 
fying the  name  and  number  of  the  company  to  which  such 
fireman  shall  be  elected ;  and  any  fireman,  after  being  re- 
elected, shall  obtain  a  new  certificate  as  aforesaid ;  and  it 
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shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  certify,  on 
every  return,  whether  a  vacancy,  exists  in  the  company. 

^  47.  If  any  fireman  shall  be  expelled  by  a  vote  of  the  ^jqJtoT^to 
company  to  which  he  may  belong,  and  the  fact  being  re-  ^  cSmSS 
ported  to  the  Common  Council  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  I^Luiir^T 
accompanied  by  a  remonstrance  by  the  person  so  expelled, 
the  subject  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire 
and  Water  of  the  two  Boards,  as  a  Joint  Committee,  to- 
gether with  the  Chief  Engineer,  who  shall  hear  the  par- 
ties, and  report  thereon,  at  the  next  joint  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council. 

§  48.  In  order  that  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  J5°7  ^«: 
Engineers,  and  Fire  Wardens  may  be  more  readily  distin-  SSi.  *Sd 
guished  at  fires,  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Assist-  cifar^tobi 
ants,  shall  severally  bear,  on  those  occasions,  a  wand  with  a  ed.*  "*" 
gilded  flame  at  the  top ;  and  each  of  the  engineers  shall 
wear  a  leathern  cap,  painted  white,  with  a  gilded  front 
thereto,  and  a  fire-engine  blazoned  thereon,  and  shall  also 
carry  a  speaking-trumpet,  painted  black,  with  the  words 
"  Chief  Engineer,"  "  Engineer  No.  1,"  as  the  case  may  be, 
in  white,  which  shall  also  be  painted  on  their  caps  respec* 
tively ;  and  each  of  the  Fire  Wardens  shall  wear  a  hat, 
with  the  brim  black,  the  crown  painted  white,  and  the  city 
arms  blazoned  on  the  front,  and  shall  also  carry  a  speak- 
ing-trumpet, painted  white,  with  the  word  "  Warden,"  in 
black,  painted  thereon. 

§  49.  The  foremen  of  engine  companies,  and  the  firemen  ckpaofthe 
shall,  when  on  duty,  wear  leathern  caps,  in  the  form  here- 
tofore used ;  and  the  said  caps  shall  be  painted  and  distin- 
guished in  the  manner  following,  viz :  the  cap  of  each 
foreman  shall  be  paii^ted  black,  with  a  white  frontispiece, 
and  the  word  "Foreman,"  with  the  initials  of  the  name  of 


flremen. 
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the  foreman,  and  the  number  of  the  engine  to  which  he 
belongs,  painted  thereon,  in  black  ;  the  cap  of  eachfirdlnan 
shall  be  painted  black,  with  the  initials  of  the  name  of  the 
fireman  and  the  number  of  the  engine  to  which  he  belongs, 
painted  in  front  thereof,  in  white.  The  foreman  of  each 
of  the  hook  and  ladder  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted 
black,  with  a  white  frontispiece,  and  the  word  "Fore- 
man," and  the  initials  of  his  name,  and  the  number  of  the 
company  to  which  he  belongs,  and  a  hook  and  ladder,  paint- 
ed thereon,  in  black ;  and  each  member  of  the  hook  and 
ladder  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  the 
initials  of  his  name  and  the  number  of  the  company  to 
which  he  belongs,  with  a  hook  and  ladder  painted  in  front 
thereof,  in  white ;  and  each  foreman  of  the  fire  hose  com- 
panies shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  a  white  frontis- 
piece, and  the  word  "Foreman,"  and  the  initials  of  his  name, 
and  the  number  of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  and  a 
coil  of  hose  painted  thereon,  in  black ;  and  each  memberof 
the  said  fire  hose  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black, 
with  the  initials  of  his  name,  and  the  number  of  the  com- 
pany to  which  he  belongs,  with  a  coil  of  hose  painted  there- 
on, in  white  ;  and  the  assistant  to  each  respective  company 
shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of 
the  foreman  of  the  company,  with  the  word  •*  Assistant," 
in  lieu  of  the  word  "Foreman."  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  to  the  Common 
Council  the  name  of  every  person  who  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  comply  with  the  foregoing  requisitions,  which 
said  person  shall  thereupon  be  removed  from  his  office. 

Aidormco  ^  60.  The  names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  members  of 
wiJieii»r*"  the  Common  Council,  Engineers,  Fire  Wardens,  and  fore- 
^™jfcn  men  of  the  respective  companies,  and  bell-ringers,  shall,  an- 
^foed  ^  €t  nually,  in  the  month  of  June,  be  printed,  and  set  up  in  the 
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several  watch-houses,  by  the  City  Inspector;  and  whenever  ^^*^*^ 
any  fire  shall  happen  in  the  night,  the  watchmen  shall  give 
notice  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  En- 
gineers, Fire  Wardens,  foremen,  and  bell-ringers  within 
their  respective  watch  districts;  and  it  shall,  moreover,  be 
the  duty  of  every  watchman,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  any 
fire,  to  alarm  the  citizens  by  crying  Fire,  and  mentioning 
the  street  where  it  may  be,  so  that  the  firemen  and  citi- 
zens may  thereby  be  directed  where  to  repair;  and  if  any 
watchman  shall  neglect  so  to  do,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  one  dollar;  and  if  it  shall  happen  that  a  chimney 
only  shall  be  on  fire,  either  by  day  or  by  night,  the  fire- 
bell  at  the  City  Hall,  and  bells  of  the  several  churches  in 
this  city,  shall  not  be- rung;  but  only  on  occasions  where  a 
building  shall  be  proclaimed  to  be  on  fire ;  and  it  is  en- 
joined on  the  occupants  to  plaqe  a  lighted  candle  at  the 
windows  of  their  respective  buildings,  when  fire  may  hap- 
pen at  night,  in  order  that  the  citizens  may  pass  along  the 
streets  with  the  greater  safety. 

§  51.  A  watchman  shall,  at  all  times,  be  stationed  in  the    watchmen 
cupola  at  the  City  Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  alarms  of  !S  la^SipSSi 
fire  whenever  cause  thereof  shall  arise ;  the  Cliief  Engineer,  **  ^  *^ 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor,  shall  appoint  a  com- 
petent number  of  persons  to  perform  the  duty  of  such  watch- 
men, day  and  night ;  and  they  shall  be  severally  removable 
by  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  at. all  times  during  the  night  be 
subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Watch  Depart- 
ment, and  the  authority  of  the  oflicers  of  the  watch ;  and, 
as  such,  members  of  the  Watch  Department. 

§  52.  The  Comptroller  shall  pay  the  day-watchmen  so    p*y. 
stationed  in  the  cupola  of  the  City  Hall,  for  their  services, 
at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  diem,  on  their  bills  being  cer- 
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tified  by  the  Chief  Engmeer  that  the  services  have  been 
faithfully  performed. 

Watchmen  §  53.  On  the  occurrence  of  any  fire,  the  City  Hall  bell 
{|c«<J^»«^- shall  be  rung  by  the  watchman  on  duty  in  the  cupola,  and 
to^'b^L^*  the  ringing  thereof  shall  be  continued  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  fire,  and  he  shall  give  notice  of  the  locality  of 
the  fire  by  ringing  said  bell  in  a  manner  which  shall  be 
prescribed,  by  direction  to  be  given  by  the  Committees  on 
Fire  and  Water  and  Chief  Engineer,  and  by  hanging  out  a 
light  in  the  direction  of  the  fire ;  and  for  neglect  of  any  of 
the  duties  required  by  this  law,  he  shall  be  removed  from 
office  by  the  Chief  Engineer  or  Captain  of  the  Watch. 

Bella  to  bo  ^  54.  That  upon  the  happening  of  any  fire,  the  several 
watch-houses  and  market-bells  shall  be  rung,  and  also  all 
other  alarm-bells,  and  the  same  shall  be  done  when  any 
one  alarm-bell  shall  ring,  and  the  ringing  thereof  shall  be 
continued  until  the  ringing  of  the  City  Hall  bell  shall  be 
stopped. 

Watchmen,  §  65.  All  watchmcn,  bell-ringers,  and  other  persons  or 
""^i^t  ^^'  officers,  charged  with  the  ringing  of  bells  in  cases  of  fire, 
shall,  on  neglect  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  this 
law,  be  removed  from  office,  by  the  person  or  authority 
having  power  to  remove  him,  on  such  person  or  authority 
being  credibly  informed  of  such  neglect,  and  he  shall  not 
be  re-appointed  to  that  or  any  other  office  under  the  Cor- 
poration, within  one  year  after  such  removal. 

i^T^to^*.      ^  ^^'  '^^^  Chief  Engineer  is  hereby  required  to  report  to 
iSJicct^  *^  the  Common  Council  all  cases  of  neglect  on  the  part  of 

the  bell-ringers  to  churches  to  ring  their  bells  on  alarms  of 

fire. 

^57.  The  Captains   of  the  Watch,  respectively,  shall 
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remove  from  office  every  watchman  who  shall  fail  or  neglect    ctpuin*  of 
to  give  the  notice  and  alarm  of  fire,  by  crying  Fire,  and  men-  ^®fjj**^ 
tioning  the  street  where  it  may  be,  as  required  by  the  fifty-  ***^ 
first  section  of  this  ordinance,  and  such  removid  shall  be 
made  by  such  captain  on  his  being  credibly  informed  there- 
crf,  by  any  member  or  officer  of  the  Fire  Department. 

^  58.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  marshals  and  constables  coMut»iM 
to  repair,  immediately  on  the  idarm  of  fire,  with  their  staves  ^^^^^^ 
of  office,  to  the  place  where  such  fire  may  be  ;  and  report 
themselves  to  the  high  constable,  or  Alderman,  or  Assistant 
Alderman  of  the  ward  in  which  such  fire  may  happen  ;  and 
to  conform  to  such  orders  as  may  be  given  them  by  the 
Mayor,  or  any  of  the  Aldermen  or  Assistants,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  public  peace,  and  the  removal  of  all  idle  and 
suspected  persons,  or  others  not  actually  or  usefully  employed 
in  aiding  the  extingmshment  of  such  fire,  or  in  the  pre- 
servation of  property  in  the  vicinity  thereof;  and  if  any 
marshal  or  constable  shall  not  attend  at  such  fire,  or  shall 
neglect  so  to  report  himself,  or  to  obey  any  order  that  shall 
be  given  him  as  aforesaid,  he  shall,  unless  be  has  a  reason- 
able excuse,  to  be  determined  by  the  Mayor,  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  five  dollars  for  each  offense. 

§  59.  If  any  chimney,  stove-pipe,  or  flue  within  this  city,    p«ujty  for 
shall  take  fire,  the  occupant  of  the  house  to  which  such  tncoaftr*. 
chimney,  stove-pipe,  or  flue  appertains,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
fiit  dollars. 

%  60.  All  carpenters  or  others,  making  or  using  shavings,  ^Girp«t«« 
shall,  respectively,  at  the  close  of  each  day,  cause  the  same  ^    ^"^ 
to  be  securely  stowed  in  some  safe  place,  remote  from  dan- 
ger by  means  of  fire,  under  the  penalty  of  Jive  dollars  for 
each  omission  so  to  do. 

%61.  No  person  shall  kindle  any  fire,  or  furnish  the 
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Of  Area  In  materials  for  any  fire,  nor  in  any  way  authorize  or  allow  any 
fire  to  be  made  in  any  street,  road,  or  lane,  or  on  any  pier 
or  bulkhead  in  this  city,  except  for  the  purpose  of  boiling 
tar,  which  fire  shall  not  be  more  than  six  feet  from  the 
bulkhead  or  the  end  of  the  pier,  under  the  penalty  of  Un 
dollars  for  every  such  ofiense. 

Hay  Md  §  62.  No  person  shall  have,  put,  or  keep  any  hay  or 
to  be  placed,  gtraw,  uucovercd,  in  any  stack  or  pile,  or  in  any  other  way 
exposed,  within  one  hundred  yards  of  any  building  to  the 
southward  of  Fourteenth  street,  or  shall  have,  put,  or  keep, 
to  the  southward  of  said  line,  any  hay,  straw,  hemp,  flax, 
shavings,  or  rushes,  in  any  building  not  built  of  stone  or 
brick,  and  covered  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  fire-proof 
materials,  which  is  or  shall  be  within  ten  feet  of  any  dwell- 
ing-house or  chimney  whatsoever,  under  the  penalty  of 
twentij'ive  dollars  for  every  such  ofiense,  and  the  further 
penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  twenty-four  hours  the  same 
shall  so  remain,  after  a  printed  or  written  notice  has  been 
given  to  the  owner  or  person  having  charge  thereof,  by  any 
Fire  Warden,  to  remove  the  same. 

Qmdiet,how      §63.  No  owucr  or  occupant  of  any  stable  within  this 

to  be  U8ed  In     .  r  J 

•tablet.  city,  or  any  person  in  the  employment  of  such  owner  or 
occupant,  shall  use  therein  any  lighted  candle  or  lamp,  ex- 
cept the  same  shall  be  securely  kept  within  a  lantern,  under 
the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  such  ofiense. 

pwiaitiw.,  §  64.  All  the  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed  by 
priatod.  this  law,  on  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  for  not 
attending  to  fires,  shall,  when  received,  be  paid  to  the  treas- 
urers of  the  respective  companies  aforesaid,  in  which  the 
delinquencies  may  happen,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said 
companies ;  and  all  the  other  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 
imposed  by  this  law,  shall,  when  recovered,  be  paid  to  the 
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Treasurer  of  the  "FireDepartment  of  the  City  of  New  York," 

for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  Fire  Department.    The 

Chief  Engineer  shall,  annually,  on  the  second  Monday  of 

December,  in  each  year,  report  to  the  Common  Council  the 

amount  of  the  sums  which  may  be  received  by  the  Fire 

Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the  application 

thereof. 

'    §  65.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Fire  Department  of  the     Ponaitk*, 

City  of  New  York,  and  for  the  respective  companies  before  er«i- 

mentioned,  or  persons  duly  authorized  by  them,  to  receive, 

sue  for,  and  recover,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 

and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  all  the  fines, 

penalties,  and  forfeitures  hereby  imposed,  and  appropriated 

for  their  respective  uses  as  aforesaid,  except  the  penalty 

mentioned  in  the  fortieth  section  of  this  law. 

^  66.  No  person  shall  be  elected  a  fireman  until  he  shall  ^^  ''JS™*^ 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  and  it  shall  J^jjj,^^ 
be  the  duty  of  the  foremen  of  the  respective  fire  companies, 
when  they  report  to  the  Chief  Engineer  the  names  of  the 
persons  elected  firemen,  to  certiiy  that  the  persons  so 
elected  are  at  least  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

^  67.  It  shaU  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  oertificat««. 
Council  to  furnish  the  certificates  required  to  be  furnished 
to  the  firemen,  without  fee  or  reward. 

^  68.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  Mayor  to  see  Duty  of 
that  this  ordinance  is  carried  into  full  efiect.  ^^* 

^  69.  Nothing  contained  in  this  ordinance  shall  deprive    rower   or 

CouaDon 

the  Common  Council  of  the  power  to  repeal  or  alter  the  ^°^'*' 
same  at  any  time  they  may  think  proper.  »°*«°*- 

^  70.  All  laws,  or  parts  of  laws,  relating  to  the  New  uwshere- 
York  Fire  Department,  heretofore  passed  by.  the  Common  ^  '•p**- 
Council,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  repealed. 
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AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  an  ordinance  entitled  "-4  law 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Superintendent  of  Buildings^  and 
prescribing  his  diUiesJ^ 

Passed  May  Uth,  1839. 

No  tire  ap-      ^  2.  No  firc-engine,  hose-cart,  hook  and  ladder,  hose,  or 

c5on8trncted°  othcr  machine  or  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
in  public  •'' *  ^ 

yard.  mcut,  shall  hereafter  be  constructed  in  the  public  yard. 

No  repairs  §  3.  No  repairs  shall  hereaJRter  be  done  to  any  fire-engine 
exceeding'"*  or  othcr  machinc,  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department,  the 
lars  in  the  cost  of  wMch  shall  cxcccd  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  ;  nor 

public  yard.  ^  ,       "^  ^ 

shall  any  repairs  be  done  to  said  machine  in  the  public 
yard,  other  than  such  slight  repairs  as  can  be  performed  by 
the  ordinary  workmen  employed  in  the  yard.  No  painting, 
graining,  varnishing,  or  gilding,  shall  hereafter  be  done  in 
the  said  yard,  except  by  contract. 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  and  alter  the  laws  and  ordinances 
now  in  force  relative  to  fires  and  the  Fire  Department  in  the 
City  of  New   York. 

Passed  July  16,  1839. 

The  MayoTy  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York  J  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  a>s  follows : 

Engineers,      %  1.  The  Chief  Engineer  and  the  Assistant  Engineers 
natod    and  shall  hereafter  be  nominated  by  the  members  of  the  Fire 

appointodi 

Department,  as  hereinaft;er  provided,  from  the  whole  body 
of  firemen,  to  the  Common  Council,  for  appointment ;  and, 
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when  appointed,  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  until 
others  are  nominated  and  appointed  in  their  places,  unless 
the  Common  Council  shall  otherwise  direct. 

§2.  The  nomination  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  Assistant  ibw. 
Engineers  shall,  annually,  be  made  by  the  firemen,  by  bal- 
lot, between  the  first  and  second  Tuesday  of  June,  inclusive, 
in  each  year ;  and  the  persons  receiving  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  votes  for  the  respective  offices,  shall  be  thereupon 
entitled  to  a  nomination  to  the  Common  Council  for  appoint- 
m^t  to  such  offices. 

4  3.  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  either  of  the  special 
offices  of  Chief  Engineer,  or  Assistant  Engineers,  the  engi- 
neers, and  the  foremen,  and  the  assistant  foremen  of  the  fire 
companies,  collectively,  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be 
their  duty,  to  call  a  special  election,  and  designate  the  time 
for  holding  the  same,  to  the  end  that  a  nomination,  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  may  speedily  be  made 
to  the  Common  Council,  to  supply  such  vacancy  until  the 
next  annual  election. 

^  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  or  Senior  Naniiui- 
Engineerto  certify ,  under  his  hand,  to  the  Common  Council,  ocrtiAod. 
the  name  or  "names  of  the  persons  who  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  be  nominated,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  ordi- 
nance, for  the  respective  offices  for  which  they  may  be 
nominated,  to  the  end,  that  if  approved  by  the  Common 
Council,  they  may  be  appointed. 

§  5.  The  engineers,  and  the  foremen  and  assistant  fore-  ^^^^  ^ 
men  of  the  fire  companies,  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be 
their  duty,  to  establish  and  provide  regulations,  for  holding 
and  conducting  the  elections  authorized  to  be  held  by  this 
ordinance,  and  rules  for  testing  the  qualification^  of  electors 
thereat. 
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Who  cnti-  §  6.  Every  fireman,  whose  appointment  as  a  member  of 
the  Fire  Department  shall  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  three  months  next  preceding  the  nomination  at 
which  he  may  ofier  to  vote,  pursuant  to  this  ordinance,  and 
shall  then  be,  and  for  the  last  three  months  shall  have  been 
an  acting  and  actual  member  of  the  Fire  Department,  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  vote  upon  such  nomination. 

8a  rinton**^  ^  ^'  ^^^  dutics  formerly  required  of  the  Chief  Engineer 
aSidtags.  ^y  section  tenth  of  the  ordmance  relating  to  fires,  &c.,  passed 
May  7th,  1838,  shall  hereafter  be  performed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Buildings  and  Repairs,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  and  not  by  such  Chief  Engi- 
neer. 
Salary  and      <^  8.  Thc  Chicf  Engineer  shall  receive  for  his  services  a 

oath  of  Chief         '  /./.,it-iii 

Engineer,  yearly  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  payable  quarterly,  and 
shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and 
subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation,  well  and  faithfully  to  per- 
form such  duties. 

liiwa  re-  §  9.  The  sccoud,  fifth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and 
eleventh  sections  of  the  ordinance  entitled  "An  ordinance  to 
amend  and  modify  the  laws  and  ordinances  now  in  force,  re- 
lating to  fires  and  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  and  reduce  the  same  into  one  act,"  and  approved  by 
the  Mayor,  May  7, 1838,  and  subsequently  amended  in  seve- 
ral of  its  provisions,  together  with  all  subsequent  amend- 
ments, alterations,  and  re-enactments  of  said  above-named 
sections,  are  hereby  repealed. 

ibia.  §  10.  All  laws  or  parts  of  laws,  so  far  as  they  conflict  with 

any  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  also  re- 
pealed. 

First  ei<H;.      §  1 1.  This  ordinaucc  shall  take  effect  immediately  after  its 

lion,     whoa  i  /•  c 

»»«'<i-  passage,  and  the  first  nommation  under  this  ordinance  of 
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Chief  Engineer  and  Assistant  Engineers,  shall  be  made  by 
the  firemen,  as  herein  provided,  between  the  third  and  fourth 
Tuesdays  of  July  instant,  inclusive. 

^  12.  Nothing  contained  in  this  ordinance  shall  deprive 
the  Common  Council  of  the  power  to  repeal  or  alter  the 
same  at  any  time  they  think  proper. 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  an  ordinance^  entitled^  ^^An  ordi" 
nance  to  amend  and  alter  the  larjos  and  ordinances  now  in  force^ 
relative  tojires  and  the  Fire  Department^^^  passed  Jvly  16fA, 
1839. 

Passed  July  23d,  1839. 

The  Mayorj  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
Torkj  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as  follows : 

§  1.  That  section  eleven  of  said  ordinance  be,  and  the       .^^^  ^ 
same  is  hereby  amended,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  third  «>«c**®^ 
and  fourth  Tuesdays  of  July,  instant,"  and  inserting,  in 
place  thereof,  the  words,  "  first  and  second  Tuesdays  of 
August  next." 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  an  ordinance^  entitled,,  *^An  ordi- 
nance relative  to  Commissioners  ofFiresJ*^ 

The  Mayor  J  Adlermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  Yorkj 
in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as  follows : 

§  1 .  That  section  sixth,  of  said  ordinance,  be,  and  the    ^t^^^^  ,,, 
same  is  hereby  amended,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  first  SliJ^mj, 
day  of  June,"  on  the  eighth  line  of  said  section,  and  insert- '" 
21 
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ing,  in  the  place  thereof,  the  words,  "  thirty-first  day  of 
July." 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  July  29,  1839. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  July  29,  1839. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  30,  1839. 


rtj  of  Ea-  Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be  authorized  to  pay  all 
bills  audited  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water, 
for  services  of  Engineer  at  the  Reservoir,  and  for  keeping 
the  hydrants  in  perfect  and  complete  order,  until  a  Water 
Purveyor  shall  be  appointed. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  25, 1839. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  25, 1839. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  30,  1839. 


Watchmen  Wheretis,  The  firemen  of  this  city  frequently  experience 
much  difficulty  in  finding  fires  that  are  confined  to  the  in- 
terior of  buildings ;  and  whereas,  the  fiftieth  section  of  the 
ordinance  relative 'to  the  Fire  Department  requires  that 
every  watchman  shall,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  any  fire, 
alarm  the  citizens  by  crying  "  Fire,"  and  stating  the  street 
where  it  may  be,  and  that  it  shall  be  announced  from  watch 
to  watch  throughout  the  city,  under  the  penalty  of  one 
dollar  for  each  and  every  neglect ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  notice  be  sent  to  every  Captain  of  the 
Watch,  requiring  them  to  have  the  above-named  section  of 
the  ordinance  properly  enforced. 
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Resolved^  That  the  firemen,  and  citizens  generally,  be, 
and  are  hereby  requested  to  give  notice  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  of  all  violations  of  the  above  ordinance  that  may  be 
noticed  by  them. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  26, 1839. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  25, 1839, 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  30,  1839, 
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1840. 

AN    ORDINANCE   to    amend  ^^  An  ordinance    rdaiwe  to 
fires' and    the    Fire   Department  of  the  City     of  New 
York:' 

The  Mayor^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as 
follows : 

That  section  thirty-three,  chap.  15,  of  Corporation  ordi- 
nance relating  to  fires  and  the  Fire  Department,  be  amended 
by  adding  the  words  "  supended,  or,"  after  the  word  "  be," 
in  the  fifth  and  last  line  of  the  section  above  named,  so  thai 
the  section,  as  amended,  will  read  as  follows,  viz. : 

oixjdienco     §  33.  And  in  case  any  foreman  or  assistant  foreman,  or 

to  Chief.  '  '^ 

any  other  fireman,  having  charge  of  any  fire  company,  dis- 
obejring  or  refusing  to  obey  any  order  or  direction  given  by 
the  Chief  or  other  engineer,  he  shall,  for  such  offense,  be 
suspended  or  expelled  from  the  Fire  Department. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  January  6,  1840. 
Passed  by  the  Beard  of  Aldermen,  March  2,  1840. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  5,  1840. 


C43nire      Resolvcd^  That  a  cupola  and  alarai-bell,  of  such  descrip- 

market  boU.     .  '  ^  t        x 

tion  as  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  and'Water  shall  direct, 
be  placed  upon  Centre  market. 

Resolvedy  That  the  expense  thereof  be  paid  out  of  the 
general  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department,  and  that  the 
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Superintendent  of  Buildings  and  Repairs,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  said  Committee,  contract  for  the  same. 


dlvl- 

Ave 

ftre  distrkto. 


Retolvd  ,  That  the  city  be  divided  into  five  separate  and  ^ed  Sto  Ave 
distinct  fire  districts,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  Fire  and 
Water  Committee. 

(See  Doc.  No.  12,  Board  of  Aldermen,  1839,  with  maps 
of  and  force  in  each  of  the  fire  districts,  in  detail.) 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  2,  1839. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  4,  1840. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  11,  1840. 


Wkereasj  The  Legislature  of  this  State  have  now  under 
consideration  an  act  for  the  alteration  or  material  amend- 
ment of  the  laws  regulating  the  Fire  Department  of  the 
City  of  New  York ;  and  whereas,  the  Common  Council,  at 
the  request  of  a  committee,  appointed  at  a  numerous  meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  have,  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  their  body,  reported  in  favor  of  sundry  alterations  in 
the  Fire  Department  which  they  have  now  under  consider- 
ation, and  which  alterations  are  in  accordance  with  the 
views  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  meeting  of  the 
citizens  above  mentioned ;  and  whereas,  the  people  of  the 
city  of  New  York  are  compelled  to  endure  the  burdens  im- 
posed by  the  great  cost  at  which  that  Department  is  sup- 
ported, and  ought,  therefore,  to  have  the  supervision  of  it, 
through  their  immediate  representatives  in  the  Common 
Council ;  and  whereas,  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Legislature,  with  the  local  afiairs  of  our  city,  contrary  to 
tiie  wishes  of  the  people,  through  their  representatives,  is 
considered  an  infiingement  of  the  chartered  rights  guaran- 
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teed  to  the  city  of  New  YoriL,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
State ;  therefore  be  it 

Ruolvedj  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  be  directed  to 
prepare  a  remonstrance,  to  be  duly  authenticated  by  tiie 
Mayor,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  against  the 
passage  of  any  law  in  relation  to  the  Fire  Department, 
which  will  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  regulation  or  su- 
pervision properly  vested  in  the  Common  Council. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  16,  1840. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  16,  1840. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  17,  1840. 


Rights  of  Besolvedf  That  section  six  of  the  amended  Fire  Laws, 
"**^  now  in  force,  shall  not  be  so  construed  by  the  inspectors  of 
elections  for  the  election  of  Chief  and  Assistant  Engineers, 
as.  to  exclude  any  member  of  the  Fire  Department,  whose 
enpne,  hose-cart,  or  truck  may  be  undergoing  repairs,  or 
in  the  course  of  construction. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  1,  1840. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  June  3,  1840. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  June  6, 1840. 


Watchmen,     Rcsolvedf  That  the  fifty-first  and  fifty-second  sections  of 
tknod.        the  ordinance  relating  to  the  Fire  Department  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  that  the  following  sections 
be  substituted : 

^  61.  A  watchman  shall,  at  all  times,  be  stationed  at  the 
cupola  of  the  City  Hall,  Reservoir,  Centre,  Essex,  and  Jrf- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIBE   DEPARTMENT.  327 

feraon  markets,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  alarm  when- 
ever a  fire  occurs. 

The  Fire  and  Water  Committee,  by  and  with  the  cour 
sent  of  the  Mayor,  shall  appoint  a  competent  number  of 
persons  to  perform  such  duty  by  day  and  night,  who  shall 
be  severally  removable  by  said  Committee. 

^52.  The  Comptroller  shall  pay  the  watchmen  sta- JJ^J^T'"' 
tioned  in  the  cupola,  referred  to  in  the  preceding  section, 
for  their  services,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  day,  on 
their  bills  being  certified  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Fire 
and  Water  Committee  that  the  services  have  been  faithfully 
performed. 

Resolved^  That  sections  fifty-three  and  fifty-four  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  amended,  by  striking  out,  in  the  first 
line  of  the  fifty-third,  and  the  fifth  line  of  the  fifty-fourth 
sections,  the  w6rds,  "  City  Hall  bell,"  and  inserting  "  dis- 
trict beU." 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  August  3,  1840. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  August  7,  1840. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  August  8,  1840. 


Of  the  Water  Purveyor. 

^  1.  The  Water  Purveyor  shall  be  attached  to  the  Croton        w*t*r 
Aqueduct  Department,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  directions,  imder'^^b^ 
r^rulatdons,  and  requirements  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Conunittee  and  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Commissioners. 

^  2.  The  seventeenth,  eighteenth,  nineteenth,  and  twen-  Ofdumnco 
tieth  sections,  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  the  Water  Pur-  dattosU  *** 
veyor,  and  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  and  all  ▼•ror    and 
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ropeSed^'  Buch  Ordinances,  and  parts  of  ordinances,  as  are  inconsistent 
with  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  July  27,  1840. 
Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  August  3,  1840. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1840. 


No  bins  ox-      Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  is  hereby  directed 

J™Jj  *je   to  pay  no  bUls  of  expenses  of  any  future  election  for  engi- 

J^J^j^*^  neers  of  the  Fire  Department,  including  advertising,  in- 

^^^'^'  specters'  expenses,  room-hire,  stationery,  &c.,  which  shall 

exceed  twenty-five  dollars. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  12,  1840. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  IG, 
1840. 

Approved  by  the  acting  Mayor,  November  19,  1840. 
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AN  ORDINANCE   to  amend  an^  ordinance  in  relation    to 
Jires  and  the  Fire  Department. 

Passed  April  23,  1839. 

The  Mayor  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New  Yorkj  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as 
follows : 

§  1.  That  sections  thirty-four,  thirty-five,  thirty-six,  thirty- 
seven,  and  thirty-eight,  of  chap.  16  of  the  ordinance  relative 
to  the  Fire  Department,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, and  the  same  take  effect  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  August,  1841. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  August  2,  1841. 
Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  August  4,  1841. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  August  6,  1841. 


Resolved,  That  the  third  section  of  the  ordinance  pre- 
scribing the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of  Buildings  be 
amended  by  striking  out  ••  twenty"  in  the  third  line,  and 
inserting  "  seventy-five,"  and  after  the  word  "  dollars,"  in 
the  third  line,  insert  "  and  then  only  by  the  direction  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water ;"  and  strike  out  the 
word  "painting,"  in  the  seventh  line.  The  section,  as 
amended,  would  read  thus : 

"  No  repairs  shall,  hereafter,  be  done  to  any  fire-engine,  or  i^JJJJSJi  {J 
other  machine,  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department,  the  cost  of  JSl""^ 
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which  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars,  and  then 
only  by  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  and 
Water ;  nor  shall  any  repairs  be  done  to  the  fire  apparatus 
in  the  public  yard,  other  than  such  slight  repairs  as  can  be 
performed  by  the  ordinary  workmen  employed  in  the  yard, 
and  no  graining,  varnishing,  or  gilding  shall  hereafter  be 
done  in  said  yard,  except  by  contract.'* 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  14, 1841. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  August  2,  1841. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  August  6,  1841. 


aawtaulSM'  i2c«>fo«?»  That  the  practice  of  permitting  volunteer  asso- 
diBbanded.  ciatious  to  assumc  the  garb  of  firemen,  and  to  mingle  in  the 
duties  thereof,  is  not  only  in  direct  and  open  violation  of  the 
ordinances  of  the  Common  Council,  but  calculated,  in  its 
results,  to  demoralize  the  character  of  our  youth,  and  bring 
reproach  upon  the  Department,  by  the  riotous  and  disorderly 
conduct  in  which  they  are  so  often  engaged,  and  that  the 
officers  and  members  of  each  company  be  desired  forthwith 
to  disband  all  associations  of  volunteers,  and  upon  no  occa- 
sion to  suffer  or  permit  them  to  have  access  to  the  public 
property ;  and  all  magistrates,  watchmen,  and  police  ofBcers 
are  hereby  requested  to  prevent  the  congregating  of  all  boys 
around,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and 
ladder  houses,  to  the  end  that  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment may  be  recognized  as  such,  and  be  held  responsible 
for  all  deviations  from  the  path  of  duty,  and  the  require- 
ments of  the  ordinances  of  the  Common  Council. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  1,  1841. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  8, 1841. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  10«  1841. 
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Resolution  to  increase  pay  of  Chief  Engineer. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the    8*i«7 
Fire  Department  be  increased  to  one  thousand  dollars,  to 
take  effect  from  the  1st  of  January,  1841. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  14, 1842. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  31, 1842. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  9, 1842. 


Fire  Districts. 

The  first  fire  district  shall  embrace  all  that  part  of  the  city      rm  dih 
lying  north  of  a  line  from  the  foot  of  North  Moore  street  ' 
direct  to  the  Halls  of  Justice,  and  west  of  a  line  running 
from  the  Halls  of  Justice,  through  La&yette  and  Irving 
places. 

The  second  fire  district  shall  embrace  all  that  ptnrt  of 
the  city  lying  east  of  the  first  district,  and  north  of  a  line 
running  from  the  HaUs  of  Justice  to  the  foot  of  Roosevelt 
street. 

The  third  fire  district  shall  embrace  all  that  part  of  the 
city  lying  south  of  the  first  and  second  districts. 

Resolvedj  That  a  cupola  and  alarm-bell,  of  such  deacrip-       Beuon 

RaIIs  of  Jm. 

tion  as  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water  shall  direct,  uce 
be  placed  upon  the  Halls  of  Justice,  and  that  a  sum  not 
exceeding  four  thousand  dollars,  be  appropriated  therefor. 
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Resolved^  That  the  expense  thereof  be  paid  by  a  special 
appropriation,  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Buildings 
and  Repairs,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Committee,  con- 
tract for  the  same. 

to^av6*iu  R^sol^f^y  That  no  fire  company  shall  remove  their  appa- 
dutrict.  ratus  out  of  the  district  in  which  the  same  is  located,  below 
Fourteenth  street,  in  case  of  fire,  or  an  alarm  of  fire,  under 
the  penalty  of  being  subject  to  expulsion  or  suspension 
from  the  Fire  Department,  unless  they  shall  be  permitted 
so  to  do  by  the  Chief  or  one  of  the  Assistant  Engineers,  who 
are  hereby  authorized  to  give  the  necessary  signal,  which 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  constant  ringing  of  the  alarm- 
bell  in  the  district  in  which  the  fire  is,  when  the  whole  de- 
partment shall  proceed  to  the  scene  of  conflagration. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  31,  1842. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  18,  1842. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  28, 1842. 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  an  ordinance  entitled  ^^ Amend- 
ments  to  the  Revised  Ordinances"  approved  by  the  Mayofj 
August  8,  1840. 

The  Mayor  J  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York  J  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  a>8  foUaws: 

watehmen  ^  51.  A  watchmau  shall,  at  all  times,  be  stationed  at  the 
©dat'aiftm-  cupolas  of  the  Halls  of  Justice,  City  Hall,  Reservoir,  Centre, 
Essex,  and  Jefferson  markets,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
alarm  whenever  a  fire  occurs.  The  Fire  and  Water  Com- 
mittee, by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor,  shall  appoint 
a  competent  number  of  persons  to  perform  such  duty,  by 
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day  and  night,  who  shall  be  severally  removable  by  said 
Committee. 

§  52.  The  Comptroller  shall  pay  the  watchmen  stationed  '^^• 
in  the  cupolas  referred  to  in  the  preceding  section,  for  their 
services,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  per 
day,  on  their  bills  being  certified  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Fire 
and  Water  Committee  that  the  services  have  been  faithfully 
performed. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  25, 1842. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  April  28, 1842. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  2, 1842. 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  and  alter  cliapter  15  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances,  entitled  "  Of  fires  and  the  Fire  Depart- 
mejU,^  passed  April  23,  1839,  and  also  an  ordinance,  entitled 
^^An  ordinance  to  amend  and  alter  the  laws  and  ordinances  now 
in  farce,  relative  to  fires  and  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of 
NewYorhr 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  follows: 

%  1.  The  Fire  Department  of  the  said  city  shall  consist 
of  a  Chief  Engineer,  nine  Assistant  Engineers,  and  as  many  ^^^i^. 
Fire  Wardens,  fire-engine  men,  hose  men,  hook  and  ladder  ***"  * 
men,  and  hydrant  men,  who  shall  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  upward,  as  are,  or 
may  be,  from  time  to  time,  appointed  by  the  Common 
Council,  and  who  shall,  respectively,  be  distinguished  by 
the  appellations  aforesaid. 

%  2.  The  nomination  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  Assist-  Nomination 
ant  Engineers  shall  be  made  by  the  firemen,  by  ballot,  at  and  Anisi 
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•Bi  E^.  such  time  as  the  Common  Council  may  hereafter  appoint, 
and  the  persons  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  Yotes  for 
the  respective  offices,  shall  be  thereupon  entitled  to  a  nomi- 
nation to  the  Common  Council  for  appointment  to  such 
office,  such  appointment  to  continue  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  Common  Council,  or  until  a  new  election,  which  shall 
be  asked  for  by  a  majority  of  the  firemen,  shall  have  been 
held,  and  the  nomination  made  by  them  duly  confirmed. 

vacanciet.  §  3.  Wheucver  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  either  of  the 
offices  of  Chief  Engineer  or  Assistant  Engineer,  the  engi- 
neers and  the  foremen  of  the  fire  companies  collectively, 
shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  to  call  a  special 
election,  and  designate  the  time  for  holding  the  same,  to  the 
end  that  a  nomination,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this 
ordinance,  may  be  made  to  the  Common  Council  to  supply 
such  vacancy. 

Dotj  or     ^4.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall,  in  all  cases  of  fire,  have 
Mor.  the  sole  and  absolute  control  and  command  over  all  the 

engineers  and  other  persons  connected  with  the  Fire  De- 
partment. It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to 
direct  the  other  engineers  to  take  proper  measures  to 
arrange  the  several  fire-engines  in  the  most  advantageous 
manner,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  duly  worked  for  the  effecr 
tual  extinguishment  of  fires.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  Chief  Engineer  to  examine,  twice  in  every  year,  into 
the  condition  and  number  of  the  fire-engines,  and  other  fire 
apparatus,  and  fire-engine  houses,  and  to  report  the  same, 
once  a  year,  to  the  Common  Council,  together  with  the 
names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  the 
respective  associations  to  which  they  belong;  also,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Fire  and  Water,  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  erase  from  the  booksof  regis- 
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try  of  firemen,  all  names  which  are  not  in  the  annual  returns 
from  the  several  companies.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
Chief  Engineer  to  report,  in  writing,  all  accidents  by  fire 
that  may  take  place  in  this  city,  with  the  causes  thereof,  as 
well  as  can  be  ascertained,  and  the  number  and  description 
of  the  buildings  destroyed  or  injured,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  owners  or  occupants,  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. And  it  shall  also  be  his  duty,  whenever  any  of  the 
fire-engines,  hose-carts,  trucks,  and  hooks  and  ladders,  or 
other  fire  apparatus,  shall  require  to  be  repaired,  to  report 
the  same,  forthwith,  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  and 
Water,  and,  under  their  direction,  to  superintend  the 
repairs  thereof,  and  report  all  violations  or  disobedience  of 
orders  to  said  Committee,  and  at  all  times  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  said  Committee. 

^  6.  The  Superintendent  of  Buildings,  under  the  direction  saie  or 
of  the  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water,  is  authorized  to  sell,  fl^.t"^ 
for  cash,  old  and  condemned  fire-engines  and  hose  depos- 
ited at  the  public  yard,  and  shall  pay  the  money  received 
from  such  engines  or  hose,  when  sold,  to  the  city  treasurer, 
and  deposit  the  receipt  for  such  money  with  the  Comp- 
troller. 

§  6.  The  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water  shall  be  author-    oonmiuo. 
ized  and  empowered  to  take  any  fire-engine,  hook  andwaJr!^*^ 
ladder  truck,  or  hose-cart  from  the  company,  and  place 
the  same  in  the  public  yard,  or  give  the  same  to  some 
other  company. 

^  7.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall  receive  for  his  services  a    saivy  or 
yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars,  payable  quarterly,  neer.      ^ 
and  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation,  well  and  foith- 
fiiUy  to  perform  such  duties. 
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Rales      ^8.   No  fire-enrine,  nor  hook  and   ladder  truck,  nor 

agalDBt  run-         *  i     i^    .  .  •  /< 

^«^Jn*j^j  hose-cart  shall,  in  going  to  or  returning  from  any  fire,  or 
Bidewaiks.  j^jjy  other  tune,  be  run,  driven,  wheeled,  or  placed  upon 
any  sidewalk,  except  by  the  special  order  of  one  of  the 
penalty,  engineers,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  each 
offense,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid  by  every  person  aiding  or 
assisting  in,  or  consenting  to  the  violation  of  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  to  be  recovered  by  the  Attorney 
of  the  Common  Council,  for  the  use  of  the  Corporation ; 
and  also  under  the  further  penalty  of  the  expulsion  of 
the  foreman,  assistant-foreman,  and.  all  members  of  the 
company. 

^of  voiun  ^  9.  No  boys  or  other  persons  known  as  volunteers,  shall 
be  permitted  to  assume  the  garb  of  firemen,  have  access  to 
any  of  the  places  of  deposit  of  the  fire-engines,  hose,  hooks 
and  ladders,  or  other  apparatus  of  the  Fire  Department, 
or  run  as  members  with  any  such  engine,  hose-cart,  or 
hook  and  ladder  truck,  or  form  any  associations  similar  in 
any  way  to  those  now  known  as  "  Volunteer  Associations," 
and  any  fire  company  in  the  city  of  New  York  which  shall 
consent  to  any  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
shall  be  forthwith  disbanded. 

Breach  of  §  10.  That  in  case  of  any  breach  of  the  peace,  or  other 
gSil'^^oMer.  violation  of  good  order,  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  firemen, 
while  on  duty,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  oSicer  in  com- 
mand for  the  time  being,  forthwith  to  report  the  name  rf 
the  person  or  persons  so  offending  to  the  Committee  on 
Fire  and  Water ;  and  in  case  of  his  neglect  so  to  do,  he 
shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  same. 

Duly  of     §11.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  foreman  and 

forpinan  and         ^  r  j 

ulli^'f^t  assistant-foreman  of  each  engine,  hose,  hook  and  ladder, 
tiun  10.       j^jj^  hydrant  company,  to  see  that  the  provisions  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIBB  DEPARTMENT.  397 

last  preceding  section  of  this  ordinance  are  fully  and  strictly 
enforced,  so  far  as  regards  the  company  to  which  such 
foreman  or  assistant-foreman  may  be  attached ;  and  if  either 
or  both  of  them  aid  or  consent  to  the  violation  of  the  provi- 
sions of  such  sections,  they,  or  either  of  them,  so  offending, 
shall  be  immediately  expelled  from  the  department. 

§  12.  Engine  companies  Nos.  22,  38,  42,  shall  hereafter  ^f^^ 
consist  of  sixty  men  each  j  and  all  other  engine  companies,  SinbSSt  *" 
of  thirty  men  each  ;  hook  and  ladder  companies,  of  thirty  **'°p*°***-^ 
men  each ;  hose  companies  with  four-wheeled  hose-carriages, 
of  twenty-five  men  each ;  hose  companies,  with  two-wheeled 
hose-carriages,  eighteen  men  each ;  and  hydrant  companies  t 
of  fifteen  men  each ;  and  the  Chief  Engineer  is  hereby 
directed  not  to  allow  the  above-named  companies  to  exceed 
the  number  of  men  specified. 

^  13.  The  first  nomination  under  this  ordinance  shall  take      .^*^ 
place  between  the  first  and  second  Tuesdays  in  June,  inclu- 
sive,  1842. 

§  14.  Engine  company  No.  9  shall  hereafter  be  known  as  ^2f^enJ 
ho^  company  No.  35 ;  engine  company  No.  47  as  hose  g^  **^ 
company  No.  34 ;   engine  company  No.  17  bs  hose  com-  ^g.  *'^' 
pany  No.  37  ;  Third  Ward  hose  company  as  hose  company 
No.  27 ;  Fifth  District  hose  company  as  hose  company  No. 
28  ;  hose  company  No.  44  as  hos0  company  No.  29  ;  hose 
company  No.  43  as  hose  company  No.  31 ;  hose  company 
No.  42  as  hose  company  No.  32  ;  making  the  number  and 
ihe  locations  of  the  fire  apparatus  of  the  city  as  follows : 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Coimcil  is  hereby  authorized 
to  make  the  necessary  alterations,  in  accordance  with  this 
ordinance. 

22 


Digitized  by 


Google 


338 


crrr  laws. 


Ibeir  nam- 
iMrsaiMlloca- 


ENGINE  COMPANIES. 

No.  1,  Clinton  square,  foot  of  Duane  street. 

2,  Eldridge,  near  Division  street. 

3,  Orange,  near  Prince  street. 

4,  North  Dutch  Church,  near  Ann  street. 

g  i(  (c      •  ((  (( 

6,  Reade  street,  near  West  Broadway. 

7,  Rose,  near  Frankfort  street. 

8,  Ludlow,  near  Broome  street. 

9,  Disbanded. 

10,  Third  street,  near  the  Bowery. 

11,  Wooster,  near  Prince  street. 

12,  William,  near  Duane  street. 

13,  Duane,  near  William  street. 

14,  Comer  of  Vesey  and  Church  streets. 
16,  Chrystie,  near  Walker  street. 

16,  Disbanded. 

17,  Disbanded. 

18,  Amity  street,  near  Sixth  avenue. 

19,  Elizabeth,  near  Grand  street. 

20,  Cedar,  near  Greenwich  street. 

21,  Lumber,  near  Cedar  street. 

22,  Chambers,  near  Centre  street. 

23,  Anthony  street,  near  Broadway. 

24,  Seventeenth  street,  near  Ninth  avenue. 

25,  Twenty-third  street,  near  Fifth  avenue. 

26,  Madison,  near  Rutgers  street. 

27,  Watts,  near  Greenwich  street. 

28,  Disbanded. 

29,  Horatio  street,  near  Ninth  avenue. 

30,  Disbanded. 

31,  West  Broadway,  near  Beach  street. 

32,  Hester,  near  Allen  street. 
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No.  33, 
"  34, 
"  35, 
"  36, 
"  37, 
"  38, 
"  39, 
"  40, 
"  41, 
«  42, 
"  43, 
"  44, 
"  45, 
"  46, 
"  47, 
"  48, 
"  49, 
"  50, 


Gouveraeur,  near  Henry  street. 

Christopher,  neax  Hudson  street. 

Harlem. 

Varick,  near  Vandam  street. 

Delancey,  near  Allen  street. 

Nassau,  near  Ann  street. 

Doyers,  near  Chatham  square. 

Mulberry,  near  Broome  street. 

Comer  of  Delancey  and  Attorney  streets. 

Beaver,  near  William  streets. 

Manhattanville. 

Houston,  near  Lewis  street. 

Yorkville,  Third  avenue. 

Twenty-fifth  street,  near  Bull's  Head. 

Disbanded. 

Thirteenth  street,  near  Sixth  avenue. 

Harlem. 

Bloomingdale  road,  Harsenville. 

HOSE   COMPANIES. 


No.     1,  4  wheeled,  Duane  near  William  street. 
William,  near  Duane  street. 
Centre,  near  Hester  street. 
Attorney,  near  Delancey  street. 
Mercer,  near  Prince  street. 
Gouvemeur,  near  Henry  street. 
Chrystie,  near  Stanton  street. 
Cedar,  near  Nassau  street. 
Mulberry,  near  Broome  street. 
Roosevelt,  near  Cherry  street. 
Jefferson  Market,  Sixth  avenue. 
Seventeenth  street,  near  Ninth  avenue. 
Eldridge,  near  Division  street. 


2, 

2 

3, 

2 

4, 

2 

6, 

4 

6, 

4         " 

7, 

2 

8, 

4 

9, 

4 

10, 

2         " 

11, 

2 

12, 

4 

13, 

2 
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No.  14,  2  wheeled,  Elizabeth,  near  Bayard  street. 

"    15,  2  "  Essex  Market,  Grand  street. 

16,  2  "  Beaver,  near  Broad  street. 

17,  4  **  Fifth  street,  near  Second  avenue. 

18,  2  "  Franklin  Market,  Old  Slip. 

19,  2  "  Cortlandt  alley,  near  Canal  street. 

20,  2  <'  John,  near  Dutch  street. 

21,  2  **  Henry,  near  Catharine  street. 
22f  2  '*  Hester,  near  Allen  street. 

23,  2  <<  Charles,  near  Hudson  street. 

24,  2  **  Renwick,  near  Spring  street. 

25,  2  <*  Leonard  street,  near  Broadway. 

26,  2  **  Monroe,  near  Jefferson  street. 

27,  2  **  Comer  of  Vesey  and  Church  streets. 

28,  2  "  Chambers,  near  Centre  street. 

29,  2  "  Willet,  near  Rivington  street. 

30,  2  **  Bowery,  near  Thirteenth  street. 

31,  2  "  Willet,  near  Rivington  street. 

32,  2  *•  Third  street,  near  Bowery. 

33,  2  "  Sullivan,  near  Prince  street. 

34,  2  "  Tenth  street,  near  Avenue  D. 

35,  2  "  Mercer,  near  Bleecker  street. 

36,  2  "  Henry,  near  Catharine  street. 

37,  2  "  Monroe  Market. 

38,  2  "  Amity  street,  near  Sixth  avenue. 

HYDRANT   COMPANIES. 

No.     1,  John  A.  Blackledge,  foreman. 
"      2,  Allen  R.  Jollie,  " 

"      3,  Daniel  Coger,  " 

HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANIES. 

No.     1.  Beaver,  near  Broad  street. 
^*      2,  Chambers,  near  Centre  street. 
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No.  4,  Eldridge,  near  Walker  street, 

«*  6,  Comer  of  Delancey  and  Attorney  streets. 

**  6,  Mercer,  near  Prince  street. 

"  7,  Harlem. 

**  8,  Disbanded. 

"  9,  Disbanded. 

"  IQ,  Third  Avenue,  Yorkville. 

FIRE  WARDENS. 

Six  in  each  of  the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth, 
Sixth,  Seventh,  Eighth,  Ninth,  Tenth,  Eleventh,  Twelfth, 
Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  and  Seven- 
teenth Wards. 

^  15.  All  ordinances,  or  parts  of  ordinances,  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  26,  1842. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  2, 1842. 

And  received  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  June  22,  1842, 
without  his  approval  or  objections.  The  same,  by 
virtue  of  the  amended  charter,  became  a  law. 


AN  ORDINANCE  relative  to  an  election  to  be  held  in  the  city 
of  New  York  on  the  Jirst  Monday  qfJune^  1842. 

Jtesolvedy  That  the  fifty-first  section  of  the  ordinance  re- 
lating to  the  Fire  Department,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended,  by  striking  out  the  words,  "  By  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  Mayor." 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  July  6,  1842. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  July  8,  1842. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  13,  1842. 
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AN  ORDINANCE  to  regulate  the  Water-works  rf  the  city 
of  New  YorTc. 

Passed  September  7,  1842. 

TITLE  IV. 

Water  Pur-  ^  1 .  A  Chief  Engineer,  a  Superintendent  of  the  Aqueduct 
Works,  a  Water  Purveyor,  and  a  Register  of  Rents,  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Common  Council,  to  hold  their  re- 
spective offices  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Common  Council, 
unless  sooner  removed  for  cause,  by  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Board,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Joint  Croton  Aqueduct 
Committee. 

%  2.  The  Chief  Engineer,  Superintendent,  Water  Pur- 
veyor, and  Register  of  Rents  shall  be  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board,  and  perform  such 
other  duties,  not  therein  provided,  as  may  be  assigned  to 
them  by  the  said  Croton  Aqueduct  Board. 

%  3.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall  have,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board,  the  general  executive  care 
and  superintendence  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  works. 

%'4c.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  and 
Water  Purveyor  to  lay  down  all  the  distributing  pipes,  hy- 
drants, and  stop-cocks,  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  and  Croton  Aqueduct  Board;  to  examine  into,  and 
to  report  to  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board,  all  applications  for 
water,  and  generally  to  do  all  such  duty  as  may  be  assign- 
ed to  them ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Water  Pur- 
veyor to  attend  all  fires  that  may  happen  in  the  city ;  to 
provide  against  all  unnecessary  waste  of  water,  and  see 
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that  all  hydrants  are  closed  at  the  termination  of  each  con- 
flagration. ^ 


Besolved,  That  the  words  "  below  Fourteenth  street,"  in  ^_,^«»'*- 
the  last  section  of  the  law  dividing  the  city  into  three  fire 
districtsi  be  stricken  out. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  24, 1842. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  24,  1842. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  25,  1842. 
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1843. 

AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  an  ordinance  to  regulate  the  xjoater- 
works  of  the  city  of  New  Yorky  poMed  September  7,  1842. 

nra^yj  ^  ^*  ^^  person  or  persons,  except  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
]>o  opened,  qj.  Assistants  of  the  respective  wards,  shall,  without  pre- 
vious permission,  in  writing,  from  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Board,  unscrew  or  open  any  hydrant  belonging  or  attached 
to  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Works,  erected  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  fires,  except  in  cases  of  fires  in  the  neighborhood, 
nor  shall  leave  said  fire  hydrant  open  for  a  longer  time  than 
shall  be  limited  in  said  permission,  nor  shall  use  the  water 
for  other  purposes  than  may  be  mentioned  in  said  permis- 
sion, imder  the  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  each 
oflense. 

%  2.  (Relates  to  selling  water  for  shipping.) 
ftntitj,        ^  3.  Any  penalty  herein  prescribed  shall  be  imposed  on 
the  offenders  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  seventh  title  of  the  ordinance  hereby  amended, 
in  respect  to  the  penalty  therein  prescribed,  and  in  default 
of  the  payment,  the  offender  shall  be  subject  to  the  like 
punishment,  by  imprisonment,  as  is  in  the  said  section 
prescribed. 
street  In-     ^  4.  It  shall  bc  the  duty  of  the  street  inspectors,  consta- 
ff i»rt  yioia-  ties,  marshals,  police  oiScers,  and  watchmen,  to  enforce  the 

tions  of  this  »  '  r  '  » 

ordinAnce.  obscrvauce  of  this  ordinance  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities, 
and  to  make  complaint  of  any  violation  thereof,  to  the 
proper  authorities. 

Passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  27,  1843. 
Passed  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  27,  1843. 
Received  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1843, 
without  his  approval  or  objections  thereto;  therefore, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  amended  charter,  the  same 
became  a  law. 
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IBM. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  aiief*^"^ 
Fire  Department  be  increased  to  one  thousand  iSve  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  to  take  effect  from  the  1st  November, 
1844. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  26,  1844. 


Resolvedf  That  the  Wrfter  Purveyor  shall  perform  all  the    water  Por- 

v6yor  to  por- 

duties  heretofore  appertaining  to  the  duties  of  the  Superin-  ^o™  duti* 
tendent  of  Pipes,  without  any  additional  salary.  wj^?'**'^ 

Passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  22,  1844. 
Passed  the  Board  of  Assistants,  January  29,  1844. 
Received  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  February  23, 1844, 
without  his  approval  or  objections  thereto;  therefore, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  amended  charter,  the  same 
became  adopted. 
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OommlUee. 


18A5. 

Change  of  name  of  "  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water**  to 
that  of  **  Committee  on  Fire  Department." 

Namo  of  Resolvcdy  That  the  name  and  'style  of  the  "  Conimittee 
on  Fire  and  Water,"  be*  changed  to  the  "  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department." 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  28,  1845. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  February  3,  1845. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  February  10,  1845. 


Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  be  di- 
rected to  publish,  in  all  the  Corporation  papers,  for  one 
week,  section  eight  of  the  ordinance  relative  to  fires,  &c, 
passed  in  1842,  together  with  a  notice  to  firemen,  that  the 
ordinance  will  be  strictly  enforced. 

Enginea     Resolvcdy  That  the  policemen  and  watchmen  be  directed 

fnnning      on  _ 

sktowaiks.  to  report  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  all  fire  companies  found 
violating  the  ordinance  relative  to  running  fire  apparatus 
on  the  sidewalk,  together,  when  practicable,  with  the 
name  of  the  officer  or  member  in  command. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  23,  1845. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  6,  1845. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  8,  1846. 
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Resolution  in  relation  to  a  suspended  member  taking 
command  of  a  company. 


Resokedj  That  the  Chief  Engineer  be  directed  to  notify  „j,^Jp^^ 
the  foreman  of  such  companies  as  are  wholly  or  in  part  ^^*  ««»• 
disbanded,  that  in  the  event  of  any  suspended  member  or 
officer  of  such  company  attempting  to  take  command,  he 
will  be  forthwith  expelled  from  the  department. 

Approved  July  25,  1845. 
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1846. 


wmter. 


crotoD  Resolvedj  That  the  various  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and 
ladder  companies  attached  to  the  Fire  Department,  be 
granted  the  use  of  the  Croton  water,  on  paying  the  ex- 
penses of  its  introduction. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  25,  1846. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  June  8,  1846. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  June  10,  1846. 


Resolved,  That  the  fifth  section  of  the  ordinance  passed 
June  22,  1842,  to  amend  and  alter  the  ordinances  relative 
to  fires  and  the  Fire  Department,  be  amended  by  striking 
out  **  Superintendent  of  Buildings,"  in  the  first  line  of  the 
said  section,  and  inserting  **  Chief  Engineer." 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  8,  1846. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  June  16,  1846. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  June  18,  1846. 


men. 


Resolution  as  to  number  of  men  for  second-class  engines. 

Kumberof     Resolved,  That  all  second  class,  or  eight  and  one  half 
inch  cylinder  engines,  be  allowed  fifty  members. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  8,  1846. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  June  16,  1846. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  June  18,  1846. 
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1847. 

AN  ORDINANCE  in  relation  to  repairs  in  the  Fire 
Department. 

The  Mayor  J  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  oftlie  City  of  New  Torlcj 
in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as  follows : 

§  1.  All  repairs  to  the  fire-engine  and  fire  apparatus,  Repaimto 
and  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  houses,  shall  be  done 
under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  such  repairs. 

^  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Chief  Engineer  to      Boisror 
submit  all  bills,  for  repairs  done  and  materials  purchased 
under  his  supervision,  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment, by  whom  they  shall  be  approved  before  being  pre- 
sented to  the  Comptroller  for  payment. 

^  3.  All  ordinances,  and  parts  of  ordinances,  inconsistent 
with  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  August  2,  1847. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistiants,  August  2,  1847. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  August  6,  1847. 


Resolved^  That  permission  be  granted  to  Hugh  Downing 
and  Royal  E.  House,  to  construct  a  line  of  telegraph,  by 
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setting  posts  in  the  ground,  and  extending  from  Fort 
Washington,  where  they  cross  the  Hudson  river,  to  the 
Bloomingdale  road,  thence  along  said  road  to  the  Sixth 
avenue ;  thence  along  said  avenue  to  the  fire  station  at 
Jefferson  market ;  and  thence  along  said  avenue  to  Amity 
street ;  thence  to  Sullivan  street ;  thence  through  Sullivan 
and  Broome  streets  to  the  fire  stations  at  Centre  and  Es- 
sex markets  ;  thence  from  Centre  market  through  Centre 
street  to  the  City  Hall ;  and  thence  through  Frankfort 
and  William  streets  to  the  Merchants'  Exchange ;  pro- 

proviso.  vided,  however,  that  said  Downing  and  House  shall  put 
up  the  necessary  wire  and  apparatus,  and  keep  the  same 

Freensoto  in  ordcr,  and  give  the  free  and  perpetual  use  of  the  inven- 
tion, for  communicating  alarms  of  fire  from  the  City  Hall 
to  the  different  fire  stations,  and  instruct  the  different  bell- 
ringers  in  the  use  of  said  invention,  and  commence  and 
continue  the  communication  themselves,  until  the  said 
rrovtoo'^^*'  bell-ringers  are  so  instructed.  And  further  provided,  that 
they  receive  for  such  wire,  apparatus,  and  the  use  of  the 

Five  hun-  invcution,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars ;  said  amount 

dred   dollars  ' 

auowod  for^ije  j^  fuU  for  all  the. services  hereinbefore  mentioned. 
Said  amount  not  to  be  paid  until  the  said  telegraph  is  in 

provte^'^^''^  full  and  complete  operation.  And  further  provided,  that 
they,  the  said  grantees,  shall  put  up  such  quality  of  posts 
as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Street  Commissioner;  said 
posts  to  be  removed  at  any  time  when  so  ordered  by  the 
Common  Council. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  22, 1847. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  22^  1847. 

ReciBived  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  December  2, 1847, 
without  his  approval  or  objections  thereto ;  therefore, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  amended  charter,  the  same 
became  adopted. 
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Resolution  to  amend  an  ordinance  to  regulate  the  water- 
works of  the  city  of  New  York,  passed  April  13,  1843. 

Resalvedj  That  the  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  to 
regulate  the  water-works  of  the  city  of  New  York,  passed 
April  13,  1843,  be  so  amended  that  the  first  section  shall 
read  as  follows : 

^  1.  No  person  or  persons,  except  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  ^^^*JJ"** 
and  Assistants  of  the  respective  wards,  shall,  without  pre-  * 
vious  permission,  in  writing,  from  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Board,  unscrew  or  open  any  hydrant  belonging  or  attached 
to  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Works,  except  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  fires  (except  in  cases  of  fires  in  the  neighborhood), 
nor  shall  leave  said  fire-hydrant  open  for  a  longer  time 
than  shall  be  limited  in  said  permission,  nor  shall  use  the 
water  for  other  purposes  than  may  be  mentioned  in  said 
permission,  under  the  penalty  of  not  less  than  five  dollars, 
or  more  than  twenty-five  dollars,  for  each  ofiense,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  complaint 
shall  be  made. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  15, 1847. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  6,  1847. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1847. 
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1848. 

a^^  «^  Resolvedj  That  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Engmeer  of  the 
Fire  Department  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  increased  to 
two  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  8,  1848. 


RcBigno-     Resimation  of  C.  V.  Anderson,  Chief  Enrineer  of  the 

tkm  of  a  V.  °  ,  ^         n 

Ajidjrson,  bs  FiTB  Department,  was  accepted,  to  take  effect  from  the 
time  a  successor  is  appointed. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  22,  1848. 


Appoint-     Resolved.  That  Alfred  Carson  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 

raent  of    A.  J      k 

^^*'*»°        pointed  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  in  place 
of  Cornelius  V.  Anderson,  resigned. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  7,  1848. 


Appoint-     Resolved^  That  Clark  Vanderbilt  be  appointed  an  Assist- 

Dirat  CWT  A8- 

Pisunt   ai-  ant  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  in  place  of  Alfred 
Carson,  appointed  Chief  Engineer. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  23,  1848. 
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1849. 

AN  ORDINANCE  organizing  the  Departments  of  the   Com- 
mon Council. 

Passed  May  30th,  1849. 

BUREAU  OF  PIPES  AND   SEWERS. 

§  376.  This  bureau,  of  which  the  Water  Purveyor  shall    wat«rPur- 
be  the  chief  officer,  is  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  ^^*^* 
the  laying  and  repairing  of  the  water-pipes,  and  the  con- 
struction, repairing,  and  cleaning  of  the  sewers  and  under- 
ground drains. 

§  376.  The  Water  Purveyor  shall,  before  entering  upon    Bond. 
the  duties  of  his  office,  execute  a  bond  to  the  Corporation, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  Comp- 
troller, in  the  penal  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  condi- 
tioned for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

§  377.  He  shall  make  all  estimates  necessary  to  the  lay-         ^^^^ 
ing  and  repairing  of  the  water-pipes,  and  the  construction,  "^'^ 
repairing,  and  cleaning  of  the  sewers  and  underground 
drains,  when  required  by  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board. 

§  378.  He  shall  keep  correct  accounts  of  the  time  of  the    aid. 
men  employed,  and  the  work  upon  which  they  are  engaged, 
and  the  expense  attending  the  same,  when  it  is  not  done 
by  contract,  and  shall  report  the  same,  under  oath,  once  in 
each  week,  to  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board. 

^  379.  He  shall  examine,  audit,  and  certify  to  the  Croton    j^^^ 
Aqueduct  Board,  all  accounts  for  supplies  furnished  or 
23 


Digitized  by 


Google 


354  crrr  laws. 

work  done  under  his  supervision,  and  as  to  the  fulfillment 
or  breach  of  any  contract  to  be  performed  under  his 
direction. 

Tb  examine  ^  380.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  examine  the  state  of 
the  water-pipes,  sewers,  and  underground  drains,  and  re- 
port all  repairs  thereof,  which,  in  his  judgment,  may  be 
necessary,  to  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board. 

Under  coQ.  ^  381.' Hc  shall,  iu  all  matters  connected  with  his  bu- 
Department.  rcau,  bc  uudor  the  control,  direction,  and  supervision  of 
the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board,  and  in  addition  to  the  duties 
prescribed  by  this  chapter,  shall  perform  such  other  duties 
appertaining  to  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  as  may 
be  required  of  him  by  that  Board. 


Chap.  4,  Art.  3,   Title  6,  Part  2,  of  the  ordinance  approted 
by  the  Mayor^  May  30,  1849. 

THE   BUREAU   OP   SUPPLIES   FOB  THE  FIBE  DEPARTMENT. 

BurMiu  to     %  279.  This  bureau,  of  which  the  Chief  Enirineer  of 

have  charge 

of  coMtruct-  the  Fire  Department  shall  be  the  chief  oflBcer,*  is  charsed 
^"«  with  the  duty  of  constructing  and  repairing  fire-engines, 

hose-carts,  hooks  and  ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines 
and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Chief  to     %  280.  The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  shall 

have  charge       ,  /» 

flf^coDBtruc-  take  charge  of,  oversee,  and  superintend  the  constructing 
p*"*^       and  repairing  of  the  fire-engines,  hose-carts,  hooks  and 

ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines  and  apparatus  for  the 

use  of  the  Fire  Department. 

o  Charter  of  April  2,  1849,  sec  18. 
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^  281.  He  shall  make  all  estimates  necessary  to,  or    EMimates. 
connected  with,  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  this 
bureau,  when  required  by  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs 
and  Supplies. 

§  282.  He  shall  continually  inspect  the  fire-engines,  or i^SJSS 
hose-carts,  hooks  and  ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines 
and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department, 
and,  with  the  consent  of  the  Commissioner  of  Re- 
pairs and  Supplies,  shall  repair  the  same,  forthwith, 
when  any  repairs  shall  be  necessary,  except  that  where 
the  expense  of  such  repairs  shall  not  exceed,  in  any  one 
case,  fifteen  dollars,  he  may  cause  them  to  be  made  with- 
out the  consent  of  that  officer;  but  no  repairs  shall  be  made 
to  a  fire-engine  or  other  machine  for  the  use  of  the  Fire 
Department,  the  expense  of  which  shall  exceed  seventy- 
five  dollars. 

^  283.  He  shall  keep  a  correct  account  of  the  time  of      auef  to 
the  men  employed  in  his  bureau,  and  of  the  work  upon  ooant^ex 
which  they  are  engaged,  and  the  expense  attending  the  p***- 
same,  when  it  is  not  done  by  contract,  and  shall  report  the 
aame,  under  oath,  once  in  each  week,  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Repairs  and  Supplies. 

^  284.  He  shall  examine,  audit,  and  certify  to  the  Com-       oertuy 

^  amount      of 

missioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  all  accounts  for  work 
done  under  his  supervision,  and  as  to  the  fulfillment  or 
breach  of  any  contract  for  work  required  to  be  done  under 
his  direction;  and  no  requisition  shall  be  drawn  by  the 
Conmussioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  for  any  bills,  ac- 
counts, or  contracts  for  constructing  or  repairing  fire- 
engines,  hose-carts,  hooks  and  ladders,  hose,  or  other 
machine  or  other  apparatus,  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, unless  certified  by  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire 
Department. 
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Chief  nb-     ^  285.  He  shall,  in  all  matters  connected  with   this 

Jeci  to  Oom*         ' 

»iMi<»«jJ  bureau,  he  under  the  control,  direction,  and  supervision 

sappiiee.      ^f  ^j^^  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  who  may 

approve  or  disapprove  all  accounts  certified  by  him,  and 

by  whom  alone  all  requisitions  upon  the  Comptroller  for 

the  payment  thereof  shall  be  drawn. 


tlOD. 


Title  11,  Part  2,  of  the  ordinance  approved  May  30, 1849. 
OP  THE  FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

orgaoita.  ^  459.  The  Fire  Department  shall  continue  to  be  organ- 
ized as  it  now  exists,  and  to  exercise  the  powers,  perform 
the  duties,  and  enjoy  the  privileges  conferred  and  imposed 
upon  it  by  the  charter  of  the  city,  and  the  various  acts 
amending  the  same,  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  by  the 
ordinances  and  resolutions  of  the  Common  Council. 

^  lowers  of  ^  460.  The  Chief  Engineer  may  take  any  fire-engine, 
hook  and  ladder,  or  hose-truck,  from  any  company  to  which 
it  is  assigned,  and  place  the  same  in  the  public  yard,  or 
assign  it  to  another  company,  and  shall,  forthwith,  report 
the  same  to  the  Common  Council. 

rn8(ifflcien.  ^461.  All  fircmcu  attached  to  a  company,  whose  en- 
o  company,  ginc,  hook  and  ladder,  or  hose-truck,  shall  have  been  or- 
dered to  the  public  yard,  by  reason  of  an  insufficient  com- 
plement of  men  to  manage  the  same,  shall  be  attached  by 
the  Chief  Engineer  to  another  company,  to  be  designated  by 
such  firemen,  or  if  they  refuse  to  designate  another  com- 
pany, the  Chief  Engineer  shall  report  such  refusal  to  the 
Common  Council,  for  their  action. 

§  462.  If  a  fire  company  shall  vote  for  the  expulsion  of 
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a  fireman  belonging  thereto,  the  same  shall  be  forthwith  p,^*'^ 
reported  by  the  Chief  Engineer  to  the  Common  Council,  ^"'^^ 
for  their  action. 


^  463.  All  complaints  by  the  Chief  Engineer  or  Assist- 
ant Engineers,  against  firemen,  for  misconduct,  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  shall  be,  forthwith,  reported  to 
the  Common  Council,  for  their  action. 

§  464.  When  a  report  shall  be  made  to  the  Common     R|£f«»<» 
Council,  as  provided  in  the  last  two  sections,  it  shall  not  ^ 
be  finally  acted  upon  by  them,  until  it  shall  have  been 
referred  to  a  Committee,  to  ascertain  and  report  the  £skcts, 
with  a  fiill  opportunity  to  the  party  complained  of,  to  be 
heard  in  his  defense. 


Resolution  as  to  salary  of  Water  Purveyor,  passed  July 
21,  1849. 

Resolvedf  That  the  salary  of  the  Water  Register,  in  the 
Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
fixed  at  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  that 
the  salary  of  the  Deputy  Water  Register,  in  the  Croton 
Aqueduct  Department,  be,  and  the  same  \b  hereby  fixed  at 
one  thousand  dollars  per  annum ;  that  the  salary  of  the  ^lygrPnr- 
Water  Purveyor,  in  the  Bureau  of  Pipes  and  Sewers,  be,  and  •n-  ' 
the  same  is  hereby  fixed  at  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum. 


Resolution  as  to  the  compensation  of  Assistant  Engineers 
(rf'the  Fire  Department,  Ac,  4c. 

Resolved^  That  the  compensation  of  the  Assistant  Engi-    cbmpcm» 
of  the  Fire  Department,  for  the  performance  of  the  ■***»»*  ^'• 
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duties  of  Fire  Wardens,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  en- 
titled ^'An  act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore 
passed  for  that  purpose,"  passed  March  7,  1849,  be  fixed 
at  and  after  the  rate  of  five  himdred  dollars  per  annum, 
each,  to  take  effect  from  the  time  of  entering  of  the  said 
Assistant  Engineers  upon  said  duties,  in  accordance  with 
said  act. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  1,  1849. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  October  8,  1849. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  23,  1849. 
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18IK). 

Resolved^  That  a  new  fire  district  be  erected,  and  that  all  ^^  JSL  ^ 
that  portion  of  the  city  of  New  York  lying  and  being  north 
of  a  line  drawn  through  the  centre  of  Twenty-second 
street,  from  the  East  to  the  North  rivers,  form  such  district. 

Resolved.  That  an  additional  Assistant  Engineer  of  the    AddiuooAi 

*^  Assistant  En- 

Fire  Department  be  elected  by  said  Department,  and  that  «*™^- 

the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  be,  and  he  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  notify  the  engineers  and  foremen  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment thereof. 

Resolved^   That  it  be  referred  to  the  Engineers  of  the  ^^^^^^^, 
Fire  Department  to  report  a  new  plan  for  re-numbering  j^^  *igJSJ 
the  several  fire  districts  of  this  city,  and  the  plan  for  ring-  •'■^  '^•"^ 
ing  the  several  fire  alarm-bells  for  fires  in  said  districts. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  4,  1850, 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  January  4,  1850. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  January  6, 1850. 


Resolved^  That  the  draft  of  an  act  to  create  **  Fire  Ward-    aci  m  to 

Fire    Ward- 
ens," submitted  by  a  Committee  of  the  Representatives  of  "^ 

the  Fire  Department,  be,  and  is  hereby  approved,  and  the 

Counsel  be  directed  to  forward  the  same  to  the  Legislature, 

requesting  its  adoption. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  11,  1850. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  18, 1850. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1860. 
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AN  ORDINANCE  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Assistant  En- 
gineers of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  Mayor y  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
TorJcf  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as  follows : 

Hoction  of  ^1.  The  nomination  of  the  Assistant  Enrineers  of  the 
Engineers,  -piie  Department,  shall  be  made  by  the  firemen,  by  ballot, 
every  three  years,  and  the  persons  receiving  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  shall  be  respectively,  thereupon,  entitled 
to  a  nomination  to  the  Common  Coimcil,  for  appointment 
to  such  office. 

New  eiec-  ^  2.  The  Common  Council  may,  at  their  pleasure,  or 
dcrod.  when  a  new  election  shall  be  asked  for  by  a  majority  of  the 
firemen,  order  a  new  election  for  one  or  more  of  such  Assist- 
ant Engineers,  and  the  person  or  persons  nominated  at  such 
new  election  shall,  when  duly  confirmed,  serve  only  for 
and  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  or  terms  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  in  whose  place  or  places  he  or  they  may 
respectively  be  elected. 

^3.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances  conflicting 
herewith,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Quation  ^  4.  The  qucstiou  of  electing  the  Assistant  Enpneers 
jjtomuted^  for  three  years,  shall  be  submitted,  for  the  approval  of  the 
of  nrcmen.  firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the  election  about  to 
be  held  for  such  Assistant  Engineers.  The  tickets  which 
shall  be  polled  at  the  said  election,  shall  contain  either  the 
words,  "In  favor  of  three  years,"  or,  "Against  three 
years,"  and  if  a  majority  of  the  said  firemen  shall  vote  the 
ticket,  "  In  favor  of  three  years,"  this  ordinance  shall  be- 
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come  a  law;  if  a  majority  of  such  firemen  shall  vote 
^^Against  three  years,"  this  ordinance  shall  be  void. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  4,  1850. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  18,  1850. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  22^  1850. 


Resolved^  That  the  following  ordinance  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  adopted : 

Tfie  Mayor  J  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York  J  in  Common  Council  convened  f  do  ordain  as  follotvs : 

§  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  foreman  and  secretary      Foreman 
of  the  several  fire  companies  of  said  city,  to  make  an  ryofthoscv- 

"^  •'  oral    compa- 

annual  return  of  the  members  of  their  respective  compa-  «»•<»  «<!  m^^o 
nies  to  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  asJ^U^/^  '***» 
heretofore ;  such  returns  shall,  however,  be  made  under 
the  oath  of  the  foreman  and  secretary,  that  the  persons 
therein  named  as  members  of  their  respective  companies, 
are  actual  and  active  members  thereof.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  on  the  said 
return  being  presented  by  the  said  Chief  Engineer  to  the 
Common  Council,  to  correct  the  Register  of  the  Firemen  in 
his  office,  in  accordance  vnth  said  returns. 

§  2.  All  ordinances,  or  parts  of  ordinances,  inconsistent 
herewith,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  15,  1850. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  April  17,  1860. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  19,  1860. 
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Resolution  to  elect  an  additional  Assistant  Engineer  of 
the  Fire  Department,  who  shall  reside  in  the  Twelfth 
Ward. 

Anistant      Resolvedf  That  an  additional  Assistant  Engmeer  of  the 

E^ioccr  for  *^ 

T^"»  Fire  Department  be  elected  hereafter  by  said  department, 
who  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  reside  in  the  Twelfth 
Ward  of  the  city  of  New  York ;  said  Assistant  Engineer 
to  serve  for  the  same  term  as  the  Assistant  Engineeis  d 
the  said  department  heretofore  elected,  and  in  case  of  his 
removal  from  said  ward,  his  office  to  become  thereby  va- 
cant, and  the  same  to  be  filled  by  a  new  election. 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  notify  the  engineers  and  fore- 
men of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  passage  of  the  fore- 
going resolution. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  7,  1850. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  June  8,  1850. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  June  18,  1850. 


AN  ORDINANCE  dividing  the  City  of  New  York  into  Fire 

Districts. 

The  Mayor^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  Yorkj 
in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as  follows : 

Eight  dii-     ^  1.  The  city  of  New  York  shall  be  divided  into  eight 
fire  districts. 

Boondary     ^  2.  Tho  first  firc  district  shall  comprise  all  that  part  of 
trict.  said  city  Ijring  north  of  Twenty-second  street,  and  east  of 

the  Sixth  avenue. 
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§  3.  The  second  fire  district  shall  comprise  all  that  part        swood 
of  the  city  lying  north  of  Twentynaecond  street,  and  west 
of  the  Sixth  avenue. 

§  4.  The  third  fire  district  shall  comprise  all  that  part  ^^™^  ^- 
of  the  city  bounded  and  contained  as  follows  :  Beginning 
at  the  foot  of  North  Moore  street,  on  the  North  river,  and 
extending  easterly,  in  a  straight  line,  to  the  comer  of 
Leonard  and  Church  streets ;  thence  northerly,  in  a  straight 
line,  to  the  comer  of  Eighth  avenue  and  Twenty-second 
street ;  thence,  westerly,  along  Twenty-second  street  to 
the  North  river ;  thence,  southerly,  along  the  North  river, 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

^  5.  The  fourth  fire  district  shall  comprise  all  that  part  joarth  die- 
of  the  city  boimded  and  containing  as  follows :  Beginning 
at  the  comer  of  Leonard  and  Church  streets ;  mnning 
thence,  northerly,  in  a  straight  line,  to  the  comer  of  Eighth 
avenue  and  Twenty-second  street ;  thence,  easterly,  along 
Twenty-second  street  to  Lexington  avenue  ;  thence,  south- 
erly, in  a  straight  line,  to  the  comer  of  Elm  and  Leonard 
streets ;  and  thence,  westerly,  in  a  straight  line,  to  the 
comer  of  Church  and  Leonard  streets. 

^  6.  The  fifth  fire  district  shall  comprise  all  that  part  of  FinhDit. 
the  city  bounded  and  containing  as  follows :  Commencing 
at  the  comer  of  Elm  and  Leonard  streets,  and  running 
thence,  northerly,  in  a  straight  line,  to  the  comer  of  Lex- 
ington avenue  and  Twenty-second  street ;  thence  easterly, 
along  Twenty-second  street  to  the  East  river;  thence, 
southerly,  and  along  the  East  river  to  Fourteenth  street ; 
thence,  south-westerly,  in  a  straight  line,  to  the  comer  of 
Leonard  and  Orange  streets ;  thence,  westerly,  in  a  straight 
line,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

^  7.  The  sixth  fire  district  shall  comprise  all  that  part 
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Buth  Dis  of  the  city  bounded  and  containing  as  follows  :  Beginning 
at  the  comer  of  Leonard  and  Orange  streets,  and  running 
thence,  easterly,  in  a  straight  line,  to  the  foot  of  Market 
street,  on  the  East  river  ;  thence  along  the  East  river  to 
Fourteenth  street;  thence,  south-westerly,  in  a  straight 
line,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

jj    Seventh     ^  8.  The  seventh  fire  district  shall  comprise  all  that  part 
»  of  the  city  bounded  and  containing  as  follows :  Beginning 

at  the  foot  of  Market  street,  on  the  East  river,  and  running 
thence,  westerly,  in  a  straight  line,  to  the  comer  of  Leonard 
and  Elm  streets ;  thence,  southerly,  along  a  straight  line, 
intersecting  Wall  street  at  the  junction  of  Nassau,  Wall, 
and  Broad  streets,  and  continued  through  the  Battery  to 
the  North  river. 

Diatrict?*^^^  ^  ^'  ^^^  eighth  fire  district  shall  comprise  all  that  part 
of  the  city  bounded  and  containing  as  follows  :  Beginning 
at  the  foot  of  North  Moore  street,  on  the  North  river,  and 
running  thence  easterly,  in  a  straight  line  to  the  comer  of 
Leonard  and  Elm  streets;  thence,  southerly,  along  a 
straight  line  intersecting  Wall  street,  at  the  junction  of 
Nassau,  Wall,  and  Broad  streets ;  and  continued  through 
the  Battery  to  the  North  river. 

aifr'S^boib^  §  10.  In  case  of  fire  in  the  first  fire  district,  the  signal 
shall  be  one  stroke  from  the  alarm-bells. 

In  the  second  district,  two  strokes. 

"  third  "  three  " 

"  fourth  "  four  « 

"  fifth  "  five  " 

"  sixth  "  six  " 

"  seventh  "  seven  " 

"  eighth  "  eight  " 
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^11,  All  the  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies  ^^JJ'J^' 
located  in  the  first  and  second  districts  shall  be  required  to  f<«>adaty. 
do  duty  in  both  the  said  districts. 

All  the  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies  lo- 
cated in  the  third  and  fourth  districts  shall  be  required  to 
do  duty  in  both  said  districts. 

All  the  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies 
located  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  districts,  shall  be  required 
to  do  duty  in  both  said  districts. 

All  the  engines,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies 
located  in- the  seventh  and  eighth  districts  shall  be  required 
to  do  duty  in  both  said  districts. 

§  12.  This  ordinance  shall  take  efiect  on  the  Ist  of 
January,  1851. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  9,  1850. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  November  11, 1850. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  25,  I860. 
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1851. 

Fire  Alarm  Telegraph. 

jpn  a^      On  the  25th  of  January,  1851,  a  resolution  was  approved 

!  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  directing  the  Commissioner  of  Re- 

i  pairs  and  Supplies  to  contract  with  Richard  H.Bull  for  the 

immediate  completion  of  the  telegraph  wire  and  apparatus 

to  all  the  fire-alarm  stations  in  this  city ;  and  the  sum  of 

)  six  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  to  pay  for  the  same. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIRE   DEPABTMENT.  367 


1832. 

AN  ORDINANCE  prescribing  the  duties  of  policemen  in 
case  o^  fires* 

The  Mayor  J  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  tlie  City  of  New 
York  J  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  asfolUms : 

§  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  policemen  on  ^^ty*  toT^'i^^ 
whenever  an  alann  of  fire  shall  be  raised  during  the  night,  °*^  °^  ^®" 
to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  several  firemen  residing  with- 
in their  respective  beats,  at  their  places  of  residence,  who, 
in  accordance  with  the  fire  regulations,  ought  to  turn  out 
on  occasion  of  such  alarm. 

^  2.  Each  fireman  shall  deliver  to  the  captain  of  police    nromen  to 
for  the  district  in  which  he  shall  reside,  a  statement  of  his  names  and 

residences  to 

name  and  place  of  residence,  and  the  captains  of  police  ^g^*"  ^ 
shall  furnish  the  several  policemen  under  their  charge  with 
the  names  and  residences  of  firemen  residing  within  the  re- 
spective beats  of  such  policemen ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  policemen  to  notify  all  such  persons  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  section  one  of  this  ordinance. 

§  3.  This  ordinance  shall  take  efiect  immediately. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Feb.  6,  1852. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  Feb.  9,  1852. 

Received  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  February  18, 1852, 
without  his  approval  or  objections  thereto ;  therefore, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  amended  charter,  the  same 
became  adopted. 
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Third-cbB?     Resolved^  That  all  third-class  endnes  be,  and  they  are 

engines  to  bo  '  o  '  .^ 

aiiowedforty  hereby  allowed,  in  future,  ten  additional  men,  so  as  make 
their  full  complement  forty  men. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  16,  1853. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  March  7, 1853. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  8, 1853. 


Apparatus     Rcsolved,  That  the  Chief  Enrineer  of  the  Fire  Department 

DOt  to  be  run  , 

woiki^^*  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  notify  the  foreman  of  each 
and  every  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  company,  that 
after  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  the  running  of  any  en- 
gine, hose-carriage,  or  hook  and  ladder  truck  on  the  side- 
walk, unless  ordered  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  or  an  assistant 
engineer,  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  cause  tp  disband  such 
engine,  hose,  or  hook  and  ladder  company. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  13,  1853. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  16, 1853. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  17,  1853. 


Resolution  as  to  the  salary  of  Fire  Wardens. 

Whereas,  An  act  passed  the  Legislature,  July  the  18th, 
1853,  authorizing  the  Common  Council  to  establish  the 
amount  to  be  paid  to  the  Fire  Wardens,  at  a  sum  not  to 
exceed  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  each  Fire  Warden, 
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in  lieu  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  they  now 
receive ;  therefore,  be  it 

Compensa- 

Resolved.^   That  the  annual  compensation  to  be  paid  to  ^^^J^*^ 
the  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars 
per  annum  each,  to  take  efiTect  from  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  said  act  by  the  Legislature. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  September  7,  1853. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  September  9,  1853. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  3,  1853. 


AN  ORDINANCE  for  the  appointment  of  Bell-ringers  at  the 
several  District  Fire  Alarm-iells. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened : 
%  1.  The  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York  shall  appoint 
three  persons  to  act  as  bell-ringers,  at  each  of  the  different  Beiinngen. 
alarm  districts  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Such  persons 
shall  be  selected  firom  among  the  exempt  firemen  of  the 
city. 

%  2.  The  bell-ringers,  so  appointed,  shall  receive  as  re- 
muneration for  their  services  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol-    Remxmera- 

tion. 

lars  each,  per  annum,  and  shall  be  subject  to  removal  by 
the  Mayor,  for  misdemeanor,  or  negligence  of  duty. 

%  3.  All  ordinances,  parts  of  ordinances,  or  resolutions, 
conflicting  or  inconsistent  with  this  ordinance,  shall  be,  and     Repealing 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

%  4.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  May  18, 1853. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  12, 1853. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  15, 1853. 
24 
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AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  an  ordinance  relative  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened : 

FHection  of  §  1.  The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  shall  be 
elected,  every  three  years,  by  the  members  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment, by  ballot,  and  the  person  receiving  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  for  the  office,  shall  thereupon  be  entitled 
to  a  nomination  to  the  Common  Council  for  appointment 

When  to  §2.  The  election  for  the  selection 'of  Chief  Egnineer  of 
the  Fire  Department,  under  this  ordinance,  shall  take  place 
on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  February, 
1854,  and  thereafter  every  succeeding  three  years, 

%2.  All  ordinances,  or  parts  of  ordinances,  inconsistent 
with  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  rescinded  and  repealed. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  6,  1853. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  December  6,  1853. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1853. 


take  place. 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  an  ordinance,  entitled,  "-4n  ordi- 
nance for  the  appointmait  of  Bell-ringers  at  the  severed  Dis- 
trict  Fire  Alarm-bells, 

Passed  October  15th,  1853. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  ofth 
City  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened : 

Bell  ring  §  1.  Scctiou  two  of  Said  ordiuaucc  is  hereby  amended, 
by  striking  out  "  five  hundred  dollars,"  and  inserting,  in 
lieu  thereof,  six  hundred  dollars. 


'  salary. 
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§2.  The  Comptroller  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  pay  the  salaries  to  the  bell-ringers,  appointed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  directions  of  section  one  of  this  ordinance, 
out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  29, 1853. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  December  30, 1853. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  31,  1853. 


Besolution  as  to  fire  and  police  telegraph. 

Resolvedj  That  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Sup-  Telegraph. 
plies  be  authorized  to  employ  a  competent  person  to  take 
charge  of  the  fire  and  police  telegraph,  of  this  city,  at  a 
salary  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  dollars,  which  amount    saiaiy. 
is  hereby  appropriated  therefor. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  29, 1853. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  December  30, 1853. 

Beceived  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  December  31, 1853, 
without  his  approval,  or  objection  thereto ;  therefore, 
undet  the  provisions  of  the  amended  charter,  the  same 
became  adopted. 
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1854. 

Resolution  as  to  qualifications  necessary  to  become  a 
fireman. 

Whereas^  It  is  alleged  that  persons,  not  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  others  not  twenty-one  years  of  age,  have 
been  elected,  and  are  now  members  of  the  New  York  Fire 
Department,  thus  violating  the  law  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  relative  to  the  Fire  Department  of  this  city,  passed 
April  9,  1813 ;  also,  section  first,  of  the  ordinance  of  the 
Common  Council,  for  the  regulation  of  the  Fire  Department, 
passed  June  22,  1842 ;  therefore,  be  it 

Firemen  to  Resolvcdf  That  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
one  yeLs  of  mcut  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ordered  not  to  receive  any  annual 
returns  from  companies,  but  such  as  conform  to  section  first 
of  the  ordinance,  passed  June  22,  1842,  relative  to  the  Fire 
Department,  as  follows :  "  The  Fire  Department  of  the  City 
of  New  York  shall  consist  of  a  chief  engineer,  assistant 
engineers,  fire-engine  men,  hose  men,  hook  and  ladder  and 
hydrant  men,  who  shall  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  upward  ;*'  and  that  in 
future  he  receive  no  return  of  members  to  fill  the  vacancies 
in  companies,  unless  the  foreman  and  secretary  make  affi- 
^^iU^  ^^^  davit  that  such  persons  are  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  twenty-one  years  of  age  or  upward. 

Passed  July  13,  1854. 

Resolutions  as  to  qualifications  necessary  to  become  fire- 
men. 
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age. 


Resolvedj  That  all  persons  who  may  m  future  be  selected  Fireman'i 
to  fill  vacancies  in  fire  companies,  shall  present  to  the  ofQce 
of  the  Chief  Engineer  a  certificate  of  such  election,  signed 
by  the  foreman  and  secretary  of  the  company  in  which  he 
has  been  selected ;  and  that  said  candidate,  before  the  Chief 
Engineer  presents  his  name  to  the  Common  Council,  shall 
make  aflBdavit  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  is 
twenty-one  years  of  age ;  that  it  is  his  intention  to  perform  Twenty 
active  duty  as  a  fireman  in  the  company  in  which  his  name 
is  enrolled,  and  that  he  will  promote  subordination  in  the  ^ 

department. 

Resolvedj  That  so  much  of  the  resolution,  adopted  by  the 
Common  Council  and  approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  13, 
1854,  requiring  the  foremen  and  secretaries  of  companies 
to  make  affidavit  as  to  the  citizenship  and  age  of  candidates, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed.  Kepeai. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  September  28, 1864. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  October  9,  1864. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  11,  1864. 


Resolution  as  to  number  of  men  allowed  fire  companies. 

Resolved,  That  the  complement  of  men  allowed  the  differ- 
ent engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies  shall  be 
as  follows,  viz. : 

First  class  engines 60  men. 

Second  "         "      60     " 

Third     "         "      40     " 

Hose  companies     26     " 

Hook  and  ladder  companies 40     «* 


NamboroT 
men  aflowed 
coftipanles. 
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Hydrant  companies  to  remain  as  they  now  are,  and  the 
Chief  Engineer  is  herdby  directed  not  to  receive  any  more 
returns  of  members  elected  in  the  vaaious  fire  companies, 
until  the  membership  of  each  conforms  to  the  before-men- 
tioned standard. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Sept.  20,  1854. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  November  9, 1854 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  November  10,  1864. 
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1895. 


Resolved^  That  the  Chief  Enirineer  is  hereby  instructed    Tho  chiof 

°  ''  Engineer  not 

not  to  receive  the  returns  of  any  persons  who  may  here-  jorccehror©- 

•'    -'^  *^  turofl  of  per- 

after  be  organized  as  a  fire  company,  until  the  said  com-  J|J5*p^vwed 
pany  is  provided  with  a  location  and  apparatus,  by  the  ^^  %^. 
Common  Council,  and  to  date  the  said  returns  to  the  Com-  *'^*'  *^' 
mon  Council,  for  confirmation,  from  the  time  the  said  com- 
pany is  fully  ready  to  perform  active  duty. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  March  21,  1855. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  29,  1855. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  31,  1855. 


Resolution  as  to  allowing  additional  Men  to  Ah eri-    " 
cus  Engine  No.  6. 

Approved  April  5,  1855. 

Itesohedj  That  Americus  Engine  Company  No.  6  be.      Engine  e 
and  they  are  hereby  allowed  ten  additional  men.  .miooaimcn. 


Resolutign  as  tg  Hydrant  Companies. 

Resolved^  That  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Depart-     cwcf  Kb- 
ment  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  not  to  receive  the  re-  fiJT  Depart 

![  ,  ,  nwnt  Is hcre- 

tums  of  any  members  of  hydrant  compames,  who  may  by  instruct- 

join  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  ur^'^aS^ 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  19,  1855.      Hydrant 

Cutnpaalcft. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  April  20,  1855. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  21,  1855. 
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Resolution  as  to  Amount  of  Hose  to  be  carried  by 
A  Company. 

Approved  May  7th,  1856. 

Leoflth  of     Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  hose  companies  shall  carry 

ho0e    to   be 

caniod.  not  Icss  than  nine  lengths  of  hose,  and  the  Chief  Engineer 
is  hereby  directed  to  notify  all  hose  companies  to  comply 
with  this  resolution  immediately  after  the  passage  thereof. 


Resolution  as  to  Furnishing  the  Fire  Commissioners 
with  Fire  Laws. 

Fire  Com      Rcsolved,  That  the  Fire  Commissioners  be  furnished  with 
be'^firailbid  a  copy  of  the  Laws  of  the  City  of  New  York,  compiled  by 

with  a  copy  1;      . 

of  aty  uwa  Mr.  Davies. 

by  DftYics. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  May  14,  1855. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  16,  1855. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  17, 1855. 


Resolution  as  to  furnishing  Stationery,  &c. 

coraptroi      Retolvedy  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby  di- 
•utToncfy*  rected  to  furnish  the  Fire  Commissioners  with  a  suflScient 
quantity  of  stationery,  blanks,  &c.,  necessary  for  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  May  11,  1855. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  16,  1855. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  17,  1855. 
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Resolution  as  to  Dies  and  Badges. 

Raolvedy  That  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Sup-  8.^2TRt 
plies  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  advertise  for  propo-  S^j^di- 
sals  for  two  dies,  and  a  suflScient  number  of  badges,  of  the  rertiao***  for 
size,  form,  and  material,  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, as  adopted  by  the  committees  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  and  submit  the  contract  for  the  same  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  confirmation. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councihnen,  May  21,  1855. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  23,  1855. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1855. 


AN  ORDINANCE  far  the  better  regnlation  of  the  Firemen  of 
the  City  of  New  York. 

The  Mayor  J  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York^ 
in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  asfolloios : 

^  1.  All  members  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department   Firemano 
shall  hereafter,  when  on  duty  as  firemen,  were  the  leath-  hS^p^^  ^ 
em  cap  as  heretofore  used,  or  a  badge  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided. 

§  2.  The  badge  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section  shall  Badges  u> 
be  made  of  Prince's  metal,  bearing  the  words  "  New  York  their  tMcrip- 
Fire  Department,"  and  each  badge  shall  bear  a  distinct 
number,  in  raised  figures  thereon,  of  white  metal ;  and  the 
badge  to  be  worn  by  exempt  firemen,  as  provided  for  in 
section  third  of  this  ordinance,  shall  be  composed  of  white 
metal,  with  the  figures  thereon  of  Prince's  metal,  but  in  all 
other  respects  to  conform  to  the  badge  herein  described  for 
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use  by  the  active  members  of  the  department;  said  badges 
shall  be  struck  from  separate  dies,  which  shall  be  ex- 
clusively the  property  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  and  shall  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  clerk 
of  the  Common  Council ;  and  all  of  such  badges  shall  be 
numbered  as  the  Commissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire 
Department  may  direct. 

be  df  ^ft^     ^  ^'  '^^^  ®^^  badges  shall  be  deposited  with  the  Com- 
Smmission-^  missioucrs  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department,  who  shall 
New  "^yJrk  have  solc  charge  of  the  distribution  of  the  same  ;  and  it 
jro^  Depart-  gj^^jj  |^^  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^j^  Commissioucrs  to  keep  a  regis- 
ter of  the  names  of  all  persons  who  now  are,  or  who  may 
hereafter  become  members  of  the  New  York  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  of  the  number  of  the  company  to  which  said 
persons  are  attached ;  and  also  of  the  names  of  such  ex- 
empt firemen  as  may,  in  writing,  be  permitted  by  the  said 
Commissioners  to  wear  the  badges  aforesaid,  and  of  the 
number  of  the  badge  delivered  to  each  of  said  firemen,  or 
exempt  firemen. 

§  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council  to  certify,  in  writing,  the  names  of  all  persons 
be^nfldtS^"^^  maybe  appointed  firemen;  whereupon  it  shall  be- 
Sxempt  h^-  <^o^^  the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioners  to  deliver  to  each 
*°®"-  of  them,  one  of  the  badges  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  Com- 

missioners shall  also  deliver  one  of  the  aforesaid  badges  to 
each  of  such  exempt  firemen,  as  may,  by  virtue  of  section 
16,  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
entitled,  *'An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  firemen 
in  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed  March  29th,  1855,  be 
permitted  by  the  said  Commissioners,  to  wear  the  same. 

be  t%d^     ^  ^'  The  badges  herein  mentioned,  shall  be  the  exclusive 
^'Z'w.'^  property  of  the  city  of  New  York ;  and  when  any  member 
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of  the  Fire  Department  shall  resign  or  be  removed  there- 
fiom,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  foreman  and  secretary  of 
the  company  to  which  such  member  was  attached,  to  make 
a  return  of  such  removal  or  resignation  forthwith,  to  the 
Chief  Engineer,  together  with  the  badge  formerly  worn  by 
such  member ;  and  the  Chief  Engineer  shall,  on  the  first  of 
every  month,  report  to  the  Commissioners  aforesaid,  the 
names  of  such  members  of  the  Fire  Department  as  shall 
have  resigned  or  been  removed  therefrom  since  his  last 
report,  and  shall,  with  said  report,  return  to  the  said  Com- 
missioners the  badges  worn  by  such  members. 

§  6.  If  the  foreman  and  secretary  of  any  company,  or  ^^  ^J^^ 
either  of  them,  shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
the  preceding  section,  in  relation  to  the  return  of  badges, 
no  return  of  members  elected  by  such  company  shall  be 
received  therefrom,  unless  good  and  satisfactory  cause  shall 
be  shown  to  the  Commissioners  why  said  badges  are  not 
returned  ;  and  should  any  member  of  the  Fire  Department 
lose  his  badge,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners 
to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  unless 
they  are  satisfied  that  such  loss  was  without  fault  on  the 
part  of  the  said  member,  they  shall  have  power  to  suspend 
or  remove  him  from  the  department  in  their  discretion,  but 
should  the  loss  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for  to  the  said 
Commissioners,  then  they  shall  have  the  power  to  grant  a 
new  badge  with  a  different  number. 

§  7.  Every  exempt  fireman  to  whom  permission  shall       Fjcempt 

'  •^  ^  •  *^  flremcn      to 

be  given  by  the  said  Commissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire  ^^J^^ 
Department,  to  wear  the  aforesaid  badge,  shall  have  the 
said  permission  renewed  some  time  during  the  month  of 
May,  in  each  year,  otherwise  such  permission  shall  be 
deemed  revoked,  and  the  said  Commissioners  may,  at  any 
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time,  revoke  any  permission  so  granted  by  them,  but  in 

♦  case  such  permission  is  not  renewed,  or  is  revoked,  it  shall 

be  the  duty  of  such  exempt  fireman  to  restore  the  badge 

previously  worn  by  him  to  the  said  Commissioners. 

Fines  for     §  8.  Any  member  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department, 

not  comity-  , 

ing  with  the  or  cxcmpt  fireman,  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  foregoing 
sectiona.      fiectious  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  twenty-five,  or  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  to  imprisonment  for  the  term  of  ten  days ;  and 
all  fines  so  collected,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Trustees  of 
the  New  York  Fire  Department  Fund. 
Police  not     ^  9.  It  shall  bc  the  duty  of  the  police,  when  a  fire 
personi    to  occurs,  to  foHu  a  line,  at  least  two  hundred  feet  distant 

Cline  two 
jred  feet  frona  thc  Said  fire,  on  either  side  thereof;  and  they  shall 

from  lire,  &c.  '  '  ^ 

not,  under  any  circumstances,  permit  any  person  to  pass 
said  line,  unless  said  person  shall  wear  the  uniform  or 
badge  of  the  Fire  Department,  the  uniform  of  the  insur- 
ance patrol,  or  be  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  a 
member  of  the  Police  Department,  or  an  owner  or  resident 
of  property  within  the  prescribed  lines. 

Police  to      §  10.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  police  to  promptly  re- 
fi^who^e  move  from  within  the  said  lines,  all  persons  not  designated 
of  the  Firo  in  thc  last  preceding  section ;  and  all  persons  refusing  to 
retire,  at  the  request  of  a  policeman,  from  within  the  said 
lines,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  forth- 
with arrested. 
to^bT^r^      §  11.  All  ordinances,  and  parts  of  ordinances,  so  far  as 
p^^®**        the  same  are  inconsistent  with  any  or  all  of  the  provisions 
of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  repealed. 

§  12.  This  ordinance  shall  take  efiect  immediately. 
-Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  June  8,  1866. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  13,  1865. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  June  14,  1855. 
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AN  ORDINANCE   to  create  a  Mmmger  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department. 

The  MayoTy  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
Torkf  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as  follows : 


^  1.  The  Commissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire  Depart-  ^^^!^} 
ment  shall  nominate,  and  the  Common  Council  shall  ap-  JiJtment^ 
point,  a  suitable  person  to  be  a  messenger.  m^^^ngL-.  ^ 

^  2.  The  said  messenger  shall  have  charge  of  the  meet-  nj^^ni^  ^ 
ing-room  of  said  Commissioners,  and  keep  the  same  in  order ; 
shall  have  the  charge  of  the  door,  at  all  meetings,  and  shall 
deliver  all  notices  and  documents,  as  may  be  required  by 
said  Commissioners,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  they 
may  deem  necessary. 

§  3.  The  said  messenger  shall  receive  a  salary  of  three  motS^.**^ 
hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

^  4.  A  majority  of  said  Commissioners  may,  at  any  time>  rcnwre^m^ 
remove  said  messenger  for  the  non-performance  or  neglect  '^*'^* 
of  any  of  his  duties. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  CouncUmen,  Sept.  24,  1855. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Nov.  5,  1855. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Nov.  7,  1855. 


Resolvedf  That  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  jheoSlS^ 
Fire  Department  be  increased  to  the  sum  of  three  thou- gJJJJJJ  *^ 
sand  dollars  per  annum ;  the  same  to  date  from  the  approval 
of  this  resolution  by  the  Mayor. 

Ad9pted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Oct.  5,  1855. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Nov.  8,  1866. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Nov.  10, 1866. 
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Dtecharge     Resolved,  That  Mr.  David  T.  Valentine,  Clerk  to  the 

certificates.  ' 

Common  Council,  be  directed  to  cause  an  affidavit  to  be 
made,  by  the  party  demanding  a  discharge  certificate,  set- 
ting forth  the  facts  that  he  has  discharged  his  duty  as  a 
fireman  according  to  the  laws  regulating  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  that  there  are  no  charges  pending  against  him 
for  insubordination,  or  for  any  violation  of  the  by-laws  of 
the  company  to  which  he  belonged ;  also  a  certificate  of 
the  President  of  this  Board,  that  no  charges  are  then  pend- 
ing before  them  against  the  applicant. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Nov.  19,  1856. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Dec.  19,  1855. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Dec.  20,  1855. 


AN  ORDINANCE.  Be  it  ohdained,  by  the  Mayor^  Al- 
dermen, and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  Torky  in 
Common  Council  convened: 

%  1.  Section  3  of  an  ordinance  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York,  approved  June 
14th,  1855,  is  hereby  altered  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

En^^?*'^  %  3.  The  said  badges  shall  be  deposited  with  the  Chief 
SJtSrat^f  Engineer  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department,  who  shall, 
the  Fire  Do  uudcr  thc  dircctiou  of  the  said  Commissioners,  have  charire 

partment.  , 

of  the  distribution  of  the  same ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Chief  Engineer  to  keep  a  register  of  all  the  names  of 
all  persons  who  are  now,  or  who  may  hereafter  become 
members  of  the  New  York  Department ;  and  of  the  num- 
ber of  the  company  to  which  said  persons  are  attached,  and 
the  number  of  each  badge  delivered  to  each  of  said  fire- 
men; and  the  said  Commissioners  shall  also  keep  a  register 
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of  the  names  of  such  exempt  firemen  as  may,  in  writing, 
be  permitted  by  said  Commissioners  to  wear  the  badges 
aforesaid,  and  of  the  nimiber  of  the  badge  delivered  to 
each  of  said  exempt  firemen, 

^  2.  Section  4  of  said  ordinance  is  hereby  altered  to 
read  as  follows : 

§  4.  The  said  Commissioners  shall  also  deliver  one  of  ^1,0^^°°^^ 
the  aforesaid  badges  to  each  of  such  exempt  firemen  as  K*^'e^om^ 
may,  by  virtue  of  section  sLxteen  of  an  act  of  the  Legisla-    ^"^ 
ture  of  the  State  of  New  York,  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York," 
passed  March  29th,  1855,  be  permitted  by  said  Commis- 
sioners to  wear  the  same. 

^  3.  Section  5  of  said  ordinance  is  hereby  altered  to 
read  as  follows : 

^  5.  The  badges  herein  mentioned  shall  be  the  exclusive 
property  of  the  city  of  New  York ;  and  when  any  member 
of  the  Fire  Department  shall  resign  or  be  removed  there- 
firom,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  foreman  and  secretary  of 
the  company  to  which  such  member  was  attached,  to  make  ^  ^^^^  ^ 

*       •'  'be    returned 

a  return  of  such  removal  or  resignation,  forthwith,  to  the  qJ^^J^*^ 
Chief  Engineer,  together  with  the  badge  formerly  worn 
by  such  member;  and  the  Chief  Engineer  shall,  on  the  first 
of  every  month,  report  to  the  Commissioners  aforesaid,  the 
names  of  such  members  of  the  Fire  Department  as  shall 
have  resdgned,  or  been  removed  therefrom,  since  his  last 
report. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  6,  1855. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  December  26, 1 855. 
Approved.by  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1855. 
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AN  ORDINANCE  creating  additional  Engineers  of  the  New 


York  Fire  Department 


Dection  of     §  1.  The  firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York  shall  hold  an 

Assistant  En-  .  . 

ginocrs.  election,  to  nominate  to  the  Common  Council,  in  the 
manner  as  now  prescribed  by  law,  two  Assistant  Engineers 
of  the  Fire  Department,  both  of  whom  shall  reside  in  that 
section  of  the  city  lying  between  Twenty-second  and 
Eighty-sixth  streets,  one  of  whom  shall  reside  east,  and 
the  other  west  of  Sixth  avenue, 

Expiration     §  2.  The  said  election  shall  take  place  on  or  before  the 

of  Assistant  first  day  of  May,  1856  ;  and  the  engineers  so  nominated  to 

the  Common  Council,  their  term  of  office  shall  expire  at 

the  same  time  as  the  assistant  engineers  elected  at  the 

election  held  in  the  month  of  March,  1856. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  April  25, 1856. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  5,  1856. 
Approved  by  the  acting  Mayor,  May  6,  1856. 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  the  Ordinance/or  the  better  regu^ 
lationof  the  Firemen  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Approved  by 
the  May  or  ^  June  14^A,  1855. 

Section  1  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 
Firemen  to     Sec.  1.    All  mcmbcrs  of  the  New  York  Fire  Depart- 

wcar       fire-  *- 

capsorbadg-ment,  and  all  exempt  members,  shall,  hereafter,  when  on 
duty  as  firemen,  or  at  fires,  wear  the  leathern  cap,  as 
heretofore  used,  or  a  badge,  as  hereinafter  provided,  which 
said  badge  shall  be  worn  in  a  plain,  conspicuous  manner,* 
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on  the  breast,  and  shall  be  worn  and  visible  daring  the 
whole  time  that  such  member  or  exempt  member  shall  re- 
main at  the  fire ;  any  fireman  neglecting  or  refusing  to  wear  ^^^tynnr 
his  cap  or  badge,  as  above  specified,  shall  be  subject  to  a 
suspension  or  expulsion  from  the  department ;  and  any  ex- 
empt fireman  so  refusing  or  neglecting  shall  be  subject  to 
a  fine  not  less  than  twenty-five  or  over  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  less  than  ten  days  ;  and 
all  fines  so  collected  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Trustees  of 
the  New  York  Fire  Department  Fund. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  May  12,  1856. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  July  8,  1866. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  10,  1856. 


Resolvedf  That  the  annual  amount  allowed  to  each  fire    Amoontai- 

lowed    onch 

company  for  gas,  be  increased  to  the  sum  of  forty  dollars  «^v»^y  tor 
($40),  to  take  effect  from  the  passage  of  this  resolution. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  August  12,  1866. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  August  13, 1856. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  August  16, 1866. 


AN  ORDINANCE.— TAc  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common- 
alty of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened, 
do  ordain  as  follows : 

%  1.    No  person  or  persons  shall,  after  the  passage  of  prohibition 
this  resolution,  store  any  fireworks,  of  any  kind  or  descrip-  urewoJta  *^ 
tion,  other  than  Chinese  fire-crackers,  within  the  fire  limits  tainiimite. 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  except  as  is  hereinafter  provided. 
26 
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^rJ^S!^  ^  2.  Fireworks,  excepting  colored  pot  and  lance  wheels 
h^^^mto-  and  other  works  of  brilliant  colored  fires,  not  exceeding  in 
Chief  EDgi-  yalue  one  thousand  dollars,  may  be  kept  for  retailing  within 
the  fire-limits,  from  the  tenth  day  of  June  till  the  tenth 
day  of  July  of  each  year,  and  no  longer,  on  a  written  per- 
mission to  be  granted  by  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

Jj^'^     ^  3.    If  any  fireworks  are  kept  in  violation  of  the  pro- 


Tlolatioiui  of 
thl^  ordi- 
nance, pro- 
ceeds to  be 


Mnce,  *pSI-'  visions  of  this  ordinance,  the  same  may  be  seized  or  tak^i 


SSd  to  £  by  any  police  officer  of  the  said  city,  upon  the  order  of  the 
rSI  Dep2t.  Mayor,  or  Captain  of  Police,  or  any  one  of  the  Fire  Ward- 
ens ;  and  the  same  shall  be  kept  by  such  Mayor,  Captain, 
or  Fire  Warden,  upon  whose  order  the  same  were  taken, 
at  some  suitable  place  beyond  the  fire  limits,  and  sold  at 
public  auction,  within  one  week  after  such  taking  ;  three 
days*  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale  shall  be  giren 
to  the  person  or  persons  from  whose  possession  the  same 
were  taken,  and  the  proceeds,  after  deducting  expenses  of 
conveyance,  storage,  and  sale,  shall,  within  one  week  after 
the  sale,  be  paid  over  by  the  person  ordering  the  seizure, 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department  Fund,  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  said  fund. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  June  11,  1856. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  17,  1856. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  23,  1856. 


^^j^'    Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of 
SST^'Si?^  Commissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department  be,  and 
Increased,     ^j^^  game  is  hereby  increased  from  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum  to  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum. 
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Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councamen,  November  17, 
1856. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  1,  1856. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  4,  1856. 


Raolvedy  That  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Sup-^^^^^^  ^^^ 
plies  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  forthwith  to  advertise  for  g^i^  *S|! 
proposals  to  furnish  for  the  use  of  the  city,  two  steam  fire-  ^!Sttoe^  for 
engines,  to  be  constructed  according  to  the  specifications  t!!^'^''^!^ 
and  drawings  hereto  annexed,  and  that  the  sum  of  seven- 
teen thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appro- 
priated therefor. 

Resolvedy  That  the  proposition  of  Messrs.  Lee  is  Lar-  ^^^^n.  im 

*      *  k  lAToed  of - 

ned,  offering  to  the  city  the  use  of  their  steam  fire-engines,  Jjflf*^^ 
on  condition  that  the  same  shall  be  put  on  duty  at  the  ex-  Jje^^j,^ 
pense  of  the  city,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted,  and  b«^oDd^ 
that  the  Chief  Engineer  be  requested  to  report  to  the  ^mm  or  tib^ 
Common  Council  what  is  necessary  to  bring  said  engine 
promptly  into  eflective  use. 


SPECIFICATIONS 

For  two  steam  fire-engines  to  be  furnished  for  the  use 
of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Said  engines  shall  be  constructed  with  Lee  &  Lamed's 

^  (loM  for  the 

annular   steam-boiler,  of  the  kind  used  in  their  present  J2SicSoii***Sf 
engine,   and  represented  in  the  accompanying  drawings,  SJj  «,^Sr 
figures  3  to  9,  inclusive;  said  boilers  in  each  engine  to  have 
not  less  than  three  hundred  and  sixty  feet  of  fire  surface, 
and  to  furnish  sufficient  power  to  discharge  at  least  five 
hundred  and    fifty  gallons  per  minute,   when  throwing 
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through  an  inch  and  three-eighths  pipe,  or  for  the  equiva- 
lent of  that  duty  in  smaller  streams;  to  be  of  the  best  ma- 
terials and  workmanship ;  the  ultimate  strength  or  break- 
ing strain  to  be  not  less  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
to  the  square  inch,  and  to  be  safe  under  a  working-prepsure 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the  square  inch ;  to  be 
fitted  with  all  necessary  mountings,  including  safety-yalve, 
pressure-gauge,  and  gauge-cocks,  and  to  be  well  clothed 
.  and  handsomely  finished ;  to  be  supplied  by  an  independ- 
ent feed-pump,  from  a  separate  water-tank;  the  feed-water 
to  be  heated  on  its  passage  to  the  boiler,  by  passing  through 
a  heater  immersed  in  the  escape-steam  from  the  engines. 

They  shall  be  furnished  each  with  two  steam  cylinders, 
of  at  least  seven  inches  bore  and  fourteen  inches  stock, 
with  reversing  gear  and  adjustable  cut-ofi*,  acting  directly 
on  the  main  or  pump-shaft,  by  cranks,  as  shown  in  figures 
17  and  18  of  the  accompanying  drawings,  in  which,  C  are 
the  cylinders,  D  the  connecting-rods  from  the  piston-rod, 
and  E  the  main  shaft;  the  exhaust  steam  to  escape  into  the 
chimney  through  a  blast-pipe,  with  adjustable  orifice. 

Also,  with  a  rotary  pump  of  Gary's  patent,  of  the  kind 
used  in  the  present  engine  of  Messrs.  Lee  &  Lamed,  and 
shown  in  detail  in  figures  13,  14, 15,  and  16,  of  the  accom- 
panying drawings;  to  be  provided  with  six  supply-plugs 
for  hydrant  attachments,  with  suitable  gates  and  a  separate 
suction,  with  at  least  twenty  feet  six  inches  of  suction 
hose,  vdth  a  suiRcient  air-chamber,  and  three  discharge- 
plugs,  with  suitable  gates. 

The  boiler,  engines,  and  pumps  to  be  made  fast  to  a  sub- 
stantial and  sufficient  wrought-iron  frame,  suspended  on 
strong  platform  springs,  the  whole  to  rest  on  four  substan- 
tial wheels,  with  iron  hubs  and  axles,  the  larger  wheels  not 
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to  be  less  than  five  feet  in  diameter,  and  the  smaller  not 
less  than  three  feet  eight  inches,  with  at  least  three  inches 
face. 

The  apparatus  to  be  self-propelling ;  the  power  of  the 
engines  to  be  transmitted  for  the  purpose  through  the  main 
shaft  to  the  hinder  or  driving-wheels,  by  the  arrangement 
known  as  Fisher's  radius  rod  and  parallel  motion  for  steam 
carriages,  invented  by  J.  R.  Fisher,  and  represented  by  F 
and  G,  figures  17  and  18 ;  the  coupling  to  the  main  shaft 
to  be  such  as  to  admit  of  disconnection  at  pleasure ;  the 
forward  axle  to  be  provided  with  a  tongue,  or  pole,  and 
drag-ropes,  as  in  the  ordinary  fire-engines,  and  also  with 
screw  steering  apparatus,  shown  at  figures  17  and  18,  so 
that  the  carriage  may  be  steered  either  from  without  or 
within  board. 


The  general  arrangements  of  the  carriages  to  be  substan- 
tially as  shown  in  said  figures  17  and  18,  the  former  being 
a  side-view  and  the  latter  a  plan. 

The  engine  to  be  supplied  with  two  four-feet  discharge- 
pipes,  and  six  assorted  nozzles,  and  with  all  needfiil  wrenches 
and  other  tools  for  working,  with  room  and  arrangements 
for  carrying  one  thousand  feet  of  Grenoble  hose,  and  a  sup- 
ply of  fuel  sufficient  for  two  hours'  consumption. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Dec.  10,  1856. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  29,  1866. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Dec.  31,  1856. 


Resdoedj  That  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies     propowb 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  tei^pf^ 
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^^^^*^****  fire-alarm  telegraphs,  to  connect  all  fire-houses  in  the 
seyenth  and  eighth  fire  districts. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Dec.  12,  1856. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  30,  1856. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Dec.  31,  1856. 


and^L^dS     R^^^f  That  all  hook  and  ladder  companies  be,  and 
SSSJS*^  they  are  hereby  allowed  ten  additional  men. 

addiUocud 

"*•"•  Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  October  20, 1856. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  31, 1856. 

Received  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  January  7,  1857, 
without  his  approval  or  objections  thereto ;  therefore, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  amended  charter,  the  same 
became  adopted. 


Au  Horn  Resolvedj  That  all  the  hose  companies  be  allowed  thirty 
allowed  thir-  mcu,  and  aU  first-class  engines  seventy  men ;  second-class 
61^8  *^*^  engines,  sixty  men ;  third-class,  fifty  men. 

lowed  Mvcu- 

*8^cia«i     Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  October  20, 1856. 
ongtoe«8ixty     ^joptg^  by  t^g  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  31, 1856. 

Third  claM  ^  '' 

eDgiDet  nfiy  Reccivcd  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1857, 
without  his  approval,  or  objections  thereto  ;  therefore, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  amended  charter,  the  same 
become  adopted. 


Resolvedf  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  making  a 
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die  (as  per  annexed  diagram)  and  furnishing  one  badge,  of^^^Jgl^ 
solid  gold,  and  thirteen  of  solid  silver,  the  same  to  be  used  cwSlIidS? 
by  the  Chief  Engineer  and  Assistant  Engineers  of  the  Fire  ?****"*  ^^' 
Department ;  said  die  to  belong  to  the  city,  and  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  provided  the 
expense  of  said  medals  and  die  does  not  exceed  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  March  10,  1867. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  14,  1867. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  16,  1867. 


AN    ORDINANCE  to  re-organize  the  Street  Department  of 
the  City  of  New  York. 

Be  it  ordained  hy  the  Mayor^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  in  Common  Council  convened : 

CHAPTER  I. 
OP  THE  STREET  DEPARTMENT. 

Article  I.    Op  the  Street  Department  and  its  Bu- 
reaux QENERALLT. 

Sec.  1.    The  Street  Department  shall  have  cognizance  of 
•  •••••• 

making,  repairing,  and  lighting  the  public  roads  and  ave- ,^2;J2*to 
naes^;  constructing,  repairing,  and  lighting  the  public  build-  JSEScLfyT** 
ings;  repairing  wells  and  pumps;  supplying  the  public i£i?"*~°- 
rooms  and  offices  of  the  Corporation,  the  court-rooms,  the  fSJft^*" 
police  station-houses,  the  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder 
houses,  and  the  public   markets,  with  fuel,  stationery, 
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printing,  and  all  other  things  necessary  therefor,  consbract- 
ing  and  repairing  fire-engines,  hose-carts,  hooks  and  lad- 
ders, hose,  and  other  machines  and  apparatus  for  the  use  ot 
the  Fire  Department. 

^  2.  There  shall  be  ten  bureaux  in  the  Street  Depart- 
ment, viz. : 

I.  A  bureau  for  the  building  and  repairing  of  wharves 
and  piers,  to  be  called  the  "  Bureau  of  Wharves.*' 

ta/MdMS-*  II.  A  bureau  for  constructing  and  repairing  the  public 
gto?^  hTOk  buildings,  and  repairing  of  wells  and  pumps ;  for  the  sup- 
^d  ^^'  ply^g  of  the  public  rooms  and  oflBces  of  the  Corporation, 
SoSS^^iup-  the  court-rooms,  the  police  station-houses,  the  engine,  hose, 
tionery,  Ac.*  and  hook  and  ladder  houses,  and  public  markets,  with  fuel, 
stationery,  printing,  and  all  other  things  necessary  there- 
for, to  be  called  the  "  Bureau  of  Repairs  and  Supplies." 


flre^S^     rV.  A  bureau  for  repairing  fire-engines  and  fire  appara- 
•^  tus,  imder  the  direction  of  the  "  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire 

Department." 


CHAPTER   n. 

OP  THE  STREET   COMMISSIONER,  HIS  DEPUTY,  AND   CLERKS. 
•  •••••• 

ibf  Sr'SSiJ  ^  5-  All  contracts  for  work  of  any  kind  relating  to  open- 
dJSSd  Mi7  ing»  altering,  regulating,  grading,  flagging,  curbing,  gutter- 
dooe  andcr  ^gi  Aud  lighting strccts  and  avenues ;  building,  repairing,  and 
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lighting  wharves  and  piers ;  constructing  the  public  roads  ^„  "ST^' 
and  avenues ;  constructing,  repairing,  and  lighting  the  pub-  mSSoow?" 
lie  buildings ;  repairing  wells  and  pumps ;  suppljring  the 
public  rooms  and  offices  of  the  Corporation ;  the  court- 
room, the  police  station-houses,  the  engine,  hose,  and  hook 
and  ladder  houses,  and  the  public  markets,  with  fuel,  sta- 
tionery, and  all  other  necessary  fixtures  and  things  therefor ; 
constructing  fire-engines,  hose-carts,  hooks  and  ladders, 
hose,  and  other  machines  and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the 
Fire  Department,  and  for  improving  the  public  lands  and 
places,  and  filling  up  sunken  lots,  under  ordinances  of  the 
Common  Council,  from  the  City  Inspector*s  Department ; 
and   for  all  other  works  and  supplies  which    may  be^^^J^JJ: 
directed  by  the  Common  Council,  to  be  done  or  furnished  SSiuJSlo^ 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  except  2S?  dirJSton 
where  slight  repairs  are  necessary,  the  same  not  exceeding  Eaginw. 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  any  one  case,  may  be 
made  by  the  chief  officer  of  the  appropriate  bureau,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Commissioner. 


^  9.  He  shall  advertise  for  estimates  for  opening,  alter-    au   work 

ir  o»  relating     to 

ing,  grading,  regulating,  flagging,  curbing,  guttering,  and  ^^^^^ 
lighting  of  streets,  avenues,  and  places ;  building,  repairing,  ^  j^^'- 
and  lighting  wharves  and  piers ;  constructing  the  public 
roads  and  avenues ;  constructing,  repairing,  and  lighting 
the  public  buildings  ;  supplying  the  public  rooms  and  offices 
of  the  Corporation,  the  court-rooms,  the  police  station- 
houses,  and  the  public  markets,  with  fiiel  and  stationery ; 
constructing  fire-engines,  hose-carts,  hooks  ai>d  ladders, 
hose,  and  other  machines  and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the 
Fire  Department ;  and  filling  up  sunken  lots,  under  ordi- 
nances of  the  Common  Council ;  and  for  improving  public 
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lands  and  places,  and  in  all  other  cases  where  expenditures 
connected  with  the  Street  Department  are  authorized  by 
the  Common  Council. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

THE    DEPUTY    SUPERINTENDENT   OF  REPAIRS  AND    SUPPLIES. 

Deputy  su-      §  4G.  There  shall  be,  in  the  bureau  of  Repairs  and  Sup- 
er   Repairi  plies,  an  officer  who  shall  be  called  the  Deputy  Superin- 

and  Supplies  *^    .  .  r      J  r 

tendEu^'  tendent  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  who  is  charged  with  the 

giM  \^'  ^^*y  of  superintending  the  supplying  the  public  rooms  and 

iSlioTh^  oiRces  of  the  Corporation,  the  court-rooms,  police  station- 

**■  houses,  the  engine,  hose,  hook  and  ladder  houses,  and  the 

public  markets,  with  fuel,   stationery,  printing,  and  all 

other  things  necessary  therefor,  and  shall  receive  annually 

for  his  services  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars. 

§  47.  The  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Repairs  and  Sup- 
plies shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
execute  a  bond  to  the  Corporation,  with  one  or  more  sure- 
ties, to  be  approved  by  the  Comptroller,  in  the  penal  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Deputy  sa-  §  48.  Hc  shall  take  charge  of  and  superintend  the  deliv- 
ch»rJ^*of  ^"7  ^^^  preservation  of  all  supplies  of  fuel,  stationery, 
JSgSoThofl^  printing,  and  other  necessary  things  for  public  rooms  and 
uSfdo?'*'o!S?  offices  of  the  Corporatian,  the  court-rooms,  the  police 
^^  "*  station-house,  the  engine,  hose,  hook  and  ladder  houses, 
and  the  public  markets. 
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^  49.  He  shall  make  all  estimates  necessary  or  connected 
with  the  furnishing  the  supplies  mentioned  in  the  last  sec- 
tion, when  required  by  the  Street  Commissioner. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE   BUREAU   OF  THE    CHIEF   ENGINEER   OF   THE    FIRE 
DEPARTMENT. 

^  66.  This  bureau,  of  which  the  Chief  Ensrineer  of  the    tim  oiier 

°  ,        Ebginoer    to 

Fire  Department  shall  be  the  chief  officer,  is  charged  with  ^^  ^jj^ 
the  duty  of  repairing  fire-engines,  hose-carts,  hooks  and  »pi«ratas. 
ladders,  hose^  and  other  machines  and  apparatus  for  the  use 
of  the  Fire  Department. 

§  67.  The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  shall    chior  Kn^t- 
oversee  and  superintend  the  repairing  of  fire-engines,  hose-pertnteadr^' 
carts,  hooks  and  ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines  and  ap-  paratus. 
paratus  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department. 

^  68.  He  shall  make  all  estimates  necessary  to  or  con-     ch^f  »»- 

'  •'  giooer     to 

nected  with  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  bureau,  ^^^*^ 
when  required  by  the  Street  Commissioner.  "*****• 

^  69.  He  shall  continually  inspect  the  fire-engines,  hose-    chief  eh- 
carts,  hooks  and  ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines  and  ^pect  aii  apl 
apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department,  and,  with  ^'  *^» 
the  consent  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  shall  repair  the  JS^thiJiS* 
same  forthwith,  when  any  repairs  shall  be  necessary,  except  ^  !rf  *S> 
Hiat  when  the  expense  of  such  repairs  shall  not  in  any  one  ^iL^* 
case  exceed  fifteen  dollars,  he  may  cause  them  to  be  made 
without  the  consent  of  that  officer ;  but  no  repairs,  without 
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contract,  shall  be  made  to  a  fire-engine  or  other  machine, 
for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department,  the  expense  of  which 
shall  exceed  seventy-five  dollars. 
Correct  ac-     §  70.  Hc  shall  keep  correct  accounts  of  the  time  of  the 

counts       of  ,  ■*• 

kft'ofmcn  °^^^  employed  in  his  bureau,  and  of  the  work  upon  which 

t£^^b2^°  they  are  engaged,  and  the  expenses  attending  the  same, 

^^'  when  it  is  not  done  by  contract,  and  shall  report  the  same, 

imder  oath,  once  in  each  week  to  the  Street  Commissioner. 

Chief  Engl-     ^  71.  He  shall  examine,  audit,  and  certify  to  the  Street 

noer  shall  ex-         '  '  '  .^ 

lS°^cS?ufy  Commissioner,  all  accounts  for  work  done  under  his  super- 
aii  occounta.  yigjon,  and  as  to  the  fulfillment  or  breach  of  any  contract 
for  work  required  to  be  done  under  his  direction ;  and  no 
requisition  shall  be  drawn  by  the  Street  Commissioner  for 
any  bills,  accounts,  or  contracts  for  repairing  fire-engines, 
hose-carts,  hooks  and  ladders,  hose,  or  other  machines 
or  apparatus,  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department,  unless 
certified  by  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department 
Au  •ocounts      §  72.  He  shall,  in  all  matters  connected  with  his  bu- 

to    be     ap-         *  ' 

SSTroTOTeS'  ^^^^9  ^^  under  the  control,  direction,  and  supervision  of 
bytheTtr^cS  t^c  Street  Commissioner,  who  may  approve  or  disapprove 
Commission-  ^jj  accouuts  Certified  by  him,  and  by  whom  alone  all  re- 
quisitions upon  the  Comptroller  for  the  payment  thereof 
shall  be  drawn. 


Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  April  24,  1867. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  26^  1867. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  June  26th,  1867. 


Nctr  b»n      Resolved,  That  a  new  banner  be  presented  to  the  Fire 
S?nuHib/ihJ  Department  of  this  city,  on  behalf  of  the  Mayor  and  Corn- 
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mon  Council ;  the  desim,  construction,  and  contract  for  ooriioration 

^  °    '  '  of  th6    city 

the  same  to  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Pre-  ^^^^ 
sidenty  Vice  President,  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Fire  Department,  the  cost  thereof  not 
to  exceed  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  said 
banner,  when  completed,  to  be  presented' by  the  Mayor  of 
the  city,  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

Resolvedf  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  draw  his  warrant  is  favor  of  the  New  York  Fire 
Department,  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars,  to  pay  for  said  banner,  when  completed,  and  said 
sum  is  hereby  appropriated  therefor. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Dec.  16,  1857. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  22,  1857. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Dec.  26,  1857. 


Resolved^  That  the  salary  of  the  messenger  to  the  Board  salary  of 
of  Fire  Commissioners  be,  and  is  hereby  increased  to  six  f^r^  ^q^ 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  take  effect  from  the  date  of  JJ^2S"u) 
the  passage  of  this  resolution.  SSiaJlT*^ 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Dec.  16,  1857. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  29,  1857. 

Received  January  2,  1858,  firom  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
without  his  approval  or  objections  thereto^  therefore, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Charter  of  1857,  the  same 
became  adopted. 


WkereaSf  It  appears  that  there  are  two  persons  employed 
to  operate  the  fire  telegraph,  which  requires  the  constant 
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attention  of  one  through  the  day  and  the  other  throa^ 
the  night,  thereby  leaving  but  one  at  a  time  to  take  charge 
of  said  office ;  and 

TFhereas,  They  are  obliged  to  leave  the  office  in  charge  of 
a  stranger  when  compelled  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
nature  ;  therefore,  be  it 

An  addi-      Resolved^  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby 

tor  on  the  authorized  to  appoint  one  additional  attendant  on  the  fire- 
Are    tele-  *^^ 

o^^'fntSb**  alarm  telegraph,  now  located  in  the  basement  of  the  City 
the  Mayor.    Hall,  if,  iu  his  judgment,  he  should  deem  it  necessary. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  18>  1858. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  January  22, 1858. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  February  3,  1858. 


JVhcrcasj  a  telegraphic  apparatus  is  in  operation  in  the 
City  Hall,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  and  the  operators  thereof  have  not  had  their 
salaries  fixed ;  therefore, 

saurjes  of     Resolvcd,  That  the  persons  appointed  by  the  Mayor  to 

operators   of  ^  *^  *^  •'  •' 

^^l  h  nit  to  Perform  the  duty  of  operating  the  fire  telegraph,  in  the 
huS^ed'doi-  City  Hall,  be  and  they  are  hereby  allowed  each  the  sum 
num.^'^"''of  (not  to  cxcced)  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  the 
same  to  take  effect  from  the  date  of  their  appointment. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  4,  1858. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  February  12, 1858. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  6,  1858. 
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AN  ORDINANCE  for  the  Utter  rcgulatim  of  the  New  York 
Fire  Department.  / 

Sec.  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  and  every  fireman,  ^^^^'*'' 
to  prevent  boys  or  disorderly  characters  from  congregating  SSt'to'SB'ai- 
m  or  about  the  place  of  deposit  of  their  various  apparatus,  ISSS?  ^  ^ 
and  not  to  allow  the  said  place  of  deposit  to  be  used  for  yarfooii  a^ 
any  other  purposes  than  those  directly  connected  with  the  ^^ 
performance  of  their  duty  as  firemen.    No  persons  other 
than  members  and  exempt  members  of  the  company,  or  of 
the  Fire  Department,  in  good  standing,  shall  be  allowed  to 
sleep  in  any  engine,  hose,  or  hook  and  ladder  house ; 
neither  shall  the  street-doors  of  the  said  houses  be  kept 
open,  except  while  persons  are  passing  in  and  out,  or  while 
any  necessary  repairs  or  cleaning  are  being  performed. 
It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  firemen  to  see  that 
good  order  is  preserved  in  and  about  the  houses  occupied 
by  their  respective  companies,  and  to  prevent  any  persons 
firom  habitually  congregating  on  the  walks  in  front  of  the 
houses  of  their  said  apparatus. 

§  2.  In  going  to,  or   returning  from  a  fire,  the  draff-      ^^j  ^ 
rope  shall  be  the  proper  place  for  the  firemen,  except  the  ^^^  ^ 
officers  in  command,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  prevent  ^'^**°^*^- 
all  boys,  and  noisy  and  improper  persons,  irom  taking  hold     - 
of  the  rope.    On  no  account  shall  a  person,  other  than  a 
member  of  the  company,  or  a  member  or  exempt  member 
of  the  Fire  Department,  kno.wn  to  at  least  two  of  the 
members  of  the  company  present,  be  allowed  to  manage, 
or  have  any  control  of  the  tongue  or  tiller  of  any  appa- 
ratus, in  going  to  or  returning  from  a  fire.    It  shall  also  be 
the  duty  of  the  officers  and  members  of  each  and  every 
company  when  returning  with  their  apparatus,  from  a  fire, 
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or  alarm  of  fire,  to  prevent  any  racing  of  their  company 
with  any  other  company,  and  to  abstain  from  any  conduct 
that  would  be  likely  to  cause  a  breach  of  the  peace,  or  re- 
flect discredit  on  the  Fire  Department.  It  shall  further  be 
their  duty  to  use  all  endeavors  to  cultivate  good  feeling 
among  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department. 

biiit^'^*''     '^  ^*   Each  and  every  oflScer  or  member  in  command 
^mtTors*"'*  of  a  company  shall  be  held  responsible  for  his  actions, 
while  exercising  command  over  any  fire  apparatus,  or  for 
any  willful  neglect  or  violation  of  any  of  the  duties  incum- 
bent upon  him. 

No  fireman     ^  4,  jjo  fireman,  while  under  suspension  for  any  vio- 

undor      bus-         '  '  k  J 

SX'a^fr^t-  Ifttio^  of  *liG  ordinances  relative  to  the  Fire  Department, 
bi'llSwedto  shall  be  permitted  to  wear  a  fire-cap  bearing  the  fi-ontis- 
oiectira,  ^.  piece  of  the  company  to  which  he  is  attached,  nor  be 
allowed*  to  vote  at  any  election  held  by  the  company ; 
neither  shall  he  be  permitted  to  take  part  in  any  of  the 
meetings,  or  to  frequent  the  house  occupied  by  his  com- 
pany. And  no  person  suspended  or  expelled  from  the 
Fire  Department  shall  be  allowed  to  take  command  or  ex- 
ercise control  over  any  fire  apparatus  while  he  remains 
under  such  sentence  of  suspension  or  expulsion. 

Companies     <^  5.  It  shall  bc  the  duty  of  each  and  every  company, 
tiro  wiui^au  on  an  alarm  of  fire  being  given  for  the  district  or  districts 
ganoe.        \j^  which  the  said  company  does  duty,  to  proceed  with  all 
due  diligence  and  by  the  most  convenient  route  to  the  fire, 
or  to  the  place  from  whence  the  said  alarm  originated,  un- 
less otherwise  directed  by  an  Engineer ;  avoiding  all  lying 
in  wait,  or  any  departure  from  their  usual  route,  for  the 
purpose  of  racing  with  any  other  company. 
ponaitiee     ^  6.  Any  engineer,  officer  of  a  company,  or  member 
or  any  of  the  of  the  Firc  Department,  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  or- 
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dinances  relative  to  the  Fire  Department,  or  who  shall  JJ^IiSri)? 
knowingly  or  willfully  consent  to  or  assist  in  any  violation  ^*'^°^^ 
of  the  same,  shall  be  liable  to  suspension  or  expulsion  from 
the  Fire  Department,     And  any  company,  so  found  guilty 
of  a  violation  of  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, shall  be  liable  to  be  disbanded. 

^  7.  All  ordinances,  or  parts  of  ordinances,  inconsist- 
ent with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  February  26, 

1858. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  26,  1858. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  March  29,  1858. 


Resolved^  That  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Depart-    Uitgof  an 

annfe  build- 

ment  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  to  be  printed  ingt  to  be 

^   *  ^  •*•  prioted   and 

in  a  durable  manner  a  list  of  all  buildings  which  have  been  ^  ^^ 
examined  and  pronounced  unsafe  by  the  Board  of  FireJ^,^  'p* 
Wardens,  and  have  one  or  more  copies  thereof,  printed,  in 
each  of  the  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  houses  in 
the  city,  and  that  the  same  be  done  annually,  in  lieu  of 
advertising. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  12,  1858. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  May  6,  1858. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  7,  1858. 


Befolved.  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  empowered      Appomtr 

'  *       ^  meot    of    a 

to  appoint  a  practical  machinist  and  fire-engine  builder,  ft»perintend. 
26 
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wmiak^  who  shall  be  an  exempt  fireman,  to  superintend  the  con- 
struction and  proper  working  and  keeping  of  fire  apparatus, 
and  such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  in  the  direction 
of  the  Fire  Department,  which  shall  not  interfere  with  any 
existing  ordinance,  or  conflict  with  the  firemen  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  to 
be  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  21,  1858. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Nov.  11,  1858. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Nov.  12,  1858. 
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AN  ORDINANCE 

0 

ForthebeUerRegtdation  of  the  Firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  MayoTf  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
Yorky  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as  follows : 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Foreman  and  Secretary  of 
each  and  every  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  company,  ud  's^2^ 
to  report  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  on  the  second  ^SL^^°°^' 

'*  BuMlOIMffB. 


Tuesday  in  April  and  October  in  each  year,  a  list  of  mem-  ^^^SJT^ 
hers,  with  the  number  of  fires  or  alarms  of  fire  which  have  tt^^Mot 
occurred  during  the  preceding  six  months,  in  the  districts  S^'^'do. 
in  which  they  perform  duty,  and  the  amount  of  duty  per-  bye  * 
formed  by  each  member,  which  report  must  be  sworn  to 
before  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners ;  and  the  Foreman 
and  Secretary  of  each  and  every  company  neglecting  to 
comply  with  this  ordinance  shall  be  expelled. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  25,  1858. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Dec.  13,  1858. 
ApjHTOved  by  the  Mayor,  Dec.  23,  1858. 
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AN  ORDINANCE. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor j  Aldermen  and  CommonaUy  of  tht 
City  of'  New  YorJc^  in  Common  Council  convened,  that  the 
ordinance  to  re-organize  the  Street  Department,  passed  Juu 
26,  1857,  be  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

CHAPTER  I. 
OP  THE  STREET  DEPAETMENT  AND  ITS  BUREAUX  GENERALLY. 


tkm^^ir"     ^^^'  ^'  ^^^  Street  Department  shall  have  cognizance  of 

Ing,  lighting,  ##•••####• 
4c.,  of  Hoee. 

SSk^lui?  •         •         •    the  construction,  repairing,  lighting,  and 


Ladder 
Houses. 


care  of  the  buildings,  offices,  rooms,  and  public  yards  of 
the  Corporation ;  the  supplying  the  public  buildings  and 
offices  and  rooms  of  the  Corporation,  the  court-rooms  for 
which  supplies  are  furnished  by  the  Corporation,  the  po- 
lice station-houses,  the  engine  and  other  houses  of  the  Fire 
Department,  and  the  public  markets,  with  fuel,  stationery, 
printing,  and  all  other  things  necessary  therefor ;  the  con- 
struction, altering,  and  repairing  of  fire-engines,  hose,  and 
all  other  machines  and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  Fire 
Department ;  the  removing  incumbrances  from  streets, 
roads,  places,  wharves,  piers,  and  slips ;  the  doing  and  fur- 
nishing of  all  other  necessary  work,  repairs,  and  supplies 
not  provided  for  in  other  departments ;  and  the  collecting 
of  all  assessments. 
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§  2.  There  shall  be  eight  bureaux  in  the  Street  Depart-  ^^^*^  ^ 
menty  viz : 


6.  A  bureau  for  constructing  and  repairing  public  build-  \ 

ings,  and  for  procuring  all  necessary  supplies  for 
the  Corporation,  to  be  called  the  "  Bureau  of  Re- 
pairs and  Supplies." 

7.  A  bureau  for  repairing  fire-engines  and  fire  apparatus, 

under  the  charge  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire 
Department,  and  for  the  construction  of  all  new 
fire-engines  and  fire  apparatus,  to  be  called  the 
"  Bureau  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment." 


CHAPTER  III. 

OF  THE  BUREAU  OP  THE   STBEET  DEPABTMENT. 

•  ••#••• 

ABTICLE  Vn. 

The  Deputy  Superintendent  (^Repairs  and  Supplies. 

§  1.  There  shall  be,  in  the  Bureau  of  Repairs  and  Sup-  Deputy  sa- 
plies,  an  officer  who  shall  be  called  the  Deputy  Superin-  ^^^  ^ 
tendent  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  who  is  charged  with  the  JSJ,^'"**" 
duty  of  superintending  the  supplying  the  public  rooms  and  S?°^'5w* 
offices  and  court-rooms  of  the  Corporation,  the  police  J^JJ^JTSe 
station-houses,  the  enffine  and  other  houses  of  the  Fire  and     oui«r 

*^  boasesorUM 

Department,  and  the  public  markets,  with  fuel,  stationery,  rire  Depart- 
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printing,  and  all  other  things  necessary  therefor,  and  of 
superintending  the  furnishing  of  all  other  necessary  sap- 
plies  for  the  Corporation,  except  in  cases  where  other  pro- 
vision is  made  therefor.  He  shall  receive  pajrment  monlUj 
for  his  services,  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum. 


ARTICLE  vin. 
The  Bureau  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  DepartmaU. 


The  Bu-      §  1.  This  bureau,  of  which  the  Chief  Enmneer  of  the 

rMui  of  the      ^  ^  '  ^ 

SS^ftoSS^e  ^^^  Depoirtment  shall  be  the  chief  officer,  is  charged  with 
JSjiRtoap"  *^®  ^^ty  ^^  repairing  fire-engines,  hose-carts,  hooks  and 
v^^^      ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines  and  apparatus,  for  the 
use  of  the  Fire  Department. 

The  Chief     <^  2.  The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  shall 
Iu"ro*°ire  to  ^v®™®®  ^^^  Superintend  the  repairing  of  fire-engines,  hose- 
appantue.    cartg^  hooks  and  ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines  asd, 
apparatus,  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department. 

EnSiwJ^*°^  '^  *^'  ^®  ^hdXl  make  all  estimates  necessary  to,  or  cod- 
S'wtiStoe  Elected  with,  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  bureau, 
^h^w^Bu-  when  required  by  the  Street  Commissioner. 

rem. 

chjofB»gj-      <^  4.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  inspect  the  fire-engines, 
spcct  all  ap-  hose-carts,  hooks  and  ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines  and 
Mdi°M^ir»  apparatus,  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department ;  and  shJl 
^  *^xcood  report  to  the  Street  Commissioner  any  repairs  which  may 
dXJsf '  ^*  be  required  thereon.     If  the  Street  Commissioner  approve 
thereof,  he  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Common  Council, 
except  that,  when  the  expenditure  shall  not  exceed  seventy- 
five  dollars  in  any  one  case,  he  may  direct  the  same  to  be 
done. 
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^  5.  The  Chief  Engineer  may,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Street  Commissioner,  make  small  repairs  in  the  Corpora- 
tion yard,  to  the  hose  and  hooks  and  ladders  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

^  6.  He  shall  cause  to  be  kept  in  his  bureau  accounts  n^^^ 


of  the  time  of  all  persons  to  be  paid  by  wages  for  work,  hte*biw2L*" 
under  the  supervision  of  his  bureau,  and  of  the  work  upon  peraoiM  paid 
which  they  are  engaged,  and  of  all  the  other  expenditures 
of  his  bureau,  tmd  of  the  expense  of  each  particular  work 
or  job,  with  the  items  thereof. 

^  7.  He  shall  examine  and  audit  all  pay-rolls  and  allgiSJJ^BSm 
accounts  for  work  done,  or  materials  furnished,  under  the  Sdit*2i^ 
supervision  of  his  bureau,  and,  if  found  correct,  shall  certify  ^%,^^ 
them   in  writing,   and   shall   deliver  them,  with  proper 
vouchers,  to  the  Street  Commissioner;  and  in  all  cases  of 
contract  work  under  his  supervision,  he  shall  examine  and 
report  to  the  Street  Commissioner  as  to  the  fulfillment  or 
breach  of  the  contract  therefor;  and  he  shall  certify,  on 
every  voucher  for  payment  thereon,  that  such  payment  is 
due,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

^  8.  He  shall,  in  all  matters  connected  with  his  bureau,  The  chief 
be  under  the  control,  direction,  and  supervision  of  t^®*^^**,2d 
Street  Commissioner,  who  may  approve  or  disapprove  all  2Jj*"Sr«i 
accounts  certified  by  him,  and  by  whom  alone  all  requisi-  ^«""*«- 
tions  upon  the  Comptroller  for  the  payment  thereof  shall 
be  made. 

§  9.  No  new  fire-enrine,  hose,  or  hook  and  ladder  car-     no  new 

^  O        »  '  apparatoe  to 

riage,  shall  be  constructed  for  the  Fire  Department,  unless  Jj*'*'"^*; 
the  same  shall  be  authorized  by  the  Common  Coimcil.  S^tSJ^  oJn- 
§  10.  There  shall  be  in  this  bureau  a  Superintendent  ^  aaperin- 
of  Fire  Apparatus,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Street  Commis-  Fi?J^Aipar2^ 
sioner,  who  shall  be  a  practical  machinist  and  fire-engine  pointed.  ***" 
builder,  and  who  shall  be  an  exempt  fireman,  whose  duty 
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it  shall  be  to  superintend  the  construction  and  proper  work- 
ing and  keeping  of  fire  apparatus,  and  such  other  duties  as 
may  be  required  in  the  direction  of  the  Fire  Department, 
which  shall  not  interfere  with  any  existing  ordinance,  or 
conflict  with  the  firemen  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
The  Superintendent  of  Fire  Apparatus  shall  receive  pay- 
ment* for  his  services  monthly,  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand 
dollars  per  annum. 
intiSa^     ^11.    There  shall  be  a  Foreman  of  the  Corporation 
3if°tJr* '  Yard  in  this  bureau,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chief  Engineer, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  superintend  the  reparing  and 
cleaning  of  hose,  and  take  charge  of  the  same,  and  to  per- 
form all  such  other  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by 
the  Chief  Engineer,  and  shall  receive  a  salary  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum,  payable  monthly.    There  shall  also 
be  two  clerks  in  this  bureau,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chief 
Engineer,  who  shall  keep  the  accounts  of  this  bureau,  and 
perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Chief 
^gineer,   at  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars  each  per 
^umum,  payable  monthly.     The  Chief  Engineer  shall  also 
have  authority  to  employ  laborers  in  the  Corporation  Yard, 
^ot  to  exceed  eight  in  number,  at  a  compensation  of  two 
dollars  per  day. 
•  •#         ••••         ••• 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Dec.  22,  185S. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  29,  1868. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Jan.  4,  1859. 


lire     Resolvedy  That  the  proposition  of  several  of  the  fire  in- 

jm^to  uu)  surance  companies  doing  business  in  this  city,  to  furnish 
by  the  Firo  and  present  a  steam  fire-engine  to  the  corporation,  be 
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accepted,  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Apparatus  insurance 
of  the  Fire  Department  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  take  possession  of  and  safely  keep,  on  behalf  of 
the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city,  the  said  steam  fire- 
engine,  when  so  presented  by  said  fire  insurance  com- 
panies. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  20, 1859. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  February  7, 1859. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  February  8,  1859. 


Resolved.  That  the  annual  amount  allowed  to  each  fire    Amomn  or 

'  gas    allowed 

company  for  gas  be  increased  to  the  sum  of  seventy-five  J|^  ^p»- 
dollars  ($75),  the  same  to  take  efiect  from  the  passage  of '^'^^^^^ 
this  resolution. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  24, 1859. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  February  7, 1859. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  February  19,  1859. 


On  the  14th  April,  1859,  the  President  of  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  Fire  Department  communicated  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  that  the  following  nominations,  for  Fire 
Wardens,  had  been  made  on  the  13th  April,  viz. :    Stephen    nro  ward- 

cna  elected. 

Hallick,  George  C.  Bit)wn,  William  H.  McDonough,  and 
Samuel  Cheshire,  to  serve  three  years,  to  fill  vacancies  oc- 
casioned by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  (Jeorge  C.  Brown, 
John  T.  Harding,  William  H.  McDonough,  and  Theodore 
Eeelen 

Confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  April  18, 1859. 

Confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  25,  1859. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  26,  1859. 
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AN  ORDINANCE 

To  amend  an  Ordinance  for  the  better  Regidaiion  of  the  Fire- 
men of  the  city  of  New  Yorhy  passed  June  Idth^  1855. 

and*'*bad^«  Sec.  !•  All  members  of  the  New  York  Fire  Depart- 
^nSuy^'^'Sr  T^^^^i  ^nd  such  exempt  members  as  are  authorized  by  the 
n^toafng  ^  Commissioners  of  the  Fire  Department,  shall  hereafter, 
'*™®*  when  on  duty  as  firemen,  or  at  fires,  wear  the  leathern 
cap,  as  heretofore  used,  or  a  badge,  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided, which  said  badge  shall  be  worn  in  a  plain,  con- 
spicuous manner,  on  the  breast,  and  shall  be  worn  and 
visible  during  the  whole  time  that  such  member,  or  ex- 
empt member,  shall  remain  at  the  fire ;  and  any  fireman 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  wear  his  badge,  as  above  speci- 
fied, shall  be  subject  to  suspension  or  expulsion  from  the 
Department ;  and  any  exempt  fireman  so  refusing  or  neg- 
lecting shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty- 
five,  nor  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  im- 
prisonment not  less  than  ten  days;  and  all  fines  so 
collected  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fire 
Department  Fund. 

Inscription  ^  2.  Tho  badge  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section 
turn  of  badg-  giiall  be  made  of  Prince's  metal,  bearing  the  letters  *'  N. 
Y.  F.  D."  and  each  badge  shall  bear  a  distinct  number, 
in  raised  figures  thereon,  of  white  metal,  the  same  to 
represent  the  number  of  each  company,  and  also  a  regis- 
ter number,  in  small  figures,  stamped  thereon;   and  the 
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badge  to  be  worn  by  exempt  firemen,  as  provided  for  in 
section  3d,  of  this  ordinance,  shall  be  composed  of  white 
metal,  with  the  figures  thereon  of  Prince's  metal ;  but  in 
all  other  respects  to  conform  to  the  badge  herein  de- 
scribed for  the  use  of  the  active  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment ;  said  badges  shall  be  struck  from  dies,  which  shall 
be  exclusively  the  property  of  the  Corporation  of  the 
CSty  of  New  York,  and  shall  be  placed  in  the  custody  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council ;  and  all  of  such  badges 
shall  be  numbered,  as  the  Commissioners  of  the  New 
YoriL  Fire  Department  may  direct. 

^  3,  The  said  badges  shall  be  deposited  with  the  Com-    Bwiget  to 
missioners  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department,  who  shall  ^  «>•  com- 

'  mis8toc«rs  of 

have  sole  charge  o£  the  distribution  of  the  same ;  and  it  ^^^^'j^ 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioners  to  keep  a^'*'*"'®"** 
register  of  the  names  of  all  persons  who  now  are,  or  who 
may  hereafter  become  members  of  the  New  York  Fire 
Department,  and  of  the  number  of  the  company  to  which 
said  persons  are  attached  ;  and  also  of  the  names  of  such 
exempt  firemen  as  may,  in  writing,  be  permitted  by  the 
said  Commissioners  to  wear  the  badges  aforesaid,  and  o^ 
the  nimiber  of  the  badge  delivered  to  each  of  said  firemen 
or  exempt  firemen, 

^  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the    B^igot  to 

*  •'  be  delivered 

New  York  Fire  Department  to  deliver  to  each  fireman  ^^2"^ 
one  of  the  badges  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  Commissioners  "^' 
shall  also  deliver  one  of  the  aforesaid  badges  to  each  of 
such  exempt  firemen  as  may,  by  virtue  of  section  16,  of  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  entitled, 
*'An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  firemen  in  the 
city  of  New  York,"  passed  March  29th,  1855,  be  permitted 
by  said  Commissioners  to  wear  the  same. 
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Tho  badges     ^  5.  The  badffes  herein  named  shall  be  the  exclusive 

to     b«     the         ^  ® 

^^1%  Sf  property  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  when  any  member 
New  York,  ^f  ^j^^  p^j.^  Department  shall  resign,  or  be  suspended,  or 
expelled  therefrom,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  foreman  and 
secretary  of  the  company  to  which  such  member  was 
attached  to  make  a  return  of  such  suspension,  expulsion, 
or  resignation,  forthwith,  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  together 
with  the  badge  formerly  worn  by  such  member,  and  the 
Chief  Engineer  shall  report  weekly,  to  the  Commissioners 
aforesaid,  the  names  of  such  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment as  shall  have  resigned,  or  been  suspended  or  expelled 
therefrom,  since  his  last  report,  and  shall,  with  said  report, 
return  to  the  said  Commissioners  the  badges  worn  by  such 
members. 

LoM  or     §  6.  If  the  foreman  and  secretary  of  any  company,  or 
reported  to  either  of  them,  shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 

the  Oommis-  *   -^  *^ 

toTwo^"^  the  pi-eceding  section  in  relation  to  the  return  of  badges, 
weeks.  j^^  rctum  of  members  elected  by  such  company  shall  be 
received  therefrom,  unless  good  and  satisfactory  cause  shall 
be  shown  to  the  Commissioners  why  said  badges  are  not 
returned ;  and  should  any  member  of  the  Fire  Department 
lose  his  badge,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  report  said  loss  within 
two  weeks  to  the  said  Commissioners,  and  it  shall  be  their 
duty  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
unless  they  are  satisfied  that  such  loss  was  without  fault  on 
the  part  of  said  member,  they  shall  have  power  to  suspend 
or  expel  said  member  from  the  Department,  in  their  discre- 
tion ;  but  should  the  loss  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for  to 
the  said  Commissioners,  then  they  shall  grant  a  new  badge 
to  said  member,  who  shall  pay  one  dollar,  upon  receiving 
the  same,  as  a  penalty  for  said  loss  (which  money  shall  be 
paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department  Fund  by  said 
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Commiflsioners^  they  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same),  and 
any  member  of  the  Department  not  complying  with  the 
above  provision  shall  be  expelled. 

§  7.  Every  exempt  fireman  receiving  a  badge  shall  have  ii,^*"g 
the  permission  to  wear  the  same  renewed  some  time  during  ^^^  ^ 
the  month  of  May  in  each  year,  otherwise  such  permission  SSj^^X 
shall  be  deemed  revoked,  and^the  said  Commissioners  may,  uS. 
at  any  time,  revoke  any  permission  so  granted  by  them ; 
but  in  case  such  permission  is  not  renewed,  or  is  revoked, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  exempt  fireman  to  restore  the 
badge  previously  worn  by  him,  to  the  said  Commissioners. 

§  8.  Any  member  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department,  ^^^^^^y^*^ 
or  exempt  fireman,  who  shall  loan  his  badge  to  any  per-  ^JScS'imS^ 
son,  shall  be  liable  to  the  penalties  as  set  forth  in  section  2^|**  ^ 
1st  of  this   ordinance;   and  if  any  badge  shall  become 
broken  or  the  figures  be  displaced  while  in  the  possession  of 
such  member  or  exempt  fireman,  he   shall  return  the 
same  forthwith  to  the  said  Commissioners,  and  in  default 
of  the  same,  said  member  may  be  expelled  or  suspended, 
and  such  exempt  fireman  shall  have  the  permission  to 
wear  the  same  revoked. 

§  9.  Any  member  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department,      PMuotfci 
or  exempt  fireman,  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  foregoing  anj  of  uw 
sections  of  this  ordinance,  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  «*"«>•• 
not  less  than  twenty-five,  nor  over  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  and  to  imprisonment  for  the  term  of  ten  days ; 
and  all  fines  so  collected  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  New  York  Fire  Department  Fund. 

§  10.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  police,  when  a  fire     una  to  be 
occurs,  to  form  a  line,  at  least  two  himdred  feet  distant  are  two  ban- 

dredliMt  dli- 

from  the  said  fire,  on  each  side  thereof;  and  they  shall  not,  ^]    v^- 

"  ■OQS  U>  DC  Ml* 
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mitted  with-  under  any  circumstances,  permit  any  person  to  pass  said 
line,  unless  said  person  shall  wear  the  uniform  or  badge 
of  the  Fire  Department,  the  uniform  of  the  Insurance  Pa- 
trol, or  be  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  a  member 
of  the  Police  Departinent,  an  owner  of  property  within, 
or  resident  in  the  prescribed  lines. 

pJiSfto^w  ^  ^^'  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  police  to  promptly 
witwn  'SS  remove  from  within  the  said  lines,  all  persons  not  desig- 
SntuiSd  byiiated  in  the  last  preceding  section,  and  all  persons  re- 
8oaic^'°*  fusing  to  retire  at  the  request  of  a  policeman,  from  with- 
in the  said  lines,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  forthwith  arrested. 

^  12.  All  ordinances,  and  parts  of  ordinances,  now  ex- 
isting, so  far  as  the  same  are  inconsistent  with  any  or  all 
of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  repealed. 

^  13.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  May  30,  1859. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  13,  1859. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor.  June  27,  1859. 

D,  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk  C.  C. 
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At  an  election,  held  by  the  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, on  the  3d  March,  1859,  the  following  nominations, 
for  assistant  engineers,  were  made,  viz. : 

For  the  First  District— G.  Joseph  Ruch.  En«^?i"* 

For  the  Second  District — John  Brice. 

At  large — Daniel  Donnovan,  John  Decker,  William 
Hackett,  Peter  N.  Cornwell,  Edward  W.  Jacobs,  Elisha 
Kingsland,  John  A.  Cregier,  Stephen  Mitchell,  Timothy  L. 
West,  John  Banlch. 

Confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  July  7, 1859. 
Confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  July  11,  1859. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  12,  1859. 


At  an  election  held  by  the  members  of  the  New  York    nocuon  of 
Fire  Department,  on  22d  December,  1859,  John  A.  McCos-  £ngine«r  to 
ker  was  duly  elected  as  assistant  engineer,  to  fill  a  vacancy  m  Hviem 
in  the  Harlem  district. 

Confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  30,  1859. 
Confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  Dec.  30, 1859, 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Dec.  31,  1859. 
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THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A   CONTINUATION  OP  THE  EEVISION  OF 
THE  ORDINANCES  AS  TO  FIRES  AND  THE  FIRE  DEPART- 
MENT, TO   BE  FOUND   IN   CHAPTER  XV.  OF  THE 

REVISED    ORDINANCES 

OF  1845. 


CO!lTINUED  TO  JANUARY  1,  1860. 


AN  ORDINANCE  of  Fires  and  the  Fire  Department. 

Passed  April  23,  1839. 

The  Mayor  J  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York  J  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as  follows: 

%  1.  Abroo^ated  by  section  first  of  the  ordinance  of  June  Fire  depart 

'  o  J  inent,  of 

22,  1842  (9  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  189),  which  has  since  been^^"*^"'"- 
amended  by  the  ordinances  passed  January  5th,  1850,  June 
18th,  1850,  and  May  6th,  1856,  and  also  by  the  act  of  the 
legislature  passed  March  29,  1850,  section  1.     The  section, 
as  it  now  stands,  reads  thus : 

The  Fire  Department  of  the  said  city  shall  consist  of  a  nectkmor 
Chief  Engineer,  thirteen*  Assistant  Engineers,  twelve  Fire  ^^ 
Wardens,  and  as  many  fire-engine  men,  hose  men,  hook 
and  ladder  men,  and  hydrant  men,  who  shall  be  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  up- 
ward, as  are,  or  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  by 
t » 

o  Increased  to  thirteen  by  ordinance  of  May  6, 1856,  Tide  p.  384. 
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the  Common  Council,  and  who  shall  respectively  be  distin- 
guished by  the  several  appellations  aforesaid.* 

§  2.  Abrogated  by  second  section  of  ordinance  of  June 
22d,  1842  (9  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  189),  a  portion  of  which  was 
repealed  by  ordinances  subsequently  approved,  viz. :  those 
of  March  22d,  1850,  and  December  9th,  1853.t 

The  following  is  the  form  in  which  the  ordinances  rela- 
tive to  the  Chief  and  Assistant  Engineers  remain  at 
present : 

Ibid.  The  nomination  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  Assistant  En- 

gineer shall  be  made  by  the  firemen,  by  ballot,  at  such 
time  as  the  Common  Council  may  hereafter  appoint,  and 
the  persons  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  the 
respective  offices  shall  be  thereupon  entitled  to  a  nomina- 
tion to  the  Common  Council,  for  appointment  to  such 
offices.  (Ordinance  of  June  22^  1842.) 

Dectioaof     The  nomination  of  the  Assistant  Engineers  of  the  Fire 

Assistant  £>i- 

gineers.  Department  shall  be  made  by  the  Bremen,  by  ballot,  every 
three  years,  and  the  persons  receiving  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  shall  be  respectively,  thereupon,  entitled  to  a 
nomination  to  the  Common  Council,  for  appointment  to 
such  office. 

New  ©lec-     The  Commou  Council  may,  at  their  pleasure,  or  when  a 

tiOD,  how  or-  ^ '  r  ' 

der«d.  new  election  shall  be  asked  for  by  a  majority  of  the  fire- 
men, order  a  new  election  for  one  or  more  of  such  Assist- 
ant Engineers,  and  the  person  or  persons  nominated  at  such 


o  For  tho  Bection  of  ordinance  of  April  28,  1889,  thut  abfogated,  Tide 
p.  206. 

t  For  the  original  section  second  of  ordinance  of  April  28,  1889,  Tide 
pag:e297. 
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new  election  shall,  when  duly  confirmed,  serve  only  for 
and  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  or  terms  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  in  whose  place  or  places  he  or  they  may 
respectively  be  elected.   (Ordinance  of  March  22, 1850.) 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  shall  be  chter^Sgu 
elected  every  three  years  by  the  members  of  the  Fire  De-  "**'• 
partment,  by  ballot,  and  the  person  receiving  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  for  the  oflBce  shall  thereupon  be  entitled 
to  a  nomination  to  the  Common  Council  for  appointment* 

The  election  for  the  selection  of  Chief  Engineer  of  the   ^whwi  to 

^  take  place. 

Fire  Department,  under  this  ordinance,  shall  take  place  on 
the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  February,  1854, 
and  thereafter  every  succeeding  three  years.  (Ord.  Dec. 
9th,  1853.) 

§  3.  This  section*  was  abrogated  by  the  seventh  section 
of  the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  create  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Department  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed  April  11th, 
1849.     (Chap.  383.)     The  section  stands  thusi 

The  Croton  Aqueduct  Board  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  water  par« 
with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  appoint  a  Wa-  p^totment 
ter  Purveyor,  to  be  charged  with  the  superintendence  of 
the  lajring  and  repairing  of  the  water-pipes,  and  the  con- 
struction, repairing,  and  cleansing  of  the  sewers  and  under- 
ground drains.    •    •    • 

^  4.  Abrogated  by  section  four  oif  the  ordinance  of  June  Fowenand 

'  ^  'I  duties  of 

22,  1842  (9  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  190),  a  portion  of  which  has^^f  *^^ 
since  been  repealed  by  the  ordinance  of  May  30,  1849,  sec- 

o  For  the  third  secUpu  of  the  ordinanoe  of  April  23|  1849,  thus  abrogated^ 
ride  p.  29T. 
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tion8  279  to  286,  inclusive,  and  amended  by  ordinances  of 
April  19,  1850,  and  January  4th,  1859.» 

The  ordinances  at  present  in  force,  in  relation  to  duties 
and  powers  of  Chief  Engineer,  are  as  follows  : 

The  Chief  Engineer  shall,  in  all  cases  of  fire,  have  the 
sole  and  absolute  control  and  command  over  all  the  engi- 
neers and  other  persons  connected  with  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  direct 
the  other  engineers  to  take  proper  measures  to  arrange  the 
several  fire-engines  in  the  most  advantageous  manner,  and 
to  cause  them  to  be  duly  worked  for  the  effectual  extin- 
guishment of  fires.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
To  examine  Chief  Engineer  to  examine  twice  in  every  vear  into  the 

apparatus,  *-'  .^     .^ 

a  Id  report,  couditiou  and  number  of  the  fire-engines,  and  other  fire 
apparatus,  and  fire-en^ne  houses,  and  to  report  the  same, 
once  a  year,  to  the  Common  Council,  together  with  the 
names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  the 
respective  associations  to  which  they  belong. 

Firemen'3  (§  4.  Ordinance  of  June  22,  1842.)  And  it  shall  be  the 
*^*  ^'  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  on  the  said  re- 
turns being  presented  by  the  said  Chief  Engineer,  to  the 
Common  Council,  to  correct  the  Register  of  the  firemen, 
in  his  office,  in  accordance  with  said  returns.  (Section  one, 
ordinance  of  April  19th,  1850.)t 

This  bureau  (the  bureau  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the 

«  For  section  four,  ofi  it  originaUy  stood,  vide  ordinance  of  April  23,  1889, 
ante,  p.  297. 

f  In  relation  to  investigation  of  causes  of  fires,  as  referred  to  in  section 
four  of  ordinance  of  June  22,  1842,  the  Legislature,  on  16th  of  April,  1862, 
passed  an  act  for  speedy  investigation  into  the  origin  of  fires  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  and  referring  the  same  to  the  Chief  of  PoUce.  Vide,  ante,  p.  116. 
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Fire  Department),  of  which  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  o^^ee?  ^ 
Department  shall  be  the  chief  officer,  is  charged  with  the  S?  repSi^  ^ 
duty  of  repairing  fire-engines,  hose-carts,  hooks  and  lad-  'P'*"^ 
ders,  hose,  and  other  machines  and  apparatus  for  the  use 
of  the  Fire  Department. 

The  Chief  Enirineer  of  the  Fire  Department  shall  over-    chief  eh. 

^  ^  gineer  losa- 

see  and  superintend  the  repairing  of  fire-engines,  hose- p^JJ*^"*."*: 
carts,  hooks  and  ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines  and^"**"" 
apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department. 

He  shall  make  all  estimates  necessary  to,  or  connected  gi'^fto^' 
with  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  bureau,  when  re-  SS^^Ju- 
quired  by  the  Street  Commissioner. 

Qe  shall,  from  time  to  time,  inspect  the  fire-engines,  j^'^y 
hose-carts,  hooks  and  ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines  I^JJiJtM^ 
and  appiu*atus  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department,   and  JJ^nlSir'* 
shall  report  to  the  Street  Commissioner  any  repairs  which  wventyive 
may  be  required  thereon.    If  the  Street  Commissioner  ap- 
prove thereof,  he  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Common 
Council,  except  that,  when  the  expenditure  shall  not  exceed 
seventy-five  dollars  in  any  one  case,  he  may  direct  the  same 
to  be  done. 

The  Chief  Engineer  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Street    ^^' 
Commissioner,  make  small  repairs  in  the  Corporation  yard, 
to  the  hose  and  hooks  and  ladders  of  the  Fire  Department. 

He  shall  cause  to  be  kept  in  his  bureau  accounts  of  the    ^^^  eb- 

*  ffloeer  to 

time  of  all  persons  to  be  paid  by  wages  for  work,  under  ^Jt^^j^ 
the  supervision  of  his  bureau,  and  of  the  work  upon  which  ^fJJ^* 
they  are  engaged,  and  all  the  other  expenditures  of  his  bu-  ^'**^* 
reau,  and  of  the  expense  of  each  particular  work  or  job, 
with  the  items  thereof. 
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fban  ex      He  shall  examine  and  audit  all  pay-rolls  and  all  accounts 

amlDe  and  *    '' 

w^nte*"p^*-  for  work  done,  or  materials  furnished,  under  the  supervi- 
roite,  *c.  gjQjj  ^^f  jjjg  bureau,  and,  if  found  correct,  shall  certify  them 
in  writing,  and  shall  deliver  them,  with  proper  vouchers, 
to  the  Street  Commissioner ;  and,  in  all  cases  of  contract 
work  under  his  supervision,  he  shall  examine  and  report  to 
the  Street  Commissioner  as  to  the  fulfillment  or  breach  of 
the  contract  therefor;  and  he  shall  certify,  on  every  voucher 
for  payment  thereon,  that  such  payment  is  due,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

gtoS!r'to^     He  shall,  in  all  matters  connected  with  his  bureau,  be 

JSSSofSfthe  under  the  c<Hitrol,  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Street 

miMioner!"*  Commissioucr,  who  may  approve  or  disapprove  all  accounts 

certified  by  him,  and  by  whom  alone  all  requisitions  upon 

the  Comptroller  for  the  payment  thereof  shall  be  made. 

(Ordinance  of  January  4,  1859,  reorganizing  the  Street 
Department,  chap.  3,  art.  8,  sees.  1  to  8,  inclusive.) 

Salary  of     §  5.  This  scctiou,*  iu  relation  to  the  salary  of  the  Chief 

Chief    Engi-         ^  '  ... 

noor.  Engineer,  has  been  amended  at  various  times,  viz. :  by  sec- 
tion seventh  of  ordinance  of  June  22d,  1842  ;  by  resolution 
approved  December  26th,  1844;  by  resolution  approved 
July  8th,  1848  ;  by  resolution  approved  Nov.  10th,  1855, 
and  by  resolution  approved  December  9  th,  1857,  which  last- 
mentioned  resolution  is  now  in  force,  and  stands  thus : 

Resolr^edf  That  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Fire  Department  be  increased  to  five  thousand  dollars  per 
anniun,  such  increase  to  take  effect  from  the  17th  February, 
1857,  when  the  present  incumbent  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  said  office. 

9  For  the  fifth  section  of  the  ordinance  of  April  28, 1889,  vide  ptge  298. 
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§  6.  In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Chief  En-  ^^p^^^ 
gmeer,  the  Senior  Engineer  shall  discharge  the  duties  of 
Chief  Engineer  until  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled.* 

§  7.  Abrogated  by  section  third  of  ordinance  of  June 
22d,  1842  (9  Pro.  C.  C.,pp.  189-90).  Which  section  reads 
thus*: 

Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  either  of  the  offices  "***' 
of  Chief  Engineer  or  Assistant  Engineers,  the  engineers  and 
the  foremen  of  the  fire  companies,  collectively,  shall  have 
power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  call  a  special  election, 
and  designate  the  time  for  holding  the  same,  to  the  end 
that  the  nomination,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  or- 
dinance, may  be  made  to  the  Common  Council  to  supply 
such  vacancy.t 

^  8.  Modified  by  section  fourth  of  the  ordinance  of  July 
16th,  1839,  and  reads  thus  : 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  or  the  Senior    ^J^ 
Engineer,  to  certify,  under  his  hand,  to  the  Common  Coun-  ^*7oS^* 
cil,  the  name  or  names  of  the  persons  who  shall,  from  time  JS^to^t!'*' 
to  time,  be  nominated,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this 
ordinance,  for  the  respective  offices  for  which  they  may  be 
nominated,  to  the  end  that,  if  approved  of  by  the  Common 
Council,  they  may  be  appointed4 

§  9.  This  section,  which  further  prescribed  the  duties  of  ^^*^^ 

Deer. 

o  Ordinance  of  April  23, 1839,  ante,  p.  298. 

f  The  original  section  of  the  ordinance  of  April  23,  1839,  thus  abrogated, 
win  be  found,  ante,  p.  298. 

X  For  the  original  text  of  this  section,  vide  ordinance  of  April  23d,  1889, 
ante,  p.  298. 
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the  Chief  Engineer,  was  virtually  abrogated  by  section 
fourth  of  ordinances  of  June  22,  1842  (9  Pro.  C,  C.  190), 
a  portion  of  which  has  since  been  repealed.  Vide  section 
fourth,  ante,  p.  339.* 

Sale  of  old     ^10.  Abrogated  by  section  fifth  of  ordinance  of  June  22, 

6ngiDefl,  etc.  o  .^ 

1842  (9  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  191),  which  has  since  been  amended, 
and  at  present  stands  thus : 

The  Chief  Engineer,t  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Fire  Department,!  is  authorized  to  sell,  for 
cash,  any  old  and  condemned  fire  engines  and  hose  deposit- 
ed at  the  public  yard,  and  shall  pay  the  money  received 
for  such  engines  or  hose,  when  sold,  to  the  city  treasurer, 
and  deposit  the  receipt  for  such  money  with  the  Comp- 
troUer.^ 

Bills  ap.       §  11.  This  section,  which  directs  bills  for  expenditures 
Committee   to  bc  approved  by  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  was 
partment.     abrogated  by  Chap.  4,  Art.  3,  title  6,  Part  2,  of  ordinance 
of  May  30,  1849  (17  Pro.  C.  C,  pp.  87-9),  and  by  the  or- 
dinance reorganizing  the  Street  Department,  passed  Janu- 
ary 4,  1859,  which  will  be  found  on  page  404.|| 

vcTor'*^'^*     ^  ^^'  '^^®  Water  Purveyor  shall,  before  entering  upon 

0  For  ninth  section  of  the  ordinance  of  April  28, 1889,  thus  abrogated,  ride 
p.  299. 

t  The  words  *•  Chief  Engineer"  were  substituted  for  *' Superintendent  of 
Buildings,"  as  contained  in  the  text  orlginallj,  by  resolution  approved  June 
18,  1846  (14  P.  C.  C,  p.  19). 

J  Name  of  Committee  altered,  February  10,  1846. 

§  For  the  original  section  tenth  of  ordinance  of  April  28d,  1839,  vide  p.  299. 

1  For  the  eleyenth  section  of  the  ordinance  of  April  28,  1839,  thus  abro* 
gated,  vide  p.  299. 
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the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirm- 
ation, well  and  faithfiilly  to  perform  the  said  duties.* 

§  13.  This  section  w^  abrogated  by  the  376th  section  ^^^ 
of  the  ordmance  of  May  30,  1849  (17  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  115), 
which  stands  thus  :t 

The  Water  Purveyor  shall,  before  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  execute  a  bond  to  the  Corporation, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  Copip- 
troUer,  in  the  penal  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  condi- 
tioned for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  dutie»  of  his 
office. 

§  14.  This  section  in  relation  to  the  Water  Purveyor's   water  Par- 
salary  was  abrogated  by  resolution  of  July  21,  1849  (17  'y- 
Pro.  C.  C,  p.  251),  which  reads  as  follows  :f 

Resolvedy  That  the  salary  of  the  Water  Register,  in  the 
Croton  Aqueduct  Department  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
fixed  at  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ;  that 
the  salary  of  the  Deputy  Water  Register,  in  the  Croton 
Aqueduct  Department  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  fixed  at 
one  thousand  dollars  per  annum ;  that  the  salary  of  the  watorPur- 
Water  Purveyor,  in  the  Bureau  of  Pipes  and  Sewers,  be,  ry. 
and  the  same  is  hereby  fixed  at  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum. 

%  15.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Water  Purveyor  to     Dutk»  of 
take  charge  of  the.  public  reservoirs  and  establishments  for  veyor. 

o  Ordinance  of  April  23,  1839,  page  800. 

t  For  the  18th  section  of  the  ordinance  of  April  23,  1839,  thus  abrogated. 
Tide  page  800. 

X  For  the  14th  section  of  the  ordinance  of  April  23,  1889,  thus  abrogated, 
Tide  page  800. 
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water  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  and  to  see  that  the 
same,  and  all  the  apparatus  and  machinery  belonging 
thereto,  and  all  the  public  hydrants,  are  kept  in  good 
order.*  • 

§  16.  Abrogated  by  section  fourth,  title  4,  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  September  7,  1842  (10  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  41),  which 
section  stands  thus  :t 

as  to**^p^^;     ^  ^*  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  *^®  ^^*y  ^^  *^®  Superintendent  and 
'^^'  Water  Purveyor  to  lay  down  all  the  distributing  pipes,  hy- 

drants, and  stop-cocks,  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  and  Croton  Aqueduct  Board ;  to  examine  into, 
and  to  report  to  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board,  all  applica- 
tions for  water,  and  generally  to  do  all  such  duty  as  may 
be  assigned  to  them ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Water 
flr^  *'^*'  Purveyor  to  attend  all  fires  that  may  happen  in  the  city  5 
to  provide  against  all  unnecessary  waste  of  water,  and  see 
that  all  hydrants  are  closed  at  the  termination  of  each  con- 
flagration. 

Duties  of  §  17,  18,  19,  20.  Repealed  by  section  second,  title  4,  of 
vcyor.  an  ordinance  to  organize  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Depart- 
ment, passed  August  6,  1840  (8  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  36),  which 
will  be  found  ante,  under  its  proper  date.f 
Fireward-  §  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  and  30,  all  abro- 
gated by  various  acts  of  the  Legislature,  passed  since  the 
approval  of  the  ordinance  of  April  23,  1839.^ 

o  Ordinance  of  April  23, 1889,  page  800. 

f  For  the  original  section  sixteen  of  the  ordinance  of  ^ril  23,  1839,  Tide 
p.  800. 

X  For  the  sections  thus  repealed,  as  they  stood  in  ordinance  of  April  23, 
1839,  vide  pp.  300,  301. 

§  For  the  original  sections  of  the  ordinance  of  April  23, 1839,  thus  »fafo> 
gated,  vide  pp.  801,  305. 
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The  laws  now  in  force  relative  to  Fire  Wardens  are  as 
follows,  and  will  be  found  in  the  acts  passed  March  7, 
1849,  chap.  84 ;  March  29,  1850,  chap,  120,  and  February 
19,  1856,  and  will  be  found  ante,  under  their  appropriate 
dates: 

(^  28  of  act  of  March  7,  1849,  amended  by  section  first, 
chap.  120,  Laws  of  1850.)  The  duties  and  powers  that 
were  by  law  conferred  upon  the  Fire  Wardens  in  the  City 
of  New  York,  prior  to  the  passage  of  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  police  of 
the  city  of  New  York,"  passed  May  7, 1844,  as  well  as  the 
duties  and  powers  of  the  Fire  Wardens,  conferred  upon 
the  police  by  the  said  act,  and  by  the  act  to  amend  the 
same,  passed  May  13,  1846,  are  hereby  conferred  and  im- 
posed upon  the  officers  to  be  appointed  as  hereinafter  in 
this  section  mentioned,  who  shall  be  known  and  desig- 
nated by  the  name  of  the  Fire  Wardens  of  the  city  of  New 
York. 

That  such  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  twelve  in  number,  and  ^^  »p- 
diall  be  selected  from  the  firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
exempt  by  law  from  duty  at  the  time  of  such  selection, 
whether  then  in  active  duty  or  not ;  and  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Common  Council,  upon  the  nominations  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by  them  for  that 
purpose. 

That  the  said  Fire  Wardens  shall,  within  ten  days  after  rtM!******" 
their  appointment,  be  classified  into  three  classes  (four  in 
each  class),  by  lot,  to  be  drawn  by  the  president  of  the 
said  Fire  Department,  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  notified  to 
said  Fire  Wardens,  and  a  certificate  of  such  drawing  and 
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classification  shall  be  signed  by  such  president,  vice-presi- 
dent, or  trustee,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York.  The  classes  shall  be  re- 
spectively numbered  one,  two  and  three,  according  to  the 
term  of  service  of  each.  Class  one  shall  serve  one  year ; 
class  two  shall  serve  two  years ;  class  three  shall  serve 
three  years,  and  until  their  successors  in  office  shall  be  ap- 
pointed. The  first  nomination  and  appointment  of  twelve 
Fire  Wardens  shall  be  made  as  soon  after  the  passage  of 
this  act  as  practicable  ;  and  thereafter  the  nomination  and 
appoiDtment,  in  place  of  those  whose  term  of  office  shall 
expire,  shall  be  made  annually,  on  or  about  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April,  in  each  succeeding  year ;  the  term  of 
office  of  said  Fire  Wardens,  who  shall  be  first  appointed  as 
aforesaid,  shall  end  as  follows :  class  one,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April,  1851 ;  class  two,  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  April,  1852  ;  and  class  three,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
April,  1853,  and  until  their  successors  in  office  shall  be 
appointed  as  aforesaid. 

vacanciM,      AH  vacaucics,  happening  during  any  term  or  terms  of 
^       *    office,  shall  be  filled,  as  often  as  they  shall  occur,  by  a  like 
nomination  and  appointment. 

{^  29,  of  Law  of  March  7th,  1849,  amended  by  section 
two,  of  Laws  of  1850,  chap.  120,  and  by  Act  of  February 
19,  1856.) 

Thef  are  It  shall  also  bc  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  re- 
to^touuiMi'  spectively,  to  inquire  and  examine  into  any  and  every  vio- 
for  the  pre  latiou  of  auv  of  the  provisions  of  the  acts  heretofore  passed 

reDiiOQ  of  "^  -^  .  * 

^^'  for  the  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  of 
the  several  acts  amending  or  modifjdng  the  same,  or  in  ad- 
dition thereto,  or  extending  the  fire  limits  in  said  city,  and 
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of  this  act ;  and  it  shall  also  be  the  dutj  of  the  said  Fire 
Wardens,  respectively,  to  give,  or  cause  to  be  given,  a  no- 
tice, in  writing,  signed  by  at  least  one  of  them,  to  the 
owner  and  builder,  respectively,  of  any  such  dwelling-house, 
store,  store-house,  building,  ash-hole,  ash-house,  wooden 
shed,  wooden  building,  or  frame  building  in  said  city,  which 
shall,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  erected,  built,  raised, 
altered,  enlarged,  or  built  upon,  or  removed  from  one  lot  to 
another,  or  which  shall,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  in 
the  course  of  erection,  building,  raising,  altering,  enlarging, 
or  being  built  upon,  or  being  removed  from  one  lot  to 
another,  in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  acts,  or 
of  any  of  them,  mentioned  or  referred  to  in  this  section,  or 
of  this  act,  requiring  such  cause  of  violation  to  be  removed 
within  ten  days  after  service  of  such  notice ;  such  service 
shall  be  made  by  leaving  such  notice  with  any  person  of 
suitable  age,  at  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house, 
building,  ash-house,  ash-hole,  wooden  shed,  wooden  build- 
ing, or  frame  building,  or  by  posting  the  same  in  a  con- 
spicuous place  on  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house, 
building,  ash-hole,  ash-house,  wooden  shed,  wooden  build- 
ing, or  frame  building. 

It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  respect-  Mostattend 
.  ively,  to  report  to  the  said  Chief  Engineer  the  location  of,  ^^' 
and  the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  any  building  con- 
structed, or  in  course  of  construction,  deemed  unsafe ;  and 
also  to  report,  as  aforesaid,  all  cases  where  goods  shall  be 
improperly  stored  in  any  building,  so  as  to  hazard  the  lives 
of  firemen,  or  where  such  goods  shall  be  too  heavily  laden 
in  a  building,  or  where  any  building  shall,  firom  any  cause, 
have  become  unsafe. 

It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  Fire  Wardens,  respect- 
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ively,  to  attend  all  fires  in  the  fire  districts,  respectiyely, 
to  which  they  may  be  allotted,  and  to.  wear  at  such  fires 
Are  ^  ^^  *^®  usual  fire-cap>  the  words  "  Fire  Warden "  and  the 
number  of  such  district  conspicuously  painted  thereon,  in 
white,  on  a  black  ground. 

Report  an-     That  the  Said  Fire  Wardens  shall  report  all  their  pro- 

noally  to  the  •  jt  jr 

S™ir  ceedings,  and  such  facts  and  information  as  they  shall 
acquire  in  respect  to  the  subject  matter  of  their  duties,  to 
the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  to  the 
said  representatives,  annually,  on  or  before  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April,  and  oftener,  if  required  so  to  do. 

Their  office.  That  the  said  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  provided  by  the 
Common  Council  of  said  city  witH  an  office,  and  with 
necessary  fuel  and  stationery  for  the  same ;  which  office 
shall  be  kept  open  daily,  Sundays  and  holidays  excepted, 
from  8  o'clock,  a.  m.,  until  5  o'clock,  p.  m. 

apric  to     That  said  Common  Council  shall,  upon  the  nomination 

Fir©    Ward-  ^  ■•• 

«^-  of  a  majority  of  said  Fire  Wardens,  appoint  a  suitable  per^ 

son  as  clerk  to  said  Fire  Wardens,  at  a  salary  not  exceed- 
ing eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  subject  to  removal 
at  any  time  by  the  Common  Council,  upon  the  request  of 
a  majority  of  the  Fire  Wardens,  for  incapacity  or  neglect 
of  duty  prescribed  to  him  by  said  Fire  Wardens ;  and 
upon  any  such  removal,  another  clerk  shall,  upon  like 
nomination,  be  appointed  as  aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  clerk  to  attend  at  such  office  during  said 
office  hours.    (Act  of  February  19,  1866,  p.  126.) 

Rtmovia.       The  Common  Council,  at  the  request  of  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  representatives  of  the  said  Fire 
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Department,  may  remove  any  of  said  Fire  Wardens  from 
office,  for  incapacity  or  neglect  of  duty. 

(§  32  of  the  act  of  March  7,  1849,  was  amended  by  the 
third  section  of  the  law  of  1860.) 

The  said  Fire  Wardens  shall  have  power  to  make  such   nreward- 
by-laws  for  their  own  government  as  shall  not  be  contrary 
to  law,  or  to  the  ordinances  of  the  Corporation  of  the  said 
city,  and  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  said  representatives. 

(^  33  of  act  of  March  7,  1849,  amended  by  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  of  March  29,  1850,  aforesaid,  which  was 
again  Amended  by  section  1,  chap.  542,  of  laws  of  1853.) 

The  compensation  of  said  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  fixed 
by  the  Conunon  Council  of  said  city  of  New  York,  at  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  apnum  to  each  Fire  War- 
den ;  and  shall,  as  well  as  the  salary  of  said  clerk  and  the 
rent  of  said  office,  and  the  expense  of  fuel  and  stationery, 
be  paid  by  the  Comptroller  of  said  city,  by  warrants, 
quarterly ;  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York  shall  have  power  to  raise,  by  tax,  a 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  same. 

Amount  of  salary  confirmed  by  the  Common  Council  on 
the  3d  of  October,  1853,  by  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedf  That  the  annual  compensation  to  be  paid  to  ^JSST  ^ 
the  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  SSS^^ 
per  annum  each,  to  take  effect  from  the  passage  of  said  act  ^'™^"' 
by  the  Legislature. 

^  31.  The  firemen  shall  be  divided  into  companies,  to 
consist  of  as  many  members  as  the  Common  Council  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  direct,  to  attend  to  the  fire-engines,  hy- 
drants, hose-wagons,  and  hooks  and  ladders  belonging,  or 
that  may  hereafter  belong,  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city, 
28 
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or  to  such  hydrants,  fire-engines,  hose-wagons,  and  hooks 
and  ladders,  as  the  Common  Council  shall  direct ;  and  each 
of  the  companies  shall,  and  may  choose,  out  of  their  own 
number,  a  foreman,  assistant,  and  clerk,  in  such  a  manner, 
and  at  such  times  as  they  think  proper ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
flrtmML^  ^  ^^*y  of  the  said  firemen,  as  often  as  any  fire  shall  break  out 
in  the  said  city,  .to  repair,  immediately  upon  the  alarm 
thereof,  to  their  respective  engines,  hose-wagons,  hooks  and 
ladders,  and  convey  them  to  or  near  the  place  where  such 
fire  shall  happen,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  Chief  or 
other  Engineer ;  and  there,  in  conformity  with  the  direc- 
tions given  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  or  other  Engineers,  to 
work  and  manage  the  said  engines,  or  apparatus,  and  im- 
plements, with  all  their  skill  and  power ;  and  when  the  fire 
is  extinguished,  they  shall  not  remove  therefix>m  but  by 
the  direction  of  an  engineer ;  and  on  such  direction  they 
shall  return  their  respective  hose-wagons,  hooks  and  lad- 
ders, engines  and  apparatus,  well  washed  and  cleansed,  to 
their  several  places  of  deposit.  If  any  fireman  shall  neglect 
to  attend  to  any  fire  as  aforesaid,  or  leave  his  fire-engine  or 
other  apparatus,  while  at  any  fire,  without  permission,  <Nr 
shall  neglect  to  do  his  duty  on  such  occasion,  without  rea- 
sonable excuse,  he  shall,  for  every  default,  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  three  dollars ;  and  may,  on  request  of  the  com- 
pany to  which  he  belongs,  be  removed  from  his  station  as 
fireman.* 

^^^^^     ^  32.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  and  every  fire  com- 
whMiwith    pany,  in  going  to,  or  returning  from  any  fire,  or  alarm  of 
fire,  or  removing  their  apparatus  from  their  respective 
places  of  deposit,  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Chief  or  other 
Engineer.! 

o  Oidinaiioe  of  April  28, 1889,  p.  806. 
t  OidiDance  of  April  28, 1889,  p.  807. 
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^  33.  And  in  case  any  foreman  or  assistant  foreman,  or   Ptnaityibr 

.  dlaobedlence 

any  other  fireman  having  charge  of  any  fire  company,  dis- 
obeying or  refusing  to  obey  any  order  of  direction  given 
by  the  Chief  Engineer,  he  shall,  for  such  offense,  be  sus- 
pended or  expelled  from  the  Fire  Department.* 

^  34,  35,  36,  37,   and  38,  repealed  by  an  ordinance    Keep  ap- 
passed  August  6,  1841  (9  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  43),  and  which  «<»« 
will  be  found  under  its  proper  date.t 

§  39.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  members  of  the  Fire       pbi^om 

not    flremeii 

Department,  as  well  as  those  who  are  hired  for  the  pur-no^tohMdie 
poses  above-mentioned,  to  prevent  all  persons  not  belong- 
ing to  the  department  from  entering  any  house,  or  hand- 
ling any  apparatus  belonging  to  the  department.^ 

^  40.  Abrogated  by  section  eighth  of  ordinance  of 
June  22d,  1842  (9  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  191),  which  is  as  fol- 
lows:^ 

No  fire-engine,  nor  hook  and  ladder  truck,  nor  hose-cart      Ranning 
shall,  in  going  to  or  returning  from  any  fire,  or  at  any  on  eidewBik 
other  time,  be  run,  driven,  wheeled  or  placed  upon  any 
sidewalk,  except  by  the  special  order  of  one  of  the  engi- 
neers, under  the  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  each 

o  Tliis  section,  as  it  stood  in  ordinance  of  AprU  23, 1S89  (for  which  see  p. 
807),  ma  amended  hy  ordinance  of  March  6th,  1840  (7  Pro.  C.  C,  pp.  124, 
125),  so  aa  to  read  in  the  text  by  inserting  the  words  "  suspended  or,"  in 
the  last  line. 

t  For  the  sections  of  the  ordinance  of  April  28, 1889,  thus  repealed,  Tide 
pp.  807  and  SOs! 

X  Ordinance  of  April  28d,  1889,  ante,  p.  809. 

In  this  connection,  vide  ako  sections  1,  2,  and  6  of  ordinance  approved 
Vaidi  29th,  1858,  pp.  899  and  400. 

§  For  the  original  section  40  of  ordinance  of  AprU  28, 1889,  yidep.  809. 
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offense,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid  by  every  person  aiding  or 
assisting  in,  or  consenting  to  the  violation  of  any  one  of 
the  provisions  of  this  section ;  to  be  recovered  by  the  Air 
tomey  of  the  Common  Council,  for  the  use  of  the  Corpo- 
ration ;  and  also,  under  the  further  penalty  of  the  exfxA- 
sion  of  the  foreman  and  assistant-foreman,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  company. 

For  the  more  perfect  enforcement  of  this  section,  the 
following  resolution  was  approved  May  8th,  1846 : 

Resolved^  That  the  policemen  and  watchmen  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  Chief  Engineer  all  fire  companies  found 
violating  the  ordinance  relative  to  running  fire  apparatus 
on  the  sidewalk,  together,  when  practicable,  with  the 
name  of  the  officer  or  member  in  command. 

The  following  resolution,  which  only  reiterates  the  fore- 
going section  of  the  ordinance  of  1842,  was  approved  Hay 
17th,  1863  (9  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  216) : 

Resolvedj  ThAt  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  notify  the  foremaa 
of  each  and  every  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  com- 
pany, that  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  the  running 
of  any  engine,  hose-carriage,  or  hook  and  ladder  truck  ^on 
the  sidewalk,  unless  ordered  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  or  an 
assistant  engineer,  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  caoae  to 
disband  such  engine,  hose,  or  hook  or  ladder  company. 

Apptntu,     ^  41.  No  such  fire-engine,  hook  and  ladder,  or  hose-cart, 

Ac,  not  to        '  o        '  > 

Jjjjjn»jjjJ  during  any  fire  in  this  city,  or  any  report  of  fire,  or  at  any 
^ISilai'to"''  time,  \mder  any  pretense  whatever,  shall  be  taken  or  re- 
SS^pi^  moved  out  of  its  house,  unless  the  foreman  or  assistant- 
^  *  foreman,  or  at  least  two  of  the  firemen  of  the  company  to 

which  the  same  shall  belong,  shall  be  present  and  consent 
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theretOi  under  the  penalty  of  ten  doUart  for  every  such   vnaiij. 
ofienfle,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid  by,  and  recovered  from  any 
and  every  person  aiding  and  assisting  in,  or  consenting  to 
the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  section.* 

^  42.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  eninneers,  and  Datjorai- 

/.  /.  1./.  /.  gineert.etc., 

of  every  foreman  and  assistant-foreman  of  every  fire  com-  U^J^f*^***" 
pany,  to  report  all  violations  of  this  ordinance  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department.! 

^  43.  Abrogated  by  the  460th  section  of  the  ordinance 
of  May  30th,  1849  (17  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  135),  which  is  as 
follows :  I 

The  Chief  Engineer  may  take  any  engine,  hook  and 
ladder  or  hose  truck,  from  any  company  to  which  it  is 
assigned,  and  place  the  same  in  the  public  yard,  or  assign 
it  to  another  company,  and  shall  forthwith  report  the  same 
to  the  Common  Council  for  their  action. 

^44.  Abrogated  by  section  461  of  the  ordinance  of 
May  30th,  1849  (17  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  136),  which  is  as 
follows  :§ 


All  firemen  attached  to  a  company  whose  engine,  hook  ordering 
and  ladder,  or  hose  truck  shall  have  been  ordered  to  the  p^^ucyard. 
public  yard  by  reason  of  an  insufficient  complement  of 

«  Oidinanoe  of  April  23, 1889,  p.  809. 
t  Oidinaxice  of  April  28, 1889,  p.  810. 

Vide,  Also,  in  this  connection,  sections  11  and  12  of  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
latore  passed  March  29, 1855,  p.  122. 

X  For  the  original  Bection  forty-three  of  the  ordinance  of  April  28, 1889, 
ride  p.  810. 

S  For  the  original  section  forty-four  of  the  ordinance  of  April  28d,  1889, 
ride  p.  810. 
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men  to  manage  the  same,  shall  be  attached,  by  tiie  CSiief 
Engineer,  to  any  other  company,  to  be  designated  by  sach 
firemen ;  or,  if  they  refuse  to  designate  another  company, 
the  Chief  Engineer  shall  report  such  refusal  to  the  Common 
Council,  for  their  action. 

No  engine      ^  45.  No  firc-enirine  shall  be  let  out  for  hire,  or  lent  in 

to  be  hired,         ^  i. 

unless,  &c.  m^y  ease,  without  permission  from  the  Aldennan  and 
Councilmen  of  the  ward  wherein  it  is  wanted  to  be  used, 
and  the  Chief  Engineer ;  in  default  thereof,  the  firemen 
so  ofiending  shall  be  removed  from  the  Fire  Department* 

Fireman'B     ^  46.  Whenever  any  fireman  is  appointed  to  supply  any 

certlflcate  of        '  .  -x     i.    n  u  ^-     j    x     j.  ii  xi_ 

Appointment  vacsucy  m  any  company,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  call  on  tiie 
Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department  and  procure  a  certificate, 
within  one  month  from  the  date  of  his  appointment,  speci- 
fying the  name  and  number  of  the  company  to  which  such 
fireman  shall  be  elected ;  and  any  fireman,  after  being  re- 

Ro^iection.  elected,  shall  obtain  a  new  certificate,  as  aforesaid ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  certify,  on  every 
return,  whether  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  company,  f 

Expulsion.  ^  47.  Abrogated  by  sections  462-3-4  of  the  ordinance 
of  May  30th,  1849  (17  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  135),  and  by  sections 
10  and  11  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  March  29, 
1855,  which  are  as  follows  :  t 

Applicants  ^ 

persons.  It  shall  bc  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire 

Department  to  present  to  said  Commissioners  (the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Fire  Department)  the  names  of  all 
persons  applying  to  be  volimteer  firemen,   and   of  all 

o  Ordinanoe  of  April  23d,  1889^  ante,  p.  810. 
f  Ordinance  of  April  2dd,  IBSd,  ante,  p.  810. 

X  For  the  original  section  forty-seven  of  the  ordinance  of  April  28d,  1S89, 
Tide  p.  811. 
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persons  expelled  or  resigned  from  Hie  Department ;  and, 
on  the  same  being  duly  investigated  and  determined  by 
them,  they  shall  certify  the  result  of  action  to  the  Chief 
Engineer,  who  shall  thereupon  return  the  same  to  the 
Common  Council  for  their  approval. 

The  said  Commissioners  shall  have  cognizance  of  all  gtooS""'^ 
complamts  against  volunteer  firemen,  for  riotous  or  dis-  SSJ?<?^ 
orderly  conduct  at  fires,  or  alarms  of  fire ;  or  for  violation  SSISSl*'** 
of  any  of  the  State  or  city  laws  respecting  the  firemen  of 
the  city  of  New  York ;  they  shall  diligently  inquire  into 
the  same,  and  if  the  parties  so  charged  shall  be  proved 
guilty,  the  said  Commissioners  are  hereby  empowered  to 
suspend  or  remove  such  firemen,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Common  Council.    (Act  of  March  29, 1855,  sees.  10  and 
11,  vide  p.  122.) 

When  a  report  shall  be  made  to  the  Common   Coxmcil,  ^  ^JJJJ£? 
'  as  provided  in  the  last  two  sections,  it  shall  not  be  finally  ^' 
acted  upon  by  them,  until  it  shall  have  been  referred  to  a 
Committee,  to  ascertain  and  report  the  facts,  with  a  full 
opportunity  to  the  party  complained  of  to  be  heard  in  his 
defense.     (Ord.  of  May  30,  1849,  sec.  464.) 

§  48.  In  order  that  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,     Bcm  ai- 
Engineers,  and  Fire  Wardens  may  be  more  readily  distin-  JJJJ^iT'iSi 
guishedat  fires,  the  Mayor, Recorder,  Aldermen, and  Coun-  J^TaJiibli 
cilmen*  shall  severally  bear,  on  those  occasions,  a  wand  2j|"*>«»'^- 
with  a  gilded  flame  at  the  top ;  and  each  of  the  engineers 
shall  wear  a  leathern  cap,  painted  white,  with  a  gilded 
front  thereto,  and  a  fire-engine  blazoned  thereon,  and  shall 
also  carry  a  speaking-trumpet,  painted  black,  with  the 

o  The  origiiud  text  reads  "Afldstants ;"  the  amended  charter  of  April  12th, 
1853,  diaoged  the  name  to  "Coandlmen." 
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words  <*  CMef  Engineer,"  "  Engineer  No.  1,"  as  the  case 
may  be,  in  white,  which  shall  also  be  painted  on  their  caps 
respectiyely.* 

Qjpi  of  §49.  The  foremen  of  engine  companies,  and  the  fire- 
men, shall,  when  on  duty,  wear  leathern  caps  in  the  form 
heretofore  used ;  and  the  said  caps  shall  be  painted  and 
distinguished  in  the  manner  following,  viz. :  the  cap  of  each 
foreman  shall  be  painted  black,  with  a  white  frontispiece, 
and  the  word  *^  Foreman,"  with  the  initials  of  the  name  of 
the  foreman,  and  the  number  of  the  engine  to  which  he  be- 
longs, painted  thereon,  in  black;  the  cap  of  each  fireman 
shall  be  pamted  black,  with  the  initials  of  the  name  of  the 
fireman,  and  the  number  of  the  engine  to  which  he  belongs, 
painted  in  front  thereof,  in  white ;  the  foreman  of  each  d 
the  hook  and  ladder  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted 
black,  with  a  white  frontispiece,  and  the  word  "  Foreman," 
and  the  initials  of  his  name,  and  the  number  of  the  com- 
pany to  which  he  belongs,  and  a  hook  and  ladder  painted 
thereon,  in  black  ;  and  each  member  of  the  hook  and  ladder 
companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  the  initials 
of  hii  name,  and  the  number  of  the  company  to  which  he 
belongs,  with  a  hook  and  ladder  painted  in  front  thereon, 
in  white;  and  each  foreman  of  the  fire  hose  companies 
shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  black,  with  a  white  frontispiece, 
and  the  word  '^  Foreman,"  and  the  initials  of  his  name,  and 
the  min^ber  of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  and  a 
coil  of  hose  painted  thereon,  in  black ;  and  each  member 
of  the  said  fire  hose  companies  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted 

o  Onlinanoe  of  April  28, 1889,  vide  p.  811.  The  remainder  of  this  wctkn 
refen  to  the  cap  to  be  worn  by  the  Fire-wardens  on  oooaaion  of  fire. 
For  the  law  at  present  in  force,  as  to  caps  worn  by  Fire-wardens,  rids  p.  4X1^ 
which  also  gires  in  detail  the  duties  of  said  officers. 
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Uaok,  w^  ^^  initials  of  his  name  and  the  number  of  ihe 
company  to  which  he  belongs,  with  a  coil  of  hose  painted 
thereon,  in  white;  and  the  assistant  to  each  req>ectiye 
company  shall  wear  a  cap,  painted  in  the  same  manner  as 
that  of  the  foreman  of  the  company,  with  the  word  **  As- 
sistant," in  lieu  of  the  word  *•  Foreman."  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  to  the  Common 
Council  the  name  of  every  person  who  shall  neglect  or  re- 
fuse to  comply  with  the  foregoing  requisitions,  which  said 
person  shall  thereupon  be  removed  from  his  oflSce.* 

Section  first  of  an  ordinance  passed  June  14th,  1855,  as 
amended  by  the  ordinance  of  July  10th,  1856,  and  again 
by  the  ordinance  of  June  27th,  1859,  makes  it  obligatory 
on  every  member  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  on  exempt 
members  when  on  duty,  or  at  fires,  to  wear  the  leathern  cap 
or  abadge,  as  prescribed,  under  the  penalty  of  suspension  or 
expulsion  of  any  fireman,  or  a  fine  of  not  les^than  twenty- 
five  nor  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  imprison- 
ment for  not  less  than  ten  days,  for  every  exempt  fireman 
neglecting  or  refusing  so  to  do.  (Vide  ordinance  of  June 
27,  1869,  p.  411.) 

^  50.  The  names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  members  of    AUerm«B 

and  CboDcU- 

the  Common  Council,  Engineers,  Fire  Wardens,  and  fore-  »«,    fit* 
men  of  the  respective  companies,  and  bell-ringers,  shall,  SjJJJSJiS* 
annually,  in  the  month  of  June,  be  printed,  and  set  up  in  ^o^^^itbt 
the  several  police  stationst  by  the  City  Inspector ;  and  ^^  *^*^ 
whenever  any  fire  shall  happen  in  the  night,  the  police- 

•  Ordlnanoe  of  Apxil  28d,  1889,  ante,  p.  811. 

t  The  act,  passed  by  the  Legislature  May  7th,  1844,  chap.  815,  entitied 
"An  act  for  the  Establishment  and  Begulation  of  the  Police  of  the  City  of 
Kew  York,"  abolished  the  Watdi  department,  and  established  a  day  and 
nigbi  PoUce. 
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men*  shall  give  notice  to  each  of  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council,  Engineers,  Fire  Wardeas,  foremen,  and 
bell-ringers  within  their  respective  police  districts  ;t  and  it 
shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  every  poUceman,  upon  tiie 
breaking  out  of  any  fire,  to  alarm  the  citizens  by  crying 
Fire,  and  mentioning  the  street  where  it  may  be,  so  that 
the  firemen  and  citizens  may  thereby  be  directed  where  to 
repair ;  and  if  any  policeman  shall  neglect  so  to  do,  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  dollar;  and  if  it  shall 
happen  that  a  chimney  only  shall  be  on  fire,  either  by  day 
or  by  night,  the  fire-bell  at  the  City  Hall,  and  bells  of  the 
several  churches  in  this  city,  shall  not  be-rung ;  but  only 
on  occasions  where  a  building  shall  be  proclaiined  to  be 
on  fire ;  and  it  is  enjoined  on  the  occupants  to  place  a 
lighted  candle  at  the  windows  of  their  respective  buildr 
ings,  when  fire  may  happen  at  night,  in  order  that  the 
citizens  may  pito  along  the  streets  with  the  greater  safety. 

Beu-ring-  ^  ^h  ^^9  ond  53,  repealed  by  the  ordinance  of  October 
16th,  1853  (21  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  438),  which  was  amended  by 
the  ordinance  of  December  31,  1853 ;  for  present  laws 
as  to  bell-ringers,  vide,  post,  under  proper  date4 

The  sections  in  relation  to  bell-ringers,  their  pay  and  du- 
ties as  now  in  force,  are  as  follows : 

Appoint.  TliG  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York  shall  appoint  three 
persons  to  act  as  bell-riogers  at  each  of  the  different  alarm 
districts  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Such  persons  shall  be 
selected  from  among  the  exempt  firemen  of  the  city. 

o  For  further  duties  of  the  Police,  in  case  of  fire,  vide  ordinance  of  June 
27th,  1859,  pp.  414,  416. 

t  For  the  original  text,  vide  ordhiance  of  April  28, 1839,  pp.  812,  318. 

X  The  original  sections  51,  52,  and  58,  thus  repealed,  wiU  be  found  osi 
pp.  818,  814. 


en. 
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The  bell-ringers  bo  appointed  shall  receive,  as  remuner-   piy. 
ation  for  their  services,  the  sum  of  six*  hundred  dollars 
each  per  annum,  and  shall  be  subject  to  removal,  by  the 
Mayor,  for  misdemeanor  or  negligence  of  duty.  (Ordinance 
of  October  16th,  1863.) 

The  Comptroller  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  ibid. 
pay  the  salaries  to  the  bell-ringers  appointed  in  accordance 
with  the  directions  of  section  one  of  this  ordinance  (which 
section  increased  the  pay  to  six  hundred  dollars),  out  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department.  (Ordinance  of 
December  dlst,  1863.) 

{Note. — The  stations  for  bell-ringers  at  present  are,  at 
City  Hall  Park,  Marion  street  bell-tower,  Macdougal  street 
bell-tower,  Essex  and  Union  Market  bell-towers,  the  bell- 
tower  in  Twenty-second  street,  the  bell-tower  in  Thirty- 
third  street,  the  bell-tower  at  Mount  Morris,  at  the  York- 
ville  bell-tower,  and  at  the  Post  OflSce.] 

^  64.  Upon  the  happening  of  any  fire,  the  several  police    pbuca  sta- 
stationt  and  market  bells  shall  be  rung,  and  also  all  other  n^tbeus, 
alarm  bells ;  and  the  same  shall  be  done  when  any  one 
alarm  bell  shall  ring,  and  the  riogiug  thereof  shall  be  con- 
tinued until  the  ringing  of  the  district  bell  shall  be  stopped.}: 

o  The  ordinance,  aa  approved  October  15th,  1853,  made  the  salary  five 
hundred  dollars,  hat  was  subsequently  amended  so  as  to  read  as  in  the  text, 
Tide  ordinance  of  December  Slst,  1868. 

f  The  original  text  read  "  watch-hoiue,"  but  the  same  is  altered  to  con- 
form to  the  act  of  the  legislature  passed  May  7  th,  1844,  establishing  a  Police 
Department. 

X  This  section  stands  as  it  did  in  ordinance  of  April  28d,  1889,  ante,  p. 
274,  excepting  that  by  a  resolution  passed  August  8th,  1840  (8  Pro.  C.  C,  p. 
41),  it  was  amended  by  striking  out,  hi  the  fifth  Une,  the  words  **  City  HaU 
beU,"  and  inserting  '*  District  bell." 
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pmaitjfor     ^56  and  66.  These  sections,  in  relation  to  penalty  for 

beu-rin«eri.  neglect  of  bell-rfngers,  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  ihe 

same,  were  repealed  by  the  ordinance  of  October  5tfa,  1853 

(21  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  438),  and  which  will  be  found  under  its 

proper  date.*    (Vide  sections  51-2-3.) 

u^SmSlS  ^^^*  ^^  section  relative  to  the  removal  of  policemen, 
SJr^^SS  to  *^y  ^^  Captain,  for  neglect  to  give  alarm  of  fire,  is  virtu- 
jiye  aiarmof  ^jjy  abrogated  by  the  act  passed  the  Legislature  April  13th, 

1853,  which  confines  the  power  of  removal  to  a  Board  of 

Commis8ioners.t 

to^itSJd^     ^58.  This  section,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  marshals 
^^'         and  constables  to  attend  at  fires,  with  their  staves  of  office, 
&c.,  was  abrogated  by  the  acts  passed  May  7th,  1844,  and 
May  13th,  1844,  abolishing  the  watch  department  and  of- 
fice of  marshal,  and  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed 
Police  to  April  13th,  1853,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  police  to  repair 
tires.         to  the  scene  of  conflagration,  for.the  preservation  of  prop- 
erty and  the  maintenance  of  order.   {Vide  p.  117.) f 

chhnneys.        ^59.  If  any  chimney,  stove-pipe,  or  flue,  within  this  city, 

shall  take  fire,  the  occupant  of  the  house  to  which  such 

peoAitiee.     chimney,  stove-pipe,  or  flue  appertains,  shall  forfeit  and 

Ckrpentert,  pay  fivC  doUarS.^ 
kc.j    to   se. 

core  Bhav-  ^^q^  ^|j  carpcntcrs,  or  others,  making  or  using  shav- 
ings, shall,  respectively,  at  the  close  of  each  day,  cause  the 
same  to  be  securely  stowed,  in  some  safe  place,  remote 

^  For  the  Bections  of  the  ordinanoe  of  April  28d,  1S89,  thus  repealed,  mit 
p.  814. 
f  For  this  section,  as  it  stood  in  ordinance  of  April  28d,  1889,  vide  p.  814. 

X  For  this  section,  as  it  stood  in  ordinance  of  April  23d,  1889,  vide  p.  815. 

§  Ordinance  of  April  28d,  1889,  p.  815. 
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from  danger  by  means  of  fire,  under  the  penalty  of  five 
dollars  for  each  omission  so  to  do.* 

^61.  No  person  shall  kindle,  nor  furnish  the  materials  ^JJJj^*"*'^ 
for  any  fire,  nor  in  any  way  authorize  or  allow  any  fire  to 
be  made  in  any  street,  road,  or  lane,  or  on  any  pier  or  bulk- 
head, in  this  city,  except  for  the  purpose  of  boiling,  tar, 
which  fire  shall  not  be  more  than  six  feet  from  the  bulk- 
head or  end  of  the  pi6r,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars 
for  every  such  offense.t 

§62.  No  person  shall  have,  put,  or  keep  any  hay  or  ^Jj^  "d 
straw,  uncovered,  in  any  stack  or  pile,  or  in  any  other  way  •<»*>«  p^«**- 
exposed,  within  one  hundred  yards  of  any  building,  to  the 
southward  of  Fourteenth  street,  or  shall  have,  put,  or  keep, 
to  the  southward  of  said  line,  any  hay,  straw,  hemp,  flax, 
shavings,  or  rushes,  in  any  building  not  built  of  stone  or 
brick,  and  covered  with  tile  or  slate,  or  other  fire-proof  ma- 
terials, which  is,  or  shall  be  within  ten  feet  of  any  dwelling- 
house  or  chimney  whatsoever,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  for  every  such  ofiense,  and  the  further  penalty 
of  ten  dollars  for  every  twenty-four  hours  the  same  shall 
so  remain  after  a  printed  or  written  notice  shall  be  given 
to  the  owner,  or  person  having  charge  thereof,  by  any  Fire 
Warden  to  remove  the  same.^ 

§  63.  No  owner  or  occupant  of  any  stable  within  this 


city,  or  any  person  in  the  emplojrment  of  such  owner  or  oMd     m 
occupant,  shall  use  therein  any  lighted  candle  or  lamp, 
except  the  same  shall  be  securely  kept  within  a  lantern, 
under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  such  ofiense.^ 


o  Ordinance  of  April  23d,  1889,  p.  816. 
t  Ordinance  of  April  28d,  1889,  p.  815. 
i  Ordinances  of  April  28d,  1839,  p.  816. 
§  OrdinanceB  of  April  28, 1839,  p.  816. 
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F^oAitiM,  ^  64.  All  the  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed  by 
priated.  this  law,  On  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  for  not 
attending  to  fires,  shall,  when  received,  be  paid  to  the 
treasurers  of  the  respective  companies  aforesaid,  in  which 
the  delinquencies  may  happen,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
said  companies  ;  and  all  the  other  fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
feitures, imposed  by  this  law,  shall,  when  recovered,  be 
paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  "  Fire  Department  of  the 
City  of  New  York,"  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said 
Fire  Department.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall,  annually,  on 
the  second  Monday  of  December,  in  each  year,  report  to 
the  Common  Council  the  amount  of  the  sums  which  may 
be  received  by  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  the  application  thereof.* 

hJ*^*?!  ^  65.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Fire  Department  of  the 
^^^'  City  of  New  York,  and  for  the  respective  companies  before 
mentioned,*or  persons  duly  authorized  by  them,  to  receive, 
sue  for,  and  recover,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Alderm^i, 
and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York,  all  the  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  hereby  imposed,  and  appropria- 
ted for  their  respective  uses,  as  aforesaid,  except  the 
penalty  mentioned  in  the  fortieth  section  of  this  law.t 

Doi  ^to*b!     ^  6^'  No  person  shall  be  elected  a  fireman  until  he  shall 

m^onton  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  and  it  shall  be 

•ge.^^**"     the  duty  of  the  foremen  of  the  respective  fire  companies, 

when  they  report  to  the  Chief  Engineer  the  names  of  the 

persons  elected  firemen,  to  certify  that  the  persons  so 

elected  are  at  least  twenty-one  years  of  age4 

o  OrdinanoeB  of  April  23, 1889,  p.  817. 
t  Ordinmce  of  April  28, 1889,  p.  817. 
t  Ordinanoe  of  April  28, 1889,  p.  817. 
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The  following  resolution,  approved  October  11th,  1854, 
will  show  the  present  qaalifieations  necessary  for  election 
as  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Resolvedj  That  all  persons  who  may,  in  future,  be  elected 
to  fill  vacancies  in  fire  companies,  shall  present  to  the  office 
of  the  Chief  Engineer  a  certificate  of  such  election,  signed 
by  the  foreman  and  secretary  of  the  company  in  which  he 
has  been  elected,  and  that  said  candidate,  before  the  ibid. 
Chief  Engineer  presents  his  name  to  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers,* shall  make  affidavit  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  is  twenty-one  years  of  age,  that  it  his  intention  to 
perform  active  duty  as  a  fireman  in  the  company  in  which 
his  name  is  enrolled,  and  that  he  will  promote  subordina- 
tion in  the  department. 

§  67.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  cortuiato. 
Council  to  furnish  the  certificates  required  to  be  furnished 
to  the  firemen,  without  fee  or  reward.t 

§  68.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  Mayor  to  see  ^SS?/'^ 
that  this  ordinance  ia  carried  into  full  efiect4 

§  69.  Nothing  contained  in  this  ordinance  shall  deprive  oJSSS"  ^ 
the  Conmion  Coimcil  of  the  power  to  repeal  or  alter  the  SJSSS*'  J!a 
same  at  any  time  they  may  think  proper.  >  *™ 

§  70.  All  laws  or  parts  of  laws  relating  to  the  New  York  ^^  ""^^ 

^  The  resolution  read  '*  Common  Comidl,"  and  the  alteration  in  the  text 
Ss  made  to  conform  to  the  law  of  1856,  establishing  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
miffionen. 

fOrdfaiance  of  April  28d,  1889,  ante,  p.  817. 

i  Ordinance  of  AprU  28d,  1889,  ante,  p.  817. 

§  Ordinance  of  AprU  28d,  1889,  ante,  p.  817. 
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lire  Department,  heretofore  passed  by  the  Common  Conn- 
cily  are  hereby  declared  to  be  repeded.* 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  the  laws  and  ordmancei  now  w 
force  relative  to  fires  and  the  Fire  Department  in  the  city  of 
New  York. 

Passed  July  16, 1839. 

The  Mayor  J   Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
YorJci  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  fi)llaws : 

cS^^^  ^  1  wid  2.  These  sections,  in  relation  to  the  election  of 
Chief  Engineer  and  Assistant  Engineers,  were  virtually 
abrogated  by  sections  one  and  two  of  the  ordinance  of  June 
22d,  1842,  and  by  ordinances  of  March  22d,  1850.  and  of 
December  9th,  1863,  Vide  section  two  of  the  revision  of 
the  ordinance  of  April  23d,  1839,  p.  420.t 

vtcttcy.  ^  3^  Tjjig  gection,  in  relation  to  vacancy  in  the  oflSce  of 
Chief  Engineer  or  Assistant  Engineer,  was  abrogated  by 
section  three  of  ordinance  of  June  22d,  1842,  Vide  section 
seven  of  revision  of  ordinance  of  April  23d,  1839,  p.  4254 

^  4.  This  section,  as  to  duty  of  Chief  Engineer  to  certify 
elections,  modifies  section  eight  of  ordinance  of  April  28d, 
1839.    Vide  p.  425. 

•lectKJ.*"  ^  ^*  ^^^  engineers,  and  the  foremen  and  assistant  fore- 
men of  the  fire  companies,  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall 

e  Ordinance  of  April  28d,  1839,  p.  817. 

t  The  original  sections  of  the  ordinance  of  Jtily  16, 18S9,  thus  abrogated, 
win  be  found  on  pp.  818,  819. 

X  For  the  original  section  of  ordinance  of  July  16, 1889,  thus  abrogated, 
Tide  p.  819. 
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be  their  duty,  to  establish  and  provide  regulations,  for  hold- 
ing and  conducting  the  elections  authorized  to  be  held  by 
this  ordinance,  and  rules  for  testing  the  qualifications  of 
electors  thereat.* 


ttedio  vote. 


^  6.  Every  fireman,  whose  appointment  as  a  member  of 
the  Fire  Department  shall  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
Common  Council  three  months  next  preceding  the  nomin- 
ation at  which  he  may  offer  to  vote,  pursuant  to  this  ordi- 
nance, and  shall  then  be,  and  for  the  last  three  months  shall 
have  been  an  acting  and  actual  member  of  the  Fire 
Department,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  upon  such 
nomination.f 

^  7.  This  section,  amending  section  ten  of  the  ordinance  ehMo^.^ 
of  May  9,  1838,  in  relation  to  repairing  and  constructing  tkA  to  re- 
fire  apparatus,  has  been  repealed  by  the  ordinance  of  Janu-  ooMtwcting 
ary  4,  1859,  reorganizing  the  Street  Department,  chap.  1,  ^' 
sec.  1,  and  chap.  3,  art.  8,  sections  1-11  (which  will  be 
found  on  pages  404  and  406  to  408,  also  hereafter  follow- 
ing.)* 

%  8.  This  section,  in  relation  to  the  salary  of  the  Chief  chief  oigi- 
Engineer,  has  been  amended  at  simdry  times.    Vide  revis- 
ion of  ordinance  of  April  23,  1839,  section  five,  p.  424.^ 

^  9.  This  section  repeals  sections  two,  five,  seven,  eight,  JSS^^i 
nine,  ten  and  eleven  of  the  ordinance  of  May  7th,  1838,  ^ 

•  Ordinanoe  of  July  16th,  1889,  ante,  p.  819. 

t  Ordinanoe  of  July  16th,  1889,  ante,  p.  820. 

{The  original  section  of  the  ordinanoe  of  June  16th,  1889,  thus  abrogated, 
will  be  found  ante,  p.  820. 

§  The  original  section  of  the  otdlnanoe  of  July  16th,  1839,  thus  amended, 
will  be  found  ante,  p.  820. 
29 
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Dotsabject   with  their  subsequent  amendments,  alterations  and  re- 

to  this  wvl-  ^ 

■ton.  enactments.* 

§  10,  All  laws  or  parts  of  laws,  so  far  as  they  conflict 
with  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby 
repealed.t 

%  11.  This  section,  as  to  first  nomination  of  Chief  Engi- 
neer and  Assistant  Engineers,  was  abrogated  by  ordinance 
of  December  9th,  1863.  Vide  revision  of  the  ordinance  of 
April  23,  1839,  sec.  2,  p.  421.^ 

§  12.  Nothing  contained  in  this  ordinance  shall  deprive 
the  Common  Council  of  the  power  to  repeal  or  alter  the 
same  at  any  time  they  think  proper.^ 


Expenses  of  Election  of  Engineers  of  Fire  Department. 
Passed  November  19th,  1840. 

Resolved^  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  is  hereby  directed 
to  pay  no  bills  of  expenses  of  any  future  election  for  engi- 
neers of  the  Fire  Department,  including  advertising,  in- 
spectors' expenses,  room-hire,  stationery,  &c.,  which  shall 
exceed  twenty-five  dollars. 


Resolution  relative  to  Volunteers, 
Passed    November  10th,  1841. 
Resolved,  That  the  practice  of  permitting  volunteer  asso- 

•  The  original  section  of  this  ordinance  of  July  16th,  1839,  wm  be  fomid 
ante,  p.  820. 

t  Ordinance  of  Juiy  16, 1889,  ante,  p.  820. 

X  The  original  section  of  ordinance  of  July  16,  1889,  wiU  be  found  ante, 
p.  820. 
§  Ordinance  of  Jaly  16,  1839,  p.  321. 
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• 

ciations  io  assume  the  garb  of  firemen,  and  to  mingle  in 
the  daties  thereof,  is  not  only  in  open  and  direct  violation 
of  the  ordinances  of  the  Common  Council,  but  calculated, 
in  its  results,  to  demoralize  the  character  of  our  youth,  and 
bring  reproach  upon  the  department  by  the  riotous  and  dis- 
orderly conduct  in  \?hich  they  are  so  often  engaged ;  and 
that  the  officers  and  members  of  each  company  be  desired, 
forthwith,  to  disband  all  associations  of  volunteers,  and  voiantewf. 
upon  no  occasion  to  suffer  or  permit  them  to  have  access 
to  the  public  property ;  and  all  magistrates,  watchmen, 
and  public  officers  are  hereby  requested  to  prevent  the 
congregating  of  all  boys  around  or  in  the  vicinity  of  en- 
gine, hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  houses,  to  the  end  that 
members  of  the  Fire  Department  may  be  recognized  as 
such,  and  be  held  responsible  for  all  deviations  from  the 
path  of  duty,  and  the  requirements  of  the  ordinances  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Also,  vide  section  nine  of  ordinance  of  June  22d,  1842, 
p.  33G,  and  section  one  of  ordinance  of  March  29,  1858,  p. 
399. 


Namb«r  of 
fire  districts. 


AN  ORDINANCE  for  dividing  the  city  of  New  York  into 
three  Fire  Districts. 

Passed  April  28th,  1842. 

This  ordinance  was  mostly  abrogated  by  the  ordinance 
passed  November  25th,  1850,  dividing  the  city  into  eight 
fire  districts,  regulating  the  ringing  of  the  district  bells,    striking  or 
and  designating  the  districts  in  which  the  various  engine, 
hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies  shall  be  required  to  ^SJf*2!ln^ 
do  duty.    (For  the  ordinance  of  1850,  vide  ante,  p.  362.)*  STdSy"**" 

o  For  Ihe  ordinance  of  April  28th,  1842,  thus  abrogated,  yide  ante,  p.  881 
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The  following  resolution,  however,  suffixed  to  the  ordi- 
nance, is  in  full  force  as  herein  modified : 

Reiolvedf  That  no  fire  company  shall  remove  their  appa- 
ratus out  of  the  districts  designated,  in  case  of  fire,  or  an 
alarm  of  fire,  under  the  penalty  of  being  subject  to  expul- 
sion or  suspension  from  the  Fire  Department,  unless  they 
shall  be  permitted  so  to  do  by  the  Chief  or  one  of  the  As- 
sistant Engineers,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  give  the 
necessary  signal,  which  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  con- 
stant ringing  of  the  alarm  bell  in  the  district  in  which  the 
fire  is,  when  the  whole  department  shall  proceed  to  the 
scene  of  conflagration. 


General 
alarm. 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  and  alter  chapter  16  of  the  Re- 
vised  Ordinances^  entitled  "  Of  fires  and  the  Fire  Depart^ 
tnenty^^  passed  April  23,  1839,  and  also  an  ordinance  entitled 
**An  ordinance  to  amend  and  alter  the  laws  and  ordinances 
now  inforccj  relative  to  fires  and  the  Fire  Department  rf  the 
City  of  New  York:* 

Passed  June  22d,  1842. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  a^  follows : 

^  1.  This  section  was  amended  by  the  ordinances  of  Janu- 
ary 5th,  1850,  June  18th,  1850,  and  May  6th,  1856,  and 
also  by  the  Act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  March  29th, 
1850,  section  1.  Vide  section  1,  revision  of  the  ordinance 
of  April  23d,  1839,  ante  p.  419,* 

<>  This  secUon,  At  it  ftood  in  the  ordixianoe  of  June  22, 1S42,  wUl  be  foond 
on  page  888. 
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^  2.  For  this  section,  as  it  at  present  stands,  in  relation 
to  election  of  Chief  Engineer  and  Assistant  Engineers,  vide 
section  2  of  revision  of  ordinance  of  April  23,  1839,  p. 
420-» 

§  3.  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  either  of  the  ho?JSpiS[ 
offices  of  Chief  Engineer,  or  Assistant  Engineers,  the  engi- 
neers and  the  foremen  of  the  fire  companies,  collectively, 
shall  have  power  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  call  a  special 
election,  and  designate  the  time  for  holding  the  same,  to 
the  end  that  a  nomination,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
this  ordinance,  may  be  made  to  the  Common  Council,  to 
supply  such  vacancy.t 

^  4.  A  portion  of  this  section  has  been  repealed.    For  cbM^!S!^ 
the  section  as  it  now  stands,  vide  section  four  of  revision  ^^'' 
of  ordinance  of  April  23,  1839,  p.  4214 

§  5.  This  section,  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  old  and  con-  enJiUfeS? 
demned  engines,  &c.,  was  amended,  and  will  be  found,  as 
amended,  in  section  ten  of  revision  of  ordinance  of  April 
23,  1839,  p.  426.^ 

^  6.  This  section,  as  to  taking  engines  from  companies,  gi^from^' 
was  virtually  abrogated  by  the  460th  section  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  May  30th,  1849.    (Vide  section  forty-three  of 
revision  of  ordinance  of  April  23,  1839,  p.  437 .)|| 

o  For  this  section,  as  it  originally  stood  in  the  ordinance  of  June  22d, 
1842,  Tide  page  S38. 

t  Ordinance  of  June  22d,  1842,  ante,  p.  884. 

X  The  original  section  of  the  ordinance  of  June  22d,  1842,  will  be  ioond 
ante,  p.  884. 

§  For  the  original  section  of  the  ordinance  of  June  22d,  1842,  ride  ante, 
p.  885. 

|{  The  original  section  of  the  ordinance  of  June  22d,  1842,  wiU  be  found 
ante,  p.  885. 
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^jjfi^of  ^  7.  This  section,  as  amended  at  intervals,  will  be  found 
in  section  five  of  the  revision  of  ordinance  of  April  23, 
1839,  p.  424-* 

%^^^        ^  ®*  ^^^  *^®  ^^  ^^  *^®  Common  Council  in  relation  to 
on  Bidewaut.  jm^ning  apparatus  on  the  side-walks,  vide  section  forty  of 
the  revision  of  ordinance  of  April  23,  1839,  p.  435.f 

prSibli^"  ^  ^'  ^^  ^^y®  ^^  other  persons,  known  as  volunteers, 
shall  be  permitted  to  assume  the  garb  of  firemen,  have  ac- 
cess to  any  of  the  places  of  deposit  of  the  fire  engines, 
hose,  hooks  and  ladders,  or  other  apparatus  of  the  Fire 
Department,  or  run  as  members  with  any  such  engine, 
hose  cart,  or  hook  and  ladder  truck,  or  form  any  associa- 
tion similar,  in  any  way,  to  those  now  known  as  "  Volun- 
teer Associations,"  and  any  fire  company  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  which  shall  consent  to  any  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  shall  be  forthwith  disbanded. 
(Also,  vide  resolution  of  November  10th,  1841,  and  sec- 
tions 1  and  2  of  ordinance  of  March  29th,  1858,  p.  399.)| 

§  10.  This  section  is  amended  by  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature passed  March  29, 1855,  section  11  (giving  the  entire 
cognizance  of  all  complaints  against  firemen  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Fire  Department,  for  which  see  page 
Broaches  of  122) — and  uow  reads  as  follows :  That  in  case  of  any 
bo^r^todL  breach  of  the  peace,  or  other  violation  of  good  order,  on 
the  part  of  any  of  the  firemen,  while  on  duty,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  oflScer  in  command,  for  the  time  being, 
forthwith  to  report  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  so 

0  For  the  original  section  of  the  ordinance  of  June  22d,  184?,  yidep.  88& 
t  The  original  section  of  the  ordinance  of  Jane  22d,  1842,  wlU  be  found 

ante,  p.  886. 

1  Ordinance  of  June  22d,  1842,  ante,  p.  886. 
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ofiending  to  the  Fire  Commissioners,  and,  in  case  of  his 
neglect  to  do  so,  he  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the 
same.* 

^  11.  It  shall  be  the  especial  duty  of  the  foreman  and  foremL^d 
assistant  foreman  of  each  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  lad-  foremen. 
der  company  to  see  that  the  preceding  sections  of  this  or- 
dinance are  fully  and  strictly  enforced,  so  far  as  regards 
the  company  to  which  such  foreman  or  assistant  foreman 
may  be  attached ;  and  if  either  or  both  of  them  aid  or 
consent  to  the  violation  of  the  provisions  of  such  section, 
they,  or  either  of  them,  so  offending,  shall  be  immediately 
expelled  from  the  department,  t 

§  12.  This  section,  in  relation  to  the  number  of  men  al-  mST*^^ 
lowed  to  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies,  was 
amended  on  the  18th  June,  1846,  and  on  the  8th  of  March, 
1853,  and  also  on  the  10th  November,  1864 ;  which  last 
resolution  was  further  amended  by  resolutions  of  January 
6th  and  7th,  1867,  and  now  reads  as  follows : 

Resolvedf  That  the  complement  of  men  allowed  the 
different  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies, 
shall  be  as  follows,  viz. : 

First  class  engines 70  men. 

Second  "         "       60     " 

Third     "         "       60     " 

Hose  companies 30    " 

Hook  and  ladder  companies 60     " 

Hydrant  companies  to  remain  as  they  now  are,  and  the 
Chief  Engineer  is  hereby  directed  not  to  receive  any  more 

o  For  section  lOih  of  ordixianoe  of  June  22d,  1842,  ante,  p.  886. 
t  Ordinance  of  22d  June,  1812,  ante,  p.  886. 
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returns  of  members  elected  in  the  various  fire  companies, 
until  the  membership  of  each  conforms  to  the  before-men- 
tioned standard.  * 

ehief  and        ^  13.  TMs  soctiou,  as  to  first  nomination  of  officers,  wss 

aatiataQt 

abrogated  bj  the  ordinance  of  December  9th,  1853.  (Vide 
the  last  paragraph  of  revision  of  section  two  of*  ordinance 
of  April  23,  1839,  ante,  p.  421.)  t 

^  14.  This  section,  in  relation  to  denomination  of  engine 
and  other  fire  companies,  has  been  frequently  amended. 
For  a  complete  list  of  all  fire  companies  at  present  exist* 
ing,  vide  Appendix,  t 

JSSSH!^      §  ^^*  ^^  ordinances,  or  parts  of  ordinances,  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  repealed. 


other  fire 


OBDINANCE  to  amend  an  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  Water 
Worhi  of  the  City  of  New  Torkj  passed  September  7, 
1842. 

Passed  April  13th,  1843. 

Section  one  of  this  ordinance  was  amended  by  the  ordi- 
nance passed  December  9th,  1847,  and  now  reads  as  fol- 
lows : 

^  1.  No  person  or  persons,  except  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 


•  For  original  Bection  12  of  ordinance  of  June  22d,  1842,  vide  p.  887. 
t  For  original  section  18  of  ordinance  of  Jane  22d,  1842,  ride  p.  887. 
I  For  Motion  14  of  ordinance  of  June  22d,  1842,  Tide  p.  887. 
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and  Councilmen*  of  the  respective  districts  shall,  with- ^Jf J^^JJ»*» 
out  previous  permission,  in  writing,  from  the  Croton  ****"**• 
Aqueduct  Board,  unscrew  or  open  any  hydrant  belonging 
or  attached  to  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Works,  except  for  the 
extinguishment  of  fires  (except  in  cases  of  fires  in  the  neigh- 
borhood), nor  shall  leave  said  fire-hydrant  open  for  a  longer 
time  than  ^hall  be  limited  in  said  permission,  nor  shall  use 
the  water  for  other  purposes  than  may  be  mentioned  in 
said  permission,  under  the  penalty  of  not  less  than  five 
dollars,  or  more  than  twenty-five  dollars,  for  each  ofiense, 
ih  the  discretion  of  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  com- 
plaint shall  be  made.t 

(The  remaining  sections  do  not  immediately  refer  to  the 
Fire  Department.) 


Change  of  name  of  "  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water"  to  that 
of  "  Committee  on  Fire  Department." 

Resolvedy  That  the  name  and  style  of  the  "  Committee  on  ^^^^ 
Fire  and  Water"  be  changed  to  the  "  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department." 

Approved  February  10th,  1846. 


o  In  the  original,  the  reading  was,  "  AssifitantB  of  the  respectiye  wards ;" 
the  Charter  of  April  12th,  1868,  changed  the  word  "  Assistant"  to  "  Conn- 
Gilmon/'  and  that  of  April  14,  1857,  made  the  Aldermen  and  Conndlmen 
electiye  from  the  present  Aldermanie  and  Senatorial  JKaCrtefo.  The  text  is 
made  to  oonf orm  to  these  ehanges. 


t  For  the  ordinance  of  April  18th,  1848,  vide  p.  844. 
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AN  ORDINANCE. 

The  MayoVf  Aldermen  and   Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
Yorkf  in  Common  Council  convened  f  do  ordain  as  follows: 

Duties  of       ^  ].  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  foremen  and  secretaries 

foremen  and         *  •' 

cMBpSl«i^°^  of  the  several  fire  companies  of  said  city  to  make  an  annual 
return  of  the  members  of  their  respective  companies  to  the 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  as  heretofore; 
such  returns  shall,  however,  be  made  under  the  oath  of 
the  foreman  and  secretary,  that  the  persons  therein  named 
as  members  of  their  respective  companies  are  actual  and 
active  members  thereof.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  on  the  said  returns  bemg 
Fire  regis-  presented  by  the  said  Chief  Engineer  to  the  Common 
Council,  to  correct  the  Register  of  the  Firemen,  in  his 
office,  in  accordance  with  said  returns. 

§  2.  All  ordinances,  or  parts  of  ordinances,  inconsistent 
herewith,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  April  19th,  1850. 


AN  ORDINANCE  prescribing  the  duties  of  Policemen  incases 

of  fires. 

Passed  February  18,  1852. 

The  Mayor y  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
Yorkf  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain cu follows: 

Duty  of         ^  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  policemen  on  duty, 

•iwTnrfflre.  whencvor  an  alarm  of  fire  shall  be  raised  during  the  night, 

to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  several  firemen  residing  within 

their  respective  beats,  at  their  places  of  residence,  who,  in 
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accordance  with  the  fire  regulations,  ought  to  turn  out  on 
occasion  of  such  alarm. 

^  2.  Each  fireman  shall  deliver,  to  the  Captain  of  Police  ^^^^ 
for  the  district  in  which  he  shall  reside,  a  statement  of  his  JJuSSS!^ 
name  and  place  of  residence,  and  the  Captains  of  Police 
shall  furnish  the  several  policemen  under  their  charge  with 
the  names  and  residences  of  firemen  residing  within  the  ^ 

respective  beats  of  such  policemen ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  policemen  to  notify  all  such  persons,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  section  one  of  this  ordinance. 

§  3.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


Resolution  as  to  returns  of  companies  prior  to  location. 
Approved  March  31,  1855. 

Resolved^  That  the  Chief  Engineer  is  hereby  instructed  0^^"^ 
not  to  receive  the  returns  of  any  persons  who  may  here-  J^i^Siet 
afler  be  organized  as  a  fire  company  until  the  said  com- 
pany is  provided  with  a  location  and  apparatus  by  the 
Common  Council,  and  to  date  the  said  returns  to  the 
Common  Council  for  confirmation  from  the  time  the  said 
company  is  fully  ready  to  perform  active  fire  duty. 


Resolution  as  to  amount  of  hose  to  be  carried  by  a  company. 

Approved  May  7,  1855. 

Resolved^  That  hereafter  all  hose  companies  shall  carry  not  ,^,^^^^  ^ 
less  than  nine  lengths  of  hose,  and  the  Chief  Engineer  is  ^'^"^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


460  CITT  ORDINANCES. 

hereby  directed  to  notify  all  hose  companies  to  comply 
with  this  resolution  immediately  after  the  passage  thereoL 


AN  ORDINANCE>r  the  letter  regulation  of  the  Firemen  (f 
^  the  city  of  New  York. 

Passed  June  14, 1866. 

The  Mayory  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
Yorky  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as  foUowi : 

§  1.*  This  section  was  amended  by  the  ordinance  of 
July  10,  1856,  and  again  by  the  ordinance  of  June  27, 
1869,  and  now  reads  as  follows  : 

Firemento     All  mcmbcrs  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department,  and  all 

wear  fire- 

^1^  such  exempt  members  as  are  authorized  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Fire  Department,  shall,  hereafter,  when  on 
duty  as  firemen,  or  at  fires,  wear  the  leathern  cap,  as 
heretofore  used,  or  a  badge,  as  hereinafter  provided,  which 
said  badge  shall  be  worn  in  a  plain,  conspicuous  manner, 
on  the  breast,  and  shall  be  worn  and  visible  during  the 
whole  time  that  such  member,  or  exempt  member,  shall 
remain  at  the  fire ;  and  any  fireman  neglecting  or  refusing 
to  wear  his  badge,  as  above  specified,  shall  be  subject  to 
suspension  or  expulsion  from  the  Department ;  and  any 
exempt  fireman,  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  shall  be  subject 
to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  over  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  and  imprisonment  not  less  than  ten  days; 
and  all  fines  so  collected  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Fire  Department  Fund. 

^  For  section  fint  of  ordinaQoe  of  June  14, 1866,  wti  pago  877. 
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^  2.*  This  section  is  amended  by  section  two  of  the  ordi 
nance  of  June  27th,  1859  {vide  page  411)9and  now  reads: 

The  badge  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section  shall  be 
made  of  Prince's  metal,  bearing  the  letters  "  N.  Y.  F.  D.,"  JSgi 
and  each  badge  shall  bear  a  distinct  number  in  raised 
figures  thereon,  of  white  metal,  the  same  to  represent  the 
number  of  each  company,  and  also  a  register  number,  in 
small  figures,  stamped  thereon ;  and  the  badge  to  be  worn 
by  exempt  firemen,  as  provided  for  in  section  third  of  this 
ordinance,  shall  be  composed  of  white  metal,  with  the 
figures  thereon  of  Prince's  metal,  but  in  all  other  respects 
to  conform  to  the  badge  herein  described  for  the  use  of  the 
active  members  of  the  department ;  said  badges  shall  be 
struck  from  dies,  which  shall  be  exclusively  the  property 
of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  shall 
be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  Common 
Council ;  and  all  of  such  badges  shall  be  numbered  as 
the  Conmiissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department 
may  direct. 

^  3.t  This  section  was  altered  by  section  first  of  ordi- 
nance of  December  28,  1855  {vide  p.  382),  but  by  section 
third  of  the  ordinance  of  Jane  27,  1859  {vide  p.  412),  it 
was  restored  to  its  original  reading,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  said  badges  shall  be  deposited  with  the  Commission-    swigw  to 
crs  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department,  who  shall  have  jr*^  ^^. 


sole  charge  of  the  distribution  of  the  same ;  and  it  shall  gj/y^ 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  keep  a  register  of  SUt?*^*' 
the  names  of  all  persons  who  now  are,  or  who  may  here- 

•  For  lection  two  of  ordinance  of  June  14, 1856,  wU  p.  877. 
t  For  section  tbree  of  ordinance  of  Jane  14, 1866,  vide  p.  878. 
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after  become,  members  of  the  New  York  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  of  the  number  of  the  company  to  which  said 
persons  are  attached ;  and  also  of  the  names  of  such  ex- 
empt firemen  as  may,  in  writing,  be  permitted  by  the  said 
Commissioners  to  wear  the  badges  aforesaid,  and  of  the 
number  of  the  badge  delivered  to  each  of  said  firemen,  or 
exempt  firemen. 

'^  4.*  Was  amended  by  section  second  of  the  ordinance 
pass(*d  December  2S,  1855  (vide  p.  383),  and  again  by 
section  fourth  of  the  ordinance  of  June  27,  1859  (vide  p. 
412),  and  now  reads  : 

Badges  to      It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  New 

be  delivered  •^ 

exmirftre.  York  Firc  Department  to  deliver  to  each  fireman  one  of 
"^"-  the  badges  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  Commissioners  shall 

also  deliver  one  of  the  aforesaid  badges  to  each  of  such 
exempt  firemen  as  may,  by  virtue  of  section  16,  of  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  entitled,  "An 
act  for  tlio  better  regulation  of  the  firemen  in  the  city  of 
Now  York,"  passed  March  29th,  1S55,  be  permitted  by 
the  said  Commissioners  to  wear  the  same. 

§  6.f  This  section  was  amended  by  section  third  of  the 
ordinance  of  December  28,  1S55  (vide  p.  383),  and  again 
by  section  fifth  of  ordinance  passed  June  27,  1859  (vide 
p.  413),  and,  as  amended,  reads : 

Badges  to     The  badircs  herein  mentioned  shall   bo  the  exclusive 

be  the  ozclii-  ^ 

oMhe  ciTy  *^  property  of  the  city  of  New  York ;  and  when  any  mem- 
ber shall  resign,  or  be  suspended  or  expelled  therefrom,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  foreman  and  secretary  of  the  com- 

o  For  the  orifi:inal  section  4,  of  ordinance  of  June  14,  1855,  ride  p.  878. 
t  For  the  original  section  5,  of  ordinance  of  June  14, 1865,  ride  p.  878. 
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pany  to  which  such  member  was  attached  to  make  a  re- 
turn of  such  suspension,  expulsion,  or  resignation,  forth- 
with, to  the  Chief  Engineer,  together  with  the  badge  for- 
merly worn  by  such  member,  and  the  Chief  Engineer  shall 
report  weekly  to  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  the  names 
of  such  members  of  the  Fire  Department  as  shall  have  re- 
signed, or  been  suspended,  or  expelled  therefrom  since  his 
last  report,  and  shall,  with  said  report,  return  to  the  said 
Commissioners  the  badges  worn  by  such  members. 

§  6.*  Was  amended  by  section  six  of  the  ordinance  of 
Jane  27th,  1859  (vide  p.  413),  and,  as  amended,  reads : 

If  the  foreman  and  secretary  of  any  company,  or  either  ^  ^J^g^ 
of  them,  shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
preceding  section,  in  relation  to  the  return  of  badges,  no 
return  of  members  elected  by  such  company  shall  be  re- 
ceived therefrom,  unless  good  and  satisfactory  cause  shall 
be  shown  to  the  Commissioners  why  said  badges  are  not 
returned ;  and  should  any  member  of  the  Fire  Department 
lose  his  badge,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  report  said  loss  with- 
in two  weeks,  to  the  said  Commissioners,  and  it  shall  be 
their  duty  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and,  unless  they  are  satisfied  that  such  loss  was  without 
&ult  on  the  part  of  said  member,  they  shall  have  power  to 
suspend  or  expel  said  member  from  the  department,  in  their 
discretion,  but  should  the  loss  be  satisfistctorily  accounted 
for  to  the  said  Conmiissioners,  then  they  shall  grant  a  new 
badge  to  said  member,  who  shall  pay  one  dollar  upon 
receiving  the  same,  as  a  penalty  for  said  loss  (which  money 
shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fire  Department  Fund, 
by  said  Commissioners,  they  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same), 

o  For  the  original  section  6,  of  ordinance  of  Jane  14, 1855,  vide  p.  879. 
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and  any  member  of  the  department  not  complying  with 
the  above  provision  shall  be  expelled* 

§  ?.•  Was  amended  by  section  7th  of  ordinance  passed 
June  27th,  1859  (vide  p.  414),  and,  as  amended,  reads: 

Exampt        Every  exempt  fireman  receiving  a  badge  shall  have  the 

Bton'to  luSj^a  permission  to  wcar  the  same  renewed  some  time  during 

wt^d'MiHa.  *^^  month  of  May,  in  each  year,  otherwise  such  permission 

•uyinitoy.  ^j^^jj  y^^  deemed  revoked,  and  the  said  Commissioners  may 

at  any  time  revoke  any  permission  so  granted  by  them, 

but  in  case  such  permission  is  not  renewed,  or  is  revoked, 

it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  exempt  fireman  to  restore  the 

badge,  previously  worn  by  him,  to  the  said  ConmiiBsionerB. 

^  8.f  Amended  by  section  ninth  of  ordinance  of  June 
27th,  1869  (vide  p.  414),  and,  as  amended,  reads : 

Fines  for     Auy  member  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department,  or  ex- 

noi  comply-  "^  ^  ' 

^J^Sg^^  empt  fireman,  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  foregoing  sec- 
tions of  this  ordinance,  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  len 
than  twenty-five,  nor  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
and  to  imprisonment  for  the  term  of  ten  days ;  and  all 
fines  so  collected  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
New  York  Fire  Department  Fund* 

^  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  police,  when  a  fire  occurs, 
to  form  a  line,  at  least  two  hundred  feet  distant  from  the 
said  fire,  on  either  side  thereof;  and  they  shall  not,  under 
any  circumstances,  permit  any  person  to  pass  said  line,  un- 
less said  person  shall  wear  the  uniform  or  badge  of  the 
Fire  Department,  the  uniform  of  the  insurance  patrol,  or 
be  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  a  member  of  the 

o  For  lection  7  of  ordinance  of  June  14, 1855,  vide  p.  879. 
t  For  aection  8  of  ordinance  of  June  14,  1855,  Tide  p.  880. 
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Police  Department,  an  owner  of  property  within,  or  resi- 
dent in  the  prescribed  lines.* 

^10.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  police  to  promptly  re-  ^^' 
move,  from  within  the  said  lines,  all  persons  not  designated 
in  the  last  preceding  section,  and  all  persons  refusing  to 
retire,  at  the  request  of  a  policeman,  from  within  the  said 
lines,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  forth- 
with arrested.t 

^  11.  All  ordinances,  and  parts  of  ordinances,  so  far  as  to^^J^ 
the  same  are  inconsistent  with  any  or  all  of  the  provisions  *** 
of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  repealed.| 

^  12.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  create  a  Messenger  to  tlie  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department, 

Passed  November  7thf  1865. 

The  Mayor  J  Aldermen  and   Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
Yorkf  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as  follows: 

%  1.  The  Commissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire  Depart-  „i2JoSSrf 
ment  shall  nominate,  and  the  Common  Council  shall  JJJ^JJJt^ 
appoint,  a  suitable  person  to  be  a  messenger.  nominate  * 

%  2.  The  said  messenger  shall  have  charge  of  the  meet- , 
ing-room  of  said  Commissioners,  and  keep  the  same  in 
order;  shall  have  the  charge  of  the  door, 'at  all  meetings, 

o  Ordinaiice  of  June  14, 1855,  vide  p.  880. 
t  Ordinanoe  of  June  14, 1855,  Tide  p.  880. 
}  Ordinance  of  June  14, 1855,  Tide  p.  880. 
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and  shall  deliver  all  notices  and  documents,  as  maj  be 
required  by  said  Commissioners,  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

^  3.*  This  section,  relative  to  salary  of  messenger,  was 
amended  by  the  following  Resolution  of  January  2d,  1658 
(t;u2ep.  39/): 

Resolved^  That  the  salary  to  the  messenger  to  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  be,  and  is  hereby,  increased  to  six 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  take  effect  from  the  date  of 
the  passage  of  this  resolution. 

^  4.  A  majority  of  said  Commissioners  may,  at  any 
time,  remove  said  messenger  for  the  non-performance  or 
neglect  ot  any  of  his  duties. 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  an  Ordinance^  entitled^  "  An 
Ordinance  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Firemen  of  the 
City  of  New  York,''  passed  June  14/A,  1865. 

Passed  December  28th,  1856. 

Badges  to     ^  ^'^  ^his  scctiou,  amcudatory  of  section  third  of  ordi- 
Sith\b?*^  nance  of  June  Uth,  1865,  was  repealed  by  section  third 
neer.         of  Ordinance  passed  June  27,  1859 ;  and  for  its  preset 
reading,  vide  revision  of  ordinance  of  June  14,  1866,  sec- 
tion third,  on  page  461. 

^  24  This  section  amended  section  fourth  of  ordinance 

^For  the  original  sectloii  8  of  the  ordinance  of  NoTcmber  7th,  1865, 
videp.ZSh 
t  For  Boction  first  of  ordinance  of  December  28, 1856,  vide  p.  882. 
X  For  fection  second  of  ordinance  of  December  28, 1856,  vide  p.  888. 
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of  June  14, 1865,  and  has  been  amended  by  section  fourth  ^  ^luigw  to 

^  D6  d6llT6rWl 

of  ordinance  passed  June  27,  1859 :  for  its  present  read-  Jj^pl*"** 
ing,  ctdc  revision  of  ordinance  of  June  14,  1855,  section  "»«°*>«^ 
4,  p.  462. 

%  3.*  This  section,  amendinir  section  fifth  of  Ordinance  ^  »«»««■  *© 

'  '  o  »        be  returved 

of  June  14,  1855,  was  repealed  by  section  fifth  of  Ordi-  ^J^^J^ 
nance  of  June  27th,  1859:  for  its  present  reading,  vOa 
revision  of  ordinance  of  June  14th,  1855,  section  5,  p.  462. 


AN  ORDINANCE  creating  additional  Engineers  of  the  New 
York  Fire  Department. 

Passed  May  6th,    1856. 

§  1.  The  firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York  shall  hold  an  .  nection  of 
election,  to  nominate  to  the  Common  Council,  in  the  man*  «*»•«"• 
ner  as  now  prescribed  by  law,  two  Assistant  Engineers  of 
the  Fire  Department,  both  of  whom  shall  reside  in  that 
section  of  the  city  lying  between  Twenty-second  and 
Eighty-sixth  streets,  one  of  whom  shall  reside  east,  and  the 
other  west  of  Sixth  avenue. 

§  2.  The  said  election  shall  take  place  on  or  before  the  ^^™**<« 

^  '  of  the  term 

first  day  of  May,  1856  ;  and  the  engineers  so  nominated  to  Bjgt^'JJ^^ 
the  Common  Council,  their  term  of  office  shall  expire  at 
the  same  time  as  the  assistant  engineers,  elected  at  the 
election  held  in  the  month  of  March,  1856. 

This  ordinance  increased  the  number  of  Assistant  Engi-^ 
neers  to  thirteen.  Vide  revision  of  ordinance  of  April  23d, 
1839,  section  1,  on  page  419. 

o  For  section  third  of  ordinance  of  December  28,  1865,  vide  p.  888. 
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AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  the  ordinance  for  the  better  regu- 
lotion  of  the  Firemen  of  the  city  of  New  YorJcj  ajjproved  by 
the  Mayor  June  14^,  1855. 

Passed  July  10th,  1856. 

Fiw  caps     This  ordinance*  amended  section  first  of  the  ordinance  of 

and     badges 

I^d'VSTy  J^^®  14th,  1855,  which  was  subsequently  amended  by  seo 
S'^'^dJ  tion  first  of  the  ordmance  of  June  27th,  1859.  Vide  reri- 
"**'  sion  of  former  ordinance,  section  1,  page  460. 


Resolution  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners, 

Resolvedj  That  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  increased  from  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  to  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per 
annum. 

Approved  December  4th,  1856. 


Resolution^  designating  the  Post  Office  Bell  as  one  of  the  Dis- 

trict  Bells. 

Resolved^  That  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  in  connection  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  authorities,  .to  alter  the  cupola  of  the  post  office, 
for  a  look-out,  advertising  for  proposals  if  necessary.  And 
the  post  office  bell  is  hereby  designated  as  one  of  the  dis- 

o  For  the  original  ordinance  of  July  10, 1866,  vide  p.  884. 
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trict  bells  of  this  city,  to  be  governed  by  the  same  rules 
and  regulations  as  the  other  district  bells. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor  April  29th,  1867. 


ResoltUianj  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Fire  Department. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Fire  Department  be  increased  to  five  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  such  increase  to  take  effect  from  the  17th  Febru- 
ary, 1857,  when  the  present  incumbent  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  said  office. 

Approved  December  9th,  1857. 


Resolution  to  increase  the  number  of  Telegraph  Operators  at 
the  Fire- Alarm  Station  in  the  City  HaU. 

Resolved,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  one  additional  attendant  on  the  fire- 
alarm  telegraph!  now  located  in  the  basement  of  the  City 
Hall,  if,  in  his  judgment,  he  should  deem  it  necessary. 

Approved  February  3d,  1858. 

(This  resolution  increased  the  number  of  operators  to 
three.) 


Resolution  fixing  the  Salaries  of  the  Telegraph  Operators  at 
the  City  Hall  Fire- Alarm  Telegraph  Station. 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  appointed  by  the  Mayor  to 
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perfonn  the  duty  of  operating  the  Fh*e  Telegraph,  in  the 
City  Hall,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  allowed  each  the  sum 
of  inot  to  exceed)  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  the 
same  to  take  effect  from  the  date  of  their  appointment. 

Approved  March  6th,  1858. 

(For  particulars  as  to  the  Fire  Telegraph,  vide  resolu- 
tions of  December  2d,  1847,  and  'January  26th,  1851,  to 
be  found  on  pp.  349,  366.) 


houses,  regu 

latioos 

ceraiBg, 


AN  ORDINANCE  for  the  better  Regulation  of  the  New  York 
Fire  Department. 

Passed  March  29th,  1858. 

En^n«  ^  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  and  every  fireman  to 
latioos  con-  prevent  boys  or  disorderly  characters  from  congregating 
in  or  about  the  place  of  deposit  of  their  various  apparatus, 
and  not  to  allow  the  said  place  of  deposit  to  be  used  for 
any  other  purposes  than  those  directly  connected  with  the 
performance  of  their  duty  as  firemen.  No  persons,  other 
than  members  and  exempt  members  of  the  company,  or  of 
the  Fire  Department,  in  good  standing,  shall  be  allowed 
to  sleep  in  any  engine,  hose,  or  hook  and  ladder  house ; 
neither  shall  the  street  doors  of  the  said  houses  be  kept 
open  except  while  persons  are  passing  in  and  out,  or  while 
any  necessary  repairs  or  cleaning  are  being  performed.  It 
shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  firemen  to  see  that  good 
order  is  preserved  in  and  about  the  houses  occupied  by  their 
respective  companies,  and  to  prevent  any  persons  firom 
habitually  congregating  on  the  walks  in  front  of  the  houses 
of  their  said  apparatus. 
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^  2.  In  going  to  or  returning  from  a  fire,  the  drag-rope  bf*^^*^ 
Bhall  be  the  proper  place  for  the  firemen,  except  the  officers  ^gtnm^' 
in  command,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  prevent  all  boys, 
and  noisy  and  improper  persons,  from  taking  hold  of  the 
rope.  On  no  account  shall  a  person,  other  than  a  member 
of  the  company,  or  a  member  or  exempt  member  of  the 
Fire  Department,  known  to  at  least  two  of  the  members 
of  the  company  present,  be  allowed  to  manage  or  have 
any  control  of  the  tongue  or  tiller  of  any  apparatus,  in 
going  to  or  returning  from  a  fire.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty 
of  the  officers  and  members  of  each  and  every  company, 
when  returning  with  their  apparatus  from  a  fire,  or  alarm 
of  fire,  to  prevent  any  racing  of  their  company  with  any 
other  company,  and  to  abstain  from  any  conduct  that 
would  be  likely  to  cause  a  breach  of  the  peace,  or  reflect 
discredit  on  the  Fire  Department.  It  shall  further  be 
their  duty  to  use  all  endeavors  to  cultivate  good  feeling 
among  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department. 

§  3.  Each  and  every  officer  or  member  in  command  of  a  bm^^o?^' 
company  shall  be  held  responsible  for  his  actions,  while  memblra. 
exercising  command  over  any  fire  apparatus,  or  for  any 
willful  neglect  or  violation  of  any  of  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  him. 

^  4.  No  fireman,  while  under  suspension  for  any  viola-  under  bos- 
tion  of  the  ordinances  relative  to  the  Fire  Department,  wearafront- 

*•  Isplece,    nor 

shall  be  permitted  to  wear  a  fire-cap  bearing  the  frontis-  Jj^^^iJ** 
piece  of  the  company  to  which  he  is  attached,  nor  be  al- •***^*^' **• 
lowed  to  vote  at  any  election  held  by  the  company ; 
neither  shall  he  be  permitted  to  take  part  in  any  of  the 
meetings,  or  to  frequent  the  house  occupied  by  his  com- 
pany. And  no  person  suspended  or  expelled  from  the  Fire 
Department  shall  be  allowed  to  take  conunand  or  exercise 
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control  over  any  fire  apparatus  while  he  remains  under  such 
sentence  of  suspension  or  expulsion. 

to^SJSS  to  ^  ^*  ^*  ®^^'^  ^  *^®  ^^*y  ^^  ®*^^  ^°^  every  company,  on 
JSdJ^,^  an  alarm  of  fire  being  given  for  the  district  or  districts  in 
which  the  said  company  does  duty,  to  proceed  with  all  due 
diligence  and  by  the  most  convenient  route  to  the  fire,  or 
to  the  place  from  whence  the  said  alarm  originated,  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  an  Engineer ;  avoiding  all  lying  in 
wait,  or  any  departure  from  their  usual  route,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  racing  with  any  other  company. 

foT'JtotauoD  ^  ^*  -A^ny  engineer,  officer  of  a  company,  or  member  of 
^JdiMMei"  the  Fire  Department,  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  ordi- 
Fira  Depart- nances  relative  to  the  Fire  Department,  or  who  shall 
knowingly  or  willfully  consent  to  or  assist  in  any  violation 
of  the  same,  shall  be  liable  to  suspension  or  expulsion  irom 
the  Fire  Department.  And  any  company  so  found  guilty 
of  a  violation  of  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment shall  be  liable  to  be  disbanded. 

^J^jp^»ub«      ^  7.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances,  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  repealed. 


Resolution  relative  to  Unsafe  Buildings. 

• 

Resolved,  That  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  to  be  printed,  in 
a  durable  manner,  a  list  of  all  buildings  which  have  been 
examined  and  pronounced  unsafe  by  the  Board  of  Fire 
Wardens,  and  have  one  or  more  copies  thereof  posted  in 
each  of  the  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  houses  in 
the  city,  and  that  the  same  be  done  annually,  in  lieu  of 
advertising. 

Approved  May  7th,  1858. 
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AN  ORDINANCE  fm  the  better  Regulation  of  the  Firemen 
of  the  City  of  New   York. 

Passed  December  23d,  1858. 


'yow. 


It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Foreman  and  Secretary  of  Foremeo 

•^  •'and  Secreta* 

each  and  every  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  company  j^^"»^« 
to  report  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  on  the^^jj^""* 
second  Tuesday  in  April  and  October  in  each  year,  a  list  J''****^"*^ 
of  members,  with  the  number  of  fires,  or  alarms  of  fire, 
which  have  occurred  during  the  preceding  six  months,  in 
the  districts  in  which  they  perform  duty,  and  the  amount 
of  duty  performed  by  each  member,  which  report  must  be 
sworn  to  before  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners ;  and  the 
Foreman  and  Secretary  of  each  and  every  Company  neg- 
lecting to  comply  with  this  ordinance  shall  be  expelled. 


AN  ORDINANCE. 

Passed  January  4th,  1859. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor^  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  New  Yorh^  in  Common  Council  convened : 

That  the  ordinance  to  reorganize  the  Street  Department, 
passeil  June  26th,  1857,  be  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

CHAPTER  I. 

OF  THE  8THEET  DEPABTMENT  AND  IPS  BUREAUX  GENERALLY. 

§  1.  The  Street  Department  shall  have  cognizance  of 

•  •••••• 

the  construction,  repairing,  lighting  and  care  of  the  build-  nS^^ct* 
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Hoee,EDgmeing8,  officcs,  roonis,  and  public  yards  of  the  corporation, 
*^^der  the  supplying  the  public  buildings  and  offices  and  rooms 
of  the  corporation,  the  court-rooms,  for  which  supplies  are 
furnished  by  the  corporation,  the  police  station-houses,  the 
8u^i!**°*  engine  and  other  houses  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  the 
public  markets,  with  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
iDg^teHng*,  other  things  necessary  therefor ;  the  constructing,  altering, 
fng  oF  Fire  and  repairing  of  fire  engines,  hose,  and  all  other  machines 
and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department ;  the  re- 
moving incumbrances  from  streets,  roads,  places,  wharves, 
piers  and  slips ;  the  doing  and  furnishing  of  all   other 
necessary  work,  repairs  and  supplies  not  provided  for  in 
other  departments;  the  collecting  of  all  assessments. 

•  ^  2.  There  shall  be  eight  bureaux  in  the  Street  Depart- 

ment, viz. : 


6.  A  bureau  for  constructing  and  repairing  public  build- 

ings, and  for  procuring  all  necessary  supplies  for 
the  corporation,  to  be  called  the  "  Bureau  of 
Repairs  and  Supplies." 

7.  A  bureau  for  repairing  fire-engines  and  fire-apparatus, 

under  the  charge  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Fire  Department,  and  for  the  construction  of  all 
new  fire-engines  and  fire-apparatus,  to  be  called 
the  **  Bureau  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire 
Department." 
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CHAPTER  m. 

OP  THE  BUREAU  OP  THE  STREET  DEPARTMENT. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

The  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Repairs  and  Supplies. 

^  1.  There  shall  be  in  the  Bureau  of  Repairs  and  Sup-  gJ^^^^SSS'/ 
plies  an  officer,  who  shall  be  called  the  Deputy  Superin-  JSir^o?*^* 
tendent  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  who  is  charged  with  the  Kl^w^Sr 
duty  of  superintending  the  supplying  the  public  rooms  and  ^\oi!^ 
offices  and  court-rooms  of  the  Corporation,  the  police  sta-  Depvimeiii! 
tion-houses,  the  engine  and  other  houses  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment, and  the  public  markets,  with  fiiel,  stationery, 
printing,  and  all  other  things  necessary  therefor,  and  of 
superintending  the  furnishing  of  all  other  necessary  sup- 
plies for  the  Corporation,  except  in  cases  where  other  pro- 
vision is  made  therefor.    He  shall  receive  payment  monthly 
for  his  services,  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per 

anntim. 

•  ••••• 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department. 

%  1.  This  Bureau,  of  which  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  The  Bama 
Fire  Department  shall  be  the  chief  officer,  is  charged  with  &i^ne(^  to* 
the  duty  of  repairing  fire-engines,  hose-carts,  hooks  andof<^ii^tn 
ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines  and  apparatus,  for  the  '•^^ 
use  of  the  Fire  Department. 

§  2.  The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  shall  ,^'^j^^- 
oversee  and  superintend  the  repairing  of  fire-engines,  hose-  wportn««Mi 
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•11 '•pjjjj^  carts,  hooks  and  ladders,  and  other  machines  and  apparatus 
for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department* 

au  eetimatea     ^  3.  He  shall  make  all  estimates  necessary  to,  or  con- 
connected 
with  his  Bu-  nected  with  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  hb  bureau, 

when  required  by  the  Street  Commissioner. 

jjjl^^  ^  §  4.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  inspect  the  fire-engines, 
P*'^^-  hose-carts,  hooks  and  ladders,  hose,  and  other  machines 
and  apparatus,  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department ;  and 
au^ilSr*  shall  report  to  the  Street  Commissioner  any  repairs  which 
thTsuwt**  may  be  required  thereon.  If  the  Street  Commissioner  ap- 
er.°^  on-  ^^^^^  thcroof,  hc  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Common 
May  make  Couucil,  cxccpt  that,  whcu  the  expenditure  shall  not  exceed 

repairs    not  '  x-  '  it 

JSJlnty-flvo'^  seventy-five  dollars  in  any  one  case,  he  may  direct  tiie 
**°"^-       same  to  be  done. 

Bj^u^vl     §  ^*  The  Chief  Engineer  may,  with  the  consent  of  the 
S  ^^^n-  Street  Commissioner,  make  small  repairs  in  the  Corpora- 
t  on  yar .     ^.^^  Yard,  to  the  hose  and  hooks  and  ladders  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

be^k?Tin  ^  ^'  ^®  ^^^^^  cause  to  be  kept  in  his  bureau  accounts 
dSanUT'ic*  of  *^^  t™6  ^^  ^^1  persons  to  be  paid  by  wages  for  work, 
work*,*^.,***  under  the  supervision  of  his  bureau,  and  of  the  work  upon 
porvteion.*"'  which  they  are  engaged,  and  of  all  the  other  expenditures 

of  his  bureau,  and  of  the  expense  of  each  particular  work 

or  job,  with  the  items  thereof. 

shau   «.     §  7.  He  shall  examine  and  audit  all  pay-rolls  and  all  ao- 

amine,  audit         '  . 

IS**pay'-roS  couuts  for  work  done,  or  materials  furnished  under  the 

S^te**un^r  supervision  of  his  bureau,  and,  if  found  correct,  shall  certi- 

iuSi'T^htefy  them  in  writing,  and  shall  deliver  them  with  proper 

"'^'       vouchers  to  the  Street  Commissioner ;  and  in  all  cases  of 

contract  work  imder  his  supervision,  he  shall  examine  and 
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report  to  the  Street  Cominissioner  as  to  the  fulfillment  or 
breach  of  the  contract  therefor ;  and  he  shall  certify,  on 
every  voucher  for  payment  thereon,  that  such  payment  is 
due,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract 

^8.  He  shall,  in  all  matters  connected  with  his  bureau,  tS'^^uS 
be  imder  the  control,  direction,  and  supervision  of  the  Street  rvi^^l^^ 
Conmiissioner,  who  may  approve  or  disapprove  all  accounts 
certified  by  him,  and  by  whom  alone  all  requisitions  upon 
the  Comptroller  for  the  payment  thereof  shall  be  made. 

^  9.  No  new  fire-engine,  hose,  or  hook  and  ladder  car-  oc^SJSJjS^^ 
riage,  shall  be  constructed  for  the  Fire  Department,  unless  ^  S?°* 
the  same  shall  be  authorized  by  the  Common  CouncU.        '***"* 

§10.  There  shall  be  in  this  bureau  a  Superintendent  of  ^TS*?^ 
Fire  Apparatus,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Street  Commis-  ^"•'■^^ 
sioner,  who  shall  be  a  practical  machinist  and  fire-engine 
builder,  and  who  shall  be  an  exempt  fireman,  whose  duty    Hudtties. 
it  shall  be  to  superintend  the  construction  and  proper 
working  and  keeping  of  fire  apparatus,  and  such  other  du- 
ties as  may  be  required  in  the  direction  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, which  shall  not  interfere  with  any  existing  ordinance, 
or  conflict  with  the  firemen  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
The  Superintendent  of  Fire  Apparatus  shall  receive  pay- 
ment for  his  services  monthly,  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand    Hte»>«7 
dollars  per  annum. 

§11.  There  shall  be  a  foreman  of  the  Corporation  Yard,  ^^Jj^^jg^*' 
in  this  bureau,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  ^"^ 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  superintend  the  repairing  and 
cleaning  of  hose,  and  take  charge  of  the  same,  and  to  per- 
form all  such  other  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the 
Chief  Engineer,  and  shall  receive  a  salary  of  one  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  payable  monthly.    There  shall  also  be 
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Darks,  two  clcrks  iu  this  bureau,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chief 
Engineer,  who  shall  keep  the  accounts  of  this  bureau,  and 
perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Chief 
Engineer,  at  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  per  an- 
num, payable  monthly.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall  also 
have  authority  to  employ  laborers  in  the  Corporation  Yard, 
not  to  exceed  eight  in  number,  at  a  compensation  of  two 
dollars  per  day. 


Resolution  fixing  the  amount  of  gas  allowed  to  fire  companiet. 

Resolvedy  That  the  annual  amount  allowed  to  each  fire 
company  for  gas  be  increased  to  the  sum  of  seventy-five 
dollars  ($75),  the  same  to  take  effect  from  the  passage  of 
this  resolution. 

Approved  February  19th,  1859. 


FIRE  WARDENS  elected  on  13/A  April,  1859. 

Stephen  Hallick,  George  C.  Brown,  William  H.  McDon- 
ough,  and  Samuel  Cheshire,  to  serve  three  years,  to  fill 
vacancies  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of 
George  C.  Brown,  John  T.  Harding,  William  H.  McDon- 
ough,  and  Theodore  Keeler. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  26th,  1859. 
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AN   ORDINANCE 

To  amend  an  ordinance  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Firer 
men  of  the  city  of  New  Torky  passed  June  l^hj  1855. 

Passed  June  27th,  1859. 

'^  1.*  This  section  amended  section  first  of  the  ordinance  ^^^JSlZ 
of  June  14th,  1855,  and  also  abrogated  the  ordinance  of  j;^^^,^^ 
July  10th,  1856.  Vide  revision  of  ordinance  of  June  14th,  S^iS?*  "* 
1866,  p.  460. 

^  2.f  Amended  the  second  section  of  the  ordinance  of  oo.aodcom- 

position     of 

June   14th,  1855.     Vide  revision  of   that  ordinance  on»wU;«- 
p.  461. 

^  3*1  Amended  the  third  section  of  the  ordinance  ofbeincbArsa 

'       ^  of  Fire  Corn- 

June  14th,  1856,  and  abrogStted  section  first  of  the  ordi-  «»««*«»«. 

nance  of  December  28th,  1855.     Vide  revision  of  ordinance 

of  June  14th,  1855,  p.  461. 

^  4.^  Amended  the  fourth  section  of  ordinance  of  June  bo^SSSt^ 
14th,  1866,  and  abrogated  the  second  section  of  ordinance  mmpi^ 
of  December  28th,  1856.     Vide  revision  of  ordinance  of 
June  14th,  1866,  p.  462. 

^  5.  II  Amended  the  fifth  section  of  ordinance  of  June  be^fprc? 
14th,  1855,  and  abrogated  the  third  section  of  ordinance  cftyf  ud  to 

b6  Ktumed. 

of  December  28th,  1855.     Vide  revision  of  ordinance  of 
June  14th,  1856,  p.  462. 


o  For  secUoii  first  of  ordinance  of  June  27,  1859,  vide  p.  411. 
t  For  section  second  of  ordinance  of  June  27,  1869,  mde  p.  411. 
X  For  section  third  of  ordinance  of  June  27, 1859,  vide  p.  412. 
§  For  section  fourth  of  ordinance  of  June  27, 1859,  vide  p.  412. 
g  For  section  fifth  of  ordinance  of  June  27,  1859,  vide  p.  418. 
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In  case  of     §  6.*  Amended  the  sixth  section  of  the  ordinance  of 
foremn  aod  Junc  14th,  1855.  Vide  revision  of  said  ordinance,  p.  463. 

Bocretary,  to  i 

return   bad* 

*^iativeto  §  '^'^  This  section  amended  section  seventh  of  ordi- 
luSTrevoling  nance  of  June  14th,  1855,  and  relates  to  the  renewal  and 
to"°exempt  revoking   of  the    permission  given  to   exempt  firemen 

flremen     to  ••/»■»•  i»    ▼  ai. 

wearbadgwi.  to  wcar  badgcs.  Vide  revision  of  ordmance  of  June  14th, 
1855,  p.  464. 

kJSSj'b^'  §  84  A^y  member  of  the  New  York  Fire  Department, 
'^*  or  exempt  fireman,  who  shall  loan  his  badge  to  any  person, 

shall  be  liable  to  the  penalties  as  set  forth  in  section  first  of 
jBr^en  ^  this  Ordinance ;  and  if  any  badge  shall  become  broken,  or 
returned,  thg  figures  bo  displaced,  while  in  the  possession  of  such 
member  or  exempt  fireman,  he  shall  return  the  same  forth- 
with to  the  said  Commissioners,  and,  in  default  of  the  same, 
said  member  may  be  expelled  or  suspended,  and  such  exempt 
fireman  shall  have  the  permission  to  wear  the  same  revoked. 

Penalty  for      d  9.§  Eelatin:i:  to  violations  of  this  ordinance,  amends 

Tlolatlona  of         '        '  ^  ' 

Jj^f  the  8th  section  of  the  ordinance  of  June  14th,  1855,  by 
making  the  fines  collected  therefor  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Fire  Department  Fund.  F«fe  revision  of  ordinance 
of  June  14th,  1855,  p.  464. 

Duties  of     §  10  and  nil  reiterate  the  duties  of  police  oflScers  at 

Police  at  * 

flw».  fires,  as  contained  in  sections  9th  and  10th  of  the  ordinance 

of  June  14,  1855,  for  which  vide  pp.  464,  465. 

^  For  section  sixth  of  ordinance  of  June  27,  1859,  vide  p.  418. 
t  For  section  seventh  of  ordinance  of  June  27,  1869,  vide  p.  414. 
X  Ordinance  of  June  27,  1869,  p.  414. 

§  For  section  ninth  of  ordinance  of  June  27,  1869,  vide  p.  414. 
II  For  sections  tenth  and  eleventh  of  ordinance  of  June  27, 1859,  vide  pp. 
414  and  415. 
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^  12.*  All  ordinances  and  parts  of  ordinances  now  exist- 
ing, so  far  as  the  same  are  inconsistent  with  any  or  all  of 
the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  repealed. 

^  13.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


Election  of  Amstant  Engimera  on  March  3J,  1859. 

For  the  First  District — G.  Joseph  Ruch. 

For  the  Second  District — John  Brice. 

At  Large— Daniel  Donovan,  John  Decker,  William 
Hackett,  Peter  N.  Comwell,  Edward  W.  Jacobs,  Elisha 
Eingsland,  John  A.  Cregier,  Stephen  Mitchell,  Timothy  L. 
West,  and  John  Baulch. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  12th,  1869. 


On  the  22d  of  December,  1869,  John  A.  McCosker  was 
elected  as  Assistant  Engineer,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 
Harlem  JDistrict. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  December  31st,  1869. 

o  Ordinaoce  of  June  27, 1869. 
31 
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THE  NEW  YORK  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


The  New  Yore  Fire  Department  consists  of  four  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixty-two  men,  as  per  Firemen's  Begister,  at 
Chief  Engineer's  Office,  on  January  1st,  1860,  comprising  Four- 
teen Engineers,  forty-eight  Engine  Companies,  sixteen  Hook 
and  Ladder  Companies,  fifty-eight  Hose  Companies,  and  three 
Hydrant  Companies. 

A  detailed  list  of  the  Names,  Numbers  and  Locations  of  Ap- 
paratus ;  the  Districts  the  Companies  perform  duty  in  ;  the 
names  of  officers  connected  with  Active  Firemen,  and  with 
the  Fire  Department  Widow  and  Orphan's  Fund,  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners,  Trustees,  &c.,  will  be  found  following. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFPEKDIX  TO  VTBB  I<AW8. 


486 


BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 


Chiaf  Knginiwr, 
HENRY  H.  HOWABD. 

COerki  to  tiM  Ghisf  KngiiMwr* 
CHAELES  A.  GRAY,  GEORGE  T.  ALEEB. 

Senior  AwriBtant  Enginoer. 
JOHN  A.  CREGIEE,  FKRiOBia  dutt  nr  ths  8d,  4Ui,  7th,  and  8th  Dietricts. 


JOHN  BAULCH, 


Aarirtant  KngJnoori, 
PlBiOBia  DUTY  nr  ths  7th  and  8th 


Districts. 


FETTEB  N.  GOBNWELL, 
JOHN  DECE^EB, 
KTiTFtHA  KINGSLAND, 
TIMOTHY  L.  WEST, 
EDWARD  W.  JACOBS, 
G.  JOSEPH  BITCH, 
JOHN  BBICE, 
DANIEL  DONNOYAN, 
WILLXAM  HACKETT, 
STEPHEN  MITCHELL, 
JOHN  A.  MoCOSKEB, 


6th,  6th,  7th,  and  8th 

7th  and  8th 

Ist,  4th,  6th,  and  6th 

2d,  8d,  and  4th 

6th,  6th,  and  7th 

Ist,  2d,  and  6th 

Ist  and  2d 

7th  and  8th 

7th  and  8th 

2dand8d 

Harlem 


NAMES  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  FUND. 


WILLIAM  A.  WOODHULL,  Pbisidknt. 
WILLIAM  H.  WICEHAM,  YiCB-PRnmBrr. 


CHARLES  L.  CUBTIS,  Sbobtoabt.  JOHN  8.  GILES,  TaaAflCBm. 

DAYID  THEALL,  Couktob. 
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TRUSTEES. 


HENBY  A.  BUBB,  PBnmENr; 
GEOEGB  F.  NESBnr,  Skrbtabt. 

Committee  on  DonatJonii. 

JONAS  N.  PHILLIPS,  SAMUEL  B.  THOMSON, 

JAMES  Y.  WATKINS,  WILLIAM  WILLIAMS, 

ZOPHAB  MTTJ/^,  A.  F.  OCEEBSHAUBEN, 

BOBEBT  McGINNIS. 

Committee  on  Schools. 

JAMES  Y.  WATKINS,  WILLIAM  WILLIAMS, 

BOBEBT  MoGINNIS. 

Committee  on  Fines  and  Penalties. 

JONAS  N.  PHILLIPS,  SAMUEL  B.  THOMSON, 

A.  F.  OCKEBSHAUSEN. 

Committee  on  Ffnance. 

ZOPHAB  MILL9,  A.  F.  OCKEBSHAUSEN, 

HENBY  A.  BUBB. 

Committee  on  Fael* 

SAMUEL  B.  THOMSON,       WILLIAM  WILLUMS, 

BOBEBT  McGINNIS. 

Special  Committee  to  Solicit  Donations. 

ZOPHAB  MILLS,  JAMBS  Y.  WATKINS, 

SAMUEL  B.  THOMSON. 
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NAMES  OF  THE  FIRE  WARDENS. 


M.  EICHELL,  Pbisidsmt, 
JOHK  J.  TINDALE,  Sbchecabt. 

WM.  H.  Mcdonough,  jas.  m.  macgreggob,  Stephen  haluck, 

LOUIS  C.  MEEKS,  GEORGE  0.  BROWN,        JOHN  S.  GLATTON, 

JOHN  DOWNEY,  JOHN  CLEMENTS,  ENOCH  SMITH, 

SAMUEL  CHESHIRE. 


BOABD  OF  FIRE  COMMISSIONEBS. 


HENRY  WrUSON,  PBmmiiT; 

CHARLES  P.  KNAPP,  aud  B.  P.  H.  ABEL,  Cubks. 

ERAfirrUS  W.  BBOWN,  JOHN  J.  GOBMAN, 

THOMAS  LAWBENCE,  WILLIAM  M.  TWEED. 


THE   NUMBEK  OF   COMPANIES  DOING  DUTY  IN  EACH  DI8- 
TKICT  18  AS  FOLLOWS*  Tia.i 

FiBsr  DuTBiOT.— Twelve  Engines,  twelve  Hoee  Carriages,  and  three  Hook 
and  Ladder  Trucks. 

Skoord  DniBiOT.— Twelve  Engines,  eleven   Hose  Gurriages, '  and  three 
Hook  and  Ddder  Tracks. 

Thibd  Dxstbiot.— Eight  Engines,  nine  Hose  Carriages,  and  three  Hook 
and  Ladder  Tracks. 

ForBTH  Disnucr. — Sx  Engines,  ten  Hose  Carriages,  and  three  Hook  and 
Ladder  lYacks. 

FifTH  DisiBior.^Eleven  Enghies,  Eleven  Hose  Carriages,  and  four  Hook 
and  Ladder  Trucks; 

Sixth  Disrucr.— Four  Engines,  twelve  Hose  Carriages,  and  three  Hook 
and  Ladder  Tracks. 

SxvxKTH  Disiaioi.^Fourteen  Engines,  twenty-two  Hose  Ouriages,  and 
fire  Hook  and  ladder  Tracks. 

Eighth  DiBraioT.>-Seventeen  Engines,  twenty-one  Hose  Carriages,  and 
four  Hook  and  Ladder  Tracks. 
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ENGINE    COMPANIES. 


Njjn  or  OoxPAVT. 


No.  of 
Oomp'y. 


I^)c«tkm  theyperitonn 

ofApparatuB.      '°g^^,J™ 


Nameeof  Offloen. 


Hudson,     .    . 
Excelsior, 

*      •N*      *      * 
NiAGABA,   .      . 

Pbotection,  . 
Akericus,  .  . 
Lexington,  . 
Manhattan,  . 
Marion,  .  . 
Water  Witch, 

OCEANUS,  .      . 

Knickerbocker, 
Eagle,  .  .  . 
Columbian,  . 
Chatham,  .  . 
Mohawk,  .  . 
East  River,  . 
Union,  .  .  . 
Lafayette,  . 
Washington, 
Fulton,  .  . 
Protector,  . 
United  States, 


1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

r 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 


188  West  47th  St., 
bet.8fch*9Uiav'8. 

21  Henry  strmt. 


let  and  9d 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


JohnHamlll, 
Edward  J.  Knight 


FViremaal 


220  Meroer  street. 
61  Ann  street. 
260  Henry  street. 
109  East  26th  street. 
91  Ludlow  street. 
47  ICarkm  street. 
t2d8t.,cor.4thav. 

00  Wooster  street. 
112BA8t88d  street. 

5  Duano  street. 

9  Charch  street. 

284  West  86th  St. 

126  West  B'way. 

7  Goerck  street. 
78  West  40th  street. 
100  Chrystie  street. 

3  Temple  street. 

86  Worth  street. 

CJor.  Chambers  and 
Centre  streets. 

68  Twelfth  street 


4th  and  6th 
Districts. 


7th  and  8tb 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


I8tand6tb 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


4th  sod  6th 
Districts. 


Ist  and  2d 
Districts. 


Sdand  8th 
Districts. 


1st  and  2d 
Districts. 


7th  and  8tb 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


1st  and  2d 
Districts. 


Sdand  8th 
Districts. 


6th  and  6th 
Districts. 


1st  and  2d 

Districts. 


6th  and  6th 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


4th  and  6th 
DistrictB. 


HiomasLeavy, 
James  F.  Horan, 
Wm.  B.  Donley, 
John  R.  Barnes, 
Robert  C.  Brown, 
James  Hays, 
George  J.  Gregory, 
John  Wildey, 
IhomasJ.  Coutant, 
Timothy  SoIliTan, 
Robert  Bogera, 
William  StarriU, 
Thomas  Roe, 
Alfired  A.  Donald, 
James  OramoUy, 
Wm.  H.Cbarlook, 
Andrew  Seely, 
James  MoCoUoagli , 
Gftleb  Sears, 
Daly, 


Foi 

Foreman' 

Foreaufi, 

Foremsfi. 

ForcBsaxi* 

F^iremsB 

FOresDSfil 

I 

Foreman 
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ENGINE  COMPANIES— CONTINXIED. 


Same  <m  OmFAVT. 


No.  of 
Cbmp'f. 


Looailoa 
ofAppuratos. 


Distrlcta 

thfifperfbrm 

Daty  ia. 


NamM  of  Offloera. 


Jackson,  .    .  . 

Cataeaot,     .  . 

Jeffxhsson,    .  • 
Fort  Washington, 

Paoifio,     .    .  . 

Guardian,     .  . 

North  River,  . 

Peterson,  .  .  . 
Pete  Masterson, 
Black  Joke,  . 

Howard,  .     .  . 

Columbus,     .  . 

Equitable,    .  . 

Tradesman,  .  • 

SOUTHWARK,   .  . 

Franklin,     .  . 
Lady  Washington, 

Clinton,  .     .  . 

Empire,     .    .  . 

Manhatta,    .  . 

Live  Oak,     .  . 

Aurora,   .    .  . 


24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 


45 
46 


17th  8t,  new  0th 
avenae. 

1000  Broadway. 

88  Fifth  street. 

Gunuuityille. 
377  Fourth  avenae. 
14  West  lOCh  street. 
163  Franklin  street. 

40  GhrysUe  street. 

BloonUngdale. 

6Sth  street,  near 
Broadway. 

181)^Chrtetopherst 


8d  avenue,  near 
12l8t  street. 

88th  street,  near 
Broadway. 

0th  street,  between 
Sd  and  8a  ave's, 


28  Ann  street. 
128We0t8l8t«treet. 

178  Elm  street 

Oor.  Delanoey  and 
Attorney  streets. 

Oeotre,  near  Cham- 
bers street. 

IfanhattanTine. 

02  Hboitoa  street 

Third  avenneand 
86th  street. 


8d  and  4th 
Districts. 

2dand8d 
Districts. 

6th  and  6th 
Districts. 

QtrmansviUe 
and  Ticini^. 

1st  and  6th 
Districts. 

3d  and  4th 
Districts. 

7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

Bloam'gdale 
and  Ticinity. 

1st  and  2d 
Districts. 

8d  and  4th 
Districts. 

Harlem  and 
vicinity. 

I8tand2d 
Districts. 

I8tand2d 
Districts. 

7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

iBtaDdSd 

Districts. 

7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

6th  and  8th 
Districts. 

7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

Manhattan- 
viUeand 
vicinity. 

6th  and  0th 
Districts. 

Torkville 
and  vicinity. 


Geofge  BtnderBOD) 

Hogh  Powers, 

John  Ford, 

R.E.FBy, 
John  W.  Pettigrew, 

EU  Bates, 

a  F.  Grant, 

John  McCkoley, 

JohnQatnn, 

Peter  Masterson, 

Jonas  L.Goe, 

John  Hart, 

A.  C.  Lotlle, 

James  Abeme, 

George  T.  Alker, 
Bernard  ICSweeny, 

James  Osnfleld, 

Thomas  Oieevers, 

R  P.  Moore, 

Jamea  E.  Poole, 
James  L.  Hawkins, 

n«ncisBanoni, 


Foreman 
Forenaan 
Forenum 

Foreman 

j 
Foreman 

Foreman! 

Foreman 

Foreman 

Forenaan 

Foreman 

Forenuu) 

Foreman 

Foreman 

Foreman 

Foreman 

Foreman 

Foreman 

Forenun' 

I 

Fcveman 
FM«man 
Foreman 
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ENGINE  COMPANIES— coNTnnJED. 


NAMI  of  OoiMFiJIT. 


No.  Of 

Oomp'j. 


of  AppantQS. 


Ditlrlcta 

tbey  perform 

Daty  In. 


NametofOflloen. 


Mazeppa,  .     .  . 

Pocahontas,  .  . 

Lone  Stab,    .  . 

Mutual,    .    .  . 


47 
48 
49 
50 
51 


168WMt24Ui8t. 
Bsriem. 
16ftWMt20tiift. 


BMt22d8trMt^eAr 
Second  avenue. 


2dand8d 
Dlstrlcta. 

Barlemand 
▼toinitj. 

SdandM 
DIttrictc 

Istandftth 
DItiriota. 


Charkt  Ooweo, 
EUjAh  W.  Gvdlner, 
J.  M.  Burned, 


EXEMPT    ENGIlSrE   COMP-AJN^Y, 

looatiok,  oentbe,  vsab  0ra1ibeb8  rsxet. 

ZOPHAR  mills,  Foreman. 

JOHN  W.  GARSIDE,  Isr  Assistant  Pobeman. 

JAMES  MILLWARD,  Jr.,  2d  Assistant  Foreman. 

CHARLES  E.  OILDERSLEEYE,  8d  Assistant  Foreman. 

JAMES  T.  WATKINS,  Secretary. 

THOMAS  L.  TALMAN,  Assistant  Secretary. 

JAMES  CHOLWELL,  Treasurer. 

o  Engine  Companies  No6.  8,  46,  and  47  have  been  disbanded. 
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HOSE  COMPAOTES. 


KAm  ov  OmiriJiT. 


No.  of 


Locatiooof 
Apparatos. 


Districts 

they  perfbnn 

Daty  In. 


NiiDMofOffloers. 


Bank. 


Eaole,  .    . 

NiAGABA,  . 

Independence, 
Marion,    . 
New  York, 
Ceoton,    . 
Ringgold, 
City,    .     . 
Columbian, 
Lebeety,  . 

GULICK,      . 

Minute,    . 

Jackson,  . 

excelsiob, 

Atlantic,. 

Tompkins,  . 
I  Clinton,  . 
I  Franklin, 
I  American, 

Humane,  • 

Hudson,    . 

Phenix,    . 

Perry,  .    . 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 


Madison,  near  Pike 
stnet. 

'  SDoane  stnei. 
211  Hester  street. 

84  Attorney  street. 

Firemen's  Hall, 
127  Meroer  street. 

28  GoaTemenr  st. 
74  Bast  18th  street. 

89  Uberty  street. 
174  Ifniberry  street 

8  Dover  street. 
14  West  10th  street. 
880  West  48d  street 

34  Mangin  street. 

160  West  18th  St. 
10  EUstbeth  street. 

IM  Norfolk  street 

Oomer  6th  street 
and  1st  arenoe. 

28  Bearer  street. 
62  Greene  street 
28  Ann  street 
804  Washington  St. 
101  Hester  street 
48Horatto  street 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


6th  and  0th 
Districts. 


4th  and  8th 
Districts. 


0th  and  7th 
Districts. 


l8t  and   6th 
Districts. 


7th  and   8th 
Districts. 


0th  and  8th 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


8d  and  4th 
Districts. 


Ist  and2d 
Districts. 


6th  and  0th 
Districts. 


8d  and  4th 
Districts. 


6th  and  7th 
Districts. 


6th  and  0th 
Districts. 


6th  and  0th 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


4th  and  8th 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


0th  and  7th 
Districts. 


8d  sad  4th 
Districts. 


Lewis  Hopps, 
Wm.  Doo^berty, 
John  Y.  Dalton, 
Theodore  Hlllyer, 
Tr,  W.  Baymood, 
Geo.  B.  Oonner, 
Joseph  B.  Wells, 
SooUBayks, 
JohnL.HerbeU, 
JohnMoOuty, 
D.  G.  BoblQMn, 
Samuel  Woolley, 
Jacob  B.  Akerly, 
A.M.Bi«leeon, 
James  B.  Moont, 
James  WbelsB, 


Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 


Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 


JohnCKNell, 
Henry  A.  Iboinss, 
Jared  A.  Tlmpson, 


f^oreman 


WJLW.Cfasmbers 
Alez.Y.DBridKin, 
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HOSE  COMPANIES— CONTINUBD. 


NAinorOoiiPunr. 


No.  of 

OoiDp*7. 


Location  of 
ApparetoB. 


Dtetricts 

tbejr  perform 

Datyin. 


Mamee  ofOfllcMv. 


Bank. 


National,.  . 
United  States, 

Rutgers,  .  • 

Neptune,  .  . 

Pearl,  .     .  . 

Metamora,  . 

Laurel,    •  . 

Putnam,    .  . 

Index,  .    .  . 

Warren,  .  . 

Lafayette,    . 

*  *    *    *    • 

Oceana,  .  . 
Madison,  .  . 
Amity,  .  .  . 
Metropolitan, 

E^CPIRE,      .      . 

Alert,  .  .  . 
Mazeppa,  .  . 
Pioneer,   .    . 

Washington  Irving 

*  *    *    *    « 

Valley  Forge,  . 


24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 


258  Spring  itreet. 

86  Worth  street. 

8  Norfolk  street. 

106  Reade  street. 
24  Chambers  street. 
146  Firth  avenue. 


S7th  street,  near 
0th  arenae. 


7  Jackson  street. 


48th  street,  near 
8th  ayenae. 


118  Solllvan  street. 
211EiStllthstreet. 


8d  and  4th 
DIstrkls. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


6th  and  7th 
Districts. 


7th  and  8th 
DlstricU. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 


4th  and  6th 
Districts. 


UtandSd 
Districts. 


6th  and  6th 
DistrtcU. 


1st  and  2d 
Districts. 


8d  and  8th 
Districts. 


6th  and  6th 
Districts. 


Rlch.L. 
D.& 
John  S.  Bekh, 
John  H.  Oorballs, 
AnUe  Malherbe, 
Henry  N.  Sqaire, 
James  H.  Arnold, 
Lorenio  GMldy, 
Lawrence  Martin, 
Anthonj  Yeoman, 
J<din  Irwin, 


Forcnao 

Foransii 

Foreoun 

ForeouuiH 

Foraouui 

Foreftta£  I 

Foremai 

I 

ForenaxtJ 
I 
FDronar 

I 
Foranui  I 

Foremit 


I 


206  Madison  street. 

1006  Broadway. 
182  Amltj  street. 
348  Third  avenue. 

70  Barrow  street. 
67  Watts  street. 

286  West  88d  street. 

Third  avenue, 
near  12l8t  street. 

128  West  81st  street 


6th  and  7th 
Districts. 

I8tand2d 
DlstricU. 

8d  and  4th 
Districts. 

1st  and  6th 
Districts. 

8d  and  4th 
Districts. 

7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

1st  and  Sd 
Districts. 

Hariemand 

vicinity. 

Ifttand2d 
Districts. 


John  Bock, 
P.  J.  McGunnigle, 
Cbas.  E.  Fleming, 
Bernard  Oormlej, 
Wnilam  Evans, 
Samuel  W.  Webb, 
John  Ooyle, 
J.  R.  Farringtoo, 
Idward  J.  Ryder, 


FbrcBur 
ForcnMBj 

Fim—r. 

Fomnac 

Foraxuu 

Foremu 

Forrmu 

Forrmv- 


188  West  87th  st 


l8tand2d 
Districts. 


James  T.wnseo,   Forcou 
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HOSE  COMPANIES— coNTnnJED, 


Naio  ovOoiifjuit. 


No.  of 
Gomp'j, 


Location  or 
Apparatoa. 


Dtetrlcts 

they  perform 

Doty  In. 


NamMofOflloen. 


Bank. 


Mechanics,  .  . 
Americus,.  .  . 
Lady  Washingtok, 
Hope,  .... 
Relief,.  .  .  . 
Undine,  .  .  . 
Naiad,  .... 
Harry  Howard, 
Nassau,  .  .  . 
Paitlding,  .  .  . 
Merchants,  .    . 

Ion, 

M.  T.  Brennan, 
Zephyr,    .     .    . 


47 

48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 


707  Fonrtb  street. 

86th  street,  near  8d 
aTenoe. 

126  GMar  street. 

10)^  Mott  street. 

Gor.  60th  street  and 
Lexington  avenoe. 

128d  street,  near  8d 


lUEutMth  street, 
near  8d  avenae. 


116  Christopher  st. 
8  Theatre  alley. 
102  West  18th  St. 

18  BorUng  sUp. 

ICanhattanyille, 
in  lAoreos  street. 

USam  street. 
870  Fourth  ayeaae. 


6th  and  Oth 
Districts. 

YorkriUe 
and  yldnity. 

7th  and  8th 
DistrlcU. 

7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

I8tand2d 
Districts. 

Harlem 
and  Tlcinity. 

IstandSd 
Districts. 

8d  and  4th 
Districts. 

7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

2dand8d 
Districts. 

7th  and  8th 
DistrlcU. 

Manhat'TiUe, 
and  vicinity. 

7tb  and  8th 
Districts. 

1st  and  2d 

Districts. 


John  J.  Whyte, 
James  R.  DaHon, 
JaoobL.8knlth, 
MIohaalBrophy, 
JohnBoorke, 
Geo.  H.  E.  I^ach, 
John  P.  Ftender, 
Andrew  Bell, 
Jamo  Oorrtslo&i 
auBiiel  Moore, 
Michael  Moxray, 
John  Moore, 
LaarenoeCtaney, 
J.  H.  Whlto^. 


Foranan 


Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 


Foreman 


Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 


•  Hose  Oompanles  Nos.  86  and  46  have  been  disbanded. 
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Hook  afd  Ladder  Oompais^ies. 


Vamm  or  OoKPunr. 


No.  of 
Comp'y. 


Looatlon 
oTAppftratufl. 


DiBtricU 

theyperftHin 

Duty  In. 


NamworOffloera. 


Bjuik. 


Mutual, 
Chelsea, 
Phcenix, 
Eagle,  . 
Union,  . 
Lafayette, 
Mechanics, 
Empire,  . 
Washington, 
C.  V.  Anderson, 
Harry  Howard, 
Friendship, 
Marion,  . 
Columbian, 
Baxter,  . 
Manhattan, 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


Gentre  and  Cham- 
bers street. 

168  West  24tli  st. 
182  Amity  street. 
20K  Sdridge  St. 
U2  Norfolk  street 


Firemen's  Hall, 
120  Mercer  street. 

126tli  St.,  between 
8d  and  4th  aye's. 

Cor.  8th  arenue 
and  48th  street. 


182  East  26th  St. 

8d  avenue  and  85th 
street. 

206  E.  Broadway. 
78  E.  18th  street. 
823  llilrd  street. 
06  Charles  street. 
168  Franklin  st. 


Lexington  ayenne 
and  60th  street. 


7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

2dand8d 
Districts. 

8d  and  4th 
Districts. 

7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

6th  and  6th 
Districts. 

8d  and  4th 
Districts. 

Harlem  and 
vicinity. 

l8tand2d 
Districts. 

l8t  and  6th 
Districts. 

YorkviUe 
and  vicinity. 

6th  and  7th 
Districts. 

4th  and  6th 
Districts. 

6th  and  6th 
Didtricts. 

7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

7th  and  8th 
Districts. 

1st  and  id 
Districts. 


O.A.HntoB, 
James  Walton, 
Abraham  Coopo', 
T.  W.  WUdlDf , 
George  Kelly, 
James  K.  KeOock, 
Itederick  P.  GoO, 
JdhnCEllrodt, 
John  H.  Fbrman, 
Wm.  H.  Johnson, 
Charles  L.  Kent, 
Andrew  J.  Garrey, 
John  Angns, 
Bobert  Wright, 
John  Andrews, 
Bobert  Gamble, 


Fbrctna&l! 
Foreman . 
Fbremaii> 
Foremac 
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ELECTION  OF  CHIEF  ENGINEER  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


■♦♦* 


The  election  for  Chief  Engmeer  of  the  Fire  Department* 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  February  (February  7th), 
1860,  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  John  A.  Decker,  by 
the  following  vote : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast  were 3,907 

Of  which  John  Decker  received 2,101 

Of  which  John  A.  Cregier  received 1,461 

Of  which  Alfred  Carson  received 334 

Of  which  blank  and  scattering  received  ...     11 

Total 3,907 

Confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  February  13, 
1860. 

Confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  February  13, 
I860. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Fdiruary  16,  1860. 
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CHAPTER  45. 


AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  Firemen  in  the  City  of  New  TorJc*^ 

Passed  March  Ist,  1860 — ^three-fifths  bemg  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  m 
Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  eighth  section  of  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  firemen  in  the  city  of 
New  York,"  passed  March  twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-five,  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

The  said  commissioners  shall  nominate,  and  the  comm(m 
coimcil  shall  appoint,  two  clerks,  at  a  salary  not  exceeding 
eight  hundred  dollars  a  year  each,  and  the  commisdonen 
and  clerks  shall  take  an  oath  to  well  and  faithfully  perform 
the  duties  of  their  oflSce. 

^  2.  This  act  shall  take  efiect  immediately. 
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UNSAFE  BUILDING  ACT. 


Ciiapter  470. 


AN  ACT  to  provide  against  unsafe  buildings  in  the  City  of 
New  York. 

Passed  April  17th,  1860 — three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the .  State  of  New  Tork^  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  J  do  enact  as  follows : 

Section   1.    All  buildings  hereafter  to  be  erected  or 
built  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  southward  of  a  Fire  limita. 
line  drawn  one  hundred  feet  north  of  Fifty-second  street, 
in  said  city,  and  extending  from  the  East  to  the  Hudson 
river,  shall  have  fix)nt  and  rear  walls  and  side-walls  on  both 
sides,  whether  such  side  walls  be  outside  or  party  walls. 
And  all  outside  or  party  walls  of  every  such  dwelling-  Materials  to 
house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  shall  be  con-  waiis. 
structed  of  stone,  brick,  or  iron,  and  all  walls  shall  be 
built  to  a  line,  and  shall  be  carried  up  plumb  and  straight, 
and  shall  be  built  with  close  joints.    No  swelled  brick,  or 
refuse  brick  shall  be  allowed  in  any  wall ;  and  all  walls 
shall  be  started  and  built  upon  foundations  of  stone,  brick, 
or  concrete ;   and  in  all  cases  where  the  ground  is  either  FVHmdatkma. 
swampy,  marshy,  or  made  ground,  before  the  foundations 
are  put  down,  there  shall  be  either  piles  driven  or  good 
foundation  timbers,  of  sufficient  size  and  thickness,  to  pre- 
vent the  building  from  settling ;  and  the  top  of  the  piles 
32 
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or  timbers,  in  all  cases,  shall  be  laid  below  the  water-line. 
The  sections  and  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  applicable 
to  every  stone,  brick,  or  iron  dwelling-house,  store,  store- 
•  house,  or  other  building,  hereafter  to  be  erected  or  built 
in  any  part  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 

^n*^ta*  ^  ^*  Every  party  or  division  wall  running  from  front  to 
rear  in  any  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other 
building,  shall  be  started  and  built  upon  foundations  of 
stone,  brick,  or  concrete,  in  the  same  manner  as  mentioned 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  shall  not  be  built  upon 
any  iron  beam  or  other  girder,  and  shall  be  carried  up 
above  the  roof  and  coped ;  and  every  post  or  pillar  which 

^tewidBU.  gj^aii  support  any  other  poster  pillar,  or  any  beam  or  gird- 
er which  shall  rest  upon  a  wall  of  stone  or  brick,  as 
above  set  forth,  or  upon  a  proper  and  suflScient  post  or  pil- 
lar of  cast  or  wrought  iron,  oak,  locust,  or  yellow  pine,  * 
px  cast  iron,  or  cast  iron  columns,  with  outside  drums  of 
wrought  iron  or  fire-proof  metal,  and  a  space  between  the 
same,  filled  up  with  plaster  of  paris,  or  cast  iron  columns 
with  a  lathing  of  fire-proof  metal  plastered  on  the  outside. 
The  column  of  cast  iron  to  be  in  all  cases  sufficient  to  bear 
six  times  the  superimposed  weight,  and  every  such  wall, 
which  shall  form  the  support  of  any  post  or  pillar,  shall 
be  started  and  built  upon  a  foundation  of  stone,  concrete, 
or  brick,  and  the  post  or  pillar  which  shall  be  lowest  in  the 
series  shall  rest  upon  a  foundation  of  concrete,  stone,  or 
brick,  of  sufficient  size  to  sustain  the  weight  imposed  upon 
it.    Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit 

Iron  beams,  the  usc  of  irou  bcams  imder  partition  walls  not  over  fifteen 
feet  in  height. 

§  3.  In  every  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or 
^>j.     other  building,  every  isolated  pier,  colunm,  post,  or  pillar, 
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and  all  piers  supporting  a  wall  built  of  rubble  stone,  or 
brick,  under  any  iron  beam  or  arch  girder,  or  arch  on  which 
a  wall  rests,  or  lintel  supporting  a  wall,  shall,  at  intervals 
of  not  more  than  two  feet  six  inches  in  height,  have  built 
into  it  a  bond  stone,  not  less  than  four  inches  thick,  of  a 
diameter  each  way  equal  to  the  diameter  of  the  pier,  col- 
umn, post,  or  pillar,  between  openings  or  otherwise  ;  and 
shall  be  started  and  built  upon  foimdations  of  stone,  or 
concrete,  and  shall  be  built  of  good  hard  brick  and  cement, 
and  all  the  bricks  in  such  piers  shall  be  of  the  hardest 
quality,  and  well  wet  before  laid.  No  piers  need  be  laid 
under  wooden  partitions  under  thirty  feet  in  length,  pro- 
vided the  partitions  be  properly  trussed. 

§  4.  Every  temporary  support  placed  under  any  wall,  Temporwy 
^der,  or  beam,  during  the  erection,  finishing,  alteration, 
or  repairing  of  any  building,  shall  be  equal  in  strength  to 
the  permanent  support  required  for  such  wall,  girder,  or 
beam  by  this  act.  And  the  walls  of  every  building  shall 
be  strongly  braced  from  the  beams  of  each  story  until  the 
next  tier  of  beams  are  on  and  leveled  up. 

§  5.  Where  Mansard  or  French  roofe  are  carried  up  and  ^S^lJ**^ 
built  over  a  hotel  or  block  of  houses,  the  partition  and  di- 
vision walls  may  be  carried  up  to  the  under  side  of  the 
roofing,  and  coped  with  some  fire-proof  material  under  the 
same ;  but  the  roof-planking  must,  in  such  cases,  be  a  half 
inch  below  the  line  of  the  said  coping,  and  battened  with 
one  and  a  half  by  one  inch  strips,  which  shall  be  filled  in 
between  with  good  mortar,  and  the  slating  or  other  roof 
material  may  then  be  carried  over  the  same. 


§  6.  In  all  buildings,  the  foundation  wall,  if  not  over  J;^^**^© 

increased  i 
thlclmees. 


sixteen  feet  below  the  curb  level,  shall  be  increased  four  *"<^»^«^  ^ 
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inches  in  thickness  beyond  the  thickness  of  the  wall  above 
them,  and  if  more  than  sixteen  feet  below  the  curb  level, 
shall  be  increased  four  inches  in  thickness  for  every  addi- 
tional five  feet  in  depth  below  the  said  sixteen  feet. 

Footing  or  ^7.  The  footinff  or  base  courses  under  all  foundation 
walls  shall  be  at  least  twelve  inches  wider  than  the  bot- 
tom width  of  the  said  foundation  walls,  as  fixed  by  the 
above  clause.  And  if  the  walls  be  built  of  isolated  pien, 
then  there  must  be  inverted  arches  at  least  twelve  inches 
thick,  turned  under  and  between  the  piers,  or  two  footing 
courses  of  large  stone,  at  least  ten  inches  thick  in  each 
course. 

strength  of  ^  8.  lu  cvcry  buildlug  the  floors  shall  be  of  sufficient 
strength  to  bear  the  weight  to  be  imposed  upon  them, 
exclusive  in  allowance  of  the  weight  of  the  material  used 
in  their  construction ;  and  if,  at  any  time,  the  said  build- 
ing shall  be  loaded  over  the  said  weight,  it  shall  be  tx 
the  risk  of  the  occupant,  whether  the  same  be  the  owner 
or  not. 

^  9.  In  all  dwelling-houses  not  more  than  thirty  feet  in 
height  in  any  part  thereof  above  the  curb  level,  and  not 
over  twenty-five  feet  in  width,  the  walls 'may  be  eight 
inches  thick,  provided  thd  chimneys  are  started  and  boilt 
from  the  foundations,  and  provided  the  timbeis  are  well 
separated  from  each  other  by  solid  mason  work.  In  all 
ThictawiB  of  dwelling-houses  not  more  than  thirty-eight  feet  in  height 
dwelling      in  any  part  thereof  above  the  curb  level,  and  not  more 

booses. 

than  twenty-eight  feet  in  width,  the  outside  walls  may  be 
eight  inches  thick,  but  the  party  walls  shall  not  be  lev 
than  twelve  inches  thick.  In  all  dwelling-houses  no; 
more  than  fifty-five  feet  in  height  in  any  part  thereof  abovr 
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the  curb  level,  and  not  oVer  thirty  feet  in  width,  the  walls 
sliall  be  twelve  inches  in  thickness ;  and  if  over  that  height, 
the  walls  shall  be  sixteen  inches  in  thickness  to  the  top  of 
the  second  story  beams,  provided  the  same  is  twenty  feet 
above  the  curb  level,  and  if  not,  to  the  under  side  of  the 
third  story  beams. 

In  all  buildings  not  over  twenty-five  feet  in  width,  and  wtto  ©f 

"  •'  baildiogs  of 

fifty  feet  in  height  from  the  curb  level,  the  outer  walls,  if  J,^**°^^ 
of  brick,  shall  average  twelve  inches  thick,  and  if  of  stone, 
shall  average  twenty-two  inches  in  thickness.  If  over 
fifty  and  under  eighty  feet  in  height,  the  walls  shall  average, 
if  of  .brick,  sixteen  inches,  and  if  of  stone,  twenty-four 
inches  in  thickness,  to  the  top  of  the  second  story  beams, 
provided  the  same  be  twenty  feet  above  the  curb  level, 
and  if  not,  then  to  the  under  side  of  the  third  story  beams, 
and  above  that  height  shall  be  of  the  thicknesd  above 
specified  to  the  top.  In  all  buildings  from  twenty-five  to 
fifty  feet  in  width,  the  outer  walls,  if  less  than  fifty  feet  in 
height,  if  of  brick,  shall  be  built  sixteen  inches  in  thick- 
ness, and  if  of  stone,  twenty-four  inches  in  thickness ;  and 
if  over  fifty  feet  and  under  eighty  feet  in  height,  the  walls 
shall  average,  if  of  brick  or  stone,  twenty  inches  in  thick- 
ness to  the  above-mentioned  heights,  and  from  thence  to 
the  top  shall  be  of  the  thickness  above  specified.  If  the 
above  walls  are  used  as  party  walls  in  a  building  over  thir- 
ty-five feet  in  width,  they  must  be  built  four  inches  thicker 
in  all  cases. 

^  10.  In  all  buildings  from  fif|y-one  to  seventy-six  feet  ibid. 

in  width,  and  over  fifty  feet  in  height,  the  outer  walls 

shall  average,  if  of  brick  or  stone,  twenty-four  inches  in 

thickness ;  and  if  over  fifty  feet,  and  under  eighty  in  height) 

*  the  walls  shall  average,  if  either  of  brick  or  stone,  thirty- 
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two  inches  to  the  above-mentioned  heights,  and  twenty- 
four  inches  from  thence  to  the  top,  and  shall  be  eight 
inches  wider  if  the  walls  are  used  for  party  walls,  in  all 
cases. 

"****•  §  11.  In  all  buildings  from  seventy-six  to  one  hundred 

feet  in  width,  and  not  over  fifty  feet  in  height,  the  outer 
walls,  if  of  brick  or  stone,  shall  average  thirty-two  inches 
in  width ;  and  if  over  fifty  feet,  and  imder  eighty  feet  in 
height,  the  walls  shall  average  forty  inches  in  thickness, 
to  the  above  height,  and  thirty-two  inches  from  thence  to 
the  top. 

Appiicaticm       ^  12.  Tho  abovo  sections,  numbers  nine,  ten,  and  eleven, 

of  preceding         '  '  , 

tto^.  ^^  ^PPly  *o  buildings,  except  private  dwellings,  in  which  there 
are  no  partition  walls,  girders,  or  columns. 

u^^^oT  ^  13-  AH  buildings  having  partition  walls,  or  girders 
liplSrted"?  supported  by  columns  running  in  the  same  direction  with 
CO  onmg.  ^^^  exterior  walls,  shall  have  the  exterior  and  subdivision 
walls  of  the  same  dimensions  as  specified  in  section  nine, 
for  buildings  of  twenty-five  feet  in  width,  or  columns  and 
girders  of  the  same  dimensions  as  specified  for  independent 
constructions  of  the  same  width,  as  set  forth  in  sections 
numbers  nine,  ten,  eleven,  and  sixteen. 

JSSiedo^t^  §  14.  In  all  stores  and  store-houses,  or  other  buildings 
other  than  a  dwelling,  the  walls  shall  be  corbeled  out  six 
continuous  courses  of  brick,  projecting  a  half  inch  in  each 

Fiuei  In      course  bclow  each  tier  of  beams;  and  in  all  stores  or  store- 

Btores    or 

■^owhouaee.  houscs,  the  flucs  shall  have  at  least  eight  inches  of  brick 

masonry  around  them  on  all  sides  of  the  stacks. 
HeaderB   In     ^15.  AH  stouc  wslls  Icss  than  twcntv-four  inches  thick 

■tone  walls.  '  "^ 

shall  have  at  least  one  header,  extending  through  the  walls, 
in  every  six  square  feet ;  and  if  over  twenty-four  inches 
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in  thickness,  shall  have  one  header  for  every  six  superficial 
feet,  on  both  sides  of  the  wall,  and  running  into  the  wall 
at  least  two  feet. 

^  16.  In  all  buildings  in  which  there  are  partition  walls, 
or  girders  and  columns,  the  said  partition  walls  shall  be 
subject  to  the  clauses  and  provisions  above  set  forth,  with  ProrbioM 

relative     to 

regard  to  foundation,  thickness,  and  height;  and  if  there p^'*^ 
are  columns  and  girders  substituted,  in  place  of  the  par-«J{^JJJ^"^ 
tition  walls,  they  shall  be  made  of  sufficient  strength  to 
bear  the  weight  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  every 
square  foot  of  the  floor  or  floors  that  rest  upon  them,  ex- 
clusive of  the  weight  of  the  material  employed  in  their 
construction,  and  shall  have  footing  courses  and  foundation 
wall  equal  to  that  of  the  party  wall,  with  inverted  arches 
under  and  between  the  columns,  or  two  footing  courses  of 
large,  well-shaped  stones,  laid  crosswise,  edge  to  edge,  and 
at  least  ten  inches  thick  in  each  course,  the  lower  footing 
course  to  be  equal  in  area  to  that  under  a  party  wall ;  and 
under  every  column  a  cap  of  cut  granite,  at  least  twelve 
inches  thick,  and  of  a  diameter  twelve  inches  greater  than 
that  of  the  column,  must  be  laid,  such  partitions  as  are 
comprehended  under  the  following  clauses  excepted. 

^  17.  In  all  dwelling-houses,  partition  walls  may  be  built  Pfcrtitkii 
of  brick,  eight  inches  in  thickness  for  a  height  of  thirty-  JJ2[J]°« 
eight  feet  above  the  curb  level,  and  if  over  that  height  and 
under  seventy  feet  in  height,  they  must  be  built  twelve 
inches  in  thickness  to  the  height  of  the  second  story.  If, 
however,  the  second  story  beams  are  not  over  twenty  feet 
above  the  curb  level,  then  the  walls  must  be  built  twelve 
inches  thick  to  the  under  side  of  the  third  story  beams,  and 
eight  inches  thick  from  thence  to  the  top.  Partitions  not 
more  than  fifteen  feet  in  height  may  be  buHt  of  brick,  four 
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inches  in  thickness,  in  any  building,  provided  laths  of  strap 
iron  be  built  and  laid  in  every  fifth  course ;  provided  al- 
ways the  said  partitions  are  supported  either  by  a  stone  or 
brick  wall,  or  upon  brick  or  stone  arches,  or  a  wrought 
iron  beam  of  sufficient  strength ;  and  provided,  if  more 
than  ten  feet  in  length,  a  wrought  iron  stud  be  placed 
every  ten  feet  of  their  length. 

^*lr  ^  ^®'  -^y  building  except  a  private  dwelling,  over 
hJS2?**aiid  thirty  and  under  fifty  feet  in  width,  if  built  for  the  pur- 
^'^^  pose  of  a  boarding-house  or  hotel,  shall  have  at  least  one 
brick  or  stone  or  fire-proof  partition  wall,  running  from 
front  to  rear  ;  or  if  over  fifty  feet  and  under  seventy-five 
feet  in  width,  shall  have  two  partition  walls,  as  above ; 
or  if  over  seventy  feet  and  under  one  hundred  feet,  shall 
have  three  partition  walls,  as  above.  The  said  partition 
walls,  in  all  cases,  to  be  built,  from  the  foundation  to  the 
fire  wall  coping,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
Partition  ^jjg  building  of  partitions  in  stores  which  may  have  origin- 
ally been  built  more  than  twenty-five  feet  wide,  in 
which  case,  the  said  stores  may  be  divided  afterwards  in 
any  of  the  stories,  where  there  are  wrought-iron  girders 
and  iron  columns,  by  fire-proof  partitions  of  brick,  or  of 
studs  filled  in  with  plaster  of  pans  and  plastered,  or  of 
iron  lath,  plastered  both  sides ;  and  where  there  are  col- 
umns a^d  wooden  girders,  the  partitions  may  be  built  of 
iron  lath  plastered  on  both  sides ;  provided,  in  both  the 
above  cases,  the  columns  and  girders,  or  girders  alone 
where  a  building  has  been  built  without  oolunms,  are 
sufficient  to  bear  the  additional  weight,  and  if  not  suffi- 
cient, then  iron  columns  and  iron  girders  must  be  put  in 
of  sufficient  strength.    Cross  partitions  may  also  be  built, 


walla    In 
stores. 
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in  the  above  cases,  of  joist,  lathed  and  plastered,  and 
properly  bridged,  or  of  iron  lath,  plastered  both  sides,  pro- 
vided the  beams  are  sufficient  to  support  the  same  ;  and 
if  the  beams  are  not  sufficient,  then  columns  and  girders 
must  be  put  in  to  support  the  same. 

§  19.  In  every  fifth  course  in  every  brick  wall  there  shall  J^^*  ^ 
be  a  heading  course,  except  where  walls  are  faced  with  ~'"^*** 
brick,  where  every  fifth  course  shall  be  bended  into  the 
backing  by  cutting  the  courses  of  the  faced  brick,  and  put- 
ting in  diagonal  headers  behind  the  same,  or  by  splitting 
face  brick  in  half,  and  backing  the  same  by  a  continuous 
row  of  headers.  In  all  walls  less  than  sixteen  inches  thick, 
which  are  faced  with  thin  ashlar,  anchored  to  the  backing, 
or  in  which  the  ashlar  has  not  either  alternate  headers  and 
stretchers  in  each  course,  or  alternate  heading  and  stretch- 
ing courses,  the  backing  of  brick  shall  be  of  the  same  thick- 
ness as  if  there  were  no  stone  facings.  All  heading  courses 
shall  be  good,  hard,  perfect  brick,  not  broken  in  any  way. 

^  20.  By  the  words  average  thickness,  in  the  various  ExpUiuuioD 
clauses  above,  it  is  understood  that  the  amoimt  of  materials  te&ded  by' 
specified  may  be  used  either  in  piers  or  buttresses,  provid-  twcknesB." 
ed  the  wall  between  the  same  shall  in  no  case  be  less  than 
twelve  inches  in  thickness,  where  they  are  not  used  for 
party  walls,  and  sixteen  inches  in  thickness  where  they  are 
used  for  party  walls. 

§21.  Compound  beams,  virith  cast-iron  arches  andgompwmd 
wrought-iron  ties,  may  be  used  to  span  openings  not  more 
than  thirty  feet  in  width,  provided  the  same  are  supported 
at  the  ends  on  piers  of  solid  cut  stone,  or  of  brick,  with 
bond  stones  every  thirty  inches  in  height  firom  the  founda- 
tion, whether  the  same  piers  are  in  the  walls  or  not,  or  on 
a  wrought  or  cast-iron  colunm  of  sufficient  starength ;  and 
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also  provided  tbey  rest  upon  a  surface  of  at  least  two  and 
two-thirds  square  feet  at  both  ends  (where  the  supports  are 
not  of  iron  or  of  cut  stone  at  least  twelve  inches  square), 
and  also  provided  that,  if  resting  on  walls  or  piers,  they 
shall  have  a  cut  granite  block  under  each  end,  at  least  two 
and  two-thirds  feet  square,  and  one  foot  thick. 

Ibid.  ^22.  All  compound  beams  shall  have  a  cast-iron  shoe 

on  the  upper  side  to  answer  for  the  skew  back  of  a  brick 
or  cut  stone  arch,  which  said  arch  shall  always  be  turned 
over  the  same,  and  the  arch  shall  in  no  case  be  less  than 
twelve  inches  in  height,  by  the  width  of  the  wall  to  be 
supported,  and  the  shoe  shall  be  made  strong  enough  to 
resist  the  pressure  of  the  arch  in  all  cases.     Cut  stone  or 

Arches.  hard  brick  arches,  with  two  wrought-iron  tie-rods  of  suflS- 
cient  strength,  may  be  turned  over  any  openings  less  than 
forty  feet,  provided  they  have  skew  backs  of  cut  stone,  or 
cast  or  wrought  iron,  into  which  the  bars  or  tension-rods 
shall  be  properly  secured  by  heavy  wrought-iron  washers, 
necks  and  heads  of  wrought  iron,  properly  secured  to  the 
skew  backs.  The  above  clause  is  intended  to  meet  cases 
where  the  arch  has  not  abutments  of  sufficient  size  to  resist 
them. 


Wooden 
beams 


and     §  23.  In  no  Such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or 

tobe piM^ other  building,  whether  the  same  be  a  frame  building,  or 

tochesofuy  othcrwisc,  shall  any  wooden  beams  or  timbers  be  placed 

within  Qight  inches  of  any  flue,  whether  the  same  be  a 

Gooitniction  smoko  or  air-flue,  or  any  other  flue;  and  all  flues  in  stone 

of  flues.  '  *f 

or  brick  walls,  in  any  building,  without  reference  to  the 
purpose  for  which  they  may  be  used,  shall  be  properly 
pargetted  on  the  inside  with  good  parging  mortar,  or  the 
joints  shall  be  struck  smooth  on  the  inside.  And  no  tin, 
or  other  metal  flue  or  flues,  pipe  or  pipes,  of  a'  single  thick- 
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ness  of  metal,  to  convey  heated  air  in  any  such  dwelling- JJJJJ^jJ^ 
house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  whether  the 
same  be  a  frame  building,  or  otherwise,  hereafter  to  be 
built,  altered,  or  erected  in  any  part  of  the  said  city,  shall 
be  allowed,  unless  the  same  be  so  constructed  as  to  have  a 
thickness  of  not  less  than  one  inch  of  plaster  of  paris  be- 
tween the  said  metal  pipe,  flue,  or  flues,  and  any  of  the 
timber  or  woodwork  adjoining  the  same.  No  steam-pipe  steam  pixwa 
shall  be  placed  within  two  inches  of  any  timber  or  wood- 
work, as  aforesaid ;  where  the  said  space  of  two  inches  . 
around  the  steam-pipe  is  objectionable,  it  shall  be  protected 
by  a  soapstone  or  an  earthen  ring  or  tube.  No  base,  or 
.  flooring,  or  roofing,  or  any  other  woodwork,  shall  be  placed 
against  any  brick  or  other  flue,  until  the  same  shall  be 
well  plastered  with  plaster  of  pans  behind  such  wood- 
work. All  flues  in  any  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store- 
house, or  other  building,  shall  be  properly  cleaned,  and  all 
rubbish  removed,  and  the  flues  left  smooth  on  the  inside 
upon  the  completion  of  all  such  buildings,  as  aforesaid. 
No  chimney  shall  be  started  or  built  upon  any  floor  or  chimneyB. 
beam,  and  in  no  case  where  the  breast  of  a  chinmey  shall 
project  more  than  four  inches  in  any  eight-inch  wall,  or 
eight  inches  in  a  twelve-inch  wall,  shall  it  be  commenced 
in  any  wall,  but  shall  be  started  and  built  on  the  same  line 
from  the  foundation ;  and  if  supported  by  piers,  the  said 
piers  shall  start  from  the  foundation,  and  on  the  same  line 
with  the  chimney  breast,  and  shall  not  be  less  than  sixteen 
inches  on  the  face ;  and  all  such  piers  shall  be  well  built 
into  the  wall.  All  hearths  shall  be  supported  by  arches  of  i 
stone  or  brick ;  and  no  chimneys,  projecting  over  the  dis- 
tance above  specified,  shall  be  cut  off*,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
to  be  supported  below  in  any  manner  whatever ;  and  all 
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chimneys  in  any  buUding  or  buildings,  as  aforesaid,  already 
erected,  or  hereafter  to  be  erected  or  built,  or  any  other 
chimney  or  chimneys,  in  any  part  of  the  said  city,  which 
shall  be  dangerous  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  shall  be  re- 
paired or  taken  down.  In  all  chimneys  which  are  corbeled 
out  from  the  walls,  as  above  described,  they  shall  be  sup- 
ported by  five  courses  of  brick.  Unless  the  plaster  of 
paris  is  put  on  as  above  set  forth,  the  pipes  in  all  cases 
must  be  double — ^that  is,  two  pipes,  one  inside  of  the  other, 
at  least  one  inch  apart,  and  filled  with  plaster  of  pans. 
pjjw^tor  Fire-brick  pipes,  for  convejring  hot  air,  may  also  be  put  in 
wooden  partitions,  provided  they  have  a  spigot-and4aucet 
joint  filled  with  plaster. 

Mortar.  ^  24.  The  mortar  used  in  the  construction  of  any  build- 

ing shall  be  composed  of  lime  or  cement,  mixed  with  sand 
in  proper  proportions.  No  inferior  lime  or  cement  shall  be 
used ;  and  all  sand  shall  be  clear,  sharp  grit,  free  from 
loam,  and  all  joints  in  all  walls  must  be  filled  with  mortar. 

Fire-proof        §  25.  In  all  dwelling-houses  which  are  built  for  the  resi- 

stalrs      and         '  °  ^ 

baiooniM.  dence  of  more  than  eight  families,  there  shall  be  a  fire-proof 
stairs,  in  a  brick  or  stone  or  fire-proof  building,  attached 
to  the  exterior  walls,  and  all  the  rqoms  on  every  story 
must  communicate  by  doors;  or  if  the  fire-proof  stairs  are 
not  built  as  above,  then  there  must  be  fire  proof  balconies 
on  each  story  on  the  outside  of  the  building,  connected  by 
fire  proof  stairs,  and  all  the  rooms  on  every  story  must 
communicate  by  doors.  If  the  buildings  are  not  built  with 
either  the  stairs  or  balconies  as  above  specified,  then  they 

Ladders  to  must  bc  built  fire-proof  throughout.  All  ladders  or  stairs 
from  upper  stories  to  scuttle  or  roofs  of  any  building  shally 
if  movable,  be  of  iron,  and  if  not  movable,  may  be  of 
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wood ;  and  all  scuttles  shall  be  not  less  than  three  feet  by 
two  feet. 

^  26.  In  all  buildings  where  the  walls  are  built  hollow,  houow  wiiis 
the  same  amount  of  stone  or  brick  shall  be  used  in  their 
construction  as  if  they  were  solid,  as  above  set  forth ;  and 
no  hollow  walls  shall  be  built  unless  the  two  walls  form- 
ing the  same  shall  be  connected  by  continuous  vertical  ties 
of  the  same  materials  as  the  walls,  and  not  over  twenty- 
four  inches  apart. 

^  27.  All  exterior  cornices  of  all  buildings,  hereafter  toobmioeB. 
be  erected  or  built,  shall  be  either  of  metal,  brick,  stone, 
or  terra  cotta,  or  artificial  stone,  or  some  other  fire-proof 
material,  and  all  exterior  wooden  cornices  or  gutters  that 
may  be  unsafe  or  rotten  shall  be  taken  down  and  replaced 
by  the  above  material,  except  as  hereafter  provided.  In 
every  case  the  greatest  weight  of  stone,  iron  or  other 
material  of  which  the  cornice  shall  be  constructed,  shall  be 
on  the  inside  of  the  outer  line  of  the  wall,  on  which  the 
cornice  shall  rest,  in  the  proportion  of  three  of  wall  to 
two  of  cornice  in  weight ;  allowance  being  made  for  the 
excess  of  leverage  produced  by  the  projection  of  the  cor- 
nice beyond  the  face  of  the  wall. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit 
wooden  cornices  on  buildings  or  dwelling-houses  not  over 
thirty-eight  feet  in  height,  or  on  buildings  as  mentioned  in 
the  thirty-eighth  and  thirty-ninth  sections  of  this  act,  pro- 
vided that  the  said  cornices,  whether  used  for  a  gutter  or 
not,  shall  have  the  brackets  well  built  into  the  walls,  and 
well  fastened  to  wall  strips  built  into  the  wall  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and' in  all  cases  the  walls  shall  be  carried  up  to  the 
planking  of  the  roof,  and  when  the  cornice  projects  above 
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the  roof,  the  walls  shall  be  carried  up  to  the  top  of  the  cor- 
nices ;  and  no  wooden  cornice  shall  extend  across  two  or 
more  buildings,  but  the  same  shall  return  against  the 
building  on  which  it  is  placed,  and  the  party  walls  shall  in 
all  cases  extend  up  above  the  planking  of  the  cornice,  and 
coped. 

i^^  ^  §  28.  The  walls  of  every  such  dwelling,  store,  store- 
house, or  other  building,  shall  be  securely  anchored  with 
iron  anchors  to  each  tier  of  beams.  The  front,  rear,  side, 
end,  and  party  walls  shall,  if  not  carried  up  together,  be 
anchored  to  each  other,  every  six  feet  in  their  height,  by 
tie  anchors,  made  of  one  and  a  quarter  inches  by  three- 
eighths  of  an  inch  wrought  iron.  The  said  anchors  shall 
be  built  into  the  front  and  rear  walls,  at  least  one-half  the 
thickness  of  the  front  and  rear  walls,  so  as  to  secure  the 
front  and  rear  walls  to  the  side,  end,  or  party  walls  ;  and 
all  stone  used  for  the  facing  of  any  building,  except  where 
built  with  alternate  headers  and  stretchers,  as  hereinbefore 
set  forth,  shall  be  strongly  anchored  with  iron  anchors ; 
and  all  such  anchors  shall  be  let  into  the  stone  at  least  one 
inch.  The  side,  end,  or  party  walls  shall  be  anchored  to 
each  tier  of  beams,  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  eight  feet 
apart,  with  good,  strong  wrought-iron  anchors,  three- 
eighths  of  an  inch  by  one  inch,  well  built  into  the  side 
walls,  and  well  fastened  to  the  side  of  the  beams ;  and 
where  the  beams  are  supported  by  girders,  the  ends  of  the 
beams  resting  on  the  girder  shall  be  strapped  by  wrought 
iron  straps  of  the  same  size,  and  at  the  same  distance  apart, 
and  in  the  same  beam  as  the  wall  anchors  ;  all  wall  an- 
chors used  in  any  building,  except  dwellings,  shall  be 
three-eighths  by  one  inch  wrought  iron,  and  shall  hook 
over  a  three-quarter  roimd  bolt  of  wrought  iron  running 
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through  the  beam,  as  per  diagram  on  file  at  the  office  of 
the  superintendent  of  buildings. 

§  29.  All  gas,  water,  steam,  or  other  pipes  which  may  "®****^;^ 
be  introduced  into  any  building  other  than  a  dwelling-  Jf^  ?S^^ 
house,  shall  not  be  let  into  the  beams  unless  the  same  be  ^^*^ 
placed  within  thirty-six  inches  of  the  end  of  the  beams ;  ings. 
and  in  no  case  shall  be  let  into  the  beama.  more  than  two 
inches  in  depth. 

^  30.  No  smoke  pipe,  in  any  building  with  wooden  or*"***^*^^* 
combustible  floors  and  ceilings,  shall  enter  any  flue,  unless 
the  said  pipe  shall  be  at  least  eighteen  inches  firom  either 
the  floors  or -ceilings ;  and  in  all  cases  where  smoke  pipes 
pass  through  stud  or  wooden  partitions  of  any  kind, 
whether  the  same  be  plastered  or  .not,  they  shall  be 
guarded  by  either  a  double  collar  of  metal,  with  at  least 
four  inches  air  space,  and  holes  for  ventilation,  or  by  a 
soap  stone  ring,  not  less  than  three  inches  in  thickness,  and 
extending  through  the  partition,  or  by  a  solid  coating  of 
plaster  of  paris,  three  inches  thick,  or  by  an  earthenware 
ring  three  inches  firom  the  pipe.  In  all  cases  where  hot 
water,  steam,  hot-air,  or  other  furnaces  are  used,  the  fiir- 
nace  smoke  pipe  must  be  kept  at  least  two  feet  below  the 
beams  or  ceiling  above  the  same,  unless  said  beams  or  ceil- 
ing shall  be  properly  protected  by  a  shield  of  tin  plate  sus- 
pended above  said  smoke  pipe«  with  sufficient  space  for  the 
fi^e  circulation  of  air  above  and  below  said  shield,  and  the 
smoke  pipe  shall  in  all  cases  be  kept  at  least  eight  inches 
fi^m  the  beams  or  ceiling  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  top  of  aU 
furnaces  set  in  brick  must  be  covered  with  brick,  slate,  or 
tin  plate,  supported  by  iron  bars,  and  so  constructed  as  to 
be  perfectly  tight ;  said  covering  to  be  in  addition  to  and 
not  less  than  six  inches  fi'om  the  ordinary  covering  to  the 
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hot  air  chamber.  If,  however,  there  is  not  height  enough 
to  built  the  furnace  top  at  least  four  inches  below  the  floor 
beams  or  ceiling,  then  the  floor  .beams  must  be  trimmed 
around  the  furnace,  and  said  covering  and  the  trimmers 
and  headers  must  be  at  least  four  inches  from  the  same. 
The  top  of  portable  furnace  or  furnaces,  not  set  in  brick, 
shall  be  kept  at  least  one  foot  below  the  beams  or  ceiling, 
with  a  shield  of  tin  plate  made  tight  and  suspended  below 
the  said  beams  or  ceiling,  and  extend  one  foot  beyond  the 
Hot^r  re.  top  of  the  fumaco  on  all  sides.  All  hot-air  registers  here- 
after placed  in  the  floor  of  any  dwelling,  store,  church,  or 
other  building,  shall  be  set  in  soapstone  borders  of  the 
following  dimensions,  to  wit:  Registers  smaller  than 
*  twelve  by  nineteen  inches  shall  have  a  soapstone  border 
not  less  than  three  inches  in  width  and  one  and  a  quarter 
inches  thick ;  all  registers  twelve  by  nineteen  inches,  and 
less  than  fifteen  by  twenty-five  inches,  shall  have  a  bordar 
not  less  than  five  inches  wide  and  one  and  a  half  inches 
thick ;  and  all  registers  fifteen  by  twenty-five  inches  or 
more,  shall  have  a  border  not  less  than  six  inches  vnde 
and  two  inches  thick.  All  soapstone  borders  to  be  firmly 
set  in  plaster  of  paris  or  gauged  mortar ;  all  floor  register- 
boxes  to  be  made  of  tin  plate,  with  a  flange  on  the  top  to 
fit  the  groove  in  the  soapstone,  the  register  to  rest  on  the 
same.  There  shall  also  be  an  open  space  of  two  inches 
on  all  sides  of  the  register  box,  extending  from  the  under 
side  of  the  ceiling  below  the  register  to  the  soapstone  in 
the  floor ;  the  outside  of  said  space  to  be  covered  with  a 
casing  of  tin  plate,  made  tight  on  all  sides,  to  extend  from 
the  under  side  of  the  aforesaid  ceiling  up  to  and  turn  un- 
der the  said  soapstone.  Registers  twelve  by  nineteen 
inches,  or  less  than  fifteen  by  twenty-five  inches,  shall  have 
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a  space  of  three  inches  between  the  register  box  and 
casing ;  registers  of  fifteen  by  twenty-five  and  more,  shall 
have  a  space  of  three  and  a  half  inches. 

§  31.  In  all  buildings  where  the  floor  beams  are  of  wood,  JJ**^  ^™" 
the  end  of  the  beams  resting  on  the  wall  shall  be  cut  to  a  *** 
bevel  of  three  inches. 

§  32.  In  all  fire-proof  buildings,  either  brick  walls  with  JJJ^JJJJ^j 
wrought-iron  beams,  or  cast  or  wrought-iron  columns  with  JJJi^JJ 
wrought-iron  beams,  must  be  used  in  the  interior ;  and  the 
following  rules  shall  be  observed : 

1.  All  columns  shall  be  planed  true  and  smooth  at  both  ooionms  in. 
ends,  and  shall  rest  on  cast-iron  bed-plates,  and  have  cast-^ 

iron  caps,  which  shall  also  be  planed  true.  The  strength 
and  size  of  each  column  shall  be  ascertained  by  multiply- 
ing the  whole  weight  superimposed  upon  it,  as  found 
below,  by  six,  and  applying  the  formula  in  Tredgold  by 
Hodgkinson.  The  weight  superimposed  upon  the  columns 
shall  be  found  by  multiplying  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
by  the  area  in  square  feet  of  each  and  all  the  floors  resting 
on  the  colunm,  and  adding  to  the  product  thus  found  the 
weight  of  the  material  used  in  the  floors. 

2.  The  iron  beams  resting  on  the  columns  or  girders,  and  ^ 
the  girders  themselves,  shall  be  of  such  strength,  and 
placed  at  such  distances  apart  as  to  bear  three  times  the 
weight  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  every  square 
foot  of  floor  or  floors  over  the  same,  by  calculation  or  test 
in  the  beams  themselves. 

3.  If  brick  arches  are  used  between  the  beams,  the^^bMm. 
arches  shall  have  a  rise  of  at  least  one  inch  to  each  foot 
between  the  beams,  if  the  same  are  not  over  four  feet 

span ;  and  if  above  that  span,  eight  inches  thick. 
33 
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"*'**•  4.  The  said  brick  arches  shall  be  laid  to  a  line  on  the 

centres  with  a  close  joint,  and  the  bricks  shall  be  hard 
burnt,  and  shall  be  well  wet  and  laid  in  cement  mortar, 
in  proportions  of  not  more  than  two  of  sand  to  one  of 
cement,  by  measure.  The  upper  or  keying  courses  of  the 
arches  shall  be  grouted  and  pinned  with  slate,  and  the 
centre  shall  be  lowered  as  soon  as  the  arches  are  keyed. 

Iron  beams      5.  AH  irou  bcams  in  store?  or  store-houses  shall  have 


In. 


wrought-iron  ties,  whose  section  shall  be  at  least  one  square 
inch,  placed  not  more  than  six  feet  from  centres,  and  the 
said  ties  shall  be  well  secured  to  the  lower  half  of  each 
beam,  and  into  a  beam  or  continuous  piece  of  angle  iron 
^t  both  walls  against  which  the  arches  abut. 

">'«'•  6.  Under  the  ends  of  all  the  iron  beams,  where  they 

rest  on  the  walls,  a  cut  stone  template  must  be  built  into 
the  walls  ;  said  templates  to  be  eight  inches  wide  in  twelve 
inch  walls,  and  in  all  walls  of  greater  thickness  to  be  in 
width  not  less  than  four  inches  less  than  the  width  of  said 
walls,  and  not  to  be  in  any  case  less  than  eight  inches  in 
thickness  and  eighteen  inches  long. 

scuuio  §  3p.  All  scuttle  frames  and  scuttle   doors   in   every 

doSi^  *°  building  as  aforesaid  shall  be  made  of  or  covered  with  fire- 
proof metal.  All  stores  or  store-houses,  or  other  buildings 
which  are  more  than  two  stories  high,  except  dwelling- 
Doom  nnd  houses  or  churches,  shall  have  doors  or  shutters  made  of 
fire-proof  metal  on  every  wmdow  and  entrance  above  the 
first  story,  where  the  same  do  not  open  upon  a  street :  and 
if  fire-proof  shutters  are  put  up,  upon  the  firont  or  sides  of 
any  building  on  the  street  front,  they  must  be  constructed 
BO  as  they  can  be  opened  from  the  outside.  Where,  in 
any  such  building,  the  shutters  or  doors  cannot  be  put  on 
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the  outside  of  such  door  or  window,  they  shall  be  put  on 
the  inside  ;  and  every  such  door  or  window  shall  be  closed 
on  the  completion  of  the  business  of  each  day,  in  such 
store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  as  aforesaid.  And 
every  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building, 
shall  have  a  scuttle  and  ladders  on  the  inside  leading  to  the  ^^  *^ 
roof,  and,  if  the  ladder  be  movable,  it  must  be  of  wrought- 
iron  ;  if  stationary  and  well  fastened,  it  may  be  of  wood. 

§  34.  The  planking  and  sheathing  of  the  roof  of  every  2jjj"?«  "»** 
such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  J^^JJJSJ 
erected  or  built  as  aforesaid,  shall  in  no  case  be  extended 
across  the  front,  rear,  side,  end,  or  party  wall  theseof,  and 
every  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other 
building,  and  the  top  and  sides  of  every  dormer  window 
thereon,  shall  be  covered  and  roofed  with  slate,  tin,  zinc,  BooODg. 
copper,  or  iron,  or  such  other  equally  fire-proof  roofing  as 
a  majority  of  the  insurance  companies  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  which  are  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  this  state, 
will  insure  at  the  same  rate  of  premium  as  other  articles 
in  this  section  mentioned,  or  which  shall  be  approved  by 
the  board  of  inspection  appointed  under  this  act.  And  no 
such  firame  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other 
building  hereafter  erected  or  built,  or  alrt;ady  erected  in 
any  part  of  the  city,  which  shall  require  new  roofing,  shall 
be  roofed  with  any  other  roofing  or  covering,  except  as 
aforesaid. 

^  35.  All  beams  and  other  timbers  in  the  party  wall  of  Jjj™^  •"^J 
every  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other '^"^ 
building  hereafter  to  be  erected  or  built  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  separated  from  the  beam  or  timber  entering  in  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  wall  by  at  least  four  inches  of  solid 
mason  work.    All  beams  and  other  timbers  in  any  waU  of 
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any  store  or  store-house,  or  other  building  other  than  a 
dwelling,  shall  be  separated  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  side  and 
party  wall,  in  all  cases  except  where  Mansard  roo&  are 
used,  and  the  rear  walls,  where  no  gutter  is  required,  shall 
be  built  up  and  extended  at  least  twelve  inches  above 
plank  or  roofing,  and  shall  be  covered  with  coping  of 
stone  or  iron«  No  floor  beam  shall  be  supported  wholly 
upon  any  wood  partition,  but  every  beam  except  headers 
and  tail  beams  shall  rest,  at  each  end,  not  less  than  four 
inches  in  the  wall,  or  upon  a  girder,  as  authorized  by  this 
act.  And  every  trimmer  or  header  more  than  three  feet 
long,  used  in  any  such  store,  store-house,  or  other  build- 
ing, except  a  dwelling,  shall  be  hung  in  stirrup  irons  of 
suitable  thickness  for  the  size  of  the  timbers. 

Ibid.  And  all  timber  or  beams  used  in  any  such  dwelling- 

house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  whether  the 
same  be  a  frame  building  or  otherwise,  shall  be  of  good 
sound  timber,  free  from  rot,  sap,  shakes,  or  rotten  knots, 
and  of  such  size  and  dimensions  as  the  purpose  for  which 
the  building  is  intended  and  requires. 

dSJre'°''JSd  ^  3^*  -^11  openings  for  doors  arud  windows  in  such  dwell- 
windowf.  ing-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  buildings,  except  as 
otherwise  provided,  shall  have  a  good  and  sufficient  arch 
of  stone  or  brick,  well  built  and  keyed,  and  with  good  and 
sufficient  abutments,  or  a  lintel  of  stone  or  iron,  as  follows : 
For  an  opening,  not  more  than  four  feet,  the  lintel  shall 
not  be  less  than  eight  inches  in  height,  and  for  an  opening 
not  more  than  five  feet  in  breadth,  the  lintel  shall  be 
twelve  inches  in  height,  and  for  an  opening  exceeding  five 
feet  in  breadth,  the  lintel  shall  increase  in  height  over  and 
above  the  twelve  inches  before  provided,  one  inch  for 
every  additional  foot  in  breadth  of  the  opening,  and  any 


Lintels    and 
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lintel,  oyer  anj  opening  returned  on  a  comer  building, 
shall  be  of  iron  or  stone,  of  the  breadth  before  provided 
for,  and  of  the  full  thickness  of  the  wall  on  which  it  rests ; 
and  where  the  second  story  window  sills  rest^upon  the 
said  lintel  course,  the  lintel  shall  be  of  iron  or  stone,  and 
the  full  size  of  the  wall  on  which  it  rests ;  and  every  open- 
ing where  the  lintel  is  not  the  foil  thickness  of  the  wall, 
or  where  there  is  not  a  lintel  of  iron  or  stone,  there  shall 
be  a  lintel  of  good  sound  timber  on  the  inside  of  all  lintels 
not  as  before  provided  for ;  and  the  timber  shall  be  cut  at 
each  end,  and  shall  not  rest  more  than  four  inches  on  any 
wall,  column,  post,  or  pillar,  and  shall  have  a  double  ro- 
lock  arch  over  the  said  lintel ;  or  the  said  arch  may  be 
turned  on  a  centre,  which  may  be  struck  after  the  arch  is 
turned,  provided  the  piers  or  abutments  are  of  a  sufficient 
strength  to  bear  the  thrust  of  the  arch.  And  in  every 
such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building, 
every  such  opening  less  than  five  feet  in  breadth  shall,  in 
all  walls  over  eight  inches  in  thickness,  have  a  lintel  of 
stone  or  iron  not  less  than  seven  inches  in  breadth,  and  one- 
third  the  thickness  of  the  walls  on  which  it  rests ;  and 
in  all  openings,  as  aforesaid,  in  any  eight-inch  wall,  the  lin- 
tel shall  be  one-half  the  thickness  of  the  wall ;  and  on  the 
inside  of  all  openings,  as  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  a  good 
timber  lintel  which  shall  rest  at  each  end  not  more  than 
four  inches  on  the  wall  on  the  inside  of  the  other  lintels, 
and  shall  be  cut  in  such  manner  as  to  turn  a  good  double 
rolock  arch  over  it ;  and  all  arches  over  any  opening  or 
fire-places  shall  be  built  of  good  hard  brick  and  well 
keyed;  and  all  compound  girders  used  in  any  dwelling- 
house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  shall  have  a 
bearing  on  the  walls  on  each  side  of  the  opening,  at  least 
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two  and  two-thirds  square  feet,  except  the  fronts  of  such 
buildings  as  aforesaid,  where  the  lintel  rests  upon  stone  or 
iron  columns  not  less  than  twelve  inches  on  the  face,  and 
the  width  •of  the  thickness  of  the  wall  to  be  supported ; 
and  the  lintel  itself  shall  be  throughout  of  the  thickness 
not  less  than  the  thickness  of  the  wall  to  be  supported, 
and  shall  be  made  in  the  best  manner,  and  free  &om  every 
defect.  And  the  walls  and  piers  under  all  compound  gird- 
ers and  iron  or  other  columns,  shall  have  a  bond-stone 
every  thirty  inches  in  height  of  the  same  and  a  cap-stone 
at  least  twelve  inches  in  height  by  the  whole  size  of  the 
bearing.  Where  hollow  cast  iron  lintels  are  placed  over 
openings,  they  shall  have  a  brick  arch  of  sufficient  thick- 
ness, with  skew  backs  and  tie-rods  of  sufficient  strength  to 
support  the  superincumbent  weight  independent  of  the 
cast  iron  lintel. 
Timber  not  §  37.  No  timber  shall  be  used  in  the  face  of  any  wall  of 
**8u*port  to  ^"^y  ®^^^  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  build- 
waita.  ing^  go  to  be  built  or  erected,  where  stone,  brick,  or  iron 
IB  commonly  used,  except  as  mentioned  in  the  last  preced- 
ing section.  No  front,  rear,  or  other  wall,  of  any  such 
dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  other  building,  now 
erected,  or  hereafter  to  be  built  or  erected  in  the  said  city, 
shall  be  cut  off  or  altered  below,  to  be  supported  in  any 
manner,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  wood,  but  shall  be  wholly 
supported  by  stone,  brick,  or  iron ;  and  no  wood  or  timber 
shall  be  used  between  such  wall  and  such  supporters. 

Re-rooflng        §  38.  If  any  brick  front  or  wooden  dwellinff-house  al- 

brlck     front         '  ''  ^  ^         ^  ° 

bliii<un«*  ready  erected  in  the  said  city,  to  the  southward  of  said 
When  and  Uuc,  shall  require  new  roofing,  it  shall,  and  may  be  lawful 
bandings'*^  for  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  thereof  to  raise  the  same, 
«i*  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  flat  roof  thereon,  provided  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX  TO  FIRE  LAWS.  619 

Boch  new  roof  shall  be  made  and  covered  with  any  of  the 
articles  of  roofing  mentioned  in  section  thi^-four  of  this 
acty  and  none  other ;  and  also  provided,  that  such  dweUing- 
hoose,  when  so  raised,  shall  not  exceed  forty  feet  in  height, 
to  the  highest  part  thereof,  from  the  curb  level.  And  in 
all  such  brick  dwelling-houses,  that  have  eight  inch  walls, 
the  said  walls  may  be  forty  feet  to  the  highest  part  there- 
of, from  the  curb  level ;  but  in  no  case  shall  any  building, 
other  than  a  dwelling,  and  used  for  that  purpose,  have  an 
eight  inch  wall  over  thirty-five  feet  in  height ;  and  also 
provided,  that  all  Quch  dwelling-houses  exceed  twenty-five 
feet  in  height,  before  the  alteration  to  the  peak,  or  highest 
point  thereof,  from  the  said  curb  level ;  but  shall  not  ex- 
ceed forty  feet  in  height. 

^  39.  If  any  building,  as  above,  shall  have  been  built  "»|*- 
before  any  street  is  graded,  and  the  top  of  the  same  shall 
be  less  than  thirty-seven  feet  above  the  curb  level  of  the 
street,  as  graded,  the  same  may  be  raised  to  a  height  of 
thirty-seven  feet  above  the  curb  level ;  and  if  the  grade  of 
the  street  be  lowered,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  underpin  the 
same  with  proper  foundation  and  walls,  and  provided  the 
top  of  said  building  shall  not  be  over  thirty-seven  feet 
above  the  curb  level  line. 

^  40.  No  brick  front  or  framed  dwelling-house  whatso-  ^'*- 
ever  in  said  city,  southward  of  said  line,  shall  be  raised,  or 
built,  or  enlarged  upon,  imless  the  same  be  of  fire-proof 
materials,  or  removed  from  one  lot  to  another  southward 
of  said  line ;  provided,  however,  that  brick  front  framed 
dwelling-houses,  and  wooden  dwelling-houses  only,  may 
be  raised  or  lowered,  under  the  circumstances  and  in  the 
same  manner  especially  provided  for  in  the  thirty-eighth 
and  thirty-ninth  sections  of  this  act. 
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2^®  S  ^  41.  Every  wooden  building  or  frame  building,  witti  a 
ta^by^^'  brick  front,  or  9fij  other  front,  situated  in  the  said  city,  soutii 
of  the  said  line,  which  may  hereafter  be  damaged  by  fire 
or  otherwise,  to  any  amount  not  greater  than  one-half  the 
value  thereof,  may  be  repaired  or  rebuilt;  but  if  such 
damage  shall  amount  to  more  than  one-half  of  such  value 
thereof,  then  such  building  shall  not  be  repaired  or  rebuilt 
but  shall  be  taken  down. 
Damage^ow     §  42.  The  amouut  and  extent  of  such  damage  by  fire,  or 

to  be  deter-        '  -o        ./  » 

mined.  othcrwise,  mentioned  in  the  last  preceding  section  of  this 
act,  shall  be  determined  by  the  deputy  superintendent 
created  under  this  act,  and  one  surveyor,  appointed  by  the 
fire  insurance  company  or  companies,  if  such  building  or 
buildings  are  insured,  and  one  surveyor,  appointed  by  the 
owner  or  owners.  But  if  such  building  or  buildings  be 
not  insured,  then  the  damage  shall  be  determined  by  the 
deputy  superintendent  and  a  surveyor  appointed  by  the 
owner  or  owners ;  and  in  case  these  two  do  not  agree,  they 
shall  appoint  a  third  party,  and  a  decision  of  a  majority  of 
them,  in  writing,  shall  be  conclusive  in  the  premises. 

SteS"^  J!d  ^  ^^'  -^^  dwelling-houses,  store,  or  store-houses,  or 
uj2?*°baiid.  o*h®r  buildings,  built  of  stone,  brick,  or  iron,  in  any  part 
^a^hm-  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  all  framed  dwelling-houses, 
store,  store-houses,  or  other  buildings,  south  of  said  line, 
before  the  same  shall  be  raised,  or  built  upon,  shall  be  first 
examined  by  the  board  of  inspection  created  by  this  act, 
to  ascertain  if  the  building  or  buildings,  or  either  of  them, 
are  in  a  good  and  safe  condition,  to  be  raised,  or  built  upon. 
And  no  master  architect,  master  builder,  master  mason, 
master  carpenter,  or  master  roofer,  or  owner  or  owners, 
lessee  or  lessees,  or  either  of  them,  shall  raise,  or  build 
upon  any  such  dwelling-house,  store,  store-house,  or  any 
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other  building  as  aforesaid,  whatever,  until  after  their  de- 
cision shall  be  made  in  writing  as  aforesaid,  and  such 
decision  shall  be  conclusive  in  the  premises,  and  such  ex- 
amination and  decision  shall  be  given  without  delay. 

§  44.  No  wooden  shed  shall  be  erected,  or  permitted  to  B«iatiT«  to 
be  southward  of  said  line,  unless  one  whole  side  of  the  ^wn^^K**" 
same  shall  be  left  entirely  and  constantly  open.  And,  also 
provided,  the  same  does  not  exceed  twelve  feet  in  height, 
to  the  peak  or  highest  part  thereof,  from  the  level  on  which 
it  is  placed.  Nothing  in  this  section,  or  in  this  act,  shall 
be  held  or  construed  to  prohibit  the  erection  of  any  piazza, 
platform,  or  balcony,  not  to  exceed  ten  feet  in  width,  on 
the  level  of  the  first  story  floor  of  any  such  dwelling-house, 
or  other  building  to  which  the  same  shall  be  attached,  pro- 
vided that  said  piazza,  platform,  or  balcony  shall  not  extend 
more  than  three  feet  above  the  second  floor  of  any  such 
building  as  aforesaid.  And,  provided,  that  any  such  piazza, 
platform  or  balcony,  have  end  walls  of  stone,  brick,  or  iron, 
and  all  rear  piazzas  built  of  wood,  shall  have  end  or 
party  walls  of  stone  or  brick,  not  less  than  eight  inches 
thick,  and  they  shall  be  started  and  built  from  the  founda- 
tion, and  carried  up  above  the  roof,  and  coped  with  stone 
or  iron.  No  outside  wooden  stairs  shall  be  erected  or  built 
southward  of  said  line,  which  shall  extend  above  the  second  * 
story  of  any  such  building  to  which  the  same  shall  be  at- 
tached, whether  the  same  be  left  open  or  be  inclosed. 
Nothing  in  this  section,  or  in  this  act,  shall  be  so  construed 
to  prohibit  the  erection  of  any  bay  or  oriel  window,  built  B^wmdowi 
of  wood,  that  does  not  extend  more  than  three  feet  above 
the  third  story  floor  of  any  such  dwelling-house,  to  which 
the  same  shall  be  attached. 

^  45.  All  privies,  not  exceeding  ten  feet  square  and  ten  PrtTiei. 
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Perry  hwMcs  feet  high,  and  all  ferry-houses  which  shall  be  erected  with 
the  express  permission  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  may  be  built  and  covered  with  wood,  board  or  shin- 
gles, and  all  such  privies  and  ferry-houses  shall  not  be  used 
for  any  other  purpose  than  a  privy  or  ferry-house. 

^'^        ^  4:6.  All  ash-holes  or  ash-houses  within  the  said  city 
*^"^*       shall  be  built  of  stone,  brick,  or  iron,  without  the  use  of 
wood  in  any  part  thereof. 

bSifmn  *S**     ^  ^^*  ^^   brick,  stone,  or  iron   dwelling-house,  store, 

buildings,     store-house  or  other  building  already  erected,  or  hereafter 

to  be  finished,  built  or  erected,  shall  be  raised,  or  built 

upon  in  any  manner,  except  as  provided  for  by  the  sections 

and  provisions  of  this  act. 

tt^iXge-  ^  ^^'  -^y  huilding  hereafter  to  be  erected,  or  any  en- 
^vwedfon  largement  of  a  building  or  buildings  already  erected  or  to 
be  erected,  that  is  not  especially  provided  for  in  this  act, 
may  be  submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  board  of  in- 
spection created  by  this  act,  who  shall  have  the  power  to 
determine  whether  the  said  contemplated  building  or  alter- 
ation complies  with  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  this  act,  in 
which  case  the  said  board  shall  issue  forthwith  a  certificate 
to  that  effect,  to  the  owner  of  said  building,  which  certifi- 
•  cate  shall  be  suflBcient  to  enable  him  to  proceed  with  the 
said  building  or  enlargement. 

Nominating  §  49.  The  president  of  the  fire  department,  the  treasurer 
^tiof .  ^'  ^^  *^®  ^^®  department,  the  president  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  fire  department  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to- 
gether with  three  members  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Architects  of  the  city  of  New  York,  also  three  members  of 
the  Mechanics'  and  Tradesmen's  Society,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  appointed  by  the  president  of  said  institutes,  shall. 
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^  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number,  nominate  to  the  mayor 
of  the  city  of  New  York  the  following  officers : 

§  50.  First,  a  superintendent  of  buildings ;  second,  a  oiuoera  of 
deputy  superintendent;  third,  eight  inspectors,  all  of  whom  f"**^j^  ^* 
shall  hold  their  office  for  three  years  or  until  their  success- 
ors shall  be  appointed  as  provided  for  by  this  act.     They 
shall  be  men  of  good  character,  and  one-half  of  whom 
shall  be  practical  architects  or  builders.    The  board  of  ap- 
pointment may  appoint,  iij  their  discretion,  one-half  of  the 
officers  provided  for  by  this  act  from  among  the  exempt  S^£l^ 
firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  are  now  or  may  'pp®*^*®*- 
hereafter  be  exempt  by  reason  of  services,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  volunteer  firemen  of  the  city  of  New 
York. 

§  51.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  parties  named  in  the  gJJJJ^JJ* 
fiftieth  section,  within  thirty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  S^SyTlStoJ 
act,  or  a  majority  of  the  same,  to  meet  in  convention,  £J^    ^ 
which  convention  shall  be  convened  by  the  president  of 
the  fire  department  of  said  city,  for  the  purpose  of  nomi- 
nating the  persons  for  the  offices  named  in  the  fifty-second 
section.     And  the  president  of  the  fire  department  shall, 
immediately  after  the  nominations  are  made,  make  a  return 
to  the  mayor  of  the  said  city,  of  the  names  of  the  parties 
so  nominated.  And  such  persons  nominated  shall  be  there- 
upon immediately  sworn  into  office  by  the  mayor  of  the 
city  of  New  York. 

§  52.  The  superintendent  of  buildings  shall,  by  virtue  supeimumd- 
of  this  act,  be  an  ex-officio  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  ingaiobeex- 

officio  mem- 

of  the  New  York  fire  department,  and  shall  prosecute  all  J^^J^^J^rf 
suit  or  suits  for  penalty  or  otherwise,  under  any  provisions  SSt/^****^ 
of  this  act,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
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and  in  the  name  of  the  fire  department  of  the  city  of  New 
York. 

^"^^  ^  63.  And  he  shally  before  entering  upon  the  dnties  of 

his  office,  execute  a  bond  to  the  corporation,  with  one  or 
more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  comptroller,  in  the 
penal  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office ;  and  he 

8>><v7.  shall  be  paid  monthly  for  his  services,  at  the  rate  of  twen- 
ty*five  hundred  dollars  per  annmn. 

^^^  «A  ^  54.  He  shall  be  charged  with  all  matters  appertaining 
to  this  act,  he  shall  give  all  certificates  upon  the  removal 
of  any  construction  in  violation  of  any  of  the  sections  or 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall  keep,  in  proper  books  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose,  a  register  of  all  transactions  in  his 
department  appertaining  to  buildings  and  violations,  and 
shall  once  in  six  months,  or  as  often  as  called  upon,  fuimsh 
the  mayor  or  the  trustees  of  the  fire  department  with  a 
transcript  of  the  same,  and  shall  have  a  general  supervision 

°*to(^drai  ^^^  direction  over  the  officers  in  his  department.   He  shall 

of  Baiidingi.  ijnyg  tjje  power  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  as  clerk,  who 
shall  have  charge  of  the  books  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent  and  deputy ;  and  the  clerk  shall  be  in  con- 
stant attendance  in  the  office  at  such  hours  as  shall  be  de- 
signated, and  shall  keep  a  register  of  all  matters  appertain- 
ing to  the  office  relative  to  buildings,  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  directed  by  the  superintendent  or  deputy, 

teiwr.  and  he  shall  be  paid  monthly  for  his  services,  at  the  rate  of 
nine  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

S^teaJ^i  ^  **•  ^*  ®^*^^  ^  *^®  ^^*y  ^^  *^®  deputy  superintendent 
to  examine  all  plans  and  specifications  submitted  to  the 
office,  and  shall  certify  if  they  are  in  accordance  with  the 
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sections  and  provisions  of  this  act ;  also  to  examine  all 
buildings  reported  by  the  inspectors  for  any  violations  of 
the  sections  and  provisions  of  this  act,  and,  on  examination  i>atiee   and 

■■'  powers. 

of  the  same,  report,  in  vmting,  the  condition  of  the  same, 
as  well  as  his  opinion  relative  thereto,  to  the  superintend- 
ent, and  shall,  with  the  other  parties,  as  provided  for  by 
this  act,  examine  all  buildings  or  parts  of  buildings  reported 
dangerous,  and  all  buildings  damaged  by  fire  or  otherwise, 
as  provided  by  this  act,  and  shall  furnish  a  full  report  of 
the  same  to  the  superintendent. 

§  66.  He  shall  report  to  the  superintendent  the  removal  ^^^ 
of  any  construction  in  violation  of  any  of  the  sections  and 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  superin- 
tendent, firom  sickness  o^  other  causes,  he  shall  be  empow- 
ered to  act  with  all  the  powers  enjoyed  and  possessed  by 
the  superintendent. 

^  67.  He  shall,  before  receiving  his  nomination,  pass  an  sbaupaatin 
examination  as  to  his  knowledge  and  competency  to  per- 
form all  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  furmsh  the  president 
of  the  fire  department  with  a  certificate,  signed  by  the 
committee  on  examination,  appointed  by  the  American 
Institute  of  Architects,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  that 
efiect. 

^  68.  He  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  hisshauezMut* 
office,  execute  a  bond  to  the  corporation,  with  one  or  more 
sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  comptroller,  in  the  penal 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  together  with  the 
certificate  as  hereinbefore  provided  for ;  and  he  shall  be 
paid  monthly  for  his  services,  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  H^iatarjr. 
dollars  per  annum. 
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Inspectors.        §  59.  The  iiispectors,  before  entering  upon  the  discharge 

^2uio"  ^^  *^®"^  duties  as  inspectors,  shall  each  pass  an  examination 
as  to  their  knowledge  and  competency  to  perform  all  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  furnish  to  the  president  of  the  fire 
department  of  said  city  a  certificate,  signed  by  the  com- 
mittee on  examination,  appointed  by  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Architects,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  that  efiect ; 
and,  in  addition,  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of 

sh^  give  their  office,  each  execute  a  bond  to  the  corporation,  with 
one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  comptroller,  in 
the  penal  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  conditioned  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  or  their  office, 
together  with  the  certificate  as  hereinbefore  provided  for; 
and  each  one  of  the  said  inspectors,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 

8»***7.  paid  monthly  for  his  services,  at  £he  rate  of  one  thousand 
dollars  per  annum. 

^**«-  §  60.  The  inspectors  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the 

superintendent  and  deputy,  and  shall  attend  all  fires  in  the 
district  assigned  to  him  or  them,  and  report  to  the  chief 
engineer,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the  assistants,  all  informa- 
tion he  or  they  may  have  relative  to  the  construction 
and  condition  of  the  building  or  buildings  on  fire,  and  the 
adjoining  buildings,  whether  the  same  be  dangerous  or 
otherwise,  and  report,  in  writing,  to  the  superintendent  or 
deputy,  all  such  buildings  damaged  by  fire  or  otherwise, 
and  the  amount  of  such  damage,  as  near  as  they  can  ascer- 
tain, together  with  the  street  and  number  of  such  build- 
ings, and  the  owner  or  owners  and  occupants,  and  what 
occupied  for. 

">w.  ^  61.  He  or  they  shall  examine  all  buildings  in  course 

of  erection  or  alteration,  or  in  course  of  demolition,  in  his 
district,  at  least  once  in  each  and  every  day,  Sundays  and 
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holidays  excepted ;  and  he  or  they  shall  report  in  writing, 
forthwith,  to  the  deputy  superintendent,  all  violations  of 
any  provisions  of  the  law,  as  well  as  the  condition  of  the 
same,  together  with  the  street  and  number  of  the  building 
or  buildings,  the  name  and  residence  of  the  owner  or 
owners,  lessee  or  lessees,  occupant,  builder  or  builders, 
mason  or  masons,  carpenter  or  carpenters,  roofer  or  roof- 
ers, furnace  builders  and  architects,  as  well  as  all  matters 
relative  to  the  same;  and  he  shall  serve  all  notices  re- 
quired of  him,  by  the  superintendent  or  deputy,  and  make 
a  return  of  said  service,  forthwith,  to  the  superintendent 
or  deputy. 

§  62.  He  or  they  shall  report,  to  the  superintendent  or  ibw. 
deputy,  all  new  buildings  erected  or  in  course  of  erection, 
altered  or  in  course  of  alteration,  with  the  street  and  num- 
ber, owner  or  owners,  lessee  or  lessees,  and  occupants,  and 
the  condition  of  the  same,  and  for  what  purpose  the  same 
is  to  be  occupied,  as  near  as  he  or  they  can  ascertain,  at 
least  once  a  month,  or  as  often  as  called  for,  by  the  super- 
intendent  or   deputy  superintendent.    He  or  they  shall  ^e  ^dSuS 
also  perform  all  the  duties  and  possess  all  the  powers  now  tomed  Ty 
performed  and  possessed  by  the  fire  wardens  of  the  city  of  enL 
New  York. 

^  63.  The  said  superintendent  of  buildings,  together  with  ^uoS'  ^u> 
the  deputy  and  inspectors,  shall  be  provided  by  the  com-  by  SHSS? 
mon  council  of  the  city  of  New  York  with  an  office,  and  wS  oS^, 
with  necessary  fuel  and  stationery  for  the  same;  which 
office  shall  be  kept  open  from  eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  until 
five  o'clock  P.  M.,  Sundays  and  holidays  excepted. 

§  64.  The  said  superintendent,  deputy  superintendent,  ^moIS  S 
or  any  of  the  inspectors,  shall  be  removed  at  any  time  by  SSSu*"  ^ 
the  mayor  of  said  city,  upon  charges  preferred  by  the  mar 
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jority  of  the  nominating  power,  for  incapacity  or  neglect 
of  duty,  immoral  conduct,  or  any  charge  derogatory  to  the 
position  which  they  may  respectively  hold ;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  reasonable  notice  shall  be  given,  and  a  copy  of 
the  charges  served  on  the  person  so  charged,  and  an  op- 
portunity given  to  make  his  defense,  before  Ihe  said  nomi- 
nating power.  And  upon  any  such  removal  or  removals, 
others  shall,  upon  a  like  nomination,  be  appointed,  as  afore- 
Yacancf.  said ;  aod  whenever  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office 
aforesaid,  by  death  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
parties  mentioned  in  the  fifty-first  section  of  this  act,  to 
nominate  others  to  fill  such  vacancies,  in  the  same  manner 
as  herembefore  provided. 

to^^fby  ^  ^^*  The  board  of  Supervisors  in  the  county  of  New 
S«ie/^^ne-Tork  shall,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
uS^.  °'  sixty,  and  annually  thereafter,  raise  and  collect  by  tax,  upon 
the  real  and  personal  property  taxable  within  the  city  of 
New  York,  such  sum  of  money  as  shall  be  requisite  and 
necessary  to  pay  the  salaries  provided  for  in  this  act.  Such 
sum  of  money,  when  collected,  shall  be  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  shall  be  disbursed  to  the 
several  officers  under  this  act  as  they  shall  be  entitled 
thereto. 

^iwtaSoM  of  ^  ^^"  "^^^  owner  or  owners  of  any  dwelling-house,  store, 
»w«  Mt.  store-house,  or  other  building,  or  of  any  frame  building  with 
or  vdthout  a  brick  front,  or  any  wooden  building,  or  of  any 
ash-house,  ash-hole  or  wooden  shed,  whether  he  or  they  be 
the  owner  or  owners  of  the  land  in  fee,  or  be  the  lessee  or 
lessees  thereof,  or  has  or  have  a  qualified  or  contingent  in- 
terest therein,  by  virtue  of  some  agreement  or  contract  in 
writing,  or  in  any  other  manner,  who  shall  violate  any  pro- 
virion  of  this  act,  and  any  master  architect  or  architects, 
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who  may  be  employed  or  assist  therein,  shall,  for  every 
such  violation,  respectively  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  ^"*****^- 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  any  master  builder  or  build- 
ers,   master    carpenter  or  carpenters,   master  mason  or    * 
masons,  master  roofer  or  roofers,  furnace  maker  or  makers, 
who  shall  violate  any  provision  of  this  act,  or  who  may  be 
employed  or  assist  therein,  shall  for  eveiy  such  violation, 
not  removed  within  ten  days  after  notice  of  the  violation 
shall  be  given  to  him  or  them,  respectively  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  and  in  addition  thereto,  such  owner 
or  owners  shall  respectively  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars  for  every  day  that  such  violation  shall  remain^  after 
the  rendition  of  the  judgment  against  him  or  them,  for  such 
violation,  in  any  court  of  record  in  the  city  of  New  Xork ; 
such  continuing  penalty  may  be  recovered  in  a  new  suit  or  "^'^^f^"  pen- 
suits,  to  be  brought  by  the  superintendent  of  buildings  of  ^j;^"^^^^  I3. 
the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  name  of  the  fire  department  ^iment.^' 
of  said  city,  and  such  fine  or  penalties  shall  be  paid  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  fire  department  of  the  said  city  for  their 
own  use. 

§  67.  The  notice  named  in  the  last  preceding  section  Notice. 
may  be  signed  by  the  superintendent  or  deputy  superin- 
tendent of  buildings  of  the  city  of  New  Yprk,  and  may  be 
served  by  any  of  the  inspectors ;  such  notice  shall  be  served 
by  giving  the  same  personally  to  the  person  violating  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

§  68.  All  pecuniary  penalties  imposed  by  this  act  may  snit«  for  pen- 
be  sued  for  and  recovered  with  costs  of  suit  in  any  court  of 
record  in  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the  superintendent  of 
buildings  of  said  city,  in  the  name  of  the  fire  department 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  for  their  own  use.  The  said 
courts  shall  have  jiuisdiction  respectively  of  all  other  suits 
34 
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to 'JLmiuw*!  *^^  proceedings  authorized  by  this  act.  The  ownera, 
architects,  builders,  carpenters,  masons,  roofers,  furnace 
makers,  named  in  this  and  in  the  last  preceding  sections, 
shall  be  respectively  liable  for  all  the  penalties  imposed  by 
this  act. 

Ii\}uDction  in  » •      i        «     11     • 

caaesofdan-      ^  69.  Thc  said  courts  respectivelv  shall,  m  an  action  to 

gerous  alter-  ^  , 

aiioiw,  to;,  fee  brought  by  said  superintendent,  in  the  name  of  the  fire 
department,  restrain,  by  injunction,  the  erection  or  altera- 
tion of  any  building,  part  or  parts  of  a  building,  shed,  wall, 
chimney,  staging  or  structure  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
dangerous  to  life  or  limb,  and  shall  decree  that  such  build- 
ing, pert  or  parts  of  a  building,  shed,  wall,  chimney,  staging 
or  structure,  whether  erected  or  altered,  or  in  the  course 
of  erection  or  alteration,  be  taken  down  and  removed.    It 

^tyof  aher-  ^j^^jj  y^^  ^.j^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of 

New  York  to  execute  such  decree,  and  also  any  decree 
made  by  virtue  of  the  next  succeeding  section,  on  receiving 
a  certified  copy  of  such  decree. 

b^remedted      ^  "^^^  ^^  ^^Y  violatiou  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
days*"  afw  Dot  be  rcmovcd  within  ten  days  after  service  of  the  notice 
aenrieeofno.  ^jj^j-^^f^  provided  for  in  the  foregoing  sections  of  this  act, 
the  said  courts  respectively,  besides  enforcing  the  penalties 
for  such  violation,  now  provided  by  law,  and  imposed  by 
this  act,  may,  in  any  action  to  be  brought  by  the  superin- 
if  not,  build-  tendent,  in  the  name  of  the  said  fire  department,  restrain, 
mfy'betoken  by  injunction,  the  further  erection,  building,  raising,  alter- 
*'^'         ing,  enlarging,  or  building  upon  of  such  dwelling-house, 
store,  store-house,  building,  ash-hole,  ash-house,  wooden 
shed,  wot>den  building,  or  frame  building,  and  may  decree 
that  such  dwelling,  store,  store-house,  building,  ash-hole, 
ash-house,  wooden  shed,  wooden  building,  or  frame  build- 
ing, whether  erected,  built,  raised,  enlarged,  removed,  or 
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built  upon,  or  in  the  course  of  erection,  building,  raising, 
enlarging,  removing,  or  of  being  built  upon,  shall  be  taken 
down  and  removed.  Actions  for  the  penalties  imposed  by 
this  act  may  be  joined  with  the  actions  authorized  by  this 
and  the  next  preceding  sections ;  or  separate  actions  may 
be  brought  for  the  same.  If  there  be  any  change  of  own-  JJl^j^jp'' 
ership  or  interest  in  such  property  or  land,  subsequent  to  S^Jj^JlJ 
the  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  change  shall  *^  "^•*^*- 
not  affect  the  right  of  said  superintendent  of  buildings,  in 
the  name  of  the  said  fire  department,  to  bring  his  actions 
for  the  penalties  provided  for  herein,  and  to  have  the  viola- 
tions removed,  nor  his  right  to  enforce  the  judgment  or 
decree  in  any  such  actions.  But  when  any  change  of  own- 
ership or  interest  appears  of  record,  in  the  office  of  the 
register  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  the  party 
acquiring  such  ownership  or  interest  shall  be  made  a  party 
defendant  in  any  such  action,  whenever  such  party  acquires 
such  ownership  or  interest,  and  causes  the  evidence  of  the 
same  to  be  recorded  as  aforesaid,  before  the  commencement 
of  such  action,and  a  filing  of  a  notice  of  the  pending  thereof, 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York. 

§  71.  If  any  building,  or  part  of  a  building,  in  the  city  Proceedin«it 
of  New  York,  whether  now  built,  or  hereafter  to  be  built,  in  cu«8  ^ 
or  in  the  process  of  building,  alteration,  or  enlargement,  or  ^*^med  ra- 
in any  other  condition,  shall  be  deemed  unsafe  or  danger- 
ous by  any  inspector  of  the  city  of  New  York,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  inspector  to  report  the  same  forthwith 
to  the  superintendent   or   deputy  superintendent  of   the 
said  city,  who  shall  forthwith  cause  a  survey  to  be  held 
upon  such  building  or  part  of  a  building,  by  three  persons ; 
one  shall  be  the  deputy  superintendent,  one  shall  be  one  of 
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the  committee  of  architects  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Architects,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  one  by  any 
owner,  or  any  agent  of  any  owner  of  such  building  or  part 
of  a  building.  And  any  person  having  any  legal  or  equit- 
able right  or  interest  whatever  in  such  building  or  part  of 
a  building,  whether  the  said  right  or  interest  be  absolute, 
qualified,  vested,  contingent,  in  possession,  remainder,  or 
reversion,  the  said  superintendent,  or  deputy  superin- 
tendent shall  forthwith  cause  the  said  owner  or  agent  to 
be  notified  to  appoint  an  architect  or  a  builder,  on  his  part 
as  aforesaid,  and  also  the  time  and  place  of  such  survey, 
aSTo^ap.  and  if  the  said  owner  or  agent  shall  fail  to  make  such 
^^^'  appointment  in  writing,  or  if  the  architect  or  builder 
appointed  by  such  owner  or  agent  shall  fail  to  attend  such 
survey,  then  the  other  two  surveyors  shall  proceed  to  hold 
such  survey,  and  if  they  fail  to  agree,  they  shall  appoint  a 
third  surveyor,  who  shall  be  an  architect  or  a  practical  build- 
er, whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

Dutieeofsur-  ^  72.  The  Said  surveyors  shall  forthwith  make  and  return 
to  the  said  superintendent  a  report  of  such  survey,  to  be 
signed  by  them,  or  a  majority  of  them  ;  and  if  such  report 
shall  declare  such  building  or  part  of  a  building  to  be 
unsafe  or  dangerous,  then  the  said  superintendent  shall 
forthwith  make  and  return  to  the  mavor  of  the  said  city  a 
report  of  such  survey,  signed  by  the  said  surveyors  ;  and  if 
unsafe  or  dangerous,  then  the  said  mayor  shall  forthwith 
'Sheriff  to  ro-^^^^^^  tlic  sheriff  of  the  Said  city  to  forthwith  take  down 
"**'^®  and  remove  such  building  or  part  of  a  building,  and  any 
other  building  or  part  of  a  building  that,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  superintendent  or  deputy,  or  such  sheriff,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  take  down  and  remove,  in  order  to  safely  take 
down  and  remove  such  unsafe  or  dangerous  building  or  part 
of  a  building. 
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^  73.  The  said  superintendent  shall  forthwith  notify  one  ^^1^1.^^ 
or  more  of  the  owners  of  such  unsafe  or  dangerous  build-  J!^?ti«to?S^ 
ing  or  part  of  a  building  to  forthwith  take  down  and  re-  °^^^* 
move  such  building  or  part  of  a  building  ;  and  any  owner, 
notified  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  take  down 
and  remove  such  building  or  part  of  a  building,  within 
ten  days,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  n^forre^ 
dollars ;  and  in  case  the  owner  or  owners  aforesaid,  notified  move. 
as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  proceed  forthwith  to 
take  down  and  remove  such  building  or  part  of  a  build- 
ing, then  the  sheriflf  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York 
shall  take  down  and  remove  such  buildiug  or  part  of  a 
building. 

^  74.  Each  of  the  surveyors  named  in  the  two  preceding  ^on.  *"'" 
sections,  excepting  the  deputy  superintendent,  shall  be 
entitled  to  and  receive  five  dollars  for  his  services  as  such 
surveyor  ;  and  any  sheriff*  who  shall  take  down  and  remove 
such  unsafe  or  dangerous  building,  or  part  of  a  building,  by 
direction  of  the  said  mayor,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  {^  **^ 
the  amount  expended  in  taking  down  and  removing  the 
same,  and  five  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  expended,  as  his 
legal  fee  for  the  same,  from  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
building  or  buildings,  or  part  of  a  building.  And  the  ma- 
terials thereof  shall  be  liable  to  such  sheriff*  for  taking 
down  such  building  or  part  of  a  building ;  and  he  shall 
have  the  power  to  sell  such  materials,  in  default  of  pay- 
ment by  such  owner  or  owners. 

§  75.  All  actions  for  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  Action     for 

\  .  ^  forfeitures 

under  this  act  shall  be  commenced  within  twelve  months  f «»^  penalties 

to  be  corn- 
next  after  the  time  of  incurring  such  forfeiture  and  penalty,  U^^'^'^^ewi 
provided  that  the  continuing  penalties  may  be  sued  for"°"*^ 
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within  one  year  after  the  judgment  mentioned  in  section 
sixty-six  of  this  act. 

'^  76.  All  laws  or  parts  of  laws  heretofore  passed,  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  repealed  from 
the  time  when  this  act  shall  take  effect ;  but  such  repeal 
ActtoMcom-  shall  not  affect  any  suit,  prosecution,  or  proceeding  com- 
M^j^of  tSte^^°^^^»  or  forfeiture  or  penalty  incurred,  or  offense  com- 
^-  mitted  previous  to  the  time  when  this  act  shall  take  effect. 

But  every  such  suit,  prosecution,  and  proceeding,  may 
lawfully  proceed;  and  every  such  penalty  may  be  de- 
manded and  recovered,  and  every  such  offense  be  prose- 
cuted and  punished  as  if  the  said  laws,  and  parts  of  laws, 
hereby  repealed,  had  remained  in  full  force. 

Act  to  take     ^  77.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  June 

cflect  on  let  i  i  i  t  v 

June,  1860.  ncxt,  and  the  common  council  of  New  York  shall  publish 
this  act  once  a  week  in  every  paper  employed  by  them, 
from  thirty  days  after  the  passage  thereof  until  that  day. 


The  foregoing  "  act  to  provide  against  unsafe  buildings," 
having  been  passed  before  the  final  completion  and  going 
to  press  of  this  volume,  has  been  here  inserted  in  full  as 
being  of  the  highest  interest. 

By  it  the  fire  limits  have  been  extended,  all  former  acts 
in  relation  to  buildings  have  been  modified,  amended,  or 
repealed,  and  the  office  of  Fire  Warden  abolished. 
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how  to  be  constructed 112,  129  to  186, 139, 142,  228,  497 

how  to  be  repaired,  Ac 17,  56,  88,  lp2,  181,  186, 188 

materials  tobeusedin. .  12,  14,  15,  80,  41,  45,  48,  52,  84  to  88 

materials  to  be  used  in 101, 

102,  129  to  186, 145,  497  to  499, 508,  509,  518 

when,  may  be  roofed  with  shingles 17,  84,  48 

to  be  fire-proof 44,  54,  71,  84, 129 

certain,  to  be  pulled  down,  &C.17,  56,  90, 93, 188, 140,  520, 580 

to  be  pulled  down  in  cases  of  fires 25 

compensation  for,  when  pulled  down  in  cases  of  fires, 

how  to  be  ascertained,  &c 26,  28 

Exenyft  from  the  Ad;  in  relation  to 18,  41,  45,  57,  78 

Bidding  at  date  qf  pataage  qf  Ad  of  1860  ;  in  relation  to  (appen- 
dix)  618  to  520 

Fire-proqf  bmlding$;  special  provisions  concerning  (appendix). . .      518 

UhK^ebuiUUmgt;  act  to  provide  against 129,  497 

Within  eertam  Umiis  ;  in  relation  to 15,  81, 48 
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(BUILDINGS— CoHTDiun) :) 

Boardmg-houtet  and  I£atd»  ;  relative  to  partition  walls  in  (appen- 
dix)       604 

Slora  and  puUie  hmUingt  ;  special  provisions  as  to  walls  of  (ap- 
pendix)    602,  510,  516 

partition  walls,  columns  and  girders  in Ill,  608 

special  provisions  as  to  openings  in  (appendix) 514 

Tenement  Hornet ;  special  provisions  in  relation  to  (appendix) 608 

Penalties;  for  violations  of  building  acts 15, 

16,  31,  82,  83,  84,  87,  89,  40,  42 

for  violations  of  building  acts T. . .        45, 

49,  53,  57,  58,  91,  94,  112,  529,  588 

how  and  when  suits  for,  shall  be  brought 15, 

16,  81,  88,  84,  87,  42,  45,  91,  113,  529,  581,  688 

^  to  be  recovered  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department 87, 

39,  40,  42,  91,  118,  529 

to  be  a  lien  on  buildings 78 

Board  of  JnapectUm  of;  how  and  bj  whom  nominated  (appendix)      522 

of  whom  to  consist. ., 523 

one-half  of,  to  be  appointed  from  exempt  firemen 528 

to  be  provided  with  office  accommodation,  &c.,  by  the 

Common  Council 527 

members  of,  may  be  removed  by  the  Mayor 527 

how  vacancies  shall  be  fiUed 528 

Lupeetors  of;  to  pass  examination  &c.,  (appendix) 626 

duUeeof 526,627,581 

salaries  of 526 

to  perform  duties  of  Fire  Wardens 627 

Su^perintendent  qf;  a  member  of  Commissioners  of  fire  and  build- 
ing department 282 

to  take  oath  and  execute  bond 284 

powers  and  duties  of 282,  284,  289,  820,  829 

to  examine  and  supervise  all  public  works 283 

to  sell  old  and  condemned  engines  and  hose  261,  299,  885,  848 


Digitized  by 


Google 


542  IKDEX. 
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to  contract  for  a  cupola  aad  alarm-bell  for  Centre  Mar- 
ket  , 825 

to  contract  for  a  cnpola  and  alarm-bell  for  Halls  of  Jus- 
tice       882 

Supmnkndent  of  Intpedkn  <if ;  to  be  ex-offido  member  of  Board 

of  Trustees  of  Fire  Department  (appendix) 628 

to  give  bond  with  sureties 524 

powers  and  duties  of 528,  524,  631,  583 

salary  of 624 

DepvAy  SuperinienderU  of  IrupeOion  of;  duties  of  (appendix) . . .  524,  681 

to  pa^  examination,  &c 625 

salary  of 625 

SuTveyort ;  to  be  appointed  to  examine  (appendix) 620,  682 

their  duties 682 

compensation  to  be  allowed  to 6S 


(C) 

CANDLES: 

how  to  be  used  in  stables 167, 

183,  201,  219,  268,  290,  816,  445 

CAPS: 

(ff  ftrtfiun; 

to  be  uniform 149 

how  to  be  pahited,  &c 161,  179,  197,  215 

how  to  be  painted,  Ac 265,  285,  811,  440 

penalty  for  false  use  or  imitation  of 128 

penalty  for  not  wearing  when  on  duty 885, 

410,  441,  460,  468,  479 
U^hewomhy  FinWardau; 107,  161,  179,  197,  215,  432 
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CAPTAINS  OF  POLICE : 

duties  of,  at  fires 78,  117 

Vide  "Cafiaihs  or  the  Watch." 

CAPTAINS  OF  THE  WATCH  : 

duties  of,  in  case  of  fire 227,  242,  248 

to  remove  watchmen  for  neglecting  t«  give  ahum  of 

fire 264,  288,  814 

directed  to  enforce  ordinance  in  relation  to  crying  aloud 

in  cases  of  fires 822 

CARPENTERS  AND  OTHERS; 

ordinance  in  relation  to  the  storage  of  lumber  by 153 

CENTRE  MARKET: 

resolution  directing  that  a  bell-tower  and  alarm  bell  be 

placed  upon 824 

CERTIFICATES: 

by  whom  to  be  signed 28,  86,  74,  81, 

166,  170,  178,  191,  209,  248,  276,  801,  878,  S82,  430,  446 

from  whom  to  be  procured 23, 

86,  81,  160,  170,  178,  197,  216,  254,  284,  810,  882,  488 

to  be  furnished  without  charge 184, 

202,  220,  259,  291,  817,  447 

qf  $erviceo/  Firemm;  relative  to 86,  74,  81,  170,  882 

of  membtr»kip  of  Firemm  ;  relative  to 160, 

178,  197,  216,  254,  2^4,  810,  878,  878,  488 
<f  guaUficaiio/u of  Firemen ;  relative  to...  184,  202,  220,  259,  291,  817 

<f  afpointment  of  Fire  Wardetu  ;  relative  to 155, 

160,  178,  191,  209,  248,  276,  801.  429 

CHIEF  ENGINEER : 

how  to  be  elected 115,  272,  819,  888,  870,  421,  448 
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(CHIEF  ENGINEER— CoNTTiKUED :) 

how  nominated 260, 

271,  272,  295,  297,  818,  819,  883,  870,  420,  463 

nominations,  how  certified .' 278,  298,  819 

who  entitled  to  vote  for 271, 

272,  296,  819,  820,  826,  870,  420,  449,  458 

ordinance  relative  to  election  of 870 

relative  to  expenses  of  election  of 828,  460 

vacancy  In  office  of,  by  whom  and  how  to  be  filled 272, 

278,  296,  298,  819,  884,  425,  448,  453 

term  of  office  of 271,  295,  297,  819.  870,  421 

oath  and  bond  to  be  given..  234,  260,  272,  296,  298,  820,  886 

general  powers  and  duties  of ....  122,  154,  172,  190,  208,  216, 

283,  246,  247,  250,  260,  201,  271,  278,  297,  298,  299,  320, 

834,  854  to  356,  372,  882,  896,  406,  422,  425,  438,  448, 

453 

to  approve  roofs  of  buildings 102 

to  decide  claims  in  cases  of  maimed  firemen 38 

to  sign  certificates 36,  74,  425 

to  report  names  to  fill  vacancies 186,  189,  233,  425 

to  certify  as  to  vacancies 161, 

179,  197,  215,  254,  284,  311,  438 

to  recommend  Fire  Wardens 156,  174,  229,  249,  276 

to  report  neglect  of  beU-ringers 204,  2C4,  288,  444 

may  appoint  and  remove  bell-ringers  at  the  City  Hall . .     263, 

287,  818 

to  ascertain  why  church  bells  are  not  rung 204 

to  receive  no  returns  of  fire  companies  until  provided 

with  a  location,  &c ^ 375,  459 

to  receive  no  returns  of  hydrant  companies 375 

to  attach  men  to  another  company 856 

to  send  apparatus  to  corporation  yard,  &c 202,  856,  437 

to  sell  old  and  condemned  engines  and  hose 348,  426,  463 

to  advertise  for  estimates  for  new  apparatus.  .260,  273,  299,  320 
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(CHIEF  ENGINEEEt— CoHToruB) :) 

to  have  charge  of  ooDBtmctioii  of  apparatoB.  .849,  854,  449,  474 
io  make  eethnatee  for  repairs  to  apparatus 865, 

895,  406,  428,  476 
to  inspect  apparatus,  &c 155,  178, 

209,  283,  247,  272,  297,  884,  855,  895,  406,  422,  428,  476 

to  have  charge  of  repairs  to  apparatus 854, 

895,  406,  428,  449,  475 
may  make  small  repairs  to  apparatus..  855,  895,  407,  428,  476 
to  keep  account  of  work  done  in  his  bureau 855, 

896,  407,  428,  476 
to  have  power  to  employ  laborers  in  corporation  yard.  .406,  478 

to  empl(^  clerks  in  his  bureau 406,  478 

io  approve  and  sign  bills 261, 

274,  209,  820,  855,  896,  407,  424,  476 
an  officer  in  the  Department  of  Bepidrs  and  Supplies. .  100,  854 

an  officer  in  the  Street  Department 892,  405,  422,  474 

chief  officer  of  bureau 854,  895,  406,  428,  476 

to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Bepurs 

and  Supplies. 866 

to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner. . .     896, 

407,  424,  477 

how  distinguished  at  fires 161, 

179,  197,  215,  255,  285,  811,  489 

penalty  for  disobedience  of 294,  807,  824 

reportof,  for  1818 160 

aahuyof 172,  296,  298,  885,  449,  454 

salary  of,  decreased 170,  820 

salary  of,  increased. . .  .260,  272,  881,  846,  852,  881,  424,  469 

resignation  of  Jamison  Cox,  as 221 

resignation  of  C.  V.  Anderson,  as 862 

election  of  Uadah  Wenman,  as 221 

election  of  A.  Carson,  as 862 

election  of  John  Decker,  as  (appendix) 496 

36 
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CHIEF  OF  POLICE : 

powers  of,  as  to  fires 116 

duties  of,  at  fires 117 

CHURCHES: 

steeples  of,  may  be  covered  with  wood 17,  84,  48,  67,  88 


CHUBCH-BELDS  : 

relative  to  alarms  by 169,  204,  205 

when  not  rang,  to  be  reported 248,  264,  288,  814 

CISTERNS: 

to  be  oonstrncted 208,  204,  226 

cost  of,  to  be  a  public  charge 208,  204 

report  in  relation  to 228 

CITY: 

division  of,  into  fire  districts 266,  826,  881,  862 

Cnr  IT  ATT.  BBILL: 

when  to  be  rang 268,  287 

CLERK  TO  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL : 

to  sign  certificates 86,  878 

to  furnish  certificates..  170,  184,  202,  220,  269,  291,  817,  447 

relative  to  discharge  certificates  to  be  furnished  by 882 

to  publish  buUding  act 78,  141 

to  publish  act  respecting  fire  limits 262 

to  publish  section  of  ordinance  relative  to  running  ^>- 

paratus  on  sidewalks 846 
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(CLERK  TO  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL— Costiiiuxd  :) 

to  adrertiBe  for  propoBals  for  dies  for  badges  for  chief  and 

assistant  engineers 890 

to  correct  nustakes  in  names 171 

to  correct  firemen's  register 861,  422,  468 

to  have  custody  of  dies  for  badges 878 

COLLECTOR: 

how  chosen 8 

first  chosen 9 

term  of  office  of 8,  9 

vacancy,  how  filled 10,  77 

COMMISSIONER  OP  REPAIRS  AND  SUPPLIES : 

to  employ  a  person  to  take  charge  of  the  fire  and  police 

telegraph 871 

to  advertise  for  proposals  for  dies  for  badges 877 

to  advertise  for  proposals  for  steam  fire-engines 887 

to  advertise  for  proposals  for  fire-alarm  telegraphs 889 

to  alter  the  cupola  of  the  Post  Office  for  a  look-out 468 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  FIRES  : 

appointment  of 76,  76,  292 

powers  and  duties  of 76,  292,  293 

compensation  of 76,  292 

act  creating,  when  to  go  into  effect 76,  293,  321 

act  creating,  when  to  expire 294,  321 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTBIENT  : 

act  relative  to 120 

number  to  be  appointed 120 

by  whom  to  be  elected 120 
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(COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT— Contihubd  :) 

relative  to  elections  for 120 

requisitions  for  eligibility 121 

names  of,  to  be  certified  to  the  Cknnmon  Conndl 121 

vacancies  in  office  of,  how  to  be  filled 121 

relative  to  removal  of 121 

term  of  office  of 120 

to  take  oath  of  office : . .  121, 127 

general  duties  and  powers  of 121,  122,  462,  464 

to  make  rules  and  by-laws 123 

to  have  cognizance  of  complaints  against  firemen 122,  489 

to  have  control  and  disposition  of  firemen's  badges . .  878,  879, 

883,  460,  479 
may  administer  oaths  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses        128 

relative  to  decisions  by 122, 127,  489 

relative  to  cases  of  disagreement  with  Ck>mmon  Council      122, 

128 

to  be  removed  in  case  of  refusal  or  neglect  of  duty 121 

to  be  furnished  with  copy  of  Laws  of  New  York 876 

to  be  furnished  with  stationery,  etc 876 

list  of,  in  1860  (appendix) 487 

to  nominate  a  clerk 121,  127 

salary  of  clerk  to 121, 127,  886,  468 

ordinance  creating  a  messenger  to  the  Board  of 881,  465 

salary  of  messenger  to 881,  897,  466 

act  relative  to  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  Board  of 

(appendix) 496 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  FIRE  AND  BUILDING  DEPARTMENT  : 

ordinance  creating 282,  238 

of  whom  to  consist 282 

to  take  oath  of  office  and  give  bond  with  sureties 234 

duties  and  powers  of 282  to  285 
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(COMMISSIONERS   OF    FIRE   AND    BUILDINa    DEPARTMENT— Cox- 
TimjxD :) 

to  audit  bills  for  expenditures 284 

to  submit  estimates  to  the  Common  Council  before  mak- 
ing contracts 289 

COMMTTTEE  ON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  : 

name  of  ** Fire  and  Water  Committee  "  changed  to. .  846,  457 

to  approve  bills  for  repairs  to  apparatus 849,  426 

Vide  **  FiBJi  A2a)  Water  CoMMirms." 

COMMON  COUNCIL : 

to  appohit  firemen,  &c. ...  22,  87, 164,  172,  188,  207,  244,  271, 

297,  860,  419,  420 

to  appoint  Commissioners  of  fires 75,  292 

to  appohit  Firewardens 105, 

155, 178, 174,  191,  207,  275,  801,  429 

to  appomt  Water  Purveyor 271,  297,  421 

to  make  rules,  Ac.,  for  firemen 28 

to  design  a  badge  for  firemen 128 

to  order  inhabitants  to  procure  fire-buckets,  &c 24 

may  order  the  tearing  down  of  buildings  in  cases  of  fires       25 
to  refund  loss  sustained  by  the  tearing  down  of  buildings 

in  cases  of  fires 26,  28 

authorized  to  pass  ordinances  for  the  prevention  of  extin- 
guishing of  fires 27 

authorized  to  lay  out  wharves  and  slips 28 

to  provide  Fire  Wardens  with  office,  &c 107, 126,  482 

to  appoint  a  clerk  to  Fire  Wardens 107, 126,  482 

to  act  upon  decision  of  Fire  Commissioners  within  sixty 

days 127 

members  of,  to  be  notified  of  fires.  168, 180, 199,  217,  256,  286, 
818,441 
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(COMMON  COUNCIL— CJounHUKD :) 

staves  of  office  to  be  worn  by  the  members  of,  at  fires.  150, 161' 
179,  197,  216,  255,  285.  811,  440 

COMPANIES : 

marshals  and  constables,  to  be  organized  into 151 

fire  wardens,  to  be  formed  into 156, 

178,  191,  210,  248,  276,  801 

Fin;  of  whom  to  consist 22, 

121, 159, 177,  195,  218,  252,  280,  806,  888,  872 

relative  to  formation  of. 121 

mmiber  of  men  allowed  to. . .  222,  887,  848,  868,  878,  890,  456 

to  be  approved  by  fire  commissioners 122 

chief  engineer  to  receive  no  returns  of,  until  supplied  with 

a  location,  &c 876,  459 

foremen  and  assistants  of,  how  chosen 129, 

159,  177,  195,  218,  258,  280,  806 

to  obey  chief  engineer 294,  807,  824 

to  wash  and  clean  apparatus 160,  177,  196,  214,  240,  258 

not  to  run  apparatus  on  sidewalks 187, 

189,  207,  246,  288,  809,  886,  868,  485,  454 
not  to  remove  apparatus  out  of  certain  districts. .  882,  848,  452 

to  "be  supplied  with  Croton  water 848 

amount  of  gas  to  be  supplied  to 885,  409,  478 

officers  of,  to  be  held  retqx>nsible  for  acts  while  in  com- 

mand 400,464,471 

relative  to  vote  of  expulsion  from 806 

relative  to  expelled  members  of . .  .* 122, 

240,  254,  285,  311,  867.  471 
relative  to  suspended  members  of 847,  400,  471 

CONSTABLES : 

duties  of,  in  case  of  fire 24, 

163,  181,  199,  217,  257,  268,  289,  816 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX.  651 

(CX>KSTABLE&— OoNTnnTED :) 

to  be  organized  into  companies 151 

to  be  exempt  from  mUitary  duty 151 

to  attend  at  fires 152, 

168,  181, 199,  205,  217,  257,  268,  289,  815,  444 
to  enforce  ordinances  relative  to  hydrants 844 

CORPORATION  YARD : 

foreman  of  to  be  appc^ted  by  chief  engineer 408,  477 

dutiesof 408,477 

salary  of 408,477 

chief  engineer  may  employ  laborers  in  the 408,  478 

CX)UNCniMEN: 

how  to  be  distinguished  at  fins 489 

to  be  notified  of  fires 441 

change  of  name  from  "  Assistant  Aldermen,'*  to 457 

Vide  ASBtStAJXT  ALDBBMBf." 

COX,  JAMISON : 

resignation  of,  as  chief  engineer 221 

CROTON  WATER  : 

use  of,  granted  to  fire  companies 848 

CUPOLA: 

resolution  to  place  a,  on  Centre  market 824 

resolution  to  place  a,  on  Halls  of  Justice 881 

CM  P<M  Office;  made  an  alarm  station 468 


CUPOLAS: 

how  to  be  constructed 17,84,48,57,88 
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(D) 

DAMAGES: 

fw  UoTvng  down  buildmgi  in  eaua  o/firet ;  relative  to 26 

occasioned  hyfira  ;  how  ascertained,  &c 56,  89,  90,  188 

DECEJIR,  JOHN : 

election  of,  as  chief  engineer  (appendix) 496 

DEPUTY  SUFERIKTENDENT  OF  BEPAIRS  AND  SUPPLIES : 

to  fnmish  supplies  for  engine  and  other  houses 894 

to  make  estimate  for  supplies 895 

DIES  FOB  BADGES : 

Commissioner  of  Bepairs  and  Supplies  directed  to  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  furnishing 877 

Clerk  of  the  Conunon  Council  directed  to  advertise  for 
proposals  for  furnishing,  for  Chief  and  Assistant  En- 

gineere 891 

to  be  the  ezdusive  property  of  the  city 878,  891,  411 

to  be  in  the  custody  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  CounoU    878, 

891,  411 

DISTBICTS: 

the  city  to  be  divided  into 266,  825,  862,  451 

boundaries  of 825,  859,  862  to  864,  451 

new  plan  of  numbering 859 

designation  of. 881 ,  864 

in  which  fire  companies  shall  do  duty 882,  865,  451 

no  companies  to  leave  their,  without  permiision 882,  84S 

DWELLINGS: 

how  to  be  constructed,  &c. 
Vidt  **Buiu>DiQ8." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX.  663 

(E) 

ELECTIONS: 

rules  for  holding. 10,  819,  448,  468 

when  to  be  held. ...  291,  820,  821,  837,  870,  884,  460, 466, 467 
expenses  of,  for  Engineers,  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  dol- 
lars.  828,450 

for  Asnstant  Engituen^  ordinance  relative  to 860, 467 

in  1869,  result  of 416,  481 

for  Ckuf  BngmeeTf  ordinance  relative  to 870 

in  1860  (appendix) 496 

for  Fire  Wardens,  in  1859 409,  478 

for  RqfreserUativeSf  relative  to,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  vacan- 
cies   10,  77 

ENGINEER  AT  RESERVOIR : 

to  be  paid  for  services 822 

ENGINEER— CHIEP : 

how  to  be  elected 116,272,819,888,870,421,448 

how  nominated. ^ 260, 

271,  272,  296,  297,  818,  819,  888,  870,  420,  468 

nominations,  how  certified 278,  298,  819 

who  entitled  to  vote  for 271, 

272,  296,  819,  820,  826,  870,  420,  449,  468 

ordinance  relative  to  election  of 870 

relative  to  expenses  of  election  of 828,  460 

vacancy  in  office  of,  by  whom  and  how  to  be  filled 272, 

278,  296,  298,  819,  884,  426,  448,  463 

term  of  office  of • 271,  296,  297,  819,  870,  421 

oath  and  bond  to  be  given. . .  284,  260,  272,  296,  298,  820,  886 

general  powers  and  duties  of. .  122, 164, 172, 190, 208, 216,  283, 

246,  247,  260,  260,  261,  271,  278,  297,  298,  299,  820,  884, 

864  to  866,  872,  882,  896,  406,  422,  426,  488,  448,  468 
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to  approve  roofis  of  buildings 102 

to  decide  claims  in  cases  of  maimed  firemen 88 

to  sign  certificates 86,  74,  425 

to  report  names  to  fill  vacancies 186,  189,  238,  426 

to  certify  as  to  vacancies,  161,  179, 197,  215, 254,  284,  811,  488 

to  recommend  Fire  Wardens 156, 174,  229,  249,  276 

to  report  neglect  of  bell-ringers. 204,  264,  288,444 

may  appoint  and  remove  beU-ringers  at  the  City  Hall. . .     268, 

287,  818 

to  ascertain  why  church  bells  are  not  rung 204 

to  receive  no  returns  of  fire  companies  until  provided  with 

a  location,  &c 876,  469 

to  receive  no  returns  of  hydrant  companies 876 

to  attach  men  to  another  company 866 

to  send  apparatus  to  corporation  yard,  &c 202,  856,  437 

to  sell  old  and  condemned  engines  and  hose 848,  426,  458 

to  adverdse  for  estimates  for  new  apparatus . .  260,  278,  299, 820 
to  have  charge  of  construction  of  apparatus. .  849, 854, 449, 474 

to  make  estimates  for  repairs  to  apparatus 856, 

896,  406,  428,  476 

to  inspect  apparatus,  &c 156, 178, 

209,  288,  247,  272,  297,  884,  856,  895,  406,  422,  428,  476 

to  have  chai-ge  of  repairs  to  apparatus 854, 

895,  406,  428,  449,  476 
may  make  small  repairs  to  apparatus. .  .856,  895,  407,  428,  476 

to  keep  account  of  work  done  in  his  bureau 856, 

896,  407,  428,  476 
to  have  power  to  employ  laborers  in  corporation  yard  408,  478 

to  employ  clerks  in  his  bureau 406,  478 

to  approve andsign  bills 261, 

274,  299,  820,  856,  896,  407,  424,  476 
an  officer  in  the  Department  of  Repairs  and  Supplies.  100,  864 
an  officer  in  theStreet  Department 892,  405,  422,  474 
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chief  officer  of  bureau 854,  896,  406,  423,  475 

to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Bepaiis 

and  Supplies 856 

to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner. . .      896, 

407,  424,  477 
how  distinguished  at  fires.  161,  179,  197,  215,  255,  285,  811,  439 

penalty  for  disobedience  of 294,  807,  824 

report  of  for  1818 150 

salary  of 172,296,298,835,449,454 

salary  of,  decreased * 170,  820 

salary  of,  increased 260,  272,  881,  845,  852,  381,  424,  469 

resignation  of  Jamison  Cox,  as 221 

resignation  of  C.  Y.  Anderson,  as 852 

election  of  Uzziah  Wenman,  as 221 

election  of  A.  Carson,  as 852 

election  of  John  Decker,  as  (appendix) 495 

ENGINEEBS— ASSISTANT : 

how  appointed 158, 

271,  295,  297,  818,  819,  338,  860,  420,  448,  450,  458 

appointment  of,  when  to  take  place 291, 

820,  821,  887,  884,  420,  467 

expenses  of  election  of 828,  450 

appointment  of  C.  Yanderbilt  as 852 

for  the  Twelfth  ward 362 

for  Harlem  district 416,  467,  481 

elected  in  1859 415,  467,  481 

number  of 158,  271,  296,  419 

number  of  in  1860  (appendix) 484 

number  of,  increased 158,  869,  862,  884,  467 

vacancies,  how  to  be  filled 186, 

189,  207,  245,  278,  298,  819,  384,  420,  425,  448,  458 
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question  of  election  of,  to  be  submitted  to  the  firemen 

for  approval 860 

term  of  office  of 291,  295,  297,  819,  360,  384,  420,  467 

general  duties  of 92,  93,  108,  266,  426,  448 

to  appoint  a  surveyor  to  ascertain  damage  to  frame 

buildings  by  fire 90 

to  perform  duties  of  Fire  Wardens 90,  92,  108,  867 

to  report  violations  of  ordinances 188, 

190,  208,  247,  284,  810,  487 

to  report  apparatus  needing  repairs 267 

may  choose  one  representative 8 

may  make  by-laws 94 

how  distmguished  at  fires...  161,  179,  198,  255,  285,  811,  489 
to  be  notified  at  fires..  168,  180,  199,  217,  256,  286,  818,  441 
compensation  of 94,  109,  267,  857 

ENGINE  HOUSES : 

how  to  be  constructed 17,  84,  48,  57,  89 

Street  Department  to  have  cognizance  of  the  oonstmcU 

ing,  &c. ,  of 891,  404, 478 

Vide  "Houses  fob  Appabatus." 

ENGINES: 

penalty  for  impeding  or  obstructing  floating 164 

not  to  be  run  upon  the  sidewalks.  .187, 189,  207,  246,  288,  809 

886,  868,  485,  454 
not  to  be  removed  unless  foremen,  &c.,  are  present. .  187;  190, 

208,  247,  288,  486 

not  to  be  let 240,  254,  284,  810,  438 

old  and  condemned  to  be  sold 261,  299,  885,  848,  426,  458 

members  to  prevent  the  handlmg  of. . .  267,*  288,  880,  886,  485 

districts  in  which  to  do  duty 882,  865 

not  to  leave  their  districts  without  permission 882,  848 
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nnmber  of  men  allowed  to 887,  878,  890 

number  of  men  allowed  to  Ist  dags 890 

nmnber  of  men  allowed  to  2d  daas 848,  890 

number  of  men  allowed  to  8d  class 868,  890 

number  of  men  allowed  to  Americus  Engine 875 

number  of  men  allowed  to  Supplj  Engine 222 

En^me  Oompaniet : 

number  of,  in  1828 186 

number  of,  in  1860  (appendix) 484 

names  and  locations 888,  488  to  490 

names  changed 887 

disbanded  (appendix) 490 

Exempt  Engine  Oon^pamet: 

locations  and  officers  of  (appendix) 490 

Fi&also  "Apparatus"  and  *'FibeCompakie8." 

EXEMPT  FIREMEN: 

eligible  to  office  in  the  Fire  Department 77 

Fire  Wardens  to  be  appointed  from 106,  429 

one-half  of  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  fire  Depart- 
ment to  be  appointed  from 121 

hydrant  companies  to  be  composed  of. 281,  287 

X>erBons  to  take  charge  of  and  clean  apparatus,  to  be  ap- 
pointed from 267,282,808,829 

bell-ringen  to  be  appointed  from 869,  442 

Superintendent  of  fire  Apparatus  to  be  i4>pointed  from,     401, 

407,477 
eligible  as  members  of  Board  of  Inspection  of  Buildings, 

(appendix) 528 

to  wear  badges  or  caps  at  fires,  &c. .  123, 877,  884,  410, 460,  479 

description  of  badges  to  be  worn  by 377, 411, 461, 479 

penalty  for  refusal  or  neglect  to  wear  badge  or  cap  at 

fires 885,410,460,479 
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to  be  permitted  to  wear  badges 878,  883,  411,  462 

to  have  permiaaion  to  wear  badges  renewed  annually ....     879, 

413,  464,  480 

to  restore  badges 880,412,464,480 

penalty  for  violation  of  ordinances  relative  to  badges. . .     880, 

385,412,418,464,480 
penalty  for  loaning  badges 418,  480 

(F) 
FERRY  HOUSES : 

relative  to  the  construction  of 57,  89,  187,  522 

FINES: 

by  whom  to  be  imposed 28 

for  neglect  of  duty  at  fires 160, 

178,  196,  214,  240,  253,  254,  281,  806,  484 
Vide  "Penalties." 

FIRE: 

not  to  be  used  on  board  vessels  loaded  with  hay  or  straw      151 

not  to  be  kindled  in  the  streets 166, 

182,  200,  218,  258,  289,  815,  445 

FIRE  AND  BUILDINa  DEPARTMENT : 

law  creatmg 282,  288 

FIRE  AND  WATER  COMMIITEES : 

to  be  joint 222,  287 

power  of,  to  take  away  engines,  &c 244« 

253,  284,  810,  885,  458 
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estimates  and  bills  to  be  examined  by 260» 

278,  274,  275,  299,  801 
bills  audited  by,  for  services  of  engineer  at  reserroir  to 

be  paid 822 

to  appoint  watchmen  at  certain  bell-towers 827,  882 

other  powers  and  duties  of 254, 

260,  278,  285,  288,  811,  880,  426 
name  changed  to  *'  Conmiittee  on  Fire  Department " .  846,  457 
Vide,  also,  "  CoyannxM  on  Fibb  Dbpa&tmknt." 

FIRE  APPARATUS : 

Vide  "Afpabatds." 

FIRE  BUCKETS : 

to  be  provided  by  owners  or  occupants  of  houses. .  24, 164, 170 

regulations  relative  to 24,  25,  165,  170 

laws  relative  to,  repealed 170 

FIRBCAPS: 

to  be  worn  by  Fire  Wardens 107, 161,  179,  197,  216,  482 

to  be  uniform 149 

how  to  be  painted,  &c. . .  161, 179, 197,  215,  255,  285,  811,  440 

penalty  for  false  use  or  imitation  of 128 

penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  wear  when  on  duty 885, 

410,  441,  460,  468,  479 

FIRE  COMMISSIONERS : . 

act  relative  to 120 

number  to  be  appointed 120 

by  whom  to  be  elected 120 

relative  to  elections  for 120 
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requidtions  for  eligibility 121 

names  of,  to  be  certified  to  the  CSommon  Council 121 

vacancies  in  office  of,  how  to  be  filled 121 

'  relative  to  removal  of 12x 

term  of  office  of 120 

to  take  oath  of  office 121, 127 

general  duties  and  powers  of 121,  122,  462,  464 

to  make  rules  and  by-laws 128 

to  have  cognizance  of  complaints  against  firemen 122,  439 

to  have  control  and  disposition  of  firemen's  badges 878, 

879,  883,  460,  479 
may  administer  oaths  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses       128 

relative  to  decisions  by 122, 127,  439 

relative  to  cases  of  disagreement  with  Common  Council .  122, 128 

to  be  removed  in  case  of  refusal  or  neglect  of  duty 121 

to  be  furnished  with  capy  of  Laws  of  New  York 876 

to  be  furnished  with  stationery,  etc 876 

list  of,  m  1860  (appendix) 487 

to  nominate  a  derk 121, 127 

salary  of  clerk  to 121,  127,  886,  468 

ordinance  creating  a  messenger  to  the  Board  of 881,  466 

salary  of  messenger  to 381,  897,  466 

act  relative  to  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  Board  of 

(appendix) 496 


FIRB  COMPANIES : 

of  whom  to  consist 22, 

121,  169,  177,  196,  218,  262,  280,  806,  838,  872,  433 

relative  to  formation  of 121 

number  of  men  allowed  to. . .  222,  837,  848,  868,  378,  890,  455 
to  be  approved  by  Fire  Commissioners 122 
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chief  engineer  to  reodve  no  returns  of,  until  supplied 

with  a  location,  &c 876,  469 

foremen  and  assistants  of,  how  chosen 129, 

159, 177, 195,  218,  258,  280,  806 

to  obey  engineers 294,  807,  824,  484 

to  wash  and  clean  apparatus. .  160, 177, 196,  214,  240,  258,  484 

not  to  run  apparatus  on  sidewalks 187. 

189,  207,  246,  283,  309,  886,  868,  486 
not  to  take  out  apparatus  unless  foreman,  &c.,  are  pre- 
sent   187,190,208,247,288,486 

not  to  remove  apparatus  out  of  certain  districts. .  882,  848,  452 

to  be  supplied  with  Croton  water 848 

amount  of  gas  to  be  furnished  to 385,  409,  478 

officers  of,  to  be  held  responsible  for  acts  while  in  com- 
mand  400,454,471 

relatire  to  vote  of  expulsion  from 806 

expelled  members  of,  may  remonstrate 254,  285,  811,  857 

expelled  members  of,  not  again  eligible 240 

suspended  members  of,  not  to  take  conmiand 847,  400,  471 

suspended  members  of,  not  to  wear  cap  nor  TOte 400,  471 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT : 

act  of  incorporation 7 

continuance  of,  as  a  bodj  politic 36,  65, 144,  856 

of  whom  to  oonsiBt 7, 

37, 154,  172, 188,  206,  245,  271,  296,  338,  419 

of  whom  consisting  in  1860  (appendix) 484 

to  have  a  common  seal 8 

value  of  property  that  may  be  held  by  the 8,  65, 110, 125 

value  of  property  belonging  to,  in  1814 150 

value  of  property  belonging  to,  in  1820 186 

37 
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corporation  not  dissolyed  hj  the  not  holding  of  dections 

as  designated  bj  act 10 

expenses  of  elections  not  allowed  to  exceed  twenty-five 

dollars 828 

laws  and  ordinances  in  relation  to,  to  continue  in  force . .      282 

moneys  to  be  paid  to,  by  insurance  agents 96,  97 

to  sue  and  recover  penalties  of  insurance  agents 98 

to  sue  and  recover  penalties  for  violations  of  building 

acts 87,  89,.40,  64,  91,  118,189,  140,629 

to  recover  certain  other  fines  and  penalties 167, 

183,  188,  201,  202,  219,  241,  269,  290,  291,  816,  817»  880, 

886,  446,  460,  468 
to  restrain  by  injunction  violations  of  the  building  act. .       98, 

140,680 
remonstrance  against  passage  of  certain  laws  interfering 

with  the 826 

a  new  banner  to  be  furnished  to  the 896 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  FUND  : 

list  of  officers  of,  in  1860  (appendix) 485 

FIRE  DISTRICTS : 

ordinances  dividing  the  city  into 266,  825,  862,  451 

boundaries  of 826,  859,  862  to  864 

relative  to  renumbering 859 

designation  of 881,  864 

*.     hi  which  fire  companies  shall  do  duty 882,865 

no  companies  to  leave  their,  without  permission.  882,  848,  452 

FIRE  LIMITS  : 

acts  establishUig. ...  12,  80,  44,  48,  51,  66,  68,  69,  84, 129,  497 
memorial  relative  to 151 
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memorial  lequestiiig  the  extenrion  of 152, 

186,  220,  222,  287,  244 

lepoTt  relative  to  the  extension  of 158, 168,  206,  220,  286 

clerk  of  the  Common  Council  to  caose  the  fire  limits  to 

bepubliiihed 262 


FIREMEN: 


to  be  appointed  by  the  Common  Council 22, 

87,  164,  172, 188,  207,  244,  271.  297,  860,  419 

their  names  to  be  registered 28 

to  be  members  of  the  Fire  Department 7,  87 

removal  of,  by  the  Common  Council 28 

remoral  of,  by  the  Fire  Commissioners 122 

Common  Council  to  make  rules,  etc.,  for 28 

Telative  to  militia  engaging  as 88,  46 

term  of  service  as 86,  50,74,  80,82,88,220,  221 

in  case  of  removal  from  the  dty ,  to  be  alloved  for  term  of 

service  here 74 

to  recdve  certificates  of  service 86,  74,  81,  170 

must  be  dtizens  of  the  United  States 872,  419,  447 

not  to  be  elected  under  a  certain  age 184, 

202,  220,  269,  291,  817,  872,  419,  446 

exempt  from  certain  public  duties 28,  82 

exempt  after  a  certain  time  from  jury  and  militaiy  duties      86, 

60,  74,  80,  82,  88 

indigent  or  disabled,  how  to  be  provided  for 11,  87 

maimed,  entitled  to  same  priilleges  as  though  serving .  •. .  91 
claims  of  maimed,  to  be  examined  into  by  Cliief  Engineer  88 
when  not  to  receive  relief  from  the  Fire  Department 

IJmd,  etc 119 

competent  to  be  witnesses  in  certidn  cases  on  behalf  of 

the  Fire  Department 47 
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to  be  divided  into  companies 159, 

177,  196,  213,  262,  280,  806,  438 

general  duties  of 23, 

169,  177,  196,  214,  263,  267,  280,  306,  433,  485,  470 

to  obey  engineers 294,  307,  324,  434 

duties  of,  in  going  to  or  returning  from  a  fire 399, 

400.  434,  471,  472 
to  wash  and  clean  apparatus. .  160, 177, 196,  214,  240,  258, 434 
duty  of,  whose  apparatus  has  been  ordered  to  the  Corpora- 
tion Yard 240,244,254,284,810,366,437 

to  procure  certificates  of  membership 160, 

178,  197,  215,  254,  284,  310,  373,  438 

to  deliver  names,  etc.,  to  Captains  of  Police 367,  459 

may  seize  gunpowder  without  a  warrant  in  certain  cases.  21,  62 

entitled  to  vote  for  Chief  and  Assistant  Engineers •  319, 

320,  826,  870,  420,  421,  449,  453 
relative  to  removal  of,  for  neglect  of  duty  or  disobedience    160, 

178,  196,  214,  241,  253,  254,  256,  286,  294,  306,  812 

places  of,  not  reported,  declared  vacant 203 

vote  of  expulsion 806,  488 

expelled,  may  remonstrate 254,  285,  811,  357,  439 

expelled,  not  again  eligible 240 

suspended,  not  to  take  command 347,  400 

suspended,  not  to  wear  cap  nor  vote 400 

caps  to  be  worn  by,  when  on  duty 161, 

179,  197,  215,  255,  285,  811,  377,  384,  410,  460,  479 
badges  to  be  worn  by,  when  on  duty.  123,  377, 384, 410, 460,  479 
to  return  badges  in  case  of  resignation  or  removal 878, 

383,  412,  462,  479 
penalty  incurred  by,  for  not  returning  badges 879, 

412,  418,  463,  480 

penalty  incurred  by,  for  loaning  badges 418,  480 

penalty  incurred  by,  for  violation  of  ordinances  relative 

to  badges 880,418,464,480 
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penalty  incomsd  by,  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  wear  cape 

or  badges  at  fires 385,  410,  460,  479 

number  of,  In  January,  1828 186 

nmnber  of,  in  January,  1860  (appendix) 484 

exempt;  vide  "ExxmftFibxmkn.'' 

FIREMEN'S  REGISTER : 

to  be  corrected 171,861,422,468 

FIRE  TELEGRAPHS : 

relative  to  the  construction  of 849,  866,  871 

Ck>mmi8sioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  directed  to  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  constructing 889 

Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  operators  on  the  telegraph 

at  the  City  HaU 897,  469 

Ordinance  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  operators  on  the  tele- 
graph at  the  City  HaU 898,  469 

FIRE  WARDENS : 

appomtment  and  number  of . . . .  104,  105, 155, 178,  191,  209, 

246,  248,  276,  801,  841,  429 

listofthe,  in  1860  (appendix).... 487 

to  be  i^pointed  from  firemen. ...  166, 174, 192,  210,  229,  249, 

276,  802,  429 
to  be  nominated  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment   106,  429 

to  be  recommended  by  Chief  Engineer.  166,  174, 229,  249,  276 
to  have  certificates  of  appointment. ...  166,  160, 178, 191,  209, 

248,  276,  801 

must  be  leddents  of  the  ward 220,  249,  276,  802 

term  of  office  of 106,  480 
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relative  to  the  removal  of. . .  .106,  156,  174, 192,  210,  211,  249, 

276,802,  842 
office  of,  vacated  by  removal  from  the  ward.  229,  249,  276,  802 
vacancies  hi  office  of,  how  filled. .  106,  156,  174,  192,  210,  288, 

249,  276,  802,  480 

to  be  classified,  &c 105,  429 

to  be  divided  mto  companies.  .156,  178,  191,  210,  248,  276,  801 

division  of,  of  the  Nmth  Ward 288 

apportionment  of 841 

M>  be  provided  with  office,  Ac 107, 126,  482 

ordinance  in  relation  to 229 

Legislature  requested  to  pass  an  act  creating 859 

election  of,  hi  1859 409,  478 

assistant  engineers  to  act  as 92 

subject  to  the  direction  of  the  engineers.  .156,  174, 192,  210, 

249,  277,  802 
howtobedisthigui8hedatfires..l07,  161,  179,  197,215,  255, 

285,  811 

caps  to  be  worn  by.  .107, 161,  179, 197,  215,  255,  285,  811,  482 

general  powers'and  duties  of.  .106, 109,  151, 158, 156, 157, 174, 

192,  198,  210,  211,  249,  250,  277,  278,  802,  808,  429,  480, 

438 

to  act  as  Health  Wardens 171 

to  appoint  surveyors  on  houses  damaged  by  fire 56, 188 

to  be  notified  of  fires  by  watchmen.  .168,  180, 199,  256,  286, 

818,442 
must  attend  at  fires..  107,  155, 156,  174,  192,  211,  249,  2n, 

802,481 
to  examine  houses,  &c.,  and  report. . .  .157, 158, 175, 198,  211, 

250,  278,  804,  481 
to  report  to  Chief  Engineer  relative  to  unsafe  buildings. .  107, 481 
to  report  regularly  to  foreman.  .107,  175,  195,  218,  250,  277, 

279,808 
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(FIRE  WABDENS— CoKTiNUKD :) 

to  report  annually  to  the  Common  Comidl 107, 482 

to  keep  reoordB 167,  176, 198,  2ll,  260 

penalty  for  not  reporting 169,  177,  278,  280,  808 

compensation  of 108,  118,  868 

compensation  of  assistant  engineers  acting  as 867 

foreman  of,  to  report 167,  176,  211,  277,  280,  808 

duty  of  clerk  of 108, 126,  482 

salary  of  clerk  of 108,  126,  482,  488 

office  of,  abolished 79,  92,  627 

FIRE-WORKS : 

not  to  be  stored  within  certain  limits 886 

amount  and  kind  of  that  may  be  kept  for  sale  within  the 

fire  limits 886 

penalty  for  violation  of  ordinance  in  relation  to 886 

FOREMAN: 

of  Corporation  Yard;  to  be  appointed  by  Chief  Engineer 408,  477 

duties  of 408,  477 

salary  of 408,  477 

qf  Fire  Oon^paiuet ;  to  be  notified  of  fires  by  watchmen. .  168, 180, 199, 

217,  266,  286,  818, 442 

FOREMAN  AND  ASSISTANTS: 

how  chosen 166,177,  196,214 

duties  of. .  267,  282,  808,  809,  810,  886,  487,  440,  446,  448, 

468,466 

FOREMAN  AND  SECRETTARY  : 

duUesof 872,878,  879,888,408.  468,462,479 

to  make  annual  returns 861 

to  make  semi-annual  returns 408,  478 
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FUNDS: 

accounts  of ,  to  be  rendered  by  the  Treaeorer 9 

how  to  be  applied 10,  11 

(») 
QAJS: 

•     amount  of,  to  be  furnished  to  fire  companies 885,  409,  478 

GUNPOWDER  : 

how  and  where  to  be  kept 18,  68 

where  to  be  stored 19,  59 

how  to  be  conveyed  through  the  street 19,  60 

penalty  for  keeping  contrary  to  act 18,  19,  59,  60 

relative  to  searches  for 20,  61 

notice  to  be  given  of  seizure 61 

actions  for  recovery  of 62 

(H) 

TTATJ.  BELL: 

when  to  be  rung 268,  287 

HALLS  OF  JUSTICE  : 

resolution  to  place  a  cupola  and  an  alarm-bell  upon  the      881 

HAY  AND  STRAW  : 

how  to  be  stored,  &c. . . .  166, 182,  200,  218,  267,  289,  815, 446 
fire  not  to  be  xised  on  vessels  loaded  with 161 

HEALTH  WARDENS  : 

office  of,  abolished 79 

Fire  Wardens  to  do  duty  as 171 
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HElfP : 

where  to  be  kept,  &c 21,  63 

HOOK  &  LADDER  CX)MPANIES : 

number  and  locations  of 186,  340,  494 

number  of  in  1823 186 

number  of  in  1860  (appendix) 484 

number  of  men  allowed  to 837,  373,  465 

number  of  men  allowed  to,  increased ,      390 

districts  in  which  to  do  duty 332,  366,  487 

not  to  go  out  of  their  districts  without  permission 332, 

343,462 
duties  of,  after  fires. .. .  169,  177,  196,  214,  263,  280,  306,  434 

Vide,  also,  "  FnuB  Companies." 

HOSE  : 

to  be  protected 157, 

174,  192,  211,  241,  249,  265,  277,  281,  303,  307 

quantity  of,  to  be  carried  on  hose  carriages 376,  459 

old  and  condemned  to  be  sold 261,  299,  335,  348,  426,  453 

HOSE  (X)MPANIES  : 

number  of  men  allowed  to 337,  373,  890,  455 

number  and  locations  of 339,  491  to  493 

number  of  in  1860  (appendix) 484 

names  and  numbers  of  certain,  changed 337 

disbanded  (appendix) 493 

quantity  of  hose  to  be  carried  by 376,  459 

districts  in  which  to  do  duty 332,  365,  487 

not  to  leave  their  districts  without  permission 332,  343,  452 

duties  of,  after  fires. . . .  159, 177,  196,  214,  253,  280,  306,  434 

Vide,  also,  ''FuubCompanhs." 
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HOUSES  FOR  APPABATUS : 

Street  Department  to  hare  oognisanoe  of  the  oonstnict- 

iiig,&c.,of 891,404,478 

Bureau  for  the  constructmg,  &c.,  of,  to  he  under  the 

charge  of  the  Superintendent  of  Bepaira  and  Sup- 

pUes '. 892,  406,  471 

contracts  for  constructrng,  &c.,  of,  to  he  under  the  supers 

yiflion  of  the  Street  CommiflBioner 898 

supplies  for  to  he  furnished  hy  Deputy  Superintendent 

of  Bepaira  and  Supplies. 894,  405,  475 

Croton  water  to  he  furnished  for 848 

gas  to  he  supplied  to 885,  409 

hoys  and  disorderly  charactento  he  kept  away  from . .  899,  470 

HYDBANT  COMPANIES : 

ordinance  creating 281,  287 

numher  of  men  allowed  to 837,  878,  455' 

memhers  of,  to  he  exempt  firemen 281,  237 

hy-laws  to  he  made  hy 281 

duties,  &c 281 

number  of  m  1842 840 

numher  of  in  1860  (appendix) 484 

returns  of,  not  to  he  received 875 

HYDBANTS: 

not  to  be  injured 228 

to  he  hi  charge  of  Water  Puryey<M- 274,  800,  848,  428 

relative  to  opening  and  using 844,  851,  456 


(I) 


IDLE  AND  SUSPECTED  PEBSONS  : 

to  he  kept  from  the  vicinity  of  fires. ...  26, 157, 174,  200,  211, 

249,  257,  268,  277,  806 
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INSURANCE  AGENTS: 

to  pay  a  per  oentage  on  premiamfl  to  Fire  Department. .        96 

to  execute  bond 97 

penalty  for  non-execntion  of  bond 97 

to  state  places  of  business  in  New  York,  &c 98 

INSURANCE  COMPANIES  : 

to  pay  a  certain  sum  into  the  city  treasury  prior  to  the 

appointment  of  <*  Commissioners  of  Itres  " . .  76,  298,  294 
proposition  of,  to  furnish  a  steam  fire-engine  to  the  dty     408 

IRON  PIPES  AND  CAOTINGS  : 

contract  for,  authenticated 225 

(L) 

LEE  &  LARNED : 

proposition  of,  relative  to  furnishing  steam  fire-engines.      887 

LIME-HOUSES : 

how  to  be  constructed,  &c 17,  84,  48,  67 

(M) 

MACHINE  FOR  THROWING  DOWN  CHIMNEYS : 

relatiye  to  constructing,  &c 168 

MANHATTAN  COMPANY : 

memorial  to  the  Legislature  in  relation  to  the  charter  of     280 

MARSHAU3: 

duties  of  in  cases  of  fii«s 24, 152, 168, 181, 199,  217,  257, 

268,  289,  815 
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(MABSHiJUS— CoNTiKUEO  :) 

must  attend  at  fires. .. .  152, 168,  181, 199,  205,  217,  257,  268, 

289,  815,  444 

to  enforce  ordinance  relative  to  hjdrants 844 

to  be  exempt  from  military  duty 151, 152 

oflBce  of,  abolished 79 

MAYOB: 

how  distinguished  at  fires 161, 179,  197,  215,  255,  285, 

811,439 

McCOSKER,  JOHN  A.  : 

election  of,  as  Assistant  Engineer  for  Harlem  district. .  415,  481 

MESSENGER  TO  BOARD  OP  FIRE  COMMISSIONERS : 

ordinance  creating 881,  465 

duties  of 881,  465 

'salary  of 881,897,466 

relative  to  the  removal  of 881,  466 

MnJTIA: 

relative  to  the,  engaging  as  firemen 88,  45 

(0) 

ORDINANCES  : 

for  the  prevention  and  extinguishing  of  fires,  &c.,  to  be 

made  by  the  Common  Council '    27 

(P) 

PENALTIES  : 

for  violations  of  building  law 15, 

16,  81,  82,  88,  84,  87,  89,  40,  42,  45,  49,  58,  57,  58,  72,  91. 

94, 112,  189, 140,  529,  588 
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PENALTIES— CoNTDJirKD :) 

for  yioIationB  of  bcdlding  law  to  be  a  lien  on  property.. .        78 

for  violatioxig  of  act  rdative  to  gunpowder 18, 19,  59,  60 

for  keeping  hemp,  flax,  tar,  pitch,  etc.,  contrary  to  law.  21,  68 

for  firing  guns,  etc 22 

for  violationB  of  act  relatire  to  insurance  ag^its 97,  98 

for  imitating  or  falsely  using  fire-caps  or  badges 128 

for  not  returning  badges 879,  412,  418,  468,  480 

for  loaning  badges 418,  480 

for  refusing  to  wear  ci^)s  or  badges  at  fires 886, 

410,  441,  460,  479 
for  neglect  to  comply  with  ordinance  relative  to  badges .     880, 

418,  464,  480 

for  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  fire  Wardens 169, 

177, 196,  218,  262,  278,  280,  808,  805 
for  neglect  by  the  Foreman  of  the  Fire  Wardens  to  re- 
port   260,  277 ,  808,  806 

for  refusal  or  neglect  to  obey  instructions  of  Fire  War- 
dens   168,  176,  194,  212,  251,  278,  279,  304,  805 

for  not  crying  fire 163, 

181, 199,  217,  248,  256.  287,  816,  822,  442,  444 

for  neglect  by  marshals  and  constables  to  attend  at  fires.     168, 

181,  200,  206,  218,  257,  268,  289,  815 

for  impeding  or  obstructing  floating  engines 164 

for  not  keeping  fire-buckets 166, 170 

for  chimneys  being  on  fire.  165, 182,  200,  218,  257,  289, 815, 444 

for  not  securing  shavings  against  danger  by  fire 166, 

182,  200,  218,  257,  289,  815,  444 

for  kindling  fire  in  the  streets 166, 

182,  200,  218,  258,  289,  816,  445 
for  keeping  hay  and  straw  contrarjb  to  provisions  of 

ordinance 166, 182,  200,  218,  258,  290,  816,  445 

for  using  lamps  and  candles  in  stables,  unless  secured  in 

a  lantern 167,  188,  201,  219,  258,  290,  816,  445 
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(PENALTIES— CownHUED :) 

f or  nmning  iq»paratii8  on  lide-walks 187, 

190,  208,  246,  288,  809,  886,  846,  868,  485,  454 

for  taking  out  apparatus  contrary  to  ordinance 188, 

208,  247,  288,  436 
for  yiolationB  of  ordinances  governing  Qremen  and  the 

Fire  Department 400,  472,  478 

for  injuring  hydrants 228 

for  opening  hydrants 844,  851,  456 

for  injuring  hose 241 

for  neglect  to  ring  bells  in  case  of  fire 263,  814,  444 

for  refusal  to  obey  summons  of  the  Commissioners  of  Fires     293 

for  disobeying  Engineers 294,  807,  824,435 

for  suspended  members  taking  command 347 

for  yiolations  of  ordmance  relative  to  the  sale,  &c.,  of 

fireworks 886 

to  be  recovered  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department 87, 

89,  40,  64,  91,  98,  118, 189,  140,  167,  188,  188,  201,  202, 
219,  241,  268,  290,  816,  817,  880,  410,  412,  418,  446,  460, 

468,529 

PIAZZAS  AND  PLATFORMS : 

relative  to  the  buildhig  of 187,  521 

PITCH,  TAR,  &c. : 

where  to  be  kept 21,  68 

PLANS  FOR  SUPPLYING  WATER  : 

reward  offered  for 225 

POLICE  : 

duties  of,  in  cases  of  alarm  of  fire 78, 

117,  867,  880,  418,  414,  444,  458,  464,  465,  480 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX.  57S 
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to  enforce  ordinance  in  relation  to  hydrants. 844 

to  report  violations  of  ordinance  prohibiting  the  running 

of  apparatus  on  side-walks 846,  486 

exempt  from  military,  fire,  and  jury  duties 117 

Fid^,  fdso,  "Watgeocbn." 

POLICE  JUSTICES : 

to  wear  staves  at  fires 160 

POST-OFFICE  BELL  : 

declared  a  district  alarm  bell 468 

PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESIDENT: 

first,  chosen 9 

how  chosen 8 

vacancies,  how  to  be  filled 10,  77 

to  sign  certificates  of  classification  of  Fire  Wardens. .  .105,  429 

PRIVIES; 

how  to  be  constructed 17,  84,  43,  67,  89,  187,  621 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS : 

relative  to  the  construction,  &c.,  of 67, 

88,  187,  891,  892,  898,  404,  405 
rehitive  to  suppUes  for 891,  892,  898,  894,  404,  405 


(Q) 

QUORUM ; 

for  bnsinesB 
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(R) 

BECORDEB: 

how  distinguished  at  fires. 161, 

179,  197,  215,  255,  285,  811,  439 

BEGISTER  : 

to  be  corrected 171,  861,  422,  458 

REPAIBS  TO  APPARATUS : 

Vide  "Apfabatcs." 

BEPRESENTATIVBS : 

first,  named 8 

how  choe^en 8 

apportionment  of .  / 8 

term  of  office  of 8,  9 

duties  and  powers  of 9,  10 

to  nominate  Fire  Wardens. 105,  429 

act  relative  to,  amended 158 

Oficen  of  Board  of ;  how  chosen 8 

first,  named 9 

removal  of 9 

vacancies,  how  filled 10,  77 

eligibility  of  exempt  firemen  to  be 77 

RESERVOIR  IN  THIRTEENTH  STREET : 

reports  relative  to 225,  226 

to  be  under  the  charge  of  the  CommiasioQen  of  the  Fire 

and  Building  Department 281 

RESERVOIRS : 

to  be  under  the  snperTisioQ  of  the  Water  Fnrwjor 274 
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BIGHABD6,  ICABK : 

oontnct  with,  for  iron  pipes  and  castingB,  authenticated .      226 

BCLEB,  BEaULATIONS  AND  BY-LAWS  : 

relative  to  the  making  of 10,  28 

(S) 

8BCBETABY: 

how  and  by  whom  choaen , 8 

first,  named 9 

term  of  office  of 8,  9 

yaoancy,  how  filled 10,  77 

SEXTONS: 

to  be  notified  of  fires  by  watchmen 169 

SHAVINGS: 

how  to  be  dispoaed  of 166,  200,  218,  267,  289,  816,  444 

SHEDS: 

to  have  one  side  left  open,  &c 68,  72,  89,  187,  621 

MHiCKiirir  : 

duty  of,  in  case  offira 24 

duty  of,  in  cases  of  rioUtion  of  the  building  act . .  94, 141,  680, 

682 
compensation  of,  for  removing  unsafe  buildings  (appen- 
dix)       688 

SLAVES: 

lelatiTe  to  yk^btlons  of  the  laws  by 22 

38 
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STEAM  FIRE-ENGINES  : 

CommiflBioner  of  Bepain  and  Supplies  dfaneoted  to  adver- 

tlse  for  propoflals  for  foinishingr  two 887 

proposition  by  Lee  &  Lamed  In  relation  to  fomishing. . .      887 

proposition  hj  Insurance  Companies  to  furnish  a  steam 

fire-engine 408 

specifications  for,  to  be  furnished  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment   887to889 

arrEEFLES  and  SPIEES  : 

how  to  be  constructed 17,  84,  48,  57,  88 

OTCHIBB  AND  STOREHOUSES :  ' 
how  to  be  built,  &c. 
Vide  **BuiiJ)««G8." 

STREET  INSPECTORS : 

to  enforce  ordinance  relative  to  the  opening  of  hydrants     344 

SULPHUR: 

where  to  be  kept,  Ac ! 21,  68 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  BUHiDINOS  : 

to  take  oath  of  office,  and  give  bond 284 

to  be  a  Commissioner  of  the  Fire  and  Building  Depart- 
ment  tin 

general  powers  and  duties  of 282,  284,  289,  820, 829,  449 

to  examine  and  supervise  public  works 238 

to  sell  old  and  condemned  engines  and  hose . .  261, 299, 885, 848 

to  contract  for  cupola  and  bell  for  Centre  market 825 

to  contract  for  cupola  and  bell  for  HaUs  of  Justice 882 
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BUPEBINTENBENT  OF  FIRE  APPABATUS : 

to  be  appointed  by  Street  Commissioner 401,  407,  477 

to  be  an  exempt  fireman 402,  407,  477 

qualifications  of 401 ,  407,  477 

duties  of 402,406,477 

salary  of 402,406,477 

SUPKRINTKNDENT  OF  REPAIRS : 

staff  to  be  worn  by,  at  fires 160 

SUPPLIES  FOR  FIRE  DEPARTMENT : 

to  be  furnished  by  the  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Repairs 

and  Supplies 894,  406,  476 

SUPPLY  ENGINE  COMPANY,  No.  1  : 

relative  to  applications  for  membership  in 222 


(T) 

TITLE  OR  liAME : 

designated  by  act 7 

TBEASUBEBi: 

how  to  be  chosen 8 

first,  named 9 

term  of  office  of 8,  9 

to  give  security 9 

duties  of 9 

Tacanpy  in  office  of,  how  fiUed 10,  77 

relative  to  removal  of 9 
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TRUSTEES: 

how  to  be  dKMea 8,  9 

first,  named 9 

term  of  oflto  of 8, 9 

how  remoyed 9 

yacandeB  in  office  of,  how  filled 10,  77 

duties  of 9 

to  choose  a  President 9 

classing  of 9 

list  of,  in  1880  (appendix) 486 

(U) 
UNSAFE  BUILDIHaS : 

lists  of,  to  be  posted  in  engine  and  other  houses 401,  472 

Fire  Wardens  to  report  to  Chief  Engineer 107,  481 

act  to  provide  against 129,  497 

to  be  taken  down  and  removed 680  to  588 

(V) 
YOLUNTEER  ASSOCIATIONS : 

disbanded ..,..  202,880 

prohibited  to  be  formed 886,  461 

prohibited  to  assume  the  garb  of  firemen 886,  461,  464 

VOLUNTEERS ; 

not  to  have  access  to  the  public  piopegtj  . . .  880,  886,  461,  464 

(W) 

WARDS4 

to  be  divided  into  districts.  .167,  176,  198,  211,  260,  277,  808 
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WATCH  DEPARTMENT : 

abolished 79 

WATCHMEN: 

to  notify  aldermen,  &c.,  of  fires 163, 

180,  199,  217,  256.  286,  818 

to  notify  sextons  of  fires 169 

to  cry  aloud  in  cases  of  fires 168 

181,  199,  217,  227,  248,  256,   264,  270,  287,  288,   818,^ 

815,  822,  442 

to  be  stationed  in  City  Hall 268,  287,  818 

to  be  stationed  at  alarm  bells 826 

where  to  be  stationed 826,  882 

to  enforce  ordinance  in  relation  to  hydrants 844 

to  report  violations  of  ordinance  prohibiting  the  run- 
ning of  apparatus  on  side-walks 846,  486 

penalties  for  not  ringing  bells 268,  814 

compensation  of 818,  827,  883 

Fwfc,  also,  "Pqucm." 

WATER: 

reward  offered  for  the  best  plan  for  supplying 225 

Commissioner  appointed  to  make  plans  and  estimates  for 

supplying 226 

report  relatiye  to  suppl3ing,  from  the  resenroir  at  comer 

of  Bowery  and  Thirteenth  street 226 

resolution  to  memorialise  the  Legislature  in  relation  to  a 

supply  of,  and  also  in  relation  to  the  charter  of  the 

Manhattan  Company 230 

WATER  AND  FIRE  COMMTTTEES  : 

united g^ 

name    changed    to    '*  Committee    on    Fire    Depart- 
ment"  846,  457 
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WATER  PIPES : 

relatiye  to  the  lAying  down  of. .  .228.  227,  284,  274,  800,  342 

WATER  PURVEYOR : 

how  appointed 271.  297,  342,  421 

to  take  oath  of  office,  &c 274,  800,  858,  426,  427 

term  of  office  of 271 

removal  of 842 

salary  of 274,  800,867,427 

general  duties  of 274,  800,  827,  842,  868,  421,  427,  428 

to  receive  estimates,  &c 276,  800 

to  make  estimates 868 

to  submit  estimates  to  Committee  on  Fire  and  Water. . .      276 
to  perform  duUes  of  Superintendent  of  Pipes. ....  274,  800,  846 

may  make  slight  repairs  ^o  the  Water-works,  &c 276,  800 

ordinance  in  relation  to       '"«  of 827,  868 

imder  whose  direcaon. .  827,  842,  864,  428 

WATER  REGISTRAR: 

salary ofthe 867,  427 

WATER-WORKS: 

ordinance  to  regulate  the 842,  861 

WENMAN,  UZZIAH  : 

election  of,  as  Chief  Engineer 221 

WITNESSES: 

firemen  competent  to  be.  In  suits  for  penalties 47 

relative  to,  before  the  Board  of  fire  Commisaionen. 123 
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